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#4 ? (2:2-20)

· After the week we’ve just had – Hab’s complaint 2,500yrs ago feels as relevant as ever:
1:2-4
How long, Lord, must I call for help,
    but you do not listen?
Or cry out to you, ‘Violence!’
    but you do not save?
Why do you make me look at injustice?
    Why do you tolerate wrongdoing?
Destruction and violence are before me;
    there is strife, and conflict abounds.
Therefore the law is paralysed,
    and justice never prevails.
The wicked hem in the righteous,
    so that justice is perverted.
· Seen: God’s response: a greater power is coming – Babylonian army – as divine judgement. 
· Seen how Habakkuk: man of faith – trusts the character of God. Knows God is good. 
· Questions: /understand your ways LORD – trust you are eternal – sovereign - good.
· Left him standing on city wall – LORD: trust you: watch & wait, in faith[endnoteRef:1]. [1:  Habakkuk 2:1] 


Judgement is coming (v2-3)
the LORD replied: ‘Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that a herald may run with it.
· So what he’s about to say: write it down – for him: clay tablet[endnoteRef:2].  [2:  Probably something like this: https://www.timesofisrael.com/by-the-rivers-of-babylon-exhibit-breathes-life-into-judean-exile/ ] 

· Habakkuk: everyone needs to hear this – spread this msg around.
· Xns often: ashamed of idea of God’s judgement. /Be.
· Alternative: far worse! Unrestricted human evil. 
· Great comfort to know: law court where everyone will be judged. /Beyond reach of anyone. Everyone held to account.
For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.
· B says: there is an end. 
· Life will /always carry on as it always has. The end will come one day – at the appointed time. 
· For Hab: talking abt destruction of Babylon. 
· Write down on clay tablet – need to know this – but it’s gonna be a while. /Give up. Be patient.
· Abt 150yrs – before Babylonians were defeated by Persians (Iranian friends!) 539BC.
· Ultimately, looks forward to a greater appointed time – likewise everyone needs to know abt:
· Jesus will return – bringing judgement & destruction.
· There’s an appointed day – Jesus: about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father[endnoteRef:3].  [3:  Matthew 24:36] 

· Though it linger, it will certainly come. No delays - /way to put it off.
· That day will come like a thief. IOW: when you’re not expecting it – when asleep – at work – going about your day. Bang – that’s it. Jesus returns – wraps it all up[endnoteRef:4] – face your maker.   [4:  Revelation 6:14] 

· 2Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
· So that’s part 1 in answering the qn: what to do abt violence & injustice?
· Judgement is coming. 
· We should seek justice – police – courts etc. But when that fails - be assured – God will deal w it – sooner or later.

A better way to be human (v4-5)
· Two visions of what it means to be human (v4-5)
· Trust in yourself: v4 someone who is[endnoteRef:5] puffed up; his desires are not upright [5:  The NIV translation here I think is really unhelpful. The NIV identifies the proud person as “the enemy” – which naturally sounds to us like the Babylonians. But almost every other translation rightly keeps the identification of the “puffed up” person neutral. The contrast is not between the “puffed up” Babylonians and the righteous Jews, but between the proud and the godly. What matters is faith, not ethnicity.] 

· Trust in God: the righteous person will live by his faithfulness[endnoteRef:6]. [6:  Faithfulness and faith are the same word in Hebrew, apparently. I guess the NIV assumes the faithfulness to the God’s promise of v2-3? Other translation (inc NIV 1984!) ] 

· Someone who trusts in self: puffed up – inflated ego – to think more of yourself than you should – proud. 
· I am the main thing in my world. What I want matters most. 
· If that’s your vision of what it means to be human – the things you want your desires: /upright.
· Reminds me: Martin Luther: natural human condition - curved in on ourselves[endnoteRef:7]. Not upright. [7:  https://www.ligonier.org/podcasts/things-unseen-with-sinclair-ferguson/turned-in-on-ourselves ] 

· Mentions 2 desires here. If you are proud & trusting in self – you’ll end up greedy & oppressing others.
· /Happen immediately - /happen to everyone in same way – but general rule that’s direction of travel. Show you:
· Greedy: Listen: [proud person] is arrogant and never at rest. Because he is as greedy as the grave and like death is never satisfied
· Picture? as greedy as the grave. Get? Death: never satisfied. Death: /says – got enough now. No, always gathering ppl in. 
· In same way: if put self first – inevitably: never satisfied.  
· Proud person: always wants more - Greedy as the grave – but - never at rest – never satisfied. Why? 
· If you think you are the most impt thing in the world – of course you deserve everything the world has to offer. 
· You deserve happiness – deserve best holidays – deserve beautiful girlfriend – deserve money – deserve Instagram lifestyle.
· Western economy based on that very idea: get more & more stuff – update – upgrade – then you’ll be satisfied & at rest. 
· Work? Of course not. 
· Know it’s a lie – still fall for it regularly! 
· That’s why a proud person is never at rest – never satisfied. Believes he is ^^^ - deserves everything good. 
· Oppressive: end v5 he gathers to himself all the nations and takes captive all the peoples
· If you’re proud – you think that you matter most in the world – naturally: become an oppressor – others less impt – bend them to do your will.
· Racism – misogyny – abuse – ppl thinking: I am better – I matter more. 
· Pride -> oppression. Pride -> greed.
· Other vision of humanity: end v4 but the righteous person will live by his faithfulness. Or by faith. 
· If you live by faith in God – ack: /^impt – ack: person under authority. Should humble you. Xns should be ^humble ppl.
· Learn to be satisfied – at rest – he begins to uncurve you.
· This verse quoted 3x in NT[endnoteRef:8]. Galatians 3:11 no one who relies on the law is justified before God, because the righteous will live by faith [8:  Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:37] 

· IOW: /fix yourself - /uncurve self – no matter how hard you try – how good you try to be - /enough. 
· Live by faith. Faith in God – through Jesus Christ – only that - will save you. 
· Radical idea: faith alone that matters. 
· /Ethnicity. /Social status. /Education. /Contacts. /Good works. /Giving to charity. /Coming to church. /Reading the Bible. Faith in God through Jesus Christ.
· Trusting him today? Recognise any of these faults in self? Tend to think ur best person your know? 
· Run to him today – trust Jesus as Lord and saviour and God.
· Which vision of humanity are you going with? 
· Trust yourself? Or God? 
· Matters: judgement is coming. Basis of that judgement: who are you trusting?

Every wrong will be put right
· Rest of chapter: 5 woes. 5 warnings for proud ppl. 
· Heavy going. Basically: read. 
· Notice: dripping with irony. 
· Msg: justice will be done. What you have done will come back to haunt you. God will put every wrong right. 

Woe to the thief (v6-8)
Woe to him who piles up stolen goods
    and makes himself wealthy by extortion!
How long must this go on?
Will not your creditors suddenly arise?
    Will they not wake up and make you tremble?
    Then you will become their prey.
Because you have plundered many nations,
    the peoples who are left will plunder you.
For you have shed human blood;
    you have destroyed lands and cities and everyone in them.
Basically: what you steal will be stolen.

Woe to the unjust (v9-11)
Woe to him who builds his house by unjust gain,
    setting his nest on high
         to escape the clutches of ruin!
Image: builds a big house with money from proceeds of crime – thinks he’s built a nest – high up & untouchable.
You have plotted the ruin of many peoples,
    shaming your own house and forfeiting your life.
Destroyed ppl to feather your own nest.
The stones of the wall will cry out,
    and the beams of the woodwork will echo it.
That same house will cry out judgement against you & be your destruction. No-one gets away with it.

Woe to the violent (v12-13)
Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed
    and establishes a town by injustice!
Has not the Lord Almighty determined
    that the people’s labour is only fuel for the fire,
    that the nations exhaust themselves for nothing?
IOW: all you have built in your life – will end up as fuel to burn you up.

Woe to the immoral (v15-17)
Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbours,
    pouring it from the wineskin till they are drunk,
    so that he can gaze on their naked bodies!
You will be filled with shame instead of glory.
    Now it is your turn! Drink and let your nakedness[endnoteRef:9] be exposed! [9:  This is a very interpretive translation! It actually says, “let your uncircumcision be exposed”. In other words, everyone will see that you are not part of the covenant. ] 

IOW: your immorality will come back to bite you.
The cup from the Lord’s right hand is coming round to you,
    and disgrace will cover your glory.
The violence you have done to Lebanon will overwhelm you,
    and your destruction of animals will terrify you.
For you have shed human blood;
    you have destroyed lands and cities and everyone in them.

Woe to the idolator (v18-19)
Last: you’ve depended on a god of your own creation:
Of what value is an idol carved by a craftsman?
    Or an image that teaches lies?
For the one who makes it trusts in his own creation;
    he makes idols that cannot speak.
Woe to him who says to wood, “Come to life!”
    Or to lifeless stone, “Wake up!”
Can it give guidance?
    It is covered with gold and silver;
    there is no breath in it.

Finally, two responses:
Patient trust
· Probably /notice – this chapter talks a lot about “nations”: v8,10,13,17 
· Not just abt Babylon. /Just abt Israel.
· The problem of sin /confined to Babylonians – or Jews – universal problem.
· The warnings are for the whole earth. God – universal judge will make sure justice is done.
· Spelled out in v14 the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
· How effectively does water cover the sea? 
· Totally & completely! 
· In the same way, everyone – every person on the face of planet earth – all people will know the glory of the LORD. 
· And when the appointed day comes: 
· Relying on self: trusting self: seeing the glory of God: day of terror
· Those trusting Jesus – faith in him: joy
· Until that day: patiently trust – wait for his coming.

Patient awe
v20 The LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him.
· Sometimes the best response to something glorious and terrifying and weighty – is just to shut up and say nothing.
· Reminds me: Ps 46:10 Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.
· Weighty things: God’s sovereign power – his plan to judge the earth – and all its peoples. 
· And to know Jesus himself was humbled – so we can escape this terrible judgement.
· Right to have a sense of awe: be still and know that he is God. Let the earth be silent before him.

Stand in silence. Music team. Pr:
· Weighty things – long for the day: when every eye will see him – coming on clouds in glory[endnoteRef:10].  [10:  Revelation 1:7] 

· Long to see Jesus exalted and honoured as he deserves.
· Long for justice to be done – wrongs to be put right. 
· But we know that day will bring terror as well as joy. 
· Therefore, help us hold out the light & hope of the gospel of Jesus – with urgency. To make it plain – clear – to as many as we can. AMEN.

Sing: Behold Our God

Benediction: we wait for the blessed hope – the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ[endnoteRef:11]. So send us out into the world – with patient hope – and with the name of Jesus on our lips. Amen. [11:  Titus 2:13] 
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