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What to do when your family don’t ‘get’ Jesus

Reading today: 2 groups /get Jesus.
· ToL – next week.
· J own family. Today: What to do when your family don’t ‘get’ Jesus. J family thought he was out of his mind!

When s/o b/c Xn – it affects all their rel. 
· J told a parable once about s/o making bread[endnoteRef:1]. Huge sack of flour – little tiny bit of yeast – spreads through.  [1:  Luke 13:21; Matthew 13:33] 

· Kingdom of God is like that. When J is your king - /little compartmentalised thing – Sundays 10am – whole life. 
· If he’s king – affects everything in life: time – money – interests – job – music – TV – eat & drink – 
· Me? Language - TV – music –> friends.
· Suddenly you want to please the King – because the King has saved you.
· Today: maybe thinking abt following J –> weigh up cost. V high cost – but when you see the value of the treasure that He is – worth giving everything else up[endnoteRef:2]. [2:  Matthew 13:45-46] 

· Esp affects relationships – spouse – wider family – friendship group.
· Did you know even J was affected by this? His family /understand. 

Take you to the scene: see concern of J family.
· In a house – prob Capernaum – fishing village by the Sea Gal: J early mission base.
· J & disc – followers – at least 15[endnoteRef:3] – prob many more – crammed into house. [3:  Jesus later refers to those there being his “brothers – sister – mother” – so there must have been at least the 12 + a younger woman + an older woman. And probably far more!] 

· Trying to eat. V difficult – crowd outside – asking qns – interrupting.
· Matthew[endnoteRef:4] & Luke[endnoteRef:5] – inc J casting a demon out of s/o. [4:  Matthew 12:22-32]  [5:  Luke 11:14-28] 

· Rem: v7 – J brought them to lake for some rest & recuperation. But crowds are everywhere – celebrity. Stress.
· In that context, 1st time in Mark: J family mentioned.
· Matthew & Luke – birth narratives – Luke: Mary’s story; Matthew: Joseph’s story. None in Mark. First.
· v21 When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, ‘He is out of his mind.’ Today, might say: decided to stage an intervention. Confront Jesus. Take charge of him. Lit: take hold of him.
· Who exactly?[endnoteRef:6] v31 Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. [6:  Some translations have “friends” instead of family. The Greek is ambiguous. It literally says, “those at his side” – in other words, “those he was close to”, which can refer to friends or family. However, v31 strongly suggests Jesus’ birth family are being referred to here.] 

· Quick look at J family:
· No mention of Joseph. Nowhere mentioned after birth of J. V likely died.
· Brothers. Mary: other children. 6:3 Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?’
· Again Joseph not mentioned. Family identified as Mary’s family. 4 bros & at least 2 sis.
· So: family heard about J fame[endnoteRef:7] – everyone had. Response? -> concerned for him. ‘He is out of his mind[endnoteRef:8].’ [7:  Gk: when those at his side heard, they came…]  [8:  Mary’s faith? /Believe J? Other sons? John 7:5 Even his own brothers did not believe in him.
Imagine J half-bros found J hard to get on with. Maybe some of you: sibling that was the goody-two-shoes of the family. 
They /trouble. You always did. Resentful. Amplified 1000x. 
My guess: J always a loner - /fit in.
Had to learn to follow J too. 
J half-bros James & Jude both wrote letters in NT.
J /play the family card. Introduces self – “James, a servant of God and the Lord Jesus Christ”
Jude also /family card. “Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ”
For both: family /matter. His servants now. Obey him as Lord and saviour.
Rem: Jesus 12yrs old – missing – Temple: had to be in my F’s house. Mary treasured all these things in her heart. 
Maybe she’d patiently waited 3 decades for these promises about her son - fulfilled. But this wasn’t what she expected. Getting mobbed. /Eating properly. Ppl saying he’s demon-possessed. 
Had to learn to follow J too. ] 

· Pause for a moment & reflect. Some of you know – all too painfully – what that feels like: born again – started to follow J – non Xn family: out of your mind. Fearful for you.
· Extreme: Muslim bg – family fear you have committed terrible eternal sin[endnoteRef:9] - allegiance /Mohammed -> Jesus.  [9:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostasy ] 

· Hell? Shame on good name of family?
· Had multiple ppl in ch – death threats. Speaking to s/o this week: converted to X years ago – genuinely afraid. [Mic off – S update]
· Some: nominally Anglican – religion deeply private thing - /get your newfound enthusiasm for gospel. 
· Some: family’s idea of Xn: going to church at Easter & Christmas - ticking the box that says “CoE” on the census form – saying grace at meal times? Totally non-threatening.
· Now: Jesus – forgiveness of sin – eternal life: Personal. Challenging. Suspicious. Scared. Some of you.
· Some: white Anglo-Saxon pretty-much-atheist bg: worried abt you – clueless abt Bible, faith – worried joined a cult – take your money – control life – all commit suicide together!
· Some rem: 1978 – Jim Jones[endnoteRef:10] – cult leader – when it all began to fall apart – convinced - drank cyanide - 900 ppl died. Genuine fears [10:  https://www.rollingstone.com/feature/jonestown-13-things-you-should-know-about-cult-massacre-121974/ ] 

· Read Mark’s acct: Get impression: J family meant well. Think J is ill. /Aggressive. /Hate him: family. Want to care for him. Compassion. Concerned /even able to eat properly!
· You? Family: /get it. May well be: just concerned for you. Love you, care abt you. 
· Do? Work hard to allay fears:
· Be best husband – wife – daughter – son – dad you can possibly be. 
· /Preach – show them how J has changed your life – better person - /more screwed up one! 
· Confound their expectations by going further in loving them than you ever have before. 
· Show them following J is better – for you & them!
· Ask them if they’re worried. Try to answer genuine questions.
· Rest of us – from Xn families – mindful of those who aren’t. /Share these deepest & most wonderful things. Unique struggles.
· Please: be careful who you marry. Book: 5 things to ask before you get engaged.

Move on in story: creation of a new family
· Maybe /you? Born in Xn family. /Any opposition from my family – delighted!
· Really helps to remember – realise what coming to X like for other ppl! Next bit for you!
· Inside the house: meal – teaching session. J in middle. Everyone listening in. 
· J family outside: need to get a msg to him – speak. Someone tries pushing through – crowds in way. 
· Message: pass on. From person to person. /Interrupt him. Brave: ‘Your mother and brothers are outside looking for you.’
· v33 ‘Who are my mother and my brothers?’ Then he looked at those seated in a circle round him and said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.’
· Explosive! Just as controversial today as it was then!
· J spending time w his spiritual family. When natural family turn up, expect: hang on a minute guys – gotta go and sort this out and I’ll be right back…Family is family, right?!
· Instead: here is my family – looking round at the ppl in the room[endnoteRef:11] [11:  “Disciples” in this context must mean more than just the 12. In fact, Mark calls them “the twelve” and the term “disciples” is a broader term all through his gospel. Matthew makes it even more explicit: Matthew 12:49-50 Pointing to his disciples, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers. For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.’ Imagine how that would sound if only 12 blokes were there. Clearly there were women too.] 

· These ppl are my brother – sister – mother.
· /Jesus disrespecting his mother - /cutting ties – some weird cult.
· V clear: respect parents: Mark 7:10 Quotes 10C[endnoteRef:12]: Honour your father and mother and Leviticus: anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to death[endnoteRef:13].  [12:  Matthew 15:4, 19:19, quoting Exodus 20:12.]  [13:  Exodus 21:17; Leviticus 20:9] 

· Also clear v much loved Mary: @cross – arranges for John to take Mary into his home[endnoteRef:14]. Concerned for her wellbeing – she’s already a widow - /her to be alone. [14:  John 19:26] 

· Going on: /distracted from the mission. He is training a team who will turn the world upside down – and he’s readying himself to be the ultimate-and-forever sacrifice for sin[endnoteRef:15]. [15:  Luke 12:50 I have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is completed!] 

· Family are trying to distract him from that – draw him away. /happen. 
· Most here: children. Seasons when family is your primary calling.
· Unique time: easy to make friends - connect. Children give you a whole new mission-field – toddler-group evangelist. Scary?
· We should meet up again – free Sunday? /Church. Really? Thinking I’d like to try that. Kids?
· Birth family can so easily be way out of God’s family - an excuse to disconnect
· But for others: could join theHG PM – but suddenly helping the kids w homework seems v appealing – v convenient excuse. /Done it all week but suddenly tonight must be the night!
· Go out for the day – miss ch. Good for the children to get out into countryside. Good for my marriage. Of course it is!
· Good to be here too!
· So so easy to use family as a justification for lowering our spiritual standards. 
· At same time making ourselves feel good by “being a good family man” or “putting the kids first”.
· Best thing you can do for family: love the Lord your God with all heart, soul, mind, strength[endnoteRef:16]. [16:  Mark 12:30] 

· When birth family tried to pull Jesus away – he resisted.
· Look how much Jesus loves his spiritual family
· Some of us – most of us? – have siblings. All of us have a mum. Love them. Even if difficult rel w mum – bro – sis – love them still. Have years and years in common – growing up together.
· But J is v special. Loves his ppl even more than the family he’s grown up with. Here are my mother and my brothers!
· Some: family culture – family is everything. How possible? Love anyone more than own flesh & blood?
· J does. Glorious thing: become a follower of J – also become a child of God. Adopted into a family. God as your father, and J as your ultimate brother.
· Whatever we go thru in life: brother of the Son. You have s/o who loves you as a brother – who cares about your wellbeing as a perfect elder brother. Family to you.
· Never alone.
· Think about ppl in the room – what kind of ppl following Jesus?
· Young men – Remember J was a young man – 30 - clearly there were some young men there - J could legitimately call brothers.
· Young women – some that J could legitimately call sisters.
· Older women – some that J could call mothers.
· /Mention father. Why? 
· Maybe /older men? 
· Nah – only 1 Father[endnoteRef:17]! [17:  This Catholic article does a good job in trying to explain why Catholic priests don’t mind being called “Father” even though Jesus apparently says not to (Matthew 23:9) https://www.catholic.com/tract/call-no-man-father ] 

· Jesus loves them all more than birth family. 
· Does “this” feel like family? 
· Really affects how we “do” church. 
· Formal & dignified? No.
· Here to worship Almighty God – but we do so as family – adopted children – brothers & sisters together. 
· Should be able to share problems – like a family
· Seek advice – like a family
· Celebrate together – like a family
· Grieve together – like a family
· Be silly together – like a family
· Eat together – like a family
· Help each other with practical problems – like a family
· Pray for each other – like a family
· Hard things: Think sometimes we do alright. Other times: fall grievously short: One family: part of this ch 5 yrs – v hard times. Until v recently – only been to 1 home. 1 offer of friendship. 1! Appalling condemnation on us. Tragedy.
· /Friendly ch. Superficially, yes. Got to get beyond.
· For those whose families /’get’ Jesus – need friends. Need a family around them. 
· S/o recently: aggressive, angry partner - /come to ch – pay for it - /worth. Need good Xn friends. 
· Single ppl. SSA ppl.
· Post-COVID – time to start afresh. You: be family to someone here? /Everyone. Someone.
· Find s/o like you – connect – exchange numbers – txt in week. Pr. 
· Family? Think abt how make family open - /fortress to keep others out.
· Going out for day: try to take s/o with you. Summer: visiting places. Sad! Roaches. Parks.
· Cook? Invite a single person over – or a couple – or a family. 
· Picnic in park w another family. 
· Coffee w s/o.
· Join in with social gatherings. Social: starting point. 
· Finally: If feeling neglected – lonely – isolated. You can do all this stuff too! Harder.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.
If doing God’s will – obedient to his word –> are family together. God made us family. Our challenge is to live out – to be - what God has made us.

Sing: His Mercy is More – reminder of his abundant kindness to us – Christ’s love compels us ... he died for us, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.




