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#4 To the Ends of the Earth (Acts 27-28)

· Easter recently. 
· Jesus: gloriously – rising from dead – conquering death.
· Disciples: scared – confused – hiding. Small number.
· How: from that – to dominant religion of Roman Empire – in only 300yrs?
· Begins: Acts 1:8 you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
· Explain: Power. Spread. 
· Even Samaria seemed a big deal! All J&S.
· Acts 27-28 explain how the gospel came to the heart of the Roman Empire. Infiltrated Empire: ends of earth.

· Amazing story. Lot of it!
· Started back in ch21 in Jerusalem. 
· Arrested: b/c preaching the gospel and some /like it. 
· Crowd attempt to beat Paul to death (21:30-32)
· Arrested – chained. Physically carried through the mob as they are calling for his death. (21:35-36)
· Series of legal trials: 
· Sanhedrin – conspiracy to murder him – rescued by Roman authorities.
· Regional Roman governor – Felix – regular meetings
· Then 2 yrs in prison
· New governor – Festus – P demands to have his case heard by High Court of Caeser in Rome.
· Before he goes: audience with King Herod Agrippa – great grandson of HtG – babies.
· So Paul: under arrest – on a prison ship to Rome. Long, detailed story.
· Running theme: bad weather! Ferry crossing – force 10.
· Explain on map.
· Get to Crete – decision to make: end of season – bad weather coming. Ballsy move: go for it. Massive storm overtakes them:
· 27:16 lifeboat was trailing – in danger of losing it – hauled on deck. Might need that!
· 27:17 Passed ropes under the ship to hold it together
· 27:18 Next day: throwing cargo overboard
· 27:19 Next day: threw away everything else they could except food.
· 27:20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days and the storm continued raging, we finally gave up all hope of being saved.
· Ever been there? So bad: just give up. Accept my fate. Tried everything. Done everything. Completely at end of own resources. No ideas.
· Only been there once. 
· That night: Paul – vision of an angel:
· /afraid. 
· Shipwreck. But you’ll all be OK. 

Read Acts 27:27-44 – Nicola

· Dramatic story!
· Prisoners – Soldiers – Sailors.
· Ironically /prisoners try to escape but the sailors! 
· Steal lifeboat – just big enough for us! Try to escape in middle of night. Soldiers stop them.
· Paul: stay together – saved together. 
· Soldiers: cut the ropes for the lifeboat – drift away (v32)
· Paul: eat – /eaten for 14 days. Last meal: throw food overboard too.
· Soldiers: want to kill all prisoners. Centurion thinks Paul is worth saving – so /let them.
· See land – hit sandbank – ship destroyed and everyone makes it to the beach alive. Malta.
· My favourite part of story. 
· Sitting – shivering round a campfire in rain – half-starved – utterly exhausted. 
· Paul: picks up some bits of wood to throw on fire – bitten by poisonous snake. 
· Think: come on! Just trying to do good & spread gospel here!
· Aren’t we meant to be on the same team, Lord?
· Leave Paul there for a moment…

Trust God’s word
· V kind to Nicola – read easiest bit. Lots of names – places – details. Few examples:
· 27:1 Centurian in charge of Paul’s transport to Rome: Julius – Imperial Regiment.
· Trace voyage: 27:2-5 We boarded a ship from Adramyttium about to sail for ports along the coast of the province of Asia, and we put out to sea…The next day we landed at Sidon… From there we put out to sea again and passed to the lee [sheltered side] of Cyprus because the winds were against us. When we had sailed across the open sea off the coast of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we landed at Myra in Lycia.
· Been described as most detailed insight into sea voyages in ancient literature. Details of ship: 28:11-13 …we put out to sea in a ship that had wintered in the island—it was an Alexandrian ship with the figurehead of the twin gods Castor and Pollux. We put in at Syracuse and stayed there three days. From there we set sail and arrived at Rhegium. The next day the south wind came up, and on the following day we reached Puteoli. 
· Places, names, dates. Google any name, place – real – all kinds of info.
· We. Includes Luke. Writer was there. 
· /Myths – fables. Account. 
· S/t ppl say: made up stories. 
· Objective person: /say that.
· Clearly: an eyewitness account – description of what happened.
· Yesterday: Hope Explored. 
· Start of Luke’s gospel: written an orderly account – carefully investigated – spoken to eyewitnesses.
· Purpose: Luke 1:4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.
· Only real hope if it’s true!
· Ppl look to all kinds of things to give them hope – feel better for a while. But is it TRUE?
· This psg: strong confirmation: yes it’s true! 
· Everything you can expect to check up on.
· When b/c Xn: /asking you to believe in myth or fairytale. Founded on Xn built on historic reality. 

What’s point of all this? 
The gospel will prevail
· Meant to say “wow”! 
· Look at God’s glorious protection. 
· So many times – nearly end for Paul. But the Lord’s hand was on him. Protecting him. Helping him.
· He’s just one man. Paul = “little”. Unimportant. Humble. Insignificant. 
· Arrayed against him:
· The Jewish establishment – hate Jesus.
· The Roman Empire – taken him prisoner.
· Whole of nature conspiring against him – storm.
· Several assassination attempts – near-starvation – nearly killed by soldiers on ship - shipwreck. 
· Finally: snake. 
· Through it all: God’s plan for the gospel to go to ends of earth: /thwarted. /Stop little Paul b/c God is with him. 
· Say: “wow!”
· S/t question will the church survive? Will gospel prevail?
· Pressure – persecution – so many places. This week: partners in India: forced to close Bible college by local authorities. Govt: happily destroy Xn forever.
· Will gospel prevail? Answer is yes, God is sovereign – reigns as king forever over whole earth – plan to bring this gospel to ends of earth.
· When God makes a plan: /you and me make a plan! Happens!
· Problems – setbacks – huge difficulties – massive storms – persecution – chains – even death. But gospel w prevail. 
· Every storm will pass. Every evil person will die. Every Empire will fall. The gospel will prevail.
· So confident of that?
· See it all over scripture: 
· Pharoah: tries to drown baby Moses who will deliver the people. Fails – rescued by own daughter!
· Haman: tries to start a genocide against the Jews. Fails: Esther. 
· Herod the Great: tries to kill newborn Jesus. Fails: escape.
· Sanhedrin: try to destroy early church.
· Daniel: vision – ch2 – one human empire after another. Each seemingly unstoppable – untameable – all-powerful. Mighty global superpowers run by mighty men.
· Then one day: little stone - cut out - but not by human hands - /human – divine. Jesus.
· Strikes huge statue on feet – whole thing topples & falls – wind sweeps pieces away like dust. 
· But that little stone: grow & grow until filled whole earth.
· Paul taking the gospel of Jesus to the heart of the Roman Empire: global – earth-shattering significance. 
· Forces of hell unleashed to stop him getting there.
· But the gates of hell will /overcome God’s church – or God’s gospel to the world[endnoteRef:1].  [1:  Matthew 16:18] 

· Where are the modern-day Paul’s?
· Where are those who will give 1yr – 2yrs - 5yrs – lifetime – to taking the gospel to the world?
· Start w beach-mission – 1mo – 3mo.
· Missions: /smart career move. 
· Harder. Lower paid. Poor prospects. Reward in heaven.
· Know you will make a difference: gospel will prevail.

The gospel spreads through suffering
· Paul’s arrest: tragedy!
· Worst thing ever. Friends thought? I got arrested? (Unlikely!)
· Direct result: Able to present the gospel to:
· Two different Roman governors
· King
· Eventually: emperor Nero Caesar[endnoteRef:2]. Gospel is proclaimed to most powerful man on earth – heart of Roman empire which controlled whole world at time. [2:  Jesus’ promise to him in Acts 27:24. That’s probably what Paul is referring to in 2Tim 4:17. This is written much later. So after his trial in Rome he must have been freed. Then re-arrested later at Troas (v13) and taken again to Rome, where he was executed. ] 

· And when he’s in the storm – everyone can see his faith:
· /afraid
· cares for all: need to eat. Prays. Eats. Does normal stuff in midst of terror.
· b/c of Paul: all the prisoners /killed by soldiers. 
· Reckon they listened when he talked about Jesus after that? You bet they did!
· And when he’s shipwrecked – bitten by a snake. On island – Malta.
· Ends up there for 3mo. Had /intention - /desire to go to Malta. 
· But that’s what God planned for him. 
· Instead of getting angry – bitter. 
· Paul sees opportunities for gospel behind every trial. Every setback is an opportunity for faith to shine even brighter.
· So easy: complain – fixated on negative.
· Wish I was better at that! Some of you much more +ve than me. 
· Trying to train myself: /know why this has happened - but I believe he’s good and loves me – so must be a reason in his grand complicated plan. 
· So even if I /see it. Trust him: for someone’s good! 
· /Get me down.
· Tradition tells us: Roman Governor of Malta – b/c Xn – ends up first bishop of Malta. B/c a deeply Xn place[endnoteRef:3]. [3:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_in_Malta ] 

· That’s why God shipwrecked him on Malta.
· Loved the ppl of Malta – wanted them to hear gospel!
· Very end of book (28:31): find Paul under house-arrest – like ankle tag – waiting for his trial: 
· /moping around depressed – lethargic – complaining – shaking his fist at God. 
· 28:31 He proclaimed the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ—with all boldness and without hindrance!
· He writes: Philippians, Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon.
· Some of the most profound praise to the Jesus ever committed to words: Colossians 1:16-18 [together?] in [Jesus] all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities – that covers everything, right??!!; all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.
· Believe that? All things created to finally bring glory to Jesus?
· Even the storms? Even the bad stuff. Even all the forces of human and demonic evil that stand against us – in the end – used to bring about the glory of God in Christ.
· Big statement: Acts 27-28 is a good example: everything was thrown at Paul to stop him and the gospel getting to heart of Roman empire. Through immense suffering, Jesus is glorified.
· Hang onto that in the storms, bro-sis.



Pr:
· What storms in your life right now?
· Everything in us wants to complain – fixate on our suffering.
· Help us: 
· Trust you completely – whatever the storm – whatever the outcome.
· Take every opportunity – glorify you – speak of you – even through tears.
· Grant us that power of the Holy Spirit that transformed those first followers.
· Thx: reassurance – gospel will prevail – Jesus will be glorified.

Sing: I cannot tell
· Last 2 verses abt missions. 
· I cannot tell – lots of things I /know. 
· “But this I know” – hold on to them





Questions for Community Groups



Discussion questions for children
You might want to pick and choose a couple of questions to ask over lunch. Or you could do one section per day for 4 days. 

1. How many kings or rulers do you think exist today? While some
are good and some are bad, will any of them last forever? Did the powerful
Roman Empire last forever? Will the kingdom of God ever be destroyed like
human kingdoms?

2. In the story this week, what could have stopped Paul from preaching about Jesus? Did anything stop him?

3. Where did Jesus say his disciples would take the gospel message? What was the biggest city in Paul’s day? Did the gospel message make it there? How do we know the gospel will spread to all nations? 
The gospel will spread to all nations because Jesus promised it would.

4. How is the Christian life like Paul’s final journey on the ship? How can we be encouraged when we face storms in our life? Who will bring us safely home to heaven? God will bring his people safely home to heaven.

