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8v22-30 #24 Jesus the Messiah
· Today we conclude part 1 of Mark’s gospel. Right in the middle. Pinnacle.
· Blind man: weird story –> half-heals him -> trees walking round -> fully sees.
· Up to now – biggest theme – back to again & again - who is Jesus? Tie that up today.

· Been building a picture right from start: Who is Jesus?
· John sent as an envoy 1v2 Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.
· He’s coming – prepare your hearts to meet the Lord.
· Saw that Jesus came from 1:9 Nazareth in Galilee – a backwater – rough unsophisticated place.
· See: coming - /movers & shakers - /high-fliers. To the left-out and left-behind – socially isolated, uncomfortable and unwanted.
· Baptism: 1:11 You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.
· See: God himself calls J his son – loved by God – God is pleased with him – seal of approval on all he does.
· First words from J: 1:15 The time has come…The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!
· All the waiting is over. The time has come – the time is now. The King has arrived – God has arrived on earth as Lord and King. 
· That is the good news - gospel. God has come to us. So come to him. Trust him. Faith in him.
· Building a picture: King – Son of God -> /behave like a king -> ordinary ppl.
· Build further: casts out a demon: 1:24 I know who you are – the Holy One of God.
· 2:5 Forgives sins – only God can forgive sins they mutter. Yes. Point.
· 2:28 calls himself the Son of Man – British ears: /special -> all are? 
· No, from Daniel 7 there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language worshipped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.
· J claims that for himself: authority, glory, sovereign power – worship from all nations – eternal kingdom.
· Hear SoG - SoM -> divinity – humanity. No, divinity.
· Same verse 2:28 the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath
· So doing – puts himself over and above the OT Law handed down for generations. Above the Law of God.
· 4:41 the disciples nearly all drowned in a freak storm on the lake – with just a few words “Be still” – he over-rules the forces of nature. 
· Total authority over the natural world. 
· Disciples’ response “who is this?” Great question! See picture being built up.
· 5:15 Man full of demons – naked – crying out in graveyard – self-harming. 
· J: total authority over demons – over ever evil power. All the scary stuff: /scary to him. Speaks a word.
· 5:34 says to woman – bleeding 12yrs - Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your suffering. 
· And she is! Total authority over sickness.
· 5:41 Takes a little dead girl by the hand Little girl, I say to you, get up! 
· And she does. Total authority over death even. Greatest enemy.
· 6:34 Jesus is portrayed as the good shepherd of the lost sheep of Israel.
· Conjuring up images from Ezekiel 34 one who was coming: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them…. I will rescue them … I will gather them … I will tend them… make them lie down … I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak.
· 6:48 Walks on water – like only God can. 
· And was about to “pass by” the disciples in the boat, just as God did in his glory as he “passed by” Moses (Ex 33) – taking the glory of God -> applying it to himself.
· 7:37 even the Gentiles say he has done everything well.
· Who is he? 1:1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God. 
· That’s who he is! The good news – the gospel - /just a msg – person. 
· He is the good news – the fact that the Son of God has come to us – the promised Messiah has come to us – that’s the good news!
· Believer today: hope heart sings at hearing this stuff!
· Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ. (Rom 10:17)
· My hope is built on nothing less: than Jesus blood and righteousness – no merit of my own I claim – but wholly rest on Jesus name.

· Disciples: mixed bag. Often amazed at Jesus:
· 1:21 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law.
· 2:12 After healing paralysed man – forgiving his sins: We have never seen anything like this!
· 5:20 after healing demon-possessed man all the people were amazed
· 5:42 after raising Jairus’ little daughter from dead: they were completely astonished lit: astonished with great astonishment!
· 6:1 teaching in synagogue – amazed
· 7:37 after healing deaf-mute man – hyper-exceedingly-amazed!
· Just as often: confused:
· Sower & seed: 4:13 Don’t you understand this parable? How then will you understand any parable?
· 6:51 After J walks on water – gets into boat - they were completely amazed, for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened. Condemnation: should have understood more by this point!
· Saw last week – ch8 - their spiritual blindness. Even after J had fed 5000 - then 4000 – then they’re short of bread in the boat one day. Literally have no idea what to do.
· 8:17-18 Do you still not see or understand? Are your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear?
· Do you still not believe? Are you hard-hearted too? Seen all this: where’s your faith? Say you believe – why is that not affecting your decisions?
· It’s like they’re half-way there in believing – in trusting. 
· They do see – sometimes – in part. And sometimes they don’t. 
· They do hear – sometimes – in part. And sometimes they don’t.
· All that sets up strange little story of blind man. 
· 8:22 He took the blind man by the hand and led him outside the village. When he had spat on the man’s eyes and put his hands on him, Jesus asked, ‘Do you see anything?’
He looked up and said, ‘I see people; they look like trees walking around.’
· He saw – in part. Needed more.
· See where this is going? Special miracle. 
· /Jesus had a bad day. Had a go at healing him – failed. Had another go. Finally made it work.
· J acting out what’s going on in the disciples.
· They saw in part who he is – half-way there. And then they saw everything clearly.
· Once more Jesus put his hands on the man’s eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. 
· That’s what the disciples need. Eyes half-open – need to be fully opened. Need another touch from J. Then see everything clearly!
· Look what happens next in story:
v27 ‘Who do people say I am?’
They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.’
· The people – often amazed at Jesus - /get who he is. Vast majority of crowd – eyes shut still. Blind. Wrong identity.
‘But what about you?’ he asked. ‘Who do you say I am?’ – what’s your conclusion after everything that’s happened?
Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah.’
· Yes! He sees! Spiritual eyes are opened – spiritual sight is restored – everything seen clearly!
· Peter – speaking on behalf of the team – we know who you are. You are who 1:1 said you are. You are Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God.
· End of first half of Mark’s gospel. The disciples get it. Eyes opened. Identity of Jesus is confirmed. They finally believe he is the Messiah. He is the SoG!
· Taking a break after today. Part 2: cross. From this point onwards -> J is resolutely headed towards death. 
· B/c that’s what the Messiah, the Son of God came to do:
· v31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.
· First time that’s been mentioned. They struggle to get heads round that too. 
· But that’s his purpose. Once they’ve accepted who he is – they need to see why he’s come. 
· To be the sacrifice for sin. To die in the place of sinners like you and me. 

Mean for us today?
· Conversion is an unblinding of your eyes, spiritually. 
· Start out – natural state for all people: blind. /Give a thought to spiritual matters. /Care. /No sense.
· For some: Spirit works: dramatic, instant way. Instantly: like blindfold been taken off – see everything clearly all in one go. 
· For others, gradual. Interest kindled in you. Fascination w things of God – or w church – or what these ppl have that you /. 
· Grows – slowly – imperceptibly. See, unclearly. 
· Quite normal for the Holy Spirit to do this in people. 
· Stay w the Lord -> keeps unblinding you bit by bit. 
· S/t ppl hear great testimonies – I was a terrorist and was about to push the button on a bomb – vision of Jesus[endnoteRef:1].  [1:  There are plenty of stories… https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/24/world/middleeast/the-jihadi-who-turned-to-jesus.html ] 

· Praise the Lord for those! /Common.
· Danger: think: I was a good kid – nice family – godly parents – ch – taught Xn morality. 
· OK – normal. Just like the blind man – just like disciples. 
· Msg for all of us is this:
· Stay w Jesus: he is the one who unblinds us and makes us see truth. 
· How does that happen? Hear evidence in word ->  believe. Put faith in him today[endnoteRef:2] – as the Messiah – Son of God. [2:  2Cor 5:7 we live by faith, not by sight] 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]/Be afraid of death b/c my King – my lord – has conquered death.
· /Be afraid of evil powers b/c my King – my Lord – bigger. Allowing truth of the word to shape how I respond.
· /Be ashamed of Jesus – follow him openly – b/c in his day – even the Gentiles said he has done everything well.

Communion – remove covers
· Share communion together. Break bread & drink wine.
· Do collectively – in B – always in the context of a meal. 
· Gone astray a bit - individual cups – bits of broken bread. Makes it feel all very individual. Me & my time w Lord. No, collective. 
· Meant as a family gathering: declare together: following Jesus - saved by Jesus – forgiven by Jesus – looking forward to seeing J. Collective encouragement.
· 1Cor 10:17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf.
· Today: collective reminder: always going to be some blindness this site of heaven. We all fall short of God’s glory – all close our spiritual eyes s/t. Even on a good day we only see in part – a pale reflection – full of distortion. But then we shall see face to face[endnoteRef:3].  [3:  1Corinthians 13:12] 

· All need his forgiveness – once for all time – but also day by day.
· So Lord – we turn our hearts to you right now – confess our faults & failures to you – confess the blindness still in us.
· Lord, need a fresh touch from you – take us to next level of understanding – faith.
· Thx: by your death & resn – all our sins are atoned for – nailed to that cross w you Lord. Give you thanks for your body cursed – broken – beaten for our sakes. Blood spilled. 

Eat as served: This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.

Drink together: This is my blood - poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Lord, help us together - to see with the same spiritual clarity as Job:
Job 19:25-27 I know that my redeemer lives,
    and that in the end he will stand on the earth.
And after my skin has been destroyed,
    yet in my flesh I will see God;
I myself will see him
    with my own eyes – I, and not another.
    How my heart yearns within me!
Lord, may our hearts yearn within us for you today.
Sing: The grace of God has reached for me (The Lord is my Salvation)




