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On the Road to the Cross - #2 The Blind Man Who Could See (Luke 18:34-43)

· I became a Xn – follower of J – 16yrs.
· Before that: /clue abt Jesus. 
· Knew lots of things – grew up here: heard hundreds of sermons – sang thousands of hymns - /know him.
· So I have a lot of sympathy w disciples:
· After Jesus explains his purpose – mission – v31-33 – listen carefully: v34 The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was hidden from them, and they did not know what he was talking about.
· These are the guys – with J for 3 yrs – seen everything – miracles – healings – dead raised -demons cast out – countless hours of teaching.
· When it comes to gospel – death & resn of J: blank faces. Nothing. Lights are off and no-one is home.
· How possible? Just a bit thick? 
· No. See what some of them wrote later: clever!
· Tell you: takes a miracle for s/o to understand gospel and come to real genuine faith in J.
· Ppl need knowledge to believe – but /enough. My exp – and disciples prove: knowledge /enough. 
· Plenty of theologians – bishops - /believe – know lots abt Jesus - /know J.
· I once was lost but now I'm found. Was blind, but now I see
· Problem: spiritual blindness.
· Impt: esp if grown up in Xn culture – air you breathe: smells like J. 
· Some: other countries – v Xn – church every Sunday – prayers & Bible reading during week.
· Parents – grandparents – family members – all part of Xn community.
· /Make you a Xn.
· Takes a miracle to make you a Xn. God has to make you see.
· Gently challenge you today: have you understood the gospel? Are you trusting in Jesus to save you? Believe? Affect you? 
· Or just your culture? Just habit to come to ch? 
· Think we’re meant to see a contrast in story:
· Disciples who are blind to who Jesus really is – clueless abt death for sin – resn to defeat sin & death forever.
· Ironically: blind man – who can see exactly who Jesus is!
Bible reading: Luke 18:31-43

Pause: true follower of Jesus today? Pr: HS open our eyes – by end of today – see clearly – are we genuinely following?

What do we know?
· Blind. Most of world – even today: blind -> poor. 
· No surprise: sitting by roadside begging.
· BTW: next week – story of Zachaeus – rich. Both need Jesus – both irresistibly drawn towards Jesus – and J to them.
· One day J comes by on way to Jerusalem.
· Crowd – J is a huge celebrity. Huge following. 
· Going on? Jesus.
· Starts to shout: Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.

“Son of David”? Hang out.
· Think: his dad’s name was Joseph. Adopted dad. Mistaken identity?
· No, he knows OT: 1000yrs earlier: 
· 2Samuel 7:12-15 God -> David: When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors – when you die - I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. [think: Solomon] He is the one who will build a house for my Name.
· Defo Solomon – built Temple
· and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever
· That’s defo /S! After him: chaos – division of nation – both halves ended up in exile.
· Who on earth has a kingdom that will last forever? Only one: J. 
· See: Sol is only a shadow of a greater fulfilment to come.
· I will be his father, and he will be my son. 
· 1000yrs before J. God saying: my Son will have an eternal kingdom.
· Son of David b/c name for Messiah.
· When he does wrong, I will punish him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by human hands. But my love will never be taken away from him.
· Sounds a lot like J[endnoteRef:1]. Certainly /literally true of Solomon [1:  Helpful discussion here: https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/bible-study/how-does-i-will-be-to-him-a-father-in-2-samuel-7-point-to-jesus.html ] 

· J was literally beaten & flogged by human hands. 
· Mean: When he does wrong? Only perfect man ever lived. When did J ever do wrong? 
· ^Glorious thing: Jesus became sin for us – even though he himself never sinned. (2Cor 5:21) 
· On cross, Jesus /just pay for our sins – he made them his own. Absorbed wrath of God against our sin – in his own body.
· Isaiah 53:5 he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities…
· J /did wrong but he took on himself all of our wrong. Punished by God for our sin.
· Humiliated & shamed in our place – so that we can be lifted up.
· So blind man: heard stories abt J of course – put the pieces together - understood J identity – he is the Messiah. 
· This is the SoD that God talked about 1000yrs earlier.
· Have mercy on me! Shouting.
· This is his one chance – Jesus is passing by. 

What abt the crowd?
· They rebuked him and told him to be quiet: Shut up - /here for the likes of you. 
· Immediately see how the crowd might be with Jesus - but not FOLLOWING J. Walking along road w J but not WALKING w J.
· Tell by actions: If truly following J – true disciples – doing what J has been saying: 17:2 If you cause one of my little ones – weak vulnerable – to stumble – bad things happen to you – better be thrown into a lake w millstone round your neck[endnoteRef:2]. [2:  Mark 9:42] 

· Here they are: telling a weak, vulnerable man – trying to come to J.
· /Welcoming him – causing stumble. Hindering him from coming to J[endnoteRef:3].   [3:  Mark 10:14] 

· See irony? Crowd = blind. /Understand who J is - /really listening. /Following.
· The blind man sees.
· Today: /put off by crowd in your life. Often keep you from Jesus.
· If you are here – investigating Jesus – if Jesus is passing by - /anything stop you getting to Jesus.
· /Family put you off – or work colleagues – even spouse. v29 some have to leave home or wife or brothers or sisters or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God – but you will receive many times as much in this age, and in the age to come eternal life.
· Some here: whole family /believers. Sacrifice to be here. Honour you today. Hard. Hold onto that promise. 
· /Pride put you off. v17 Got to come like a little child – with nothing to offer – or /come at all.
· /Fear of rejection put you off. As soon as J hears the blind man: calls him over. 
· If I came: reject me. No: you come, you will find arms open wide to embrace you.
· Whoever you are – whatever you’ve done today: /think for 1 sec: too far gone for J. 
· Being empty – lost – hopeless – full of sin - /problem. 
· Being full of urself: that’s a problem. 
· But you come to him like this blind man: Lord, have mercy on me! He’ll call you to himself.

What do you want me to do for you?
· If J asked you same qn… what would you say?
· Anything in all world: Dream job – spouse always wanted – endless holidays in sun – respect, honour, status, money.
· Lord, I want to see. In that moment:
· Faith: power of God runs through Jesus. /Else can do that. Only God.
· Faith: Jesus /just interested in impt ppl – but has compassion on poor – cares.
· Faith: Son of David – Messiah – accepts he is Lord.
· In response to the man’s faith: Go, your faith has healed you. Immediately: see. 
· Healed: Gk: sōzō [sohd-zo] – big meaning: saved – forgiven – restored – made whole. New start. 
· Big test. Is this man a genuine follower of J? 
· /Long in Xn circles – meet ppl: profess faith in Jesus. 
· Burn bright for a while – all seems well – as if light just goes out – wander away.
· Met ppl: Love the idea of salvation – makes sense
· Intellectually satisfying. Know they need a saviour. 
· Or it’s emotionally satisfying: feel their need – and feel good inside when they hear abt J.
· Or just want the blessing: Healing. Prosperity in this life. Heaven when I die. 
· But won’t have him as Lord. You can be my saviour – forgive me & cleanse me – bless me – and take me to heaven.
· But I want to be Lord of my life. I want to remain in charge. I want to walk my own path. 
· /Work. He’s Saviour & Lord or he’s nothing.
· What will blind man do? 
· Was J just a tool to get him what he wanted?
· Had my healing: forget Jesus: party time.
· No: He received his sight and followed Jesus along the road. 
· That’s the test: having come to Jesus – received from J – will you follow J?
· If you want to be my disciple – my follower – deny self – take up cross – follow[endnoteRef:4]. [4:  Mark 8:34] 

· Closing qn: Are you following J today? Walking w him along life’s road?
· /20yrs ago – or last month. Right now. Here to do business w God.

Pause: walking along road w him today? 
· Own heart challenged today: how I treat other ppl – those: crowd /interested in. 
· Have I followed crowd instead of doing w J did? 
· Have I noticed the voice of the weak & vulnerable like J? Out of all the voices that day – Jesus heard this man: blind beggar. Do I?
· Or like crowd: want them to shut up and be invisible to me? 
· Change our hearts, Lord. Mould us in your image.
· Need to come to him urself?
· Your one chance – as J is here – will you cry out to him like the blind man? /Miss opportunity. Might /another!
· Jesus – Messiah – Son of David - have mercy on me. Your prayer today? One he always hears.
· Lord, we come to you – have mercy on our sinful hearts – thx: merciful God – always receive ppl who humbly ask for mercy. Asking for mercy now Lord.
· Perhaps: /there yet - /understand – but see s/t here – attracted to J. Need more. 
· Great prayer today: Lord, I want to see – I know there’s something wonderful here - /seeing yet. Lord, help me to see. 

Quiet.

Sing: Thankyou Jesus for the Blood Applied


Discussion questions

1. Can you remember a time when you would have described yourself as "spiritually blind"? What was that like? What changed?
2. If "it takes a miracle to make someone a Christian", how should that affect how we think about evangelism?
2.1. Prayer!
3. Read 2Corinthians 4:4-6, a passage which talks more about the topic, but not one we looked at on Sunday. 
3.1. Where does spiritual blindness come from - and what effect does it have? 
3.1.1. A Satanic strategy, so that people do not see the gospel as "light" and do not see Christ as glorious.
3.2. How does this verse affect your understanding of what preaching ought to be?
3.2.1. Not about the preacher - except as a servant in bringing focus to Jesus as Lord.
3.3. How is creation a helpful picture of what God does as the gospel is preached?
4. Why do you think the blind man asked Jesus for "mercy"? What is mercy? What do you think he meant by it?
4.1. I know I deserve xxx - but please give me yyy.
5. The crowd were hostile to the blind man's desire to meet Jesus. Is there a hostile crowd that ever keeps you from Jesus? Who? And how can the group help?
6. The blind man “followed Jesus along the road” instead of disappearing off to do his own thing. Jesus became his saviour and Lord. How do you respond to the idea that Jesus is only ever Saviour and Lord, not just saviour? 
6.1. Ephesians 1:7 It’s “in Him” that we have redemption and forgiveness. If we are saved it’s because we are “in him” – bound to Christ, and united to him. It makes no sense to be trying to walk away from him! You can’t have it both ways!
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