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· Church is full of single people:
· All of us start life single – well over half of us end life single.
· Types:
· Bereaved
· Divorced
· Single parents
· Homosexual ppl – last week: B: celibacy.
· Happily Unmarried. /Assume. One of most annoying things for single ppl: married ppl who assume they want to be married too. Sorry.
· Unhappily Unmarried. 
· Married ppl - /turn off today: for you as much as single ppl.
· Attitude?
· British culture: mixed
· Quite negative abt marriage. Piece of paper – all fun stops when marry.
· Also: Pity for single ppl. 
· Other cultures here: ? 
· Some: expectation – pressure - marry – arranged marriage. 
· History impt – gives us a better perspective on today
· Took 1Cor 7 psg really seriously. 
· Jerome – hugely influential scholar – Bible translator. Born around 350AD.
· Inspired by 1Cor 7 – read earlier – 1Cor 7:32-34 An unmarried man is concerned about the Lord’s affairs—how he can please the Lord. But a married man is concerned about the affairs of this world—how he can please his wife— and his interests are divided. Same for women. that you may live in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord.
· Taught: serious Xn – single – wholeheartedly devoted to the Lord.
· Married ppl: always so busy – complicated lives – paints a picture of married life: From marriage comes babies who scream … children who hang around your neck, you get anxious about money…when the husband invites friends over … the wife flaps around like a bird all over the house, looking to see if the couch is smooth, the floor swept clean, flowers arranged nicely, the dinner ready. Now tell me, tell me honestly – where in all this can you find any thought of God?
· Kinda funny – but if you are a married person w children – probably recognise a bit of that at least. 
· Married life: defo more complicated. /Time. Devotion: divided. 
· Single people: mostly have more freedom to devote themselves to God and His work – serve in whatever way.
· Out every night - /problem. 
· Go to bed late and skip meals. 
· People visit any time - /else to consider. 
· Regular devotional time – have little children: remember that!?
· Jerome hugely influential[endnoteRef:1]: Xn leaders – celibate.  [1:  He definitely went too far. As he exposits 1Cor 7, he believes it teaches that really, married people ought to be celibate too, unless they are in danger of committing adultery. https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Against_Jovinianus/-DwIDAAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&kptab=getbook ] 

· RC today.
· Most of ch history: singleness: honourable, respectable, very legitimate choice for serious Xn ppl.
· /Forget: Jesus was single. 
· Paul was single. 
· Anna: widow - most significant time in her life: old.
· Ruth: chose singleness to care for her MIL
· Joseph: young man who chose /sleep w woman who seduced him – holy.
· Lydia: church plant at Philippi – funded it – started in her house.
· Mary Magdalene, Mary & Martha, Miriam, Jeremiah, Elijah.
· 1Corinthians 7:28 - /read - those who marry will face many troubles in this life, and I want to spare you this.
· If you are happy being single - /anyone put pressure on you to marry. 
· Live a life of devotion to the Lord and service to other ppl.
· And parents: /put pressure - expectation - on children to marry – just coz you want grandchildren. Selfish.
· Church recently – marriage is better. Choose to be single: odd choice. 
· To choose celibacy in our culture - so obsessed w sex: poor you.
· Strategic mistake we’ve made – evangelicals – C20
· Witnessed collapse of family in Europe – divorce^ - marriage mocked – undervalued – children undervalued through abortion.
· Said: we are pro-family. Pillar of society. Family first!
· Put marriage and family on a pedestal it was probably /meant to have.
· Common complaint from single ppl in churches: all abt married ppl.
· I’ve been part of that at times.
· Really excited when I learned Mark: married w children.
· Would we have considered a single person as pastor here? Not sure. Think: negative. /Right!
· Should be: pro-marriage – pro single too!
· So how can we make church a great place to be a single person?
· Would make all difference to someone like Tim - last Sunday: brought up in a Xn family – knew he was gay – tried to supress it – lonely – ended up having sex with another man in the back room of an adult bookshop. Said: I wish, instead of finding myself in the arms of that random man, I had found myself in the arms of the church. I wish in the church I had found myself loved.
· If we’re going to say that celibacy is a viable option for same-sex-attracted people – got to make the church a wonderful place to be for single ppl.
· For many of us: asking gay ppl to remain celibate – feels unfair – asking them to be lonely all their lives. 
· Shows we think only solution to loneliness is marriage.
· B has much bigger vision of ch: family together on mission.

So, ask: who is your family?
· One day – J teaching – mum turns up + brothers.
· If anyone had the right to interrupt Jesus: his mum.
· But instead of saying: family first – I’m outta here: Matthew 12:48 Who is my mother, and who are my brothers? Pointing to his disciples - Here are my mother and my brothers. For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.
· Saying? Is this person in front of me doing the will of the Father in heaven? IOW: a follower of Jesus Christ?
· If so, they are your family. More so than your biological family. 
· For Jesus, family does come first, but it’s the family of faith, /biology.
· Some with families thinking: What abt my family? I love my family!
· Sure, J: challenging us – love his ppl like that.
· Can’t. Jesus says you can – and must.
· Luke 14:26 If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple.
· /Literally hate – obv – contradict everything else he said abt marriage & family life – hyperbole. 
· If you understand the gospel: Whatever love you have for your own children – own spouse – should be nothing compared to how we love him. 
· /Love them less – love him more!
· And if we love him – we’ll love his family.
· Huge challenge for spouses - families.
· Lots going on – busy – stretched.
· Use strength of your family unit to welcome others in, knowing that if you take a risk – all goes wrong – got your family to go back to. Posn of strength.
· Some: this is already true – this is your family.
· /Perfect – family /is. You know there are ppl here who love you and would do anything for you.
· Some w/o biological family here:
· Sounds too good to be true. Wouldn’t it be utterly amazing. 
· That you could dare to hope to find family here – that closeness – that supportive – loved you no matter what.
· Hesitate to set this vision before you: 
· The church /like a family – is a family.
· Hesitate b/c /disappointed. 
· But it’s J vision of family. Where married and single ppl – are one big family together.

Way forward: Talk like family
· What should we call OA? Identity? 
· In X:
· /Teacher – scientist – student – carer - /defined by job.
· /Husband – wife - /defined by marital status.
· First of all: child of God
· If we are all children of God: bro-sis to OA.
· Bro-sis – used over 200x in NT
· Our brother Apollos[endnoteRef:2] [2:  1Corinthians 16:12] 

· Our sister Phoebe[endnoteRef:3] [3:  Romans 16:1] 

· Language of affection – purity – friendship – family - support – love. 
· Call OA that!
· Secret: blokes: call any other bloke “brother” - /do it. Unless part of family of God. So special.
· /Sexual – so impt in our hyper-sexualised culture. 
· 1Tim 5:1 Instruction to a young man about how to treat young women: as sisters, with absolute purity.
· Know how rare that is in the world? For younger women to feel safe – know: /just looking for sex.
· When I was a kid – Auntie Carol – Uncle Brian. 
· In UK – stopped – I’d love us to revive that. 
· See logic: if we are bro-sis, to our children: Uncles & Aunties: 
· Honours older ppl – language of family – reinforces bro-sis. 
· Mothers & Fathers too
· Romans 16:13 Greet Rufus’ … mother, who has been a mother to me, too.
· I wonder how she was a mother to Paul?
· Cared for him when around? Asked after him? Prayed for him? Fussed over him? Hugged him?
· Some wonderful mothers here. 
· I know some wonderful mothers who /had children. /Stop them being mothers to ppl. Glorious.
· 1Corinthians 4:17 Timothy, my son whom I love…  Philemon 1:10 my son Onesimus
· Churches need fathers: Look like?
· Might be being a father-figure to s/o /dad around.
· Spiritual father: discipling s/o younger – meet 1/mo – pr – advise – read

Act like family
· Examples:
· When s/o takes the child of a single parent out for a milkshake – do school run – showing them church is a family. 
· When s/o in a couple says, come and sit with us - showing them church is a family.
· Maybe even sit apart – b/c single ppl often /want to sit next to couples. Intruding. 
· Couples: make it clear somehow: /impenetrable castle.
· When a younger person goes to visit an older person who doesn’t have biological family nearby - showing them church is a family. 
· When a family goes out for the day and invites an extra person or two to share in the experience - showing them church is a family. 
· When a family invite over a single person to eat - /special – just normal family tea-time – play with kids – do some washing up – showing them church is a family. 
· When a single person goes over to help out a new mum – hold the baby for a bit – or put some washing on – or do a bit of hoovering – shows them that church is a family. 
· And when we’re liberal with giving OA hugs – /just own biological family – but showing we care abt out our church family too.
· Practically: how? Take risks.
· Risk: Offer to help – might say no thanks - /hold baby!
· Risk: Ask for help – might say no.
· On balance – families – married couples – more secure in their relationships – need to mostly make the first move. 
· Up for that? 

Finally, speak directly to single ppl:
· Want you to feel esteemed this morning. 
· Make the most of time & freedom to serve the Lord – do good all around you.
· Desire marriage: fine - marriage is good. 
· But be careful /turn a good thing into an ultimate thing in your mind. 
· Comes w great joy – also a lot of troubles.
· No marriage in heaven[endnoteRef:4] – all be single one day - every human marriage is a picture of a greater, deeper truth that one day: marriage coming where Jesus will be our all in all for eternity.  [4:  Matthew 22:30] 

· So every day that you are satisfied in X: sufficiency of the gospel: Jesus is enough. He will be enough for me in all eternity – and he is enough for me now. 
· B upholds singleness as a good and holy and honourable thing. /Despise it.







Questions for parents to ask children:
· Younger: who do we know who lives on their own? What can we do to get to know them better? Let’s try to call them uncle-auntie from now on…
· Older: Read Matthew 12:48 – Jesus taught that when you follow him you become part of a big family. 
· When you are at church, what signs of family do you see? (help, love, smiles, spending time, eating together, looking after each other’s children, praying, hugs)
· If we are following Jesus, we are children of God. What does that make our relationship to other Christians? (Brothers – sisters – aunties - uncles)


Questions for community groups
1. Read 1 Corinthians 7 – the whole chapter.








