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7v1-23 #21 Jesus vs Religion
· S/o b/c Xn – rel w AlmG thru J. Baggage. All diff. 
· Process of sanctification: HS + WoG -> shape thinking - behaviour.
· C1 - ^problems -> Jewish baggage: traditions of Jewish culture – traditions of the elders.
· Im: Rome – gentile followers of Jesus. In ch: Jewish friends: if you want to please God: follow Jewish traditions: Argue: J is Jewish Messiah – apostles – rooted in OT
· Circumcised. /pork - shellfish. Jewish festivals. 
· All kinds of qns & confusion: should we gentiles follow Jewish tradition? 
· M Gospel written to gentiles – know that -> v3-4:  explaining Jewish traditions. 
· See how J dealt w most dedicated of all Jewish leaders: Pharisees. 

Into text: v1 The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem gathered round Jesus and saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed.
· Who Pharisees? Baddies in gospels. Constant clashes w Jesus – hate the way he breaks all their rules - /care traditions.
· I think this was all coming to a head: They had rules abt how to stay pure: 
· /near s/o leprosy –> Jesus did – Mark 1:40
· /near tax collectors –> Jesus did 2:13
· /near gentiles –> Jesus did 5:1 + next two
· /near menstruating women –> Jesus did 5:25
· /corpses –> Jesus did 5:35
· Here: wash hands: /clean dirt off
· About ritual purity – if you do this -> please God. 
· /About that in OT – except for priests[endnoteRef:1] – totally made up. [1:  Interestingly, it’s Jesus’ disciples who are accused of not washing their hands, not Jesus. Did Jesus wash his hands because of his role as great high priest?] 

· J + followers ignored them. 
· Pharisees added a huge layer of extra “traditions of the elders” – /Bible - wrote down: Talmud. Same authority.
· Mark explains: v4 they observe many other traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles
· Detailed: 30 chapters on washing of pots & pans[endnoteRef:2].  [2:  Read it in all its glory here: http://halakhah.com/rst/taharoth/53%20-%20Keilim.pdf] 

· 4 chapters on hand-washing[endnoteRef:3].  [3:  Albeit a smaller one: only 4 chapters. Read it here: http://halakhah.com/rst/taharoth/62%20-%20Yodoyim.pdf although some of this volume also applies: http://halakhah.com/rst/taharoth/57%20-%20Tohoros.pdf ] 

· 10 chapters on different types of immersion: pot, ditch, rain, pool, fountain, flowing[endnoteRef:4]. [4:  http://halakhah.com/rst/taharoth/58%20-%20Mikva'os.pdf ] 

· Enormous! 73 volumes. Nearly 3m long. 330lb, 150Kg. Amazon: Just under £3000[endnoteRef:5]. Fell on you: crush you! [5:  https://www.artscroll.com/Details.aspx?itemNo=9781578190676 ] 

· More impt: to those: spiritually crushed every single day.
· Imagine trying to keep all those rules. Constant fear: /done enough – /enough - God will reject me.
· You feel that way abt God today?
· /Please him - /ever do enough – always fail. That’s the problem w religion.
· Religion says “do”. Jesus says “done”.
· Religion says “try harder” – Jesus says “It is finished!”
· Religion says “atone for sin – make up for your failures” – Jesus says “I give my life as a ransom for many[endnoteRef:6]” [6:  Mark 10:45] 

· All religions in the end place a burden on people – grinds down – sucks life. J is diff – in him is life – peace – hope - forgiveness.
· Mulling over this: work in progress – new religion of woke.
· Always condemned: can never be woke enough – ever demanding spotlight of Twitter – the all-seeing eye waiting to smite you if you say the wrong thing. 
· /Forgiveness: Things said 20yrs ago in a private email – haunt you forevermore. /Undo it. /Forgiveness - /redemption - /way back.
· Brings judgement: cancelled – career over.
· Hugely demanding burden.

J critique of religious leaders:
Jesus: you consider the outward appearance, but it’s the heart that matters most (v6-7)
v6-7 Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: “These people honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain”
· J: Pharisees: Hypocrites: Gk word -> English. Actor. S/o who plays a part. 
· J: actors – all of you – playing at religion – pretending to be godly but inside: far from God.
· Lips – honour me – words all sound good. Heart: far from me. So worship: /genuine - /real. All fake. 
· Relevance to us? Often put ourselves in place of the disciples – goodies. Grave mistake. 
· Much more in common w Pharisees. Every time you read abt Pharisees: replace in your mind: evangelical Xns. Why?
· Loved word – prayed – fasted – v hospitable – Bible studies - evangelism - generous – community-minded - they felt: culture war – pagan Romans – anything goes sexuality – took a stand for holiness, marriage, family, hard work. 
· Us. So J critique of them: take v seriously. 
· Sam Storms: some of the scariest words in all of scripture. 
· So, so easy: come to ch – put smile on face – say all right things – sing all right songs – maybe even w raised hands – pray prayers - or be moved to tears. But heart elsewhere. 
· /Saying: those things bad. /Saying: /bother. Good things. Excellent things. 
· Saying: matters most: heart. God sees heart. Cares abt heart. 
· When heart is right: overflow into all kinds of good actions. Start w heart. 
· Good actions /make up for a heart that is far from God. w/o a heart that is engaged w God - /else matters. 
· Pr most eloquent prayers – worship in finest cathedral – or living room – read 10 chapters a day – or 10 verses – or /pick up a B. If heart is far from God everything else is irrelevant[endnoteRef:7].  [7:  Cut for space:
Following on from that, we should be v careful about criticising other believers’ ways of doing things just b/c different from us. /See their heart. Know very spiritual ppl – worship in a v diff way to us. 
Hymn sandwich, KJV Bible. 
40mins loud guitar-driven – lights & smoke. 
/Like either. But neither tells us anything at all about heart. Could do it like that – that – this – in all 3 - could be genuinely, humbly following Lord – or hearts could be a million miles away. ] 

· They worship me in vain – If heart /in it, God /listening - /impressed. Quote from Is 29. Perhaps mind goes to earlier in Is – ch1[endnoteRef:8]: Turn? [8:  Similarly, Amos 5:21-24 which is just as striking but doesn’t mention redemption.] 

· Stop bringing meaningless offerings! … I cannot bear your worthless assemblies… I hate your festivals with all my being… They have become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them. When you spread out your hands in prayer, I hide my eyes from you; even when you offer many prayers, I am not listening.
· Why? B/c all fake! All a show – hearts miles away.
· Wash and make yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of my sight; stop doing wrong. Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead the case of the widow.
· Examine own hearts. Where today?
· Think that’s me – I am a hypocrite – my heart /always in it. I do try to impress other ppl by sounding more spiritual than I am.
· So God hates our worship? /Listen to prayers?
· Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.
· X died for our sin of hypocrisy too. X died for our people-pleasing. /Go away from here feeling condemned as a hypocrite. Come to J who can wash you clean – white as snow.
· And then he hears your prayers – /hide eyes: gazes on you as his beloved – loves to hear your worship – singing – praise.
· And your clean heart will want to learn to do right – love justice – gladly stand up for the weakest & lost & lowly.


Jesus: you live by man-made rules but scripture alone matters (v8-13)
v10 Moses said, “Honour your father and mother,” and, “Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to death.”  But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to help their father or mother is Corban (that is, devoted to God) –then you no longer let them do anything for their father or mother. Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. 
· Going on? Invented this idea called Corban – pledge that you’re planning to give it to God. Eg: House: belongs to G – devoted to him. Money, time. 
· Sounds v spiritual: His house belongs to G! His money isn’t his anymore – given – actually pledged - it all to the Lord!
· Cover-up for greed: Elderly parents need help. Home, money. Sorry, can’t help you out – belongs to God now – not mine to give. 
· Instead of honouring father & mother – supported an idea that undermined it. Failed to keep law: 5C.
· See how J is blasting religious ppl with Law? Not so good as you think!
· And you do many things like that.
· Eg: Talk about baby donkeys – yes, heard right! Numbers 3:13 I set apart every firstborn in Israel, whether human or animal. They are to be mine. I am the LORD.
· So your firstborn baby donkey belongs to the LORD –> Temple. Easy. 
· Listen to Talmud. Page 1:
· If he sells the unborn offspring of a donkey to a gentile, or is a partner with him to share the profit…the offspring is exempt from the law of the firstling since it said “all firstborn in Israel”, not the firstborn produced among others.
· IOW: Numbers 3:13 – all firstborn -> LORD. But if selling to a Gentile – as long as you can sell it before it’s born – technically not “in Israel” any more – so /have to give to God. 
· Tax-avoidance scheme: make sure all your firstborn animals are sold to Gentile ppl - /have to give any to God. 
· Even better: go into partnership w a gentile to share profit. /have to find a buyer any more. 
· Simplified it for you. Read original – link in notes[endnoteRef:9]. Fascinating – full of loopholes to get out of fulfilling the clear command.  [9:  With some edits to simplify the content: https://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product_slideshow?sku=565263&actual_sku=565263&slide=3 ] 

· Point of Law in first place? Give the best – first – to God – out of gratitude – thanks – praise. Lord, you have the first part of my wealth.
· Pharisees – loopholes – natural human heart will always do that – loopholes. Major on minors & minor on majors. Focus on little things – feel: aren’t I holy! 
· Ignore the actual big commands of God.
· Sat w ppl – done myself - to discuss some esoteric point of doctrine – freewill & predestination – minor point of eschatology – while completely ignoring the much clear commands to advocate on behalf of poor & vulnerable.
· Have to be very careful when we are willing to be outspoken about marriage btw 1man – 1woman. But literally turn our nose up at gay or transgender neighbour – ignoring Biblical command to love your neighbour. 2nd greatest command accd to J.

Jesus: the source of sin is mostly inside us, not the world around (v14-23)
· Jesus calls the crowd to him – gather in now – v14 Listen to me, everyone, and understand this. v15 Nothing outside a person can defile them by going into them. Rather, it is what comes out of a person that defiles them.
· Sin /primarily s/t – infects you from outside. Like you’re good & clean & holy – trying to avoid contamination from big bad sinful world. 
· J: biggest problem is inside: our hearts. The natural human heart - that’s where real spiritual defilement comes from.
· v21 from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, v22 adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly.
· Problem is /outside us – put up barriers to keep us safe – add some rules – more restrictions – layers of tradition – keep us healthy and happy and holy. 
· No, problem is inside: heart. That’s the source of defilement.
· Ppl: trust your heart. No! Worst thing!
· Adding rules – traditions - /power to change heart.
· Like starting a new skincare regime for someone with heart failure. 
· Die with fewer wrinkles, but still die – soon. 
· What ppl need is /dermatology – cardiology!
· What we need /skin-deep – much deeper.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Adding a load of rules & traditions: messing around on the surface of the skin. Looks superficially better. But /solved problem. 
· What we really need to be more spiritual is radical heart surgery. That’s where the disease is spreading from. What human beings need is a new heart. 
· New desires – new affections – new longings – new direction. 
· Being born again. HS brings someone to life inside – replaces heart of stone w heart of flesh[endnoteRef:10] - and for him to continue that process of renewal. [10:  Ezekiel 36:26] 

· Done that in you today? Come to him today – ask him – pray – new heart – new start.

Communion
“Do this in remembrance of me”
· J could have asked us to remember him in all sorts of ways. Chose this:  Why? 
· Because this is the defining point in J life.
· This is what the prophets looked towards
· This is what the great pictures of the OT pointed at
· This is where our sins are forgiven
· Consciences cleansed
· His love for us is proclaimed
· Our freedom bought
· Our reconciliation made
· Satan defeated
· Invited to eat as a redeemed family together.
· This is how we remember him.
Pr: Confess our hypocrisy to you Lord. Confess that by nature our hearts are defiled – even those faithfully walking w you many years still feel that. Thx new heart – longs for you. Thx: forgiveness – conscience cleansed – reconciliation.

Words of confession:
Most merciful God,
	we confess that we have sinned against You
		in thought, word, and deed,
	by what we have done,
		and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You
	with our whole heart and mind and strength.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.

In your mercy forgive what we have been,
	help us amend what we are,
		and direct what we shall be,
	so that we may delight in Your will
		and walk in Your ways,
	to the glory of Your holy name.
Through Christ, our Lord.
	Amen.

1John 2:1-2 We have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins

Break bread while saying...
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ 

Pour wine while saying...
Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Explain: eat, wait drink together.
Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 





