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· Intro: Think back over last month or so – all times when you’ve had a decision to make.
· How many: black & white – right & wrong?
· Far more likely: grey – make a choice – which is wisest? Likely best outcome?
· Walking thru park, find £20 on floor?
· Could possibly be a sinful way of responding: see it fall from s/o pocket – keep it: theft.
· More likely: choices: give it away? Buy lunch? Invest? Lend? Keep? Wisdom. 
· What if it’s £50? What if it’s £5000?
· If we try to find the “right” answer – God’s will for that moment – that way madness lies b/c he hasn’t told us!
· Wisdom. Wise choices. Least-bad option.
· B&W choices are easy ones. Wisdom is much harder. Just depends!
· Eg: Proverbs: says a lot abt money. Series next year, so /do a lot.
· Say together: Proverbs 21:5 The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty.
· Chew it around a bit.
· Some scripture: like jelly babies: instant hit of sweetness.
· Proverbs: more like a gobstopper. Explain gob! Chew around for ages - /much happens. Flavour slowly emerges.
· So: chew: say again.
· Making plans is good. 
· Diligent plans. Well-thought-through. Detailed. Takes some time. 
· Generally speaking: financially better-off. Profit. Do well.
· Opposite is also true: Haste leads to poverty. 
· Quick decisions are often bad decisions. Especially when it comes to money. 
· Impulse buys: often regret. Emotion driving choice /careful planning.
· Say: obvious. Sure, but how often we do it! Moving house soon. Emptying garage – full of impulse buys! 
· Do that enough: poverty.
· Jay Adams: “Proverbs are pithy portable principles not precious particular promises.”
· /Promises. Wise statements that help us do well in life – to flourish – God’s will for us.
· Generally speaking: good planning leads to good financial choices. 
· Exceptions: might find bargain of century – sell on Ebay – big profit. /Promises. Principles. 
· Pithy: short, memorable, pictures.
· Portable: apply to lots of situations.

Into main txt: Proverbs 1:1-9 - What it’s for – who it’s for. Basic summary. 
· Like back page of novel. Get you to read it.
· Meant to grab our attention to delve into rest.
· Adrian Reynolds: used outline[endnoteRef:1] [1:  From a sermon he gave at the FIEC local conference 2025, at Park. We had chosen to do proverbs before we knew that the conference theme was that same book.] 

· Pr?

The beauty of wisdom (v8-9)
v8-9 Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction
    	and do not forsake your mother’s teaching.
  They are a garland to grace your head
    	and a chain to adorn your neck.
· What will make you into an attractive person? Like flowers in your hair – or a nice necklace – make you look good – beautiful – to other ppl?
· Money? Family? Well-behaved kids? Good job? Nice holidays? 
· This scripture: what will make you beautiful person: 
· wisdom – passed down from older ppl. Most: mother-father.
· Gaining wisdom: /Something our culture values very highly.
· Listening to older ppl - respecting: /culture does well.
· Families. Community groups. 

Our need for Wisdom (v2-5)
· Aim of the book (v2-3):
v2-3 for gaining wisdom and instruction;
for understanding words of insight;
for receiving instruction in prudent behaviour,
[for] doing what is right and just and fair.
· Fact is: all need help to navigate life.
· Life is complicated: Face hard choices – situations - every day.
· To transform our thinking
· Gain wisdom and instruction …understanding. 
· This book: teaching us how to think well. Xn: thinking faith
· To transform our behaviour
· This book: 
· Prudent behaviour. Make you someone who does what is right and just and fair.
· God is right & just & fair. Calls us to be like him[endnoteRef:2]. [2:  Cut for space: Look at gods of other faiths: full of lust – violence – envy – hate. Basically, gods made in the image of humanity – gods like us. But Bible: shows us a God who is altogether unlike us. This book: make you more like Jesus. Whatever Jesus does, you can safely copy. ] 

· Who is it for? Meet different characters in Proverbs:
· Simple
giving prudence to those who are simple
· /Mean: stupid - thick. 
· Simple person: /thought things through. Do stupid things /stupid – but b/c /good at thinking.
· Maybe: /guide them.
· Maybe: /great start in life – parents weren’t great – moral compass is a bit wobbly. 
· /Rebellious - /evil: just /much of a clue.
· So many ppl like that in our communities: just stumbling through life for want of a guide. 
· Maybe recognise yourself in that?
· Aim: give prudence to those who are simple
· Foolish 
v7b fools despise wisdom and instruction.
· Different kind of person: /Clueless like simple. Fools – in Proverbs - know right way but choose not to walk in it[endnoteRef:3]. This is the rebel.  [3:  Isaiah 30:21] 

· Fool despises wisdom and instruction. Hate being told what to do. Despise.
· Do life my way. /Listen. /Care.
· Bible characterises that as foolish. How arrogant to think you are the ultimate source of knowledge, wisdom, understanding in Universe! Nothing to learn. Do what I want.
· Aim: /speak to fools. /Do that. /Listen. 
· Instead: Proverbs shows us what happens when you despise wisdom and instruction. Warnings to us: This is how your life will probably go – so avoid it!
· Young – back to v4-5
v4b knowledge and discretion to the young
· Young ppl /anything. I say this as someone who was young once!
· Problem is: young ppl: convinced you know everything! 
· For most: comes a time in 20s – realise /idea what you’re doing! For me, just got married, job, house. Suddenly a grown-up and realise: scared /know how to be one of those!
· Say together: Proverbs 20:29 The glory of young men is their strength, grey hair the splendour of the old. Chew around:
· When you’re young: best thing about you: strength-energy!
· Old: best thing about you is age! B/c w age comes life-experience, wisdom. Just as good as being strong when you’re young. 
· YP: /despise the wisdom of older ppl. 
· Been around a while. Know stuff you don’t! 
· Discerning. /Every older person is wise. But working assumption: wiser than me. That humility get you a long way in life!
· Parents: stop asking your kids what they want to do!
· They have no clue what’s good & best for them! 
· Your job: nurture them – guide them - /be led by them. Hard: rebellious. 
· Two good choices.
· Wise
v5 let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance.
· Also speaks to wise. B/c we can all grow.
· /Wake up one morning: now on level 2: wisdom. 
· No: keep growing wiser.
· Interesting circularity to wisdom: v5-6 let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance – for understanding proverbs and parables, the sayings and riddles of the wise. 
· IOW: If you’re wise already – great. But listen & learn – so that you can understand proverbs & wisdom better.
· Virtuous circle.

Our source of Wisdom (v7) – 3 things:
· How to get into that circle? See in self: need help here. Where start?
· Expect: want to do well in life – avoid holes many fall into – good life:
· find a guru – wise leader?
· Read some self-help books?
· Mentor – life coach – get some counselling?
· No: 3 things:
·  #1 v7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge…
· Beginning of all this stuff – starting point: fear of the LORD. 
· Mean?
· /Terror. Much broader.
· Inc awe – respect – reverence. Recognising who he is:
· God of all creation – supreme King who is holy & perfect in all of his ways.
· Fear of the LORD = having right attitude towards him.
· Recognising he is God: supreme to us. Taking that seriously. 
· Generates humility in us.
· #2 Ask – from him. James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God who gives generously to all. Ask! 
· Caveat: you must believe and not doubt. Trust him, follow him. Believe he is who the scriptures say he is. He really can help you. Believe that? 
· If you do: that’s the fear of the Lord. Come and ask for wisdom: he will help you.  
· #3 Know Jesus.
· Proverbs: written by a king for a king to help him to be wise: v8-9 Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction. 1st 9 chapters.
· Solomon: King of Israel. Writing to his son, so he will be a good, wise king.
· His son, Rehoboam: /wise. /listen to his F’s instruction.
· Instead: listened to his mates. 1Kings 12:8. Disaster: civil war, nation divided into 2 separate kingdoms.
· Proverbs: shows us what a good king should be. 
· But honestly, every king is a disappointment. Even Solomon himself /live up to all that he said. 
· Only 1 king who lived out all the wisdom of Proverbs perfectly. That’s Jesus – ultimate King.
· In him we see a king – leader – who is all-powerful – but also wise, just, kind, honest, dependable, merciful, patient. 
· Everything good that the book of Proverbs commends to us: you find in Jesus.
· When Luke sums up J childhood in 1 verse: Luke 2:40 he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.
· When apostle Paul wants to sum up Jesus – like this: Colossians 2:3 In [Christ] are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
· Becoming wise is a great treasure[endnoteRef:4] - help you to flourish in life as God intended.  [4:  Proverbs 8:11, 3:15] 

· All that treasure is bound up best in one man: Jesus Christ.
· Want to be wise? Read about him, listen to him, follow him, copy him, obey him, devote yourself to him, worship him. Be filled w Spirit of God: make you like him.
· You will find no-one better.

Pr:
· Come to you as those who desire wisdom. Come with humility – asking for your help.
· All sorts here today:
· Simple: /much guidance in life: Listen, grow. 
· Help us heed your warnings to the Fool – rebel. 
· Young: humility to acknowledge our lack of wisdom & need for help.
· Wise: grow further - /plateau – add to their learning.
· Thank you for J: greatest treasure of wisdom.











Discussion questions:
1. Think of a recent decision you had to make. Was it a clear right/wrong issue, or more of a "what’s wisest" situation?
2. The author says wisdom will make you look beautiful: v9 …a garland to grace your head and a chain to adorn your neck. How do you think wisdom makes a life beautiful? What kind of things does the world tend to value more than wisdom? Do you think we value wisdom enough?
3. Why might Proverbs be described as more like a "gobstopper" than a "jelly baby"? What does that imply for how we read it?
4. How does the phrase "pithy, portable principles—not precious promises" help us interpret Proverbs?
5. Is wisdom passed down from an older generation something your culture values highly? (v8-9) Where do you see that occurring? How can we better show that we value the wisdom of older people?
6. The "simple" person is described as someone who hasn't learned how to think well. Do you ever feel that way? What’s the next step for you?
7. What are the dangers of being a "fool" who despises instruction?
8. Why might young people especially need wisdom? What are the risks of thinking you already have it? What does Proverbs 20:29 teach us about age and wisdom?
9. What does "the fear of the LORD" mean in practice in your daily decisions?





















