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Twelve Ordinary Men

· Love old church buildings. Glad /! Others pay!
· Stained glass – 12 apostles – disciples.
· Art.
· Education[endnoteRef:1]. [1:  Interesting article on the purpose and interpretation of medieval stained glass. ] 

· Problem: Distorted sense of reality - /gospels
· White faces(!)
· Bigger: Halos – pious expressions – exalted spirituality.
· Truth is: 12 v ordinary men!
· James 5:17 Elijah was a human being, even as we are. Elijah!
· These men /somehow different to us.
· /Jesus: these look like really holy men – I’ll have them!
· Opposite: completely unqualified – utterly unworthy.
· Really good place to start: anyone who wants to follow J is utterly unqualified – unworthy – no-one is inherently fit to be part of God’s kingdom. 
· Romans 3:10 There is no one righteous, not even one.
· Romans 3:23 All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
· God himself must save you – put his Sp in you – start that work of sanctification – making you holy – slowly changing you into something he can use.

Getting ahead of selves. Txt.
v7-15 – bit of context.
· Saw how J healed the man w shrivelled hand – Sabbath – Jewish leaders: kill him. Tensions running high. 
· v7 – break – get away – cool. Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the lake – just like so many of us do today. Calm. Breathe.
· But even there: large crowd followed. Map: all over.
· v10 – Mark notes: ppl with diseases – pushing forward to touch Jesus. Lit: falling on him. 
· Right on the edge of manageable. v9 J -> get a boat ready – safety. 
· Beginning of ch4 – uses the boat - sat in it out on the lake, while all the people were along the shore.
· Picture: rapidly inc ministry. Too much for J to do on his own. 
· Needs practical help – share the load. Even J needs a support team[endnoteRef:2].  [2:  The link between the two passages is a little clearer in other translations. Mark links the two with his favourite word, “and”, maintaining his breathless action-packed style, but also linking the two cameos.] 

· Sure he could have organised his own boat, but frankly, some of these guys were fishermen – knew more abt boats than J. 
· But if J spent his time org boats, food, money - /people.
· In our ch – need a support team – ppl to fetch a boat – deal w admin – org cleaning – write policies – H&S – resp for tech – keys – alarm systems – organising coffee after services.
· Deacons = big part. Many others too.
· So J appoints a team. 
· Think: didn’t he already call these guys to himself? 1:17 Follow me – Simon & Andrew, James & John. 2:14 – Levi. Yes. 
· That was their call to conversion – everything changed when they started to follow J.
· This is their call to ministry. Until now: informally tagging along w/o defined role. Now, the training starts. Jesus Bible college.
· What does B college w Jesus look like?
v14 He appointed twelve that they might 
	be with him and that he might 
	send them out to preach 
	and to have authority to drive out demons[endnoteRef:3]. [3:  Matthew 10 adds “healing of disease and illness” to the list.] 

· Exactly what we see. They enter an intensive mentoring programme. With him. With him. Watch him. Speak w him. Learn from him. Pr w him. 
· Personal note: how I learned too. Spent 3yrs w SB – talking - watching – asking questions – praying – making lots of notes.
· See in ch6 – J sends them out to pr and have authority over demons. /Ready for that yet. For now: training.

Back to these 12 men.
· Note who J /choose. 
· /Rabbis - /Priests - /Pharisees - /Sadducees – /Scribes - /ToL.
· /Religious establishment. /Theologically trained!
· Pretty clear and harsh condemnation on them all. Corrupt. 
· Huge part of his role: expose corruption of system – remove the oppressive burden the system had put onto people.
· See why they hated him!
· Ppl J chose were ordinary ppl. Talk:

Simon (Peter)[endnoteRef:4] [4:  Cut for space: Simon – real name. Peter – name J gave. Rock. Aspirational! Some of greatest failures – and also successes. Up & down. You are the Christ, the son of the living God! 7v later: So badly wrong: J: Get behind me, Satan. Slightly unstable – transformed by Sp.] 

James son of Zebedee and his brother John 
	(to them he gave the name Boanerges, which means ‘sons of thunder’)
· Fishermen – tough, working men. I /think “sons of thunder” is necessarily a compliment. 
· One time, J is passing through a Samaritan village - /want him there – Jews.
· J & J: Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?
· Like Elijah did!
· TBF: motives are prob good. Good to be zealous for the honour of J – they just rejected the Son of God! 
· But their zeal was misplaced – J loved the Samaritan ppl[endnoteRef:5]. Came to save, /destroy! [5:  Luke 17:16; John 4:7-29, 39-43; Luke 10:30-37] 

· Picture of two zealous, rowdy, impassioned brothers – getting carried away. 
· Another time: they ask Jesus if they can sit on L&R in glory? 
· Pretty arrogant! We’re the best! Most faithful, most loyal, most zealous.
· Jesus: /mind glory. Prepared to suffer?
· Yes of course. 
· J: you will. 
· James was the first of the disciples to die for Jesus. Acts 12:1.
· Seems his zeal for J & gospel was so great – upset Herod.
· Ch needs zealous, headstrong, bold, gutsy leaders who are passionate for the glory of J. Unafraid. Ppl of action!
· Dangers: 
· Met Xns: so bold – zealous for J – go round upsetting ppl – frustrated & angry that other ppl aren’t like them. Met Xns like a bull in a china shop. Felt like I was having to pick up the pieces all the time. “Sons of thunder!”
· Careful zeal /turn into pride. Assuming: b/c naturally passionate – must be most devoted. James & John.
· If that zeal can just be taught & directed – stay grounded, humble - they are a wonderful asset to the Kingdom. 
· John? Son of Thunder ended up writing the gospel of John & 3 letters. John’s writing: 1 word he uses far more than any other writer: love. 
· Seems, writing as an old man – the zeal is still there, but the hot-headedness is all gone under the power of Sp. 
· What’s left is love – passionate love for the Lord and for ppl! 
· Sp did a wonderful work of taking John’s natural personality – honing it – shaping it – controlling it. You today?

Andrew – P’s brother – lives in his shadow.
· #2 - /say much in scripture but it’s always spot on when he does.
· Ppl like A – gold: ballast at bottom of boat. Unexciting. Dependable. Solid. 

Philip – HG?

Bartholomew (Nathaniel)
· John 1:47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, ‘Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.’
· IOW: sincere. Great approval! Speaks vols abt N’s character:
· Pure-hearted from start. /Perfect – sinful faults like rest. But good man.
· /Liar. /Hypocrite. Genuinely wanted to please the Lord – authentic Jew.
· Maybe some of you relate? 
· /Rebel – always toed line – did as told. Wanted to do good – help others. 
· One day – met J: believed – natural – easy.
· /Everyone has a sex-drugs & rock-n-roll story!
· N’s first encounter w Jesus: J has a very simple word of knowledge for him. I saw you while you were still under the fig-tree before Philip called you.
· That’s enough for N – his heart wants to believe anyway. Just a little prod!
· Nathanael – one of best & clearest declarations of faith: ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.’
· But like the rest of us, N had to go on a journey. Hears J -> Nazareth: Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?
· To be fair: Naz wasn’t a great place: uncultured, unsophisticated, poor. When J preached there – tried to throw him off a cliff![endnoteRef:6] [6:  Luke 4:28-29] 

· N: /Liar - /hypocrite – good man. Also a bit of a bigot! Bit prejudiced.
· Maybe you can relate to that too? Maybe you were a bit racist? A bit intellectually superior – proud of achievements? A bit stuck-up – unwilling to associate w ppl “below” you? Maybe /even realise it until you met X?
· Transformed by Sp: Prob preached gospel in Persia – Iran!

Matthew, Thomas

James son of Alphaeus
· Utterly obscure. Even had a v common name. 
· One of two: /single word in scripture[endnoteRef:7]. Laboured in complete obscurity. Just goes about preaching – healing – helping – /fanfair - /noticed. Gets his reward.  [7:  The other is Simon the Zealot.] 

· Vast majority of behind-the-scenes gospel work like that. 
· You? Phone calls – coffee – send money – jobs. Feel underappreciated? Think of James!

Thaddaeus (other Judas)
· Nickname – “breast-child” – tender, childlike heart? Imagine him hanging around w Simon the Zealot – or Peter – Or Sons of Thunder!
· But just as the ch needs ppl of zeal and boldness and passion – also needs ppl who come alongside – gentle ppl – compassionate ppl. 
· You? Hero to the gentle compassionate ones.

Simon the Zealot
· Far right political Jewish group. Zealous for God. Hated Roman occupation. Some of them carried knives – murder soldiers esp.
· Matthew: was tax collector. About as left-wing as you can get! 
· Kind of person Simon might have stabbed to death.
· Today: politics so polarised. Must remember: X, brings both sides together – friends – co-workers for the gospel!

Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.
· And then there was Judas. 
· Judas had it all: on the same training course as the other 11; witnessed same miracles; heard same teaching; saw same lives transformed; prob even preached & cast out demons himself[endnoteRef:8]; given responsibility: treasurer[endnoteRef:9]  [8:  Mark 6:12-13. Nowhere is there any indication that Judas didn’t fit into the group.]  [9:  John 13:29] 

· But his heart was far from J. 
· Perhaps J /turn out like he wanted. Perhaps he wanted J to overthrow the Roman occupation – got frustrated? Perhaps he enjoyed the power – prestige – fame?
· What we do know: when Mary pours £2k worth of perfume on J feet – act of devotion – he’s horrified! 
· She /care abt cost. Nothing is too much for her Lord. 
· All Judas can see is money down the drain. He did a mental calculation: he’s /worth that much!
· And he shows his true colours: loves money. In fact, he used to help himself to the team’s cash[endnoteRef:10]. [10:  John 12:6] 

· Judas was there – hidden in plain sight. Someone who everyone assumed was walking w the Lord, but in reality was walking on his own.
· Ended in disaster. 
· Reminder to us: that happens today.
· Careful: why we have DBS checks. Autumn: Sun evening talk abt safeguards – accountability. Why I /go near ch money. 
· /Saying all paranoid – is so and so who they appear to be? 
· Instead: examine our own hearts. Am I waking w Jesus today?

The Lord chose all kinds of personalities
· See how the Lord /throw their personalities away and make them into little clones of each other. 
· Each one: diff background – strengths – weaknesses – temperaments – /throw that away. 
· Each different but in the power of Sp: makes better.
· Whoever you are today – whatever you’re good at – feisty – zealous – passionate – quiet – unassuming – timid – patient or not – left wing – right wing – God can and will use your background – your story – for your good and his glory. 
· Take the best bits – clean them up – make them useful.
· Slowly chip away at the bad bits that are no use.
· Sp transforms ppl into the image of Jesus. Look more and more like him. 
· But still absolutely you! 
· Love how in Rev – ppl still recognise eo. Made perfect – but still v different from eo. 
· Praise God we’re not the ppl we once were. Praise: better still to come!




The Lord chose ordinary people[endnoteRef:11] [11:  1Corinthians 1:26-29 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things – and the things that are not – to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him.] 

· Why? Surely more effective to choose great people: think how much faster the gospel would have spread if all: great public speakers – theologians – kings.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]If he chose great men, maybe we’d think: sure they turned the world upside down with their teaching[endnoteRef:12] – but they were amazing men – great leaders – great intellectuals – great public speakers. [12:  Love the NKJ translation of Acts 17:6 “These who have turned the world upside down have come here too.”] 

· No, J chose v ordinary ppl – shone his light into v ordinary hearts[endnoteRef:13] – to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. (2Corinthians 4:7) [13:  2Corinthians 4:6] 

· On a human level: gospel is a foolish message, shared by unsophisticated ppl. 
· So when lives are transformed, it’s clear: God is at work!

Pr.
Acts 4:13
When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.





















Discussion questions: Character study: Philip
· Philip: a Greek name (“lover of horses”) but he was Jewish, like all the apostles. Maybe he was mixed-race, or maybe his family were from a Jewish family elsewhere in the empire.
· He’s not the same Philip as the deacon who led the Ethiopian politician to Christ in Acts 6.

Scene 1: Read John 1:40-46
1. WhatP do we know about his background? (John 1:44) He knows Peter & Andrew – it was a small fishing village on the north shore of Galilee. Was he a fisherman too?
2. When Jesus calls Philip, he goes and excitedly tells Nathaniel about it (John 1:45). What can we glean about Philip from that action? Philip (like Andrew and Peter) – had been studying the law & prophets and were seeking the Messiah. They were God-fearing men and his heart was already open. Note that Jesus “found” Philip (v43) and Philip “found” Jesus (v45). It’s always both-and!
3. What are the strengths of Philip’s approach to evangelism? He tells his friend rather than proclaiming Christ to unknown people. Clearly he is excited, and Nathaniel would have recognised that. “Come and see” – is an easy invite, especially today (online!)

Scene 2: 


