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Wondering why discussing this?
· Why not talk about cross – grace – forgiveness? Sexuality: huge distraction!
· I wanted us to do this series: 
· B/c if the ch /speak out abt sexuality – we will inevitably just end up believing same as culture around us. Had several quite disturbing conversations – Xns – views: long way from Bible – almost perfectly aligned w world.
· This topic in particular:
· YP live in a different world. All know someone transgender - - probably several. Parents: uncomfortable? Reality: this is their everyday lived experience.
· /Academic – topic – issue. About friends - family. Maybe you.
· Really clear who we mean: 
· biological woman – feels like a man inside. Or opp.
· Ordinary ppl - Most: /fight a culture war - /agenda to push – trying to cope – feelings – really distressing. Kindness – understanding.
· Pr:
· Do you know a transgender person? If you met s/o, how do you think you’d respond?
· Lord, help us: kind – gentle - compassionate

· Last week: where do we get our ideas about sex?
· Challenged us: think through what God says – as our loving creator – wants us to flourish.
· Let’s consider what B says abt gender:

Embracing Male & Female
· Jesus speaking: Matthew 19:4 at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female – 2 sexes - just 2 genders. a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.
· The Bible affirms that human beings – lovingly created as gendered ppl. He made them male and female. 
· Sounds very freeing to say “You can be whatever you want”
· But actually: just leaves ppl set adrift like a little rowing boat on vast ocean. Floating one way or another – no bearings – no mooring. 
· No wonder YP so anxious today: When I was 14-15 – biggest choice: history or geography. Today: YP trying to figure out gender & sexuality – am I M-F – what those words mean anyway.
· Jesus says: God made them male and female. Simple: 2 categories. Anchor for your boat. 
· Actually wonderful news: made by a loving creator – wants you to flourish by living out what he’s made you to be. 
· /Discover identity -> given to you in every cell of your body. XX – XY. 

What about people who feel different inside to their biology?
· V common: Many children exp some kind of gender dysphoria - confusion, esp before puberty
· Compassion:
· Isolation – embarrassment – misunderstood – bullied – rejected.
· Hard to imagine how that feels to a child – or adult – v distressing.
· No-one goes into radical sex-change surgery lightly. Years of suffering – struggle.
· Statistics show: if nature is allowed to run its course: vast majority will eventually come to accept their biological sex[endnoteRef:1]. [1:  https://www.civitas.org.uk/content/files/2399-B-Transgender-Children-WEB.pdf ] 

· Obvious danger of puberty blocking drugs – surgery – permanent changes – often long-term pain & complications[endnoteRef:2]. [2:  “Transgender surgery in numbers” https://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-13263725/trans-kids-change-sex-adults-study.html ] 

· Statistical outcomes: those who “transition” – drugs - surgery
· Only slightly better than those who don’t.
· IOW: confused – distressed ppl -> confused – distressed ppl. 
· Not hard to find stories of ppl who bitterly regret their decision to “transition”.
· Turns out: “You can be whatever you want” – terrible lie.
· Every single cell in your body – XX or XY – however strongly you feel – surgery - /change that. 
· Always be living a lie. Explains poor outcomes.

What is a woman? (and a man?)
· Obvious biological differences:
· Women can birth and nurture children
· Men: average – stronger – better at manual labour
· Marriage & church: men called to lead through sacrificial service.
· Outside of that, we should oppose unnecessary gender stereotyping. 
· Wonder what you think: what defines a man or a woman?
· Challenge us: think Biblically about this.
· Almost every single command given to men – given to women & vice-versa. 
· Galatians 5:22-23 FoS – men & women.
· Rom 12:9-21 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in love. Honour one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn [lit: weep]. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.
· Almost every command to us: equally both. 
· Men in the Bible are not defined by their behaviour
· Jesus: Pretty sure as an ex-carpenter, he could swing a hammer like the best of them – but also cooked for his disciples, wept with his friends, took babies in his arms (reading today). 
· We don’t need to pretend that being a man is all about loving cars, watching sports and lifting weights[endnoteRef:3].  [3:  McLaughlan, Rebecca. Secular Creed. p107.] 

· King David: military leader who chopped Goliath’s head off. Also a poet – songwriter – wrote abt nature – beauty – depression – God – best friend Jonathan.
· Was he being more manly while wielding a sword against Goliath’s head? Or while crying & playing the harp? 
· Timothy: 1Timothy 6:11 you, man of God, flee from all this [pursuit of money], and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.
· Manly? Yes!
· Some men: gentleness comes more naturally to you. /Make you a woman inside! 
· To be clear: if you like monster trucks and digging holes – that’s absolutely fine too! Broad categories!
· Women in the Bible are not defined by their behaviour
· We often think of heroism and bravery as male characteristics – but B /do that! Plenty of heroic women: Judges 4
· Deborah
· Judges 4:4 Now Deborah, a prophet…was leading Israel at that time. 
· v5 …the Israelites went up to her to have their disputes decided. 
· v6 She sent for Barak [general in her army]… said to him, ‘The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you: “Go”
· explains that God is commanding them to attack their enemy. And he will give them success.
· v8 Barak [interesting response] … ‘If you go with me, I will go; but if you don’t go with me, I won’t go.’
· What kind of woman do you think Deb was? General of army /go into battle unless she’s fighting alongside!
· Reckon she’s a heels and nail extensions kinda girl?
· Kinda girl you want to be hiding behind in a dark alley. Fierce!
· She replies v9 – sure I’ll come – but it will be a bit embarrassing for you coz all credit go to a woman.
· Does Deb fit your stereotype of woman of God?
· Maybe she should have been at home – getting the dinner ready – praying for her brave husband? 
· /Think that as a Xn woman you have to be that.
· Maybe that’s how you’re wired – that’s fine & wonderful. But if not – fine too! Deb was a woman of God! She wasn’t a man of God trapped in a woman’s body!
· Jael
· End v16 – enemy Sisera – army destroyed – but he’s got away. Really tired – needs to rest. Woman Jael – meets him – come and rest in my tent
· v19 gives him a glass of warm milk - that worked in ancient times too
· tucks him up in bed – falls asleep.
· Jael – isn’t she lovely?!
· Real sweetie – bet she loves babies and kittens too!
· Grabs a tent peg and a hammer – goes back in the tent – smashes the tent peg through the side of his head into the ground.
· Sum up her character? 
· Some of you women here - /held a hammer. Been camping many times and it’s the man’s job to do the tent pegs. Fine.
· /think Jael was like that. She’s a woman of God. /Man in a woman’s body.
· Consistent msg of B: God cares far more abt your holiness – than he cares about your “womanliness” – or “manliness”. 
· Our gender ideas abt what is manly and womanly need to be a lot wider.
· Trans movement is asking little children to question what they are if they /fit a particular stereotype. 
· A girl likes climbing trees -> maybe boy inside. 
· No: Girl who likes climbing trees.
· Boy loves dolls – kind and gentle - nurturing – loves art – nature -> maybe girl inside.
· No: boy who is kind and gentle and loves art.
· I know a little girl: Hates pink - loves blue - hates dresses b/c /practical when climbing trees – crawling thru bushes – taking stuff to bits w screwdriver.
· Likes stereotyped “boy” stuff - /like stereotyped “girl” stuff.
· Fear: one day s/o “do you think you might be a boy inside?”
· Lead that child down a scary – difficult path. Totally unnecessarily.
· Might be well-meaning – but massive consequences for a little child, who might also be v vulnerable and confused.
· Parents: one day: kids will come home – told 72[endnoteRef:4] genders – confused. [4:  Dip into the madness here: https://www.medicinenet.com/what_are_the_72_other_genders/article.htm It strikes me that the vast majority are extremely nuanced versions of one another.] 

· Teach kids: male & female. Broad categories.
· Some girls: nails & makeup. Some: rock-climbing, making fires.
· Some boys: sport & guns. Some: music & babies. 
· Do that: for vast majority: no need for dozens of different genders – all confusion that brings. Biological – broad overlapping personalities – likes-dislikes.
· What matters much more: soul. Character. FoS. Applies to all ppl.

What to do
· Everyone craves acceptance. 
· Trans – gay – ppl just want friends. Like anyone else. 
· When they come into church – like everyone else: can I trust these ppl – will they love me?
· That’s the challenge for us: accept – love - this is s/o made in image of God – has dignity – deserves respect – honour – compassion.
· Gender dysphoria isn’t the first thing to address - /even on 1st page?!

Eg to close[endnoteRef:5] [5:  In OT – strict rules for priests – those who got nearest to the altar – closest to God – rules (Also Deuteronomy 23:1 – and look at the prophecy of acceptance in Isaiah 56:1-5)
Leviticus 21:18-20 No man who has any defect may come near: no man who is blind or lame, disfigured or deformed … or [has] damaged testicles.
Spells it right out: something wrong w you: stay away. 
Priests had to be physically fit & healthy – pointing to the great high priest – Jesus – who would not just offer a sacrifice – but be the sacrifice himself. The lamb without blemish or defect.
In OT: for those w broken sexuality – msg: stay away.






































Discussion questions for parents & children
What makes boys and girls different?
Biology of course – but they will probably respond with personality traits and behaviour. Gently challenge that: Jesus was really fierce sometimes, and really gentle at other times. (eg John 2:15-16, John 11:33-36)
Read Judges 4:4-9, 16-22 together. What do you think Deborah and Jael were like?
They seem quite scary to me! But these were godly women, being brave and fighting for what is right and good.
Explain that what God wants from all of us is godliness. Sometimes that means being strong and brave, sometimes that means being gentle and kind.


Discussion questions
Think about some of the interactions you’ve had about transgenderism—either people you know, or portrayals you’ve seen in the media/TV/social media. What has been your instinctive reaction? 
Do you know anyone personally who might put themselves under the transgender umbrella in some way or another? What do you think are their fears, hopes, confusions?
Do you think we have contributed to overly rigid gender stereotypes? Think of examples. (Mark spoke last week about the uber-testosterone-fuelled men’s group that caused one man to question his sexuality! Women’s weep-fest conferences? Only asking women to serve refreshments; men to be on the door; men to serve communion; women to do cleaning… etc)
What Biblical characters can you think of who don’t fit into our normal rigid stereotypes? (Judges 4! Luke 8:1-3; 1Samuel 20:41; 1Timothy 6:11 will be enough to get started…)
How can we be more affirming of people and children who do not conform to traditional gender stereotypes?
Read Isaiah 56:1-8. Which two groups of excluded people does God say will be “gathered”? Foreigners & eunuchs.
Read Leviticus 21:18-20 and Also Deuteronomy 23:1 – how does Isaiah give hope to such people?
What promises does God make to those two groups?
In that context, why is the Ethiopian eunuch’s story in Acts 8 so significant?
Imagine an obviously transgender person walked into our church. How do you think your church family would respond? How should you respond?
Pray: Ask God to help you understand the issue and the people better. Pray that our church would be open ad welcoming to all kinds of people. Pray for any transgender people you may know, and for their families and friends who are seeking to give Christian care and counsel to them. Pray especially for parents who will field questions from their children about these things.] 

· Love: Acts 8 – very first foreigner to accept msg of gospel – baptised – who? Ethiopian eunuch.
· Usually focus on fact that he was foreign – important: true.
· But today focus: eunuch.
· Higher voice - /facial hair – lower sex drive. 
· /Sure how?
· Jesus: Matthew 19:12 there are eunuchs who were born that way
· Today: intersex
· and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others
· Castrated when a child - /uncommon then - Today: appallingly abusive – locked up forever if you did that to your little boy.
· This man – visibly different – treated exactly same as anyone else: 
· Gone to Jerusalem to worship – recognised that need - in all of us.
· Philip – explains good news about Jesus is to him. Sexuality /come into it at all.
· Just a man who needs the Lord like the rest of us.
· Believes – baptised - very first foreign convert to Christianity.
· Someone here: feel broken in your sexuality: in whatever way - /good enough – so confused. 
· If wondered whether God might accept you - he says YES.











