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Galatians 6:2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ. Law? Ppl of God – ch: love each another. New command[endnoteRef:1]. [1:  John 13:34-35] 

· Break from Jer. Enc leadership team to think abt how to respond to financial pressures this winter. Afternoon away together -> made plans.
· Back to B times – Roman Empire - brutal. 
· Disease epidemics swept through empire. 
· Ppl crammed into tiny living spaces in big Roman cities – population density higher than anywhere on earth today[endnoteRef:2].  [2:  Stark, Rodney. The Rise of Christianity. p151] 

· Constant fear of fire – building collapse – disease – bugs everywhere. Terrible smell – famed for public sanitation, but only for wealthy.
· If you fell on hard times - sick – disabled - /work – burden b/c great -> /family to help -> beg -> died.
· V little in terms of govt handouts – if Roman citizen – limited. If not (most ppl) - /[endnoteRef:3]. [3:  https://econplus.wordpress.com/2016/06/14/what-have-the-romans-ever-done-for-us-a-brief-examination-of-the-roman-welfare-state/ ] 

· Life was brutal for the poor.
· But in 33AD s/t remarkable happened in a single room in Jerusalem – change the world forever:
· HS came and filled 120 followers of J -> Acts 2:44-45 [they] had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.
· The followers of J carried EO burdens. Loved - cared – sacrificed - for OA.
· Acts 4:32-35 No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. 
With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all that … 
· They did miracles in Jesus name?
· They sent out missionaries?
· They sat up all night singing worship songs?
· …there were no needy persons among them. Imagine that. 
· Life was /longer brutal for the poor. Carried EO burdens.
· How work? from time to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need[endnoteRef:4]. [4:  There follows the example of Barnabas, who of course ends up playing a significant part in the story of the early church as the first advocate for Saul/Paul (Acts 9:27)] 

· Sign that God’s grace was at work: generous. Cared for OA. /Hungry. /Cold. 
· Acts 6:1 the daily distribution of food [for widows]
· Heard it said: just early church – soon died out. Just desc what happened - /commanded.
· Idea: sacrificial giving wealthier ppl in ch -> protect weak & poor – all through NT:
· Paul: Acts 20:34 In everything I did [all my hard work], I showed you that by … hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ 
· IOW: why work hard? Upgrade car-house-phone? 
· No: so you can be generous to the poor.
· Romans 12:13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.
· James 1:27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress.
· … Why O&W? Poorest - most vulnerable.
· James 2:15-17 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
· Nice religious words “go in peace” – dead faith – just words -> actions prove your faith is genuine[endnoteRef:5]. [5:  Cut for space: S/t get the idea J only spent time w outcasts. He did, a lot. Also w wealthy ppl: Luke 14:12-14 Then Jesus said to his host, ‘When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbours; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind – IOW: poor - and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.’
Everyone has a social circle. Got money: tempting: social circle to be others w money. /Have to go near a poor person. And you can say: look how generous and hospitable I am. Human heart is evil isn’t it!
J: be generous: /get back. Generous to ppl who: /Return the favour. /Business deal. /improve social status.
God knows. Do it for him to see.] 

· Hebrews 10:24-25 Let us consider how we may spur one another on towards love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
· Part of point in coming to ch: 
· BTW: /get this from watching at home. Some watch b/c ill - /get here. But if watching this has replaced going to ch for you…
· Spur OA on – prod OA - to love & good deeds. How does that happen when you come to ch? 
· See needs all around - if you dig deep enough. Find:
· Washing m/c broken – lift somewhere – filling in a form – surviving on next to no food - /afford to fix broken window – help pushing a wheelchair – someone learning to drive needs s/o sit w them – needs s/o to listen.
· Hear that: think – I can help. Spurred on to love & good deeds. Not here just: intellectual stimulation -> action. That’s living faith!

So, said many times: this winter will be a hard one for many. How respond?
· Inspired by these scriptures. Today - launch: Fellowship Fund. 
· Idea: those who can afford to do so – put 1-off gift of whatever size you like - into that fund. 
· Those in need can be helped.
· Practical: Bank transfer – ref: “Fellowship Fund”
· Tax payer: Keith - gift aid forms. 25% extra. 
· Cash: envelope – clear what it’s for.
· Main thing doing w fund: Aldi vouchers – food – household stuff.
· All leadership team have vouchers: E&D stand up. 
· Approach any of them - /tell whole story – /forms – just want to bless you if you’re struggling.
· We can help as many ppl as we have money in the fund. So if you can help, please do.

Objections: whenever – talk abt helping poor – objections. /New! 2Cor 8-9
I can’t afford to help – wrong time to ask!
· Fine, not for you. 
· 2Cor 9:7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
· /Saying have to give. /give cheerfully, /at all. 
· But… 2Cor 9:6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.
· 2Cor 8:13 Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality.
· Saying: /give when you /afford it. /Give so you are hard-pressed. But if you have plenty: give. If you have stinking rich ppl and dirt poor ppl in church: s/t wrong. 

Accountability – ppl w vouchers – give to self – friends?
2Cor 8:20 We want to avoid any criticism of the way we administer this liberal gift. For we are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of man[endnoteRef:6]. [6:  Also 1Timothy 5:7] 

· Church & money – always opp for disaster. Put systems in place. Doing right thing. Seen to be doing right thing. Luke heading up. 

Open to abuse – really needy?
· Same qn in early church: 1Tim 5:3 Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need.  
· /Help everyone. Most vulnerable ppl – ancient times: widows. 
· Safeguards…
· Does they have family who can support them?
1Tim 5:4 if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God.
v8 Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their own household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
· Basically saying: if you think you can just dump your grandma on church to care for: shame on you - /even a Xn. Such basic lived-out faith. 
· Guess that was a problem back then. TBF: /that here.
· Lot of ppl here: /widow – but /family around. 
· Single parents – students – recent graduates – international ppl – elderly ppl. Basically /family they can call on for help.
· If you have family near – prob /realise how much you reply on them. How hard it is alone. 
· Are they a faithful believer?
1Tim 5:5-6 The widow who is really in need and left all alone puts her hope in God and continues night and day to pray and to ask God for help. But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead even while she lives.
· Love AP – gift for memorable turn of phrase!
· Opp of J: John 11:25 The one who believes in me will live, even though they die
· v9-10 No widow may be put on the list of widows unless she is over sixty, has been faithful to her husband, and is well known for her good deeds, such as bringing up children, showing hospitality, washing the feet of the Lord’s people, helping those in trouble and devoting herself to all kinds of good deeds.
· Point: /helping entire community - /first-time visitors –> ppl part of church family here. Ppl who have invested here.
· /Help everyone. Biblically – our resp to big world out there is really limited. 
· Our church’s main way of helping SoT practically – Foodbank. Shoeboxes. Walk Ministries.
· Primary care: family of God.
· Will helping them cause them to become lazy?
· The idea of benefit scroungers, /new thing. The early ch had a really generous benefits system for the truly vulnerable. Remember: govt: /anything.
· Church family cared for its own. Must have been hugely expensive – truly sacrificial giving. No state benefits.
· So, v13-15… they get into the habit of being idle and going about from house to house. And not only do they become idlers, but also busybodies who talk nonsense, saying things they ought not to. So I counsel younger widows to marry, to have children, to manage their homes and to give the enemy no opportunity for slander. 
· Handouts can lead to idleness – causing trouble – ppl w too much time on hands[endnoteRef:7].  [7:  Also: 2Thessalonians 3:10 when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.”] 

· Much better for ppl to be busy: if they are capable of work – then work. If they can marry & care for a family – do that. 
· Clear: not everyone can do that. 
· /Marry & have a family. 
· /Can work. Lots of reports of even working ppl really struggling at moment.
· Impt principle: if the result of our generosity -> idleness. Bad. Wrong. 
· Some thinking: sounded like a socialist @ beginning. Now Tory! Biblical Xn: cuts across political divides. 
· Is s/o else already supporting them?
v16 If any woman who is a believer has widows in her care, she should continue to help them and not let the church be burdened with them, so that the church can help those widows who are really in need.
· Idea of this fund: /take resp for ppl who are already being cared for. 
· Focus of church’s resp: those who have no-one else to support them. 

Postscript…
· Matthew 26:6-11 While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of Simon the [ex!] Leper, a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table.
· When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. “Why this waste?” they asked. “This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to the poor.” 
· Motivated by all this stuff. Let’s be honest: every religion – every moral person – alleviate poverty. All agree.
· Gone to this woman – you could have done so much good w that money! Tipped it all over J!
· Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have with you, but you will not always have me.
· For us: alleviation of suffering – even in ch - /end in itself.
· Impt. But /supremely impt. 
· 1 cause - higher than alleviating suffering of poor: worship of Jesus. Disciples: /get it. Mary did!
· Us: most urgent priority as a ch: glorify J – worship J – elevate J.
· Everything else flows out of that.
· Inc caring for poor.
· Why? B/c he became poor to make us rich[endnoteRef:8].  [8:  2Corinthians 8:9] 

· Gave up the glory of heaven – to die on a cross. So we can go to heaven.
· All our generosity must flow out from that truth.

Quiet: - response.
Pr: This radical generosity of your ppl helped overturn the Roman Empire. May we, your people, be so invested in OA that we see the burdens others are carrying – and so motivated by your gospel that we will help carry them. We admit the hardness of hearts – Holy Spirit, come and soften our hearts to the needs of our bro-sis. Amen.

Sing: O How Good It Is

Benediction: Wherever you send us this week: office – factory – school – uni – family & community… help us to be generous to those around us – knowing that you have been supremely generous to us.



Appendix: New Testament survey of giving for various causes

Churches helping in the community:
Luke 20:25 He said to them, “Then give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”
Romans 13:7 Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honour, then honour.
Galatians 6:9-10 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.
Ephesians 2:10 we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works…
Romans 13:9-10 “Love your neighbour as yourself.” Love does no harm to a neighbour. Therefore love is the fulfilment of the law.

Churches helping churches:
Acts 11:28 Agabus [at Antioch], stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) 29 The disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help for the brothers and sisters living in Judea. 30 This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.
Romans 15:25-26 Now, however, I am on my way to Jerusalem in the service of the Lord’s people there. 26 For Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the Lord’s people in Jerusalem.
Acts 24:17 After an absence of several years, I came to Jerusalem to bring my people gifts for the poor and to present offerings.

1Cor 16:1 Now about the collection for the Lord’s people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. 2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. 3 Then, when I arrive, I will give letters of introduction to the men you approve and send them with your gift to Jerusalem.

2Cor 8:1-15 And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. 5 And they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us. 6 So we urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. 7 But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you — see that you also excel in this grace of giving.
8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.
10 And here is my judgment about what is best for you in this matter. Last year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 11 Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means. 12 For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what one does not have.
13 Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. 14 At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. The goal is equality, 15 as it is written: “The one who gathered much did not have too much, and the one who gathered little did not have too little.”
16 Thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same concern I have for you. 17 For Titus not only welcomed our appeal, but he is coming to you with much enthusiasm and on his own initiative. 18 And we are sending along with him the brother who is praised by all the churches for his service to the gospel. 19 What is more, he was chosen by the churches to accompany us as we carry the offering, which we administer in order to honour the Lord himself and to show our eagerness to help. 20 We want to avoid any criticism of the way we administer this liberal gift. 21 For we are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of man.
2Cor 9:1-15 There is no need for me to write to you about this service to the Lord’s people. 2 For I know your eagerness to help, and I have been boasting about it to the Macedonians, telling them that since last year you in Achaia were ready to give; and your enthusiasm has stirred most of them to action. 3 But I am sending the brothers in order that our boasting about you in this matter should not prove hollow, but that you may be ready, as I said you would be. 4 For if any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we—not to say anything about you—would be ashamed of having been so confident. 5 So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to visit you in advance and finish the arrangements for the generous gift you had promised. Then it will be ready as a generous gift, not as one grudgingly given.
6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written:
“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor;
    their righteousness endures forever.”
10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!

Phil 4:10-19 I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you were concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him who gives me strength.
14 Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. 15 Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; 16 for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid more than once when I was in need. 17 Not that I desire your gifts; what I desire is that more be credited to your account. 18 I have received full payment and have more than enough. I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. 19 And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.

