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· Hymn packed full of theology. 
· Some: sung hundreds of times – maybe /fully understood what singing.
· Or at least /thought through? 
· Problem w some hymns: so dense – by time thought abt that line – missed next 3 lines!
· Something to be said for repetitive songs!

Mild, he lays his glory by -> allowed 3 things to happen:
born that we no more may die;
born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth.

Mild, he lays his glory by
· Jesus laid aside his glory. 3 examples of Jesus’ glory:
· #1 OT: Daniel – fiery furnace
· King Nebuchadnezzar – Babylon – wants to punish 3 men who trust in Most High God. 
· Tied up – thrown into fire – so hot: soldiers die.
· Daniel 3:25 I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.
· I believe Jesus is 4th man. Why? 
· B/c looking into a white-hot fire – sees ppl walking around – says: that one is different. 
· Those other 3 walking around – unharmed - /gods. But he does. Glory!
· #2 Gospels: Transfiguration
· Full of weird stories – up there. Luke 9.
· Jesus & 3 closest friends – up mountain – pray. 
· Peter, James, John fall asleep.  
· Wake up to find - the appearance of [Jesus] face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning…
· Moses & Elijah … in glorious splendour. 
· As they try to desc scene: they saw his glory and the two men standing with him
· Moses & Elijah in glorious splendour. 
· But J is the glorious one. M&E – in glorious splendour – become two men standing with him. 
· J outshines glorious splendour!
· #3 vision of Heaven given to John: Revelation 1:12-17 I saw … someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. The hair on his head was white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. … His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. 
· Glory!
· But at the incarnation, Jesus laid his glory aside. 
· Mild, he lays his glory by.
· Would you lay that aside?
· I’d /give that up – none would. 
· Hold on to it. Enjoy it. Whatever little bit of glory we have – love to hold onto. Love to tell everyone:
· Personal best lap time
· New car
· Christmas tree
· /Wrong w any of that: but we love a tiny bit of glory for a moment. Hate to give it up.
· Jesus had vastly more. But laid it all aside. Every last bit.
· Phil 2:7 he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant 
· Absolutely no glory at all in coming as a baby to a poor peasant family – laid in an animal feeding trough.
· Mild?
· Today English: mild = boring, mid, dull.
· Mild curry. /Spicy. /Interesting.
· Mild weather. /Hot, /cold. Warm-ish – for the time of year.
· Old English: restrained, gentle, /harsh.
· When you /use the power, strength you have. Restrained.
· Robin – Keren newborn.
· Set all strength aside – perfect gentleness
· In humility and gentleness, Jesus did the same. 
· Glorious one became nothing. 
· Why? For us. Our benefit.
· As he came down, he lifted us up.
· Out of our sin – out of shame – out of death - out of hopelessness.

Pause to reflect: say thank you: laid glory aside for you.
born that we no more may die;
born to raise us from the earth

Jesus saves us from death
· Death: greatest enemy. Touches all of us.
· Some here: recently & very personally. Space at table this Christmas. Profoundly sad.
· Others: feel body getting weaker as each year passes.
· Young here?
· If honest: feel weakness in mind, fragility in emotions.
· Reality we must all face:
· Unless J returns first: one way or another – every one of us – going into the earth.
· Hymn: born to raise us from the earth – resurrection.
· One of boldest statements Jesus ever made: Say together! John 11:25-26 I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.
· Either: utter delusional nonsense
· Or it’s true – and best news for all of us.
· I am the resurrection and the life. Saying?
· Wrapped up in me – is life itself. Life is in me. 
· Any hope of resurrection – any hope of life after death: in me. 
· And if you believe in me – trust me - says Jesus – it’s yours. Even though you die, you will live. Never finally and fully die at all. 
· With me: always have life. Enough life in Jesus – with him: you will live.
· Imagine for a second that it’s true. 
· Changes everything about how you see the world. 
· This is /all there is. However bad this gets – there’s hope.
· /Live for this world’s pleasures. /Have to make the most of every moment. Give your time-money to other ppl. Dedicate best years: serving other ppl.
· /Fear of missing out. Whole of eternity to do fun stuff. Better coming!
· And when s/o dies – in X – follower of J – we grieve – of course we grieve – miss them. But we /grieve like the rest of mankind who have no hope. See them again. 
· But is it true? Was Jesus right?
· Best thing I can say: J = only person ever to rise from dead. So speaks w plenty of authority on this subject.
· This is why historic truth of resurrection of Jesus is absolutely critical to Xn faith.
· If he’s raised, logical to believe him when he talks about having life in himself. 
· I’m trusting him to take me beyond this life. 
· Holding his hand when I go.
· Jesus was born so we can have a calm assurance about what comes next – to free us to live for the next world - /this one. 
· Cricket tournament going on right now: Ashes. First time: 1882. 
· One of England team: CT Studd:
· Left a glittering career – international sportsman: missionary.
· 3 years later: on a boat to China – serve w China Inland Misison – 15yrs.
· 6 yrs in India
· Set up Heart of Africa mission (later: WEC International) – planting churches in Sudan, Kenya – rest of life in Congo – died.
· I know that cricket would not last, and honour would not last, and nothing in this world would last, but it was worthwhile living for the world to come[endnoteRef:1]. [1:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Studd ] 

· You?
· Resurrection: Kind of belief that changes your life. 
· Way you live life. Priorities.

Pause to reflect: think about death & resurrection. Ask him to help change your mind.

Born to give us second birth.
· If death is humanity’s greatest fear, I think starting again is our biggest longing.
· For criminals coming out of prison, we talk abt turning over a new leaf. 
· Friend just come out of prison. Spent most of life in care system – then in prison. 
· Explain: /leaves on trees. Leaf of paper. Everything written down – recorded. Turn over a new page – blank sheet of paper.
· So many try to make a fresh start. Fail. Why so hard? 
· Same person. Same faults. Same habits. Same sins. Same self-destructive tendencies.
· So many of us wish we could have a fresh start but it just /seem possible. 
· How many times: wish I could do that again – but better!
· That conversation – that action. We live with regret – guilt.
· Jesus had a similar conversation with an old man called Nicodemus - Nic
· very religious – Pharisee – strictest of religious sects of that time.
· Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.
· You need a new start Nic - born again – rebirth.
· Nic’s response: predictable: How can someone be born when they are old?
· Saying: what are you talking about Jesus? How can anyone be literally reborn?
· Wonder: reading too much into it: mentions he’s old. 
· Too old to start again. Too old to change. 
· At least young ppl: bit more optimistic abt themselves? But old: tried to change.
· You today?
· Jesus presses in: Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.
· See what J saying? Born again – rebirth: needs the Spirit. 
· Holy Spirit has to do something. It’s his work that brings someone to life – new birth.
· /Something you can do on your own. Need help. /Birth yourself! S/t he must do!
· BTW: /hung up on water and Spirit. 
· /Baptism. Not mentioned anywhere in this passage. /Saying must be baptised to enter kingdom of God. 
· Either: 
· born of water & Spirit: natural birth. Amniotic fluid. Messy business. Need more than that. All have that. Need Sp too – spiritual rebirth. Certainly true. 
· More likely: to ears of expert in Jewish law: washing away sin. Lots of examples in OT[endnoteRef:2]: eg. Ps 51 wash me from my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin…wash me and I will be whiter than snow. [2:  Ezekiel 36:25; Numbers 19:17–19; also Titus 3:5; Ephesians 5:26; John 13:10; 1 Corinthians 6:11] 

· Need sin washed away & Holy Spirit to bring you to life. That’s new birth. 
· That’s /turning over a new leaf -> b/c new person! 
· John 3:7 You must be born again.
· If so impt, how do you get it? Let’s say you’ve been coming here a while. Find it helpful – interesting – like ppl – maybe found some friends. 
· Do you have new birth? B/c Jesus said you MUST be born again. 
· /Enter Kingdom of God w/o it. You can enter Park Church – make friends – but Kingdom of God: only 1 way: need to become a new person.
· How do you get that? Jesus tells us – same passage: the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.
· Son of Man = Jesus: I must be lifted up.
· Talking about crucifixion. Lifted up from earth. In public. In a way that everyone can see. 
· Every last hint of glory removed as the Son of God dies in our place.
· He died on a cross – taking responsibility on himself for all our sin & shame. Everything horrible – hateful – evil -in us – becomes his. 
· How born again? How new life? New start? 
· As you look to Jesus - believe. Trust him. 
· That’s where the life comes from. That’s when the washing happens. That’s when the HS enters and makes you into a new person.

Pause to reflect: have you done that? Need to do today for 1st time? Maybe need to come back for 1000th time – say sorry.

Communion

