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#28 Take off the Old, put on the New (4:17-24)

· If I ask you to think of “the world” – what do you think of?
· Maybe different countries? Holidays. 
· I /mean that. 
· John 1: He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.
· Bible: “world” = /followers of J – society w/o God
· Think abt “world”? Prob: conflicted:
· Part of that world – where I work - ppl I love v much
· Also: lot of pain – heartache – effects of sin everywhere.
· Live here - /home.
· In Eph – thinking recently abt unity together – diff gifts – but big things – main things: unite us together. One body – rowing and maturing together.
· But how should we think of the world? Read desc from Eph 4:
v17b-19 …in the futility of their thinking. 
They are darkened in their understanding
and separated from the life of God
because of the ignorance that is in them
due to the hardening of their hearts. 
Having lost all sensitivity, 
they have given themselves over to sensuality
so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, 
and they are full of greed.
Paul is talking abt UnXn thinking the futility of their thinking.  See what that looks like – what leads to.

UnChristian thinking
Darkened in their understanding
· Of what? How is world w/o X darkened in its understanding?
· Benefit every day:
· Abt medicine – how bodies work – respiratory system – reproductive system – chemicals are good – bad.
· Astronomy – galaxies – relativity, black holes, pulsars – put rockets into space – moon – planets.
· Mind: addiction – recovery – trauma – counselling.
· Mean? 
· In rel to God. /Seeing God in everything even though he’s absolutely there.
· /Having that revelation of who he is.
· Kid: B&W TV - snooker. Upgraded to colour TV – computer games in glorious 16 colours!
· Like that when b/c Xn: same world – but now in full colour – everything just makes more sense!
· Love Psalm 19 words of a believer looking up at stars on a clear night: The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge. They have no speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them. Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.
· If I look at stars – or most incredible sunset – spiders web – leaves turning red – birth of a baby – say, huh that’s cool. 
· And my thoughts /head towards worship of the God who made them: darkened in my understanding.
· World is darkened in its understanding b/c just /see the most obvious signs of God at work.
What else is world like? 
Separated from the life of God
· IOW: /belief in eternity. 
· World says: this life is all there is. 70yrs – 80 maybe – gone. 30yrs later only a handful left who even remember you ever lived.
· Isaiah: people are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall. 
· True: Whatever is glorious abt you – whether it’s money – status – everything that we have accumulated on earth: one day be gone – wither – fall. Die.
· World is separated from life of God – this is all there is.
Ignorant of spiritual matters
· Much of western world is pretty clueless abt spiritual matters.
· Why ignorant? 
· because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. 
Hardened
· /Just world /know him -> actually world /want to know him. 
· /Ignorance –> for many: wilful ignorance.
· Rebellion. Ppl harden hearts against God. 
· Stubbornness built into human heart – pride - /serve anyone else. 
· Enjoy pleasing myself – serving myself.
· If I believed in God: spoil all my fun!

· Sums up: futile thinking. in the futility of their thinking
· Want us to see just what a dire situation that is:
· W/o God – w/o any eternal perspective - /just ignorant – but hardened in that position. Unlikely to change. Even: unable to change.
· Dire situation our friends – neighbours – family – society – is in. 
· That’s why it takes a miracle for God to save s/o.
· Good news of Jesus: God /abandoned us to ourselves – reached out to us in person of Jesus. He’s into miracles!

UnChristian thinking leads to UnChristian behaviour
· Belief in western world: basically believe what you like – so long as it doesn’t harm anyone. Like belief & actions 2 separate silos.
· Bible disagrees! How you behave is deeply tied to what you believe. Look!
· Having lost all sensitivity – if you lose all sensitivity to spiritual things - /troubled by thoughts of God – judgement – hell any more - if all I am is an insignificant random blip on the landscape of eternity – what happens?  
· they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, and they are full of greed.
· Sums up spirit of our age so well. Just go with the flow – whatever my senses - feelings lead me to – feels good, do it. 
· Sensuality: feelings
· Every kind of impurity: culture obsessed w sexuality – in every form except than 1man-1woman – in marriage forever. (That’s boring apparently)
· Greed: wanting more and more of everything
· Lose sensitivity to spiritual things – that’s where it leads.
· Was true in ancient Rome – true today.
· Why is it – lose spiritual sensitivity – und up obsessed w feelings – sexuality – greed?
· Interesting thought experiment: just let yourself be guided completely by what feels good – does that tend to lead to purity or impurity? 
· Do we become more loving, kind, generous, patient?
· Or do we become selfish, obnoxious, rude, angry?
· Isn’t it interesting that if we just go with the flow -> bad. 
· Tells us something abt our hearts. 
· Left to ourselves - /good.
· That’s why so much of our politics /work:
· People /naturally do the right thing. 
· Why so much parenting /work: 
· children /blank pages – naturally sinful beings - less practise than grown-ups.
· Need s/o to change us. S/o from outside. /Fix ourselves!

The challenge to the church: don’t go back!
So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. 
· If you’re a Christian today: must no longer live like that. I insist on it in the Lord – Paul says – strong – must not. Must be different. Just fitting in /option.
· Constant challenge for us – Xns: this is the world we live in - /avoid that – but always alert to the dangers of soaking up the attitudes and beliefs of the world around us.
· Always allowing word of God to challenge our thinking – behaviour.
· Hard work: is this attitude – behaviour: inspired by Spirit of God – or by Spirit of the age.
· Constant internal battle: what to watch w eyes – what to feed my mind with – what to spend my money on.

What empowers this new way of life?
And what kicks it all off? 
Knowing Jesus empowers this new way of life
· What changes us from sensuality – impurity – greed? 
· death -> life?
· ignorance -> understanding?
· insensitivity to spiritual things -> relationship w God?
· v21 when you heard about Christ and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. 
· When ppl hear the crucified, risen Saviour Jesus Christ. Hear abt him – hear gospel: Hearts change – ppl change –> God /want anyone to remain in that state of ignorance. 
· Really? Yes! gospel is what God uses to change ppl.
· Invite you: to a new way of thinking -> new way of living.
· /get there on own – by trying harder. Just get more frustrated with yourself and those around you.
· Problem: heart
· No: need to come to Jesus – give all your failure to keep God’s commands – all your sin – all the futility of your thinking – to him.
· Admit it – own it - /blame anyone else for mess of your life - /pass it off as a societal issue – or parents fault – or govt – teachers or whatever. Own it. Admit it.
· But when you come to Jesus like that – most amazing thing happens. 
· Expect: condemn me! Look at me: mess. Wretched, filthy, rebellious sinner.
· Embrace you in his arms – welcome you not just as an ally – or even a friend – as a child – precious beloved child.
· In a few minutes: remember what Jesus did to make that happen: died at cross – share communion together – blood poured out – body smashed & torn – to bear the penalty of our sin.

A new way to think
· For Xn: at core of who you are is a belief in God: – creator & judge – loves me – makes my life valuable – also holds me to account.
· And ^know scriptures – ^know him – ^walk w him –> better person.
· Really impt: growth in Xn life – happens first in mind:
· Way of life you learned … you were taught in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus … you were taught ... to put of your old self … made new in the attitude of your mind.
· Learning – teaching – truth – mind. 
· Being a disciple of Jesus: 
· /seeing friends at church every Sunday
· /cheered up by happy music – beat makes you smile
· /Wrong w those things – but they can deceive us – falsely convince us we’re growing in faith.
· What we need is thinking. Understanding. Renewal of your mind.
· So that we /live under the futile thinking of the world we live in. 
· So that we /end up living just like them.
· As far as you are able, have a thinking faith.
· Read books – listen to podcasts – make notes in sermons. Come to BS.
· Students: studying academic subject - /let your faith be the weak point in all your understanding. Apply mind.

Finish w appeal to you:
v22-24 with regard to your former way of life … put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.
· You’re /what you were. God has intervened in your life. 
· So /live as though he hasn’t. 
· Name of this series. B/c who you are in X.
· He’s given you a new way to think. Revealed himself to you.
· /Go back. /Sucked back into world
· You’ve been created to be like God: righteous & holy.
· Over next few weeks – really specific – see how.
· Doing a lot of building work – some days: covered in dust, dirt, paint. 
· Working clothes. Pile. 
· Next day: shower – clean.
· See pile of dirty clothes – put on: about to be filthy dirty anyway.
· Feels all wrong at first: but very quickly get used to it. Normal. 
· Xn life can be like that: 
· You’ve been washed. You’ve been cleansed – given new heart & mind in X.
· /Put old clothes back on!
· With all stains, dirt. /Suit you any more.
· Put on a new outfit. 
· Live in righteousness & holiness.

Prayer
· Perhaps Sp stirring in your heart today:
· Know s/t need to put off. Before we even get to specifics over next few weeks. You know. 
· You know: cleansed – now this dirty clothing /fit. Need to get rid. Pr.
· Maybe know: completely fresh start. Need to take off all clothes & burn them. Do that today too. Pr.

Communion

Sing: King of Kings, Majesty



Cut all this:
/Naïve abt how bad sin is.
· Some of you thinking: but my housemate is so lovely. My colleague is such a sweetie. Ppl do all kinds of good in world – talking abt sin & judgement – but what abt all those ppl who collect money for charity – do selfless things?
· Ppl hide it well. 
· But as you get older – see ^^ horribly messy relationships. See shocking behaviour on social media – theft – lies – selfishness. Much worse behind closed doors. On every street. In every mind.
· God: Call all that to account.
· Second: western ppl: still tend to think ppl are naturally good b/c such a strong sense of morality from centuries of Xn. 
· Like it or not Xn is the air we breathe in this country. Our values system has been shaped by Jesus. 
· We believe in human rights – equality for women – children matter – might /always right – why? B/c of Jesus. If you take Jesus out – leave ppl to own devices – horror awaits.
· Hindu tradition of Sati: man dies – body cremated – wife burned alive with him. William Carrey – missionary – documented 438 cases in Calcutta – in 1 year.
· Under British rule – outlawed – but only in 1987 the Indian government felt it was still necessary to legislate to ban it completely.
· Just 1 example. Could mention: 
· slavery – existed in every culture on earth – still today. 
· Gulags of Stalinist Russia – millions died in last century.
· Tribal wars in Africa where whole towns and villages are wiped out by murderous mobs. 
· Far left and far-right wing ideology cost millions of deaths in Europe within living memory. 
· So protected here in UK for hundreds of years. Naïve abt protective effect of Xn ethics.
· Humanity left to itself - /magically become better –> barbaric.

· In OT – constant problem for Israel. Lived among Caananites – tolerated Caananite beliefs – worshipped Canaanite gods – became Caananite in their actions.
· You become what you worship – 
· Jeremiah 2:5 They followed worthless idols and became worthless themselves.
· IOW: you become what you worship. 
· The gods of a culture will eventually define behaviour of a culture.
· Vital to understand OT: God condemns behaviour – but underlying: wrong gods. 
· See it in our culture: If you follow worthless idols you become worthless.
· If you idolise sexuality: /end up with freedom & joy & love - promised in 1960s. 
· End up with rape – abuse – pornography - impotence – abortion - low birth rates.
· If you idolise money: /end up with everyone wealthy & happy – promised in 1980s
· End up with zero hrs contracts – wealth inequality – career-driven ppl neglecting families – mortgaged up to eyeballs – working longer hours – more stress.
· If you idolise children: /end up with happy families. 
· End w low birth rates -> want to give our kids best life ever – fewer we have: nicer house – better holidays. End up w over-protective parenting – neglect of spouses b/c my kids are my life. 
· Point: B/c what you worship.
· If you worship One True God – b/c like him. 
· He is a community of love: become better at loving ppl.
· He sacrificed himself: /mind making sacrifices for other ppl: time, money, energy – benefits whole of society.
· He is a God of justice: stronger sense of right & wrong. Punish evil – encourage good.
· He stands up for weak: care for elderly – single parents – children in care.
· You b/c what you worship. And a society b/c what it worships. 
· And our society has abandoned the God who was the foundation of everything we hold dear. Rejected him. v27 turned our back to him, not our face.
· /Good moaning abt how messed up our society is unless we get to the root cause: wrong gods.
· And unless we collectively turn back to him, Western Europe will collapse, just as every other kingdom & nation has over the whole of human history.

