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#23 Come to God with Freedom and Confidence (3v12)

Ephesians 3:12 In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence. 
· Highlighter pen! All good. Esp!
· Sums up most wonderful thing abt being Xn:
· Approach God with freedom & confidence. When?
· Most obv: Pray.
· More broadly: how we relate to God. How you should feel as you come to him & speak to him.
· Pray: I pray that … Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. /Pass by. Dwell in our hearts. Word: generate faith in X in our hearts.

How do you feel as you approach God?
· Glorious heart of the good news about Jesus. Through him, we can approach God in freedom & confidence.
· Believe that? Many of us /
· Come when I’ve done enough:
· When I’ve read enough Bible. 
· When I’ve repented enough of my sin. 
· When I’ve been really good for a few days. 
· When I’ve spent long enough walking on my own in great outdoors. 
· When I’ve said enough “hail Marys” or “our fathers”.
· When I’ve had a good quiet-time of a certain length.
· No: approach God with freedom and confidence
· Come: through someone else
· Keep a comfortable distance between me and God. 
· Come to God through a priest. I’ll talk to the priest – priest talk to God for me.
· Worries me s/t when ppl ask me to pr for them. Always happy. Qn s/t: think my prayers are special? Some special blessing? No: utter heresy. You can go to the Lord yourself. /Priest. /Pastor. 
· Worship leader? Their music gives me access to God – feels like he’s close when I listen. No worship music – no access to God?
· Great privilege of being child of God: come yourself - approach God with freedom and confidence
· Believe that?
· This is every religion and the natural instinct in every one of us: 
· Do some stuff to make ourselves pleasing to him.
· Or find a mediator to go between us and God.
· Perform a ritual to open the channels of communication.
· That’s why /big into liturgy. 
· Some: helpful expression of deep truth. Others: saying same words each week: b/c substitute for actually speaking to Lord yourself. 
· Script you run through – hope it will somehow do you good.
· Creates distance. So prone to religion – ritual. Careful.
· This verse cuts across all that.
· Come! Approach God with freedom and confidence!

Approaching the right God
· /Always approach who you want to with freedom & confidence.
· Saw Borris Johnson once – Llandudno. Crowds around. Security: men with dark suits & earpieces. /Go and say hello. *10,000 – *infinity.
· Bible often affirms that God /just like us. God! Think of the desc God gives us of himself:
· Exodus 33:20 you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.
· 2Samuel 6:6 Uzzah: feel a bit sorry. Transporting AoC – ox cart. Ox stumbles – hand out to steady – God struck him down dead – because of his irreverent act. Woah. Reminder: this is God!
· Ez 1 Vision of throne-room of heaven – crazy stuff – angels – wings – eyes – wheels – impression: /words. 
· Heart: pre-incarnate Jesus: v27 like glowing metal, as if full of fire… and brilliant light surrounded him. Radiance around him: rainbow. v28 This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of Yahweh. When I saw it, I fell facedown.
· What causes him: facedown?
· /See LORD – Yahweh. 
· /Glory of LORD. 
· /Likeness of glory of LORD.
· the appearance of the likeness of the glory of LORD.
· Facedown – worship – terror.
· Maybe thinking: all very OT.
· Hebrews 12:28-29 let us … worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our “God is a consuming fire.” – burns stuff up. Destroyer.
· Acts 17:31 [God] has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead. Jesus.
· Images of: Eternity, majesty, power, light, consuming fire. OT.
· Now: look at myself: mess. Conscience: screams guilty. 
· If Moses had to remove his shoes – standing on holy round – how can I come w freedom & confidence?
· How can I ever be sure I’ve done enough?
· Maybe I should clean myself up as best I can? Watch my language a bit more carefully. Try a bit harder. Read some more Bible. 
· Seen s/t on internet I shouldn’t – well that will set me back a day – or a week – or more. /Come to this God like that, surely?
· My life for 1st few years of being Xn: Cycles of up-down.
· Try hard – feel close – pray lots – get complacent – do some sin – feel like God is distant – feel I’m /good enough – wallow in self-pity for a while. Until a few days pass: feel a bit better abt myself – maybe Lord has forgotten – or at least I have – start praying again. Cycle.
· /Sound like the kind of close rel Jesus spoke about. Matthew 11:29 I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your soul.
· How do we put it all together?
· How can he be the all-powerful holy judge and consuming fire? 
· And also our Father – come to like a good dad & talk to with freedom & confidence?

We must come to God “In Christ”
· Him? Context: X
· In Christ and through faith in Christ we may approach God with freedom and confidence. 
· Glorious truth: go to the Most high God – just as you are: all sin, shame, failure - as long as you go with Jesus Christ.
· Ever had opportunity to meet s/o famous?
· Ivan: personal friends with Neal Morse. 
· /Know? Terrible taste in music. World’s greatest prog rock musician.
· I would /dare go over & start chatting – Neal Morse!!!
· But if I go with Ivan – OK. 
· Neil Morse trusts Ivan – as long as I go with Ivan – talk to him.
· Even more so w God. Infinite power in all universe. 
· We do need a mediator, go-between. S/o trusted. S/o loved.
· /Some priest – pastor – worship leader – friend – parent.
· There’s no-one more loved, more trusted than God’s own Son.
· So take hand of Jesus - & go to F. 
· There is … one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus (1Tim 2:5)
· God is pleased with his Son – you go with him, you are safe – F welcome you.
· Actually more than taking his hand: In him. In X.
· Gospel: such good news! My identity: bound up w X – united to him. 
· All your sin becomes his. And all his goodness becomes yours. 
· When F looks at us – instead of seeing all our sin – all our failure - sees Jesus. B/c “In Him”.
· Instead of saying: stay away. Holy ground.
· Enter in: come. 
· Movies: enter into top-secret lab: iris scanner – fingerprint reader. Come to F: iris scanner: J – fingerprint: Jesus. Welcome!

We must come to God “through faith in Christ”
· How take hand of J? How united to him?
· In Him and through faith in Him. 
· /About what you do. /Ritual. /Trying hard. /Effort.
· Faith. Put faith in him. X.
· /God - /Church – in X and only X.
· Mean?
· Must believe J is who he says he is.
· Must trust J. 
· Trust what he did at the cross. 
· /Just theoretical: X died for sinners. 
· X died for me. My sin. My failure. My lust. My greed. My hate. My laziness. My apathy. For me.
· All my sin: nailed into him @ cross.
· Trust him: take all your sin – bear responsibility for it - /longer mine.
· /Put it better than Lee: There’s no other way. W/o JX I’d be doomed. No hope – no help for anybody.

Putting it all together: will you come?
In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence. 
· God wants you to approach. Wants a rel w you.
· Flourish. Made for.
· Everything has been done.
· So you can come - King & Judge of cosmos – with freedom & confidence.
· But: Cost God. 
· Infinite price: Death of his Son to make it possible.  
· That’s /you reaching out to him – that is him reaching out to you! 
· Jesus: Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. [endnoteRef:1] [1:  Luke 19:10] 

· He wants you to come!
· But if it cost God so much so you can come to him, you’d better come. 
· Also a cost to rejecting him: 
· find out one day: outside of X
· On your own before the ultimate judge of Universe – w all your sin – shame – failure. 
· Think Uzzah: 1 slip – 1 mistake: dead. How will you fare?
· But today God is reaching out to you. Will you come?
· Everything ready. 
· Let go of you. Put faith in X. Alone.

Pr: quiet. 

Sing: I come by the blood




