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Life of Solomon. Trying to answer question: Does S have a prosperous life?
· Where we left off last week:
· 9:10 – 20 yrs. Know: b/c k as young man – so ~late 30’s early 40’s. Many – most: starting to prosper: Teens hard – 20’s pretty angsty – 30’s-40’s: life exp – maturity hopefully. 
· What’s he like? On surface: S is a spiritual man: 9:25 Three times a year Solomon sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings on the altar he had built for the Lord, burning incense before the Lord along with them, and so fulfilled the temple obligations.
· 3 major festivals – he’s there[endnoteRef:1]. /On a hunting trip. /Polishing his gold. In T. [1:  More on this at 1Chronicles 8:12-13. There’s no suggestion Solomon was actually offering the sacrifices himself, assuming the role of priest. Rather he was responsible for ensuring they happened, and was personally present.] 

· 2:3 walking in obedience to the Lord. And as David said – do that: prosper. 
· God promised him 9:5 if you do all I command and observe my decrees and laws – lasting legacy - /just you: children & theirs after.
· God doing exactly what he promised. S is walking w God and he is prospering.
· But by 11:9-11 As Solomon grew older, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the Lord…
· As he passes through 40’s – 50’s[endnoteRef:2] - starts to follow Caananite gods of his beloved wives. [2:  He reigned for 40 years (11:42) – so was probably in his 50’s when he died.] 

· Ashtoreth – goddess of sex & power
· Molech – child sacrifice
· Even built an temple – High Place – for Chemosh. 
· Burns incense to these gods. Think: why? God YHWH given you all this – but you’ve thrown it all back at him?
· Think: Last week: high point in Israel’s history. God’s holy presence filling T. God is here! Now, over a few years – turned away.
· How? Space of 1ch! Money – sex – power.

Money
· Israelites: after David – controlled small but strategic place
· East: Mesopotamia – Iran – Iraq – Afghan
· West: Europe – Turkey – Greece - Balkans
· South: Africa
· Land-lubbers. Partnered up[endnoteRef:3] w Hiram[endnoteRef:4] – Phoenicians – seafaring nation – big boats. 9:27 King Solomon also built ships at Ezion Geber… on the shore of the Red Sea. Hiram sent his men – sailors who knew the sea – to serve in the fleet with Solomon’s men. [3:  9:27 ]  [4:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiram_I ] 

· 10:11 – Hiram’s ships brought gold from Ophir (India[endnoteRef:5]?) and 10:22 Tarshish[endnoteRef:6] (Spain?)  [5:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ophir#Theorized_or_conjectural_locations ]  [6:  Where is Tarshish? It’s the place Jonah fled to, probably Tartessos in Spain. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tartessos The phrase “ships of Tarshish” in the Bible is a generic phrase that means “trading ships”. ] 

· Importing horses & chariots from Egypt 10:29 – then exporting them to other nations.
· From trading – fabulous wealth: 10:14 The weight of the gold that Solomon received yearly was 666 talents. 23t – today’s price: £881M. Bit more than Elon Musk
· Do with wealth? Matthew 6:21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
· Kitted out the T very nicely. 
· Also decked out his man-cave - palace. 10:16-21
· 200 gold shields - /use – decorative.
· Throne: Ivory, overlaid w gold. Going to cover it in gold - /matter underneath? Showing off!
· 6 steps up – lions – msg? 
· You are /worthy - /climb up to reach me.
· Imagine Moses doing that? No chance. Humble.
· 10:21 All King Solomon’s goblets were gold, and all the household articles[endnoteRef:7] in the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. Kind of guy w solid gold toilet-brush! [7:  Really, that words can mean almost anything! https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=H3627&t=KJV ] 

· 10:26 Accumulated chariots and horses: 1400 chariots “chariot cities”! – 12k horses. How many can 1 man need?
· Bit like Saudi prince – news recently – 4 gold-plated cars
· Prosperity corrupted him: gone to head.
· Your downfall? 
· Love stuff? Comfort? Latest?
· Jesus: story – man bigger barn -> stuff. That night: die[endnoteRef:8]. [8:  Luke 12:16-21] 

· Maybe ur barn: pretty small – but always dreaming bigger.
· Proverbs 30:8-9 sadly /one of S’s! give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, “Who is the Lord?” Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonour the name of my God.
· Learn lesson from Sol: there are wonderful Xn benefactors – generous givers. But many more: love comfort money brings. 

Power
· 10:24-25 The whole world sought audience with Solomon to hear the wisdom God had put in his heart. [even if a bit of hyperbole going on here – making a point!] Year after year, everyone who came brought a gift – articles of silver and gold, robes, weapons and spices, and horses and mules.
· Eg: Queen of Sheba: Ethiopia -> comes to hear his wisdom – really impressed. Parting gift: 10:10 120 talents of gold = 4t. 
· Prospering!
· What will it do to him? Change him? Affect soul? You?
· Having visitors travel vast distances to see you – say lovely things about you. 10:7-8 I did not believe these things until I came and saw with my own eyes. Indeed, not even half was told me; in wisdom and wealth you have far exceeded the report I heard. How happy your people must be! How happy your officials, who continually stand before you and hear your wisdom! Pretty gushing isn’t it?! Do for ego?
· Pretty hard to stay level-headed. Thing is: true. /Exaggerating. He was the wisest. It was his God-given gifting that was such a challenge to cope with.
· And if in his grace – God grants you some level of power – influence - or gifted in some very obvious way: great challenge to keep it in check.
· But you must. Romans 12:3 do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather … with sober judgment.
· Far better: too low opinion than too high.
· Power: downfall of so many good ppl. W power comes pride. Powerful: above you – better than you.
· S’s influence – power – wisdom - was from the Lord – think he forgot where all he had came from. Started to enjoy gift more than giver.

But pride /downfall. This:
Sex
· Famously, he loved women. A lot. 11:1 King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh’s daughter…goes on: basically all the nations around – those David conquered – forged alliances with them – married their princesses. v3 He had seven hundred wives of royal birth. 700.
· Sink in: ½ day ea. 1yr.
· And still felt the need for a harem of 300.
· Prob started in 3:1 – maybe – prob - /married Egyptian princess[endnoteRef:9]. [9:  Technically, Solomon was not breaking God’s law (I think!) – because the instructions given to the Israelites were not to intermarry specifically with the Canaanite people. (Deuteronomy 7:1-4)] 

· God told them /marry Canaanite women – she’s not. Unwise?
· Only a little compromise. But I’m doing alright – blessed – prospering.
· Terrible warning to us: can be headed in a v bad dirn while still being v blessed. “My job is going great, maybe Lord /mind so much about xyz”. 
· Seed planted. And when opportunity came along -> another – another. Slowly led him astray -> worship their gods. /Criticism of them. His fault. His choices.
· Sin /dealt w early on – easily entangles.
· Hebrews 12:1 let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. 
· You entangled w unhelpful rels? Holding you back? Heart /fully committed to Lord. That was Sol’s problem – and many others followed in his footsteps.

That’s how S: over 20 years: walking w LORD to walking w Molech
Learn?
· Take your dark side seriously. /Underestimate the sinful nature. /give sin an inch.
· All know ppl: shipwreck of faith thru one of these 3.
· Good friend – keen Xn – loved lord – evang
· But heart /satisfied w J: string of non-Xn bf – always searching – every time: get rid – come back to Lord. 
· But eventually -> lead her away /came back. 20yrs. 
· One day. But lost so much.
· Sol ended up in a place he never saw coming. To go from hero to this. 
· Moses said to ppl: when you have a king one day – don’t do these things – count: 
· Deut 17:16-17 The king … must not acquire great numbers of horses for himself or make the people return to Egypt to get more of them, for the Lord has told you, ‘You are not to go back that way again.’ 
· He must not take many wives, or his heart will be led astray. 
· He must not accumulate large amounts of silver and gold.
· Money – sex – power. 
· Which most tempting to you? /give sin an inch.

Finish w this:
· So why does God allow him to b/c so wealthy? So many women? Like if God knew power, wealth – would corrupt S, why allow it?
· So he’d write Ecc. I think: right at end of life. Looking back.
· Ecc 2:8-11 I amassed silver and gold for myself … I acquired male and female singers [entertainment], and a harem as well [entertainment of another kind] – the delights of a man’s heart. I became greater by far than anyone in Jerusalem before me… I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart no pleasure….Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless  
· Heb: smoke – vapour – appears solid but when you try to grab it: nothing there.
· Had everything – everything – and discovered it was nothing.
· And you or I could say that - /authority – b/c never been there. But he was – speak from personal experience. 
· So God gave him everything to show the world that everything without God is still nothing.
· Prosper humanly – in every way – money – family – luxury – everything – and still have nothing. 
· True prospering: satisfied – fulfilled - rel w God thru J.

· Pr: Thx example of S. Good man started well – made a mess of spiritual life. Help us: take sin seriously – identify own weaknesses – take up arms against ourselves – fight sin – carry own cross. 
· And help us remember that nothing else – satisfy – No-one else can fill aching hole in souls except you. Whatever else seems to bring temporary relief: reject it and run to J.
· Amen.
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