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Armageddon & the Millennium (20:1-10)
More ink spilled over these words than any other in Rev. Got Bible ready? BS!
· Nearing end. Basically skip ch19 b/c refer back - get into ch20,21,22. Last few ch – set of contrasts:
· Two locations
· Desert (17:3) – Spirit led me out… hard, life on earth, cross - /live.
· Mountain (21:10) – where meet w God.
· Two women
· Babylon: world’s power structures, evil forces
· Bride: church: happy, safe, secure, blessed 
· Two feasts
· “Great supper of God” (19:17) – horrible image – post-battle – birds come and eat corpses of the fallen enemies of God.
·  “Wedding supper of the Lamb” (19:7,9) Again 21:2,9
· Two cities
· Babylon – the world
· Jerusalem – God’s people – New Jerusalem – ch21

20:1-3 I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. He seized the dragon, that ancient snake, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations any more until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time.

Big picture: what’s going on here? 
· v1-3 S is bound – chained up for 1000yrs.
· During that 1000yrs: /deceive nations. What he wants to do.
· v4-6 During that 1000yrs - see ppl in heaven – ruling & reigning.
· v7-10 After that: S released for a short time – what do? 
· Deceives nations – all across earth.
· Nations gather for battle – huge numbers – surround God’s ppl.
· But God intervenes – fire comes down – destroys – Satan finally thrown into hell forever.

So, what’s this 1000 yrs? Millennium.
· One view: premillennialism - Ch19 ends w 2nd coming of J – huge battle – total victory. They say: ch20 follows ch19 straight on afterwards. 
· Ch20: 1000yrs of peace on earth where Satan is bound. 
· Millennium: time of glorious freedom - gospel -> 
· At end: great rebellion - huge battle – J defeats Satan and any remaining evil powers. 
· Premillennial. Pre- Jesus comes back pre-before-Millennium. 
· Lots of variations: when “rapture” comes – when “tribulation” comes.
· Some: brought up on that & believe it. 
· Some: brought up & question it. 
· Some: /heard before. 
· V common, v influential, esp in USA. 
· If that’s you: hear me out. Disagree? Friends.
· Briefly critique that view. Problems[endnoteRef:1]: [1:  Sam Storms offers this pretty devastating critique here: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justin-taylor/what-you-must-believe-if-you-are-a-premillennialist/ ] 

· After J returns, salvation still possible. Still come to him.
· After J returns, judgement /happen
· After J returns, resurrection of bodies /happen.
· After J returns, death still happens: 20:9 – big battle – lots of casualties.
· After J returns, so much of life goes on pretty much as normal[endnoteRef:2]. All of which is explicitly denied by scripture.  [2:  Premils believe this 1000-year reign is full of peace and is when the prophecies of Is 65 etc are fulfilled. But there’s nothing in Rev 20 to suggest peace, in fact, only war! For this, and various other problems, https://thirdmill.org/magazine/article.asp/link/https:%5E%5Ethirdmill.org%5Earticles%5Ekim_riddlebarger%5EKim_riddlebarger.Rev.28.html/ ] 

· And from what we’ve seen in our studies in Rev, /make sense of the book either. 
· None of the numbers in Rev make much sense literally. /Literal 1000yrs anyway – symbol of long time. 

Give you a diff way to look at it. 
· Amillennialism
· /Novel: Basically default way to understand all this until premil view – popular - 1800’s. 
· Argues ch 20 /follow on from ch19. Separate vision “and I saw…”
· Looking at same events – diff emphasis.
· /Literal 1000yrs – symbolic of a long time. Resn to 2nd coming.

Satan bound (v1-3)
20:1-3 I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain [/literal!]. He seized the dragon, that ancient snake, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations any more until the thousand years were ended. 
· Part of J mission was to defeat Satan – first act after baptism – v first thing he does. Tempted by S – and J wins! From then on – plunders his kingdom
· J explains it like this – verses up: Mark 3:27…no one can enter a strong man’s house without first tying him up [same word as Rev 20: bound] Then he can plunder the strong man’s house.
· Isn’t that what J has done? 
· Tied up strong man – Satan – plundering his house – his property – those he owns – people possessed -> bringing them into Kingdom of God.
· Goes around liberating demon-possessed ppl. Big part of J ministry. Why? Plundering S’s kingdom.
· 1John 3:8 The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. Part of J mission: destroy strongholds of evil – rescue sinners from clutch of Satan –> kingdom of God.
· /Saying: /evil powers at work today. Of course! Satan himself locked away – limited power.
· Heb 2:14 [Jesus], by his death [broke] the power of him who holds the power of death – that is, the devil.
· Jesus: John 12:31 now the prince of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.
· Driven out – same word as 20:3 [the angel] threw him [Satan] into the Abyss.
· All ppl: /Jewish ppl. Until J, “the nations” basically /part of the gospel story. OT focus: Israel. Only after J: gospel goes out from Jerusalem – to Judea & Samaria – to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8)
· Because S is bound, J today – drawing all ppl to himself – from every tribe, tongue, nation, language.
· App: great news for us: today, right now: gospel is effective. For 1000yrs – symbolically – a long time – gospel is effective. Life-giving. 
· When we share it, ppl come to faith. So be bold in your witness.
· Not sure how world will look post-COVID. Innovate – creative ways to share gospel.
· Ch plant: b/c estate full of ppl who /know J. And we can – so we should. Hard. Sacrifices. Risks. Worth it.
· Share gospel b/c X has conquered. Satan and all the forces of evil /stop the progression of the gospel. 

The dead in Christ are alive! (v4-6)
Scene moves – to heaven. Still talking about Millennium. Right now:
20:4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshipped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 
· Think about this carefully – glorious!
· John’s vision: seeing today – right now – in heaven. Sees souls of those who have died b/c loved J. 
· /Dead. Come to life. /Bodies yet. Souls. When J returns – bodies raised.
· Reigning w X – sitting on thrones – v1 given authority to judge
· Not sure: thrones – reserved for “special” ppl – mentions martyrs here. 
· Point: v much alive. J - thief: Luke 23:43 today you will be with me in paradise.
· /Today you will become unconscious for a very long time until my 2nd coming. With me. Later today.
· Paul: 1Thes 5:10 [Jesus] died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him.
· Paul – when P thinks abt death – 2Cor 5:8 we would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.
· Conscious – w the Lord. /unconscious. /Dead. Reigning w X.
· Help us now?
· Our loved ones – who saved by J – sin forgiven – when die, go to be w Lord – right now reign w him. Safe & secure for eternity.
· When loved Xns die – grieve – of course, we miss them. 
· But /grieve like everyone else[endnoteRef:3].  [3:  1Thessalonians 4:13] 

· For rest of world: last breath - /hope. End.
· For us, start of our hope. 
· Second[endnoteRef:4], give us confidence.  [4:  Cut for time: Third: helps us get perspective on our disputes. One day: sit on a throne & judge. So surely we can sort out our own disputes in the here-and-now: 1Cor 6:2 do you not know that the Lord’s people will judge the world? And if you are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases? Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this life!] 

· Remember, purpose of book: enc pers Xns. 
· These verses: martyrs. Imagine: a few of us each yr executed for faith – some lost homes, businesses. 
· Saying: worst comes: you testify abt J and Word of God – they kill you -> straight into immediate presence of J – reign w him. 
· These are things that enc bro-sis in faraway lands.
· /Happen in this country. 
· So we should be even bolder, right?! We should be unashamed & unafraid.


Satan released: Armageddon (v7-10)
When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth… to gather them for battle … They … surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulphur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.
· Right at end of long time – gospel age, Satan released from his prison. 
· Do? Deceive nations of earth. What he does.
· Deception looks like this: we can rise up against God. We can win in a battle. So surround city of God loves – siege.
· Jerusalem – prob /literally. Contrast to city of Babylon. 
· Babylon rep: kingdoms of this world, systems of greed, pride, arrogance. 
· Jerusalem rep: Kingdom of J.
· Deception b/c absolutely no chance of winning. Just trying to take down as many as he can. So, picture of enormous battle -> end.
· Seen a few times in Rev:
· Start of ch9 – remember trumpets – warnings of end? 5th & 6th angels desc: release of satanic forces, then huge battle – all defeated.
· Ch16 - 16:12 – sixth bowl of God’s wrath. Again, demonic creatures 16:14 go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them for the battle on the great day of God Almighty. 
· 16:16 they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.
· End Ch 19:19-21 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to wage war against the rider on the horse and his army. 
· To me, clear these are the same event. Seeing it from different angles. Like watching a goal in the 89th minute of a cup final. Action replay. 
· One angle: focus on player who sets up the winning shot
· another angle: focus on that last kick into the goal – 
· another angle: goalkeeper who goes wrong way. 
· Same event. Diff angles. 
· Really believe this stuff? Yes, I believe – at some point in future – huge increase in demonic power – Satan released for a short while. 
· Hugely terrible for Xns – intense pers. Desc Rev 11 – brief time of intense pers. 3½ days – as opposed to 3½ yrs – gospel age.
· Need to be ready. Why we pr through these difficult topics. Prepared as best we can. Suffering, pers - /surprise. As J put it[endnoteRef:5]: Luke 21:17 Everyone will hate you because of me...Stand firm, and you will win life. [5:  Look up the phrase “stand firm”: there’s some great 1-liners. A sermon series one day perhaps?] 

· The end is clear in all 4 battles in Rev: Jesus wins. All evil powers are destroyed.
· /equal-matched fight. Forget all mental images of two equally-matched foes fighting it out to the death. One-sided fight. 
· Paul, talking abt final defeat of Satanic powers[endnoteRef:6]: 2Thessalonians 2:8 the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendour of his coming. [6:  So, is this actually about Satan? Is Satan the “lawless one”? A good case can be made that Paul is referring to Antiochus Epiphanes whose very name is a declaration of deity, and who killed thousands of Jews, and sacrificed pigs on the Temple altar to deliberately humiliate and desecrate it. However, I think it makes sense to think of this as one of those multiple-piggyback-prophecies. Sure, it’s AE. But it’s also every other appalling dictator who summons spiritual forces to their side. And finally, it’s Satan himself who was “held back” (2Thes 2:5) – and will come in the “way Satan works” (that he operates in the way of Satan surely doesn’t exclude Satan!?)] 

· Overthrown with one breath of J mouth!
· Destroyed by J splendour – glory radiating from J melts him!
· Friends, our world /metanarrative. 
· /Big story to explain everything. We do. 
· When appalling evil happens, we can explain it. /Surprised. /Shocked.
· When mighty forces dominate world - /afraid. Know the end.
· We know good triumphs over evil. And so we can stand.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]/Afraid. We know who wins. And his name is J.


















Helpful resource: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/making-sense-of-millennium-part-1/ 
