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#25 The Ascended Christ (4:7-10)

· Talking last week about unity: v4-5 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
· Those are the things that hold us together: 
· indwelling of Sp
· hope that we have
· believe J is Lord
· faith passed down to us
· symbol of baptism – sin washed away
· love of the Father. 
· That’s what makes us one body.
· But what should unity look like?
· Watching: doc Jesus Army – radical church movement in UK – friends – fell apart: all kinds of abuses going on. 
· Cult. /Room for individuality. Had to think exactly same – to fit in – or out.
· Does unity mean uniformity?
· Does God want us to be an empire with a united clone army (SW ref!)
· Striking: v7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 
· Lord Jesus deals w us so individually – so personally. 
· /Just a monolithic block. /All same. 
· His purpose is to make us one – one body – but bodies have many different parts – diff functions.
· Deals w us in diff ways.
· One of most engaging things abt J is way shows grace to us so individually – so personally
· So gentle w some: Came to faith b/c saw love of God in Jesus. Been let down – betrayed – hurt by so many in life.
· Finally here is a love that’s consistent, trustworthy. Someone committed to me – safe to commit to him.
· Others: terrified you w threat of hell: realised I’m eternally lost b/c sin.
· Think of Mark 3: man in synagogue – shrivelled up hand – some kind of muscle-wasting disease. 
· Gets the man to stretch out his and – completely restored. Beauty, compassion, care.
· Jewish leaders there: waiting for J to put a foot wrong. Catch him out. They: cross J has healed s/o on Sabbath. 
· J looked around at them in anger and with deep distress at their stubborn hearts. Has a go at them.
· Grace in 2 very different ways. Both to do them good.
· He’s full of grace and truth – John puts it. 
· Follower of Jesus today: to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 
· Beautiful balance – making us one – deals with us all individually.
· Pr to him individually.
· Moment: How has he shown grace to you? Thx. Pr

· Tricky bit – hard to understand. /Everything is easy. /Ignore.
· I think v8-10 all in brackets. I think writer Paul – got so worked up about grace of Lord Jesus – giving gifts of grace to his ppl – wants to explain how that works:
· v8-10 This is why it a says: quote from Ps 68. Turn.
· Ps: all abt God – good king – just king – who is victorious over his enemies. /Read all – long.
· v1 May God arise, may his enemies be scattered; may his foes flee before him.
· Rise up Lord – rescue your ppl.
· v4-6 Sing to God, sing in praise of his name, extol him who rides on the clouds; rejoice before him, his name is the LORD. This God has a name: YHWH or diff language: Jehovah
· What’s he like? He’s good! Listen:
· A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows
· He sets the lonely in families
· He leads out prisoners with singing. 
· /Sure how I think abt that! Good? 
· Thinking back to Israelites – captivity in Egypt – know B: Moses & Miriam Ex 15 – leading the nation in singing – finally free!
· Good king – model for every king – leader. 
· Not a single leader in our world – this good. 
· Part of being good: conquers his enemies. 
· West: squeamish about this. 
· Actually: a good leader is just – bears the sword (Rom 14:4) – upholds justice. Huge problems when a govt no longer upholds justice. 
· God: ultimate judge - and executioner too.
· Come to v18 Focus – quoted in Eph 4. When you ascended on high, you took many captives, you received gifts from people…
· Picture: Conquering King going up to Jerusalem – with all the captives of war – all his enemies paraded in front.
· Receives gifts from captured ppl. All kinds of accounts of this in ancient documents: captives forced to give tribute to conquering king.

· Back to Eph 4. Paul takes that: applies it to Jesus:
Jesus ascended - as glorified King of Kings
· That was about Jesus: v8 When he ascended on high, he took many captives, and gave gifts to his people
· Jesus Christ ascended on high – when he died – rose – esp ascended to heaven – glorified KoK, LoL.
· When ascended: took many captives. Who are his captives?
· We are his captives. You and me. Mean?
· We were his enemies. We were rebels. Think back to ch2:
· We used to follow the ways of this world
· We followed the ways of Satan – self first
· We gratified the desires of our flesh – did what we felt like.
· We – in our nature – deserved God’s wrath.
· But God – who is rich in mercy – made us alive with Christ. Raised us up with him.
· See what it’s saying?
· X is the ultimate good King – perfectly right, good, just in all he does. 
· Invaded domain of evil – which we were all a part of once – won that fight – taken us as his captives.
· Show you something glorious:
· What does every other conquering king do with his prisoners: humiliation - prison – punishment – death?
· God: makes them his people. 
· Ultimate sovereign power in Universe: takes ppl who were his enemies – deserving of punishment and death – captures us and makes us his people instead!
· Something else glorious: when Paul quotes Psalm 68 – notice? Changes 1 word – reinterprets it in light of X:
· Ps 68 received gifts from people
· Every other conquering king takes from his enemies.
· Eph 4 He gave gifts to his people
· Jesus conquers his enemies – makes them his people – gives us gifts! Next week!

· Think thru w me: But how does that work?
· Imagine Russia were to win the war with Ukraine.
· Imagine: All those Ukranian POWs rotting in Russian prisons – Vladimir Putin says: /longer enemies: you’re my people.
· Shower you with gifts.
· How respond? /Want to be your friends. /Want your gifts! We’re mortal enemies!
· Something radical has to happen – fundamentally change rel btw us. 
· Today: /feel like forced – manipulated into worshipping J. /Come as a defeated, angry, oppressed person, grudgingly kneeling before him. 
· So, how does God change us from enemies – rebels – into his ppl – so that we love him? 
· What caused that change?

He descended to us - to win us
· Listen: v9 What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? 
· KoK -> descended. Lowered himself to our level. Came among us. 
· From heavenly regions to the earthly regions.
· God stooped to our level.
· /Just to level of earthly kings – descended to lowest: to be a poor peasant – born to an ordinary family in a rough part of an occupied territory. 
· Jesus of Nazareth – they called him – in contempt. Can anything good come out of Nazareth?[endnoteRef:1] [1:  John 1:46] 

· /Low enough for KoK – falsely-accused prisoner – endures the shame of the cross. 
· There absorbs in his own body all the sin & shame of us all – dies in our place – dying the death that an enemy of God deserves.
· That was the cost for God – to make us his people.
· Who else would do that?
· I asked what would it take to turn God’s enemies into his ppl? That. The cross.
· And it worked – and is still working today. God is still today turning his enemies into his people. 
· Happens when we come to Jesus Christ.
· With all our sin – shame – failure
· Admit to him: need help.
· Although he’s KoK, LoL, he gives grace to us. Undeserved favour – a welcome – love – forgiveness.
· Some: new in Stoke – others new in UK. This is a time of new beginnings for you. 
· Most impt new beginning: w X. In a moment: lead you through a prayer to help you make that new beginning.

He ascended as glorious, cosmic king
· So where is X today? v10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe. 
· Jesus /stay dead!
· /Worship a dead saviour. You can go and see the tomb – it’s empty!
· Up from earth – ascended how high? Higher than all the heavens. How high is that?
· B: 3 heavens:
· Sky. Elijah prayed, and the heavens gave rain… (James 5:17) 
· Stars & galaxies: I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place (Ps 8:3)
· Spiritual world: Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God (Acts 7:55). Paul: caught up to the third heaven. (2Cor 12:2)
· Christ ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe – he is the universal cosmic King. 
· This is who Xns worship. Ascended One. 
· One who descended to us – now ascended in glory.
· Will you worship him today?
· MT up

· Pr
· Thx: Ultimate good king: A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows – who sets the lonely in families – who leads out prisoners with singing. God who is just and true.
· We confess: We have lived as your enemy in so many ways. Doing, saying, thinking things that oppose you and your good ways.
· I confess…
· Thx: through your Son Jesus, you have made a way for sinners to be your people. You have made a way for us to change sides in this cosmic battle.
· So in our minds we gaze at the cross – amazed that you should give your Son for us. 
· We reflect – I reflect – /else could do that – would do that.
· But thx: Lord Jesus /forever on cross – ascended higher than all the heavens – reigning as cosmic king over everything. 
· Humbly pray: Forgive us – have mercy on us – make me yours.
· Amen.

Next week: look at the gifts Jesus has given to his church – and their purpose.

Sing: I was a wretch (Thank you Jesus for the blood applied)

Benediction: The grace – from screen


