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What difference has Jesus made in history[endnoteRef:1]? [1:  Closely based on “What difference has Jesus made in the world?”, from Vintage Jesus – Mark Driscoll] 


Xmas – celebrate w billions – planet: 
· birth of someone – changed world - /else in all of history.
Simple story:
· Born to a teenage virgin woman – humble w class family.
· First 30 yrs as a builder – obscurity
· 3 short years:
· miracles – sick – fed poor – taught with authority: knew God. 
· Opposed proud: blasted them with law – faults & failings. 
· Grace for humble – poor – sinners. 
· Showed time after time that God’s grace transforms all who have tasted it.
· Executed on a cross by Romans - like many others – but, unlike anyone else – rose from dead – conquered greatest enemy – death itself. 
· Today: hero of his followers – believe he can conquer sin & death in us b/c of his life – death – resn.
· 3 short years:
· /travelled very far - /wrote - /political office - /many committed followers. 
· But this homeless, poor man J – has totally rocked our world! 
· His is the most profound - epoch defining – worldview altering – personally affecting – life ever lived.
· He is without question – most important person ever to have walked this planet.
· Such is his influence – we divide human history at his birth – BC-AD.
· More books written – songs sung – art commissioned – about him – to honour him - than anyone else ever lived or will ever live. No-one  - anything - vaguely approaching - influence on our world – one man, JC. Everyone agrees:
· Theologian historian – Stephen Neil: He who says Jesus also says History.
· HG Wells Historian and author – not Xn: I am a historian, I am not a believer, but I must confess this penniless preacher from Nazareth is irrevocably the centre of history. JC is easily the most dominant figure in all of history.
· Historian Kenneth Scott Latourette: As the centuries pass by, the evidence is accumulating that measured by its effect on history, Jesus is the most influential life ever lived on this planet. No other life lived on this planet has so widely and deeply affected mankind.
· Napoleon Bonaparte – French military leader: I know men and I tell you, Jesus Christ is no mere man. Between him and every other person in the world there is no possible term of comparison. Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and I have founded empires. But on what did we rest the creations of our genius? Upon force. Jesus Christ founded his empire upon love; and at this hour, millions would die for him.
· Charles Haddon Spurgeon - Great C19 Baptist Preacher: Christ is the great central fact of the world’s history. To him everything looks forward or backward.  All lines of history converge upon him.

Survey – primary sch[endnoteRef:2]: [2:  http://metro.co.uk/2014/12/11/children-confused-about-the-nativity-story-think-jesus-plays-for-chelsea-4982928/ ] 

· 1 in 5: JC plays for Chelsea FC.
· 1 in 3: Jesus – born in South Pole
· In that world – so easy to despair – so easy to hunker down – my little faith world – forget big world out there – find ourselves nervous – cowering – under siege. 
· Today: Enc you to be brave – be strong – unapologetic for faith! Show - a few ways Jesus has changed history - improved the lives of everyone.
· Text: John 1:16 Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given.[endnoteRef:3] [3:  This phrase is hard to translate adequately, because the way you translate it depends strongly on how you interpret it. The 1984 NIV translated it as “From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another” which, although memorable, is a rather loose translation. Scholars disagree on whether the “grace already given” is previous blessings, all piled up (from Christ’s fullness) – or grace found in the OT. For more on why the 2011 is a better translation, look here: http://www.vbts.edu/blog/grace-instead-of-grace/ ] 

· Message of B:
· All about grace. We are recipients of God’s undeserved favour.
· In OT (Eden – flood – Egypt) – but profoundly more in NT
· Or – grace piled up on top of more grace – experience his grace – exp more before the last example has gone.
· Point: Abundance – where from?
· J – out of his fullness
· look at v14 esp end…The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
· Jesus is our source of truth – source of grace – undeserved merit from God
· Special grace – forgiven my sin.
· Common grace: 
· All received it on some level – all benefitted from the life – death – resn of J. Whether follow him or not – all received benefit from J – world is a better place thru J.
Show you:
Children
· Days of J: infanticide & abandonment - tragically common – esp girls. Average life expectancy of child - only 8. 
· Jesus welcomed children, spent time with children, prayed over children, children sang to him, children welcomed him as he came into Jerusalem. Single man: loved children.
· Jesus was born in poverty to an unmarried teenage mother, giving hope and dignity to other children born in similarly tragic circumstances. 
· And then there was Joseph – his adoptive father. Joseph took Jesus into his home and treated Jesus as if he were his own. 
· Profound effect on the early church – radically changed the Xn view of children. 
· Early days of the church, Xns began adopting rejected abandoned children because they saw that God is a father who adopts us into his family. 
· Adoption is one of the key metaphors for salvation and redemption and life with God – so Christians literally began adopting, caring – one of the main factors that led to X spreading all over the Roman empire.
· Wherever Xn has spread, same care, love has gone too – adopting children – the cliché about the unwanted baby being abandoned on the church’s doorstep – it actually happened, and still happens all over the world today.
· Why do we regard children as important, valuable members of our society – unlike in Roman culture? Because of Jesus.

Women
· In the days of Jesus, women were basically the property of the husbands. Could be mistreated, abused with no real legal recourse.  
· But Jesus has woman as some of his closest friends and followers. 
· Jesus taught women - massive social faux-pas. 
· Women were not educated – only boys. Scandalous - religious teacher - educate women. 
· It was women who first went to the tomb, women who have some of the most memorable encounters with Jesus, women who regularly demonstrate faith and love and loyalty.
· Included women as his co-workers and followers – in fact - central role in the life of Jesus - spread of Christianity in the early church. 
· By including women - Jesus elevated the dignity and status of women. As Xn has spread – dignity value worth of women has increased. 

Education 
· Was: education - for the élite. 
· Jesus taught ordinary people, not just the ruling class. 
· Christians: stories of Jesus - so important - vital that people - ordinary people - should learn to read and write so they could understand what the Bible said about Jesus. 
· So to this day, translation continues to allow every person on the face of the planet can hear, learn understand the message of Jesus for themselves.
· There are many languages that never had a written form until Christians created one – so that the people could learn to read the Bible and find out for themselves how wonderful Jesus is. 
· Sunday schools were started by Christians to teach ordinary working-class children to read and write, so that they could read and understand about Jesus. 
· Before long those schools started to teach a broader curriculum and primary education was born. Ordinary schools in this country were started by Christians – you have Jesus to thank!
· Further than SS & primary education - almost every university with any sort of history was originally founded by Christians to train and pastors and teachers. Oxford, Cambridge, York, Durham – all universities linked with cathedrals. Not a coincidence. 
· Harvard - best university in the USA was founded because of the donation from a wealthy pastor. 
· Yale, Princeton, NYU – founded so that people may learn how to love Jesus with all of their mind. 
· We have all benefitted – even those who are not Xns – benefitted from the legacy of Jesus because we all see the benefits of education on our society – that’s why we are one of the wealthiest nations in the world – education.  And it’s a legacy of Jesus. 

Legal and governmental systems
· Rule of law – in other countries might is right – those who hold guns and have the most power run the country. Not so in UK. Why? We believe in the rule of law – why? 
· Scripture has rules of law – Jesus taught and upheld the 10 commandments. Jesus taught equality of all people under the law – that the law has authority over all of us. 
· And that justice exists – there is right and wrong in our world. The decisions we make can land us in very hot water if we disobey the law – justice matters. 
· And that we are all alike under law – that we all have equal value and worth in society – because that’s what Jesus taught. 
· We all have equal dignity, value and worth because that’s how God created us – to be meaningful, purposeful individuals, whose lives matter and are important. So whether you are rich or poor, young or old, genius or simple, able-bodied or desperately sick - you have the same rights and access to justice. That is a legacy of Jesus. 

Charities
· Almost all of the big, well-known charities in the UK were founded by Christians. Eg RSPCA – founded by William Wilberforce (anti-slavery), a Catholic MP and a CofE vicar. Protect farm animals, particularly cattle from mis-treatment. 
· Help the Aged – founded by Cecil Jackson Cole, devout evangelical Christian in 1961. He also helped found Oxfam in 1942. 
· Great Ormond Street Hospital – Baptist pastor & doctor[endnoteRef:4]. [4:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_West_(physician) ] 

· Try doing a bit of digging online – almost every charity – that we and our families and friends and people all over the world benefit from – are, in the end a legacy of the life of Jesus. 
· Because Jesus demonstrated that we should care for people who are disadvantaged. 
· J: it is better to give than to receive – that’s what the early church did! Charities are a legacy of Jesus’ life.

Hospitals
· In Jesus’ time, doctors, nursing care - generally not available for the poor – almost exclusively the domain of the rich. 
· Jesus was called the great physician – tended and healed those who were elderly sick, poor, widows, orphans. 
· Christians followed his example in caring for those who couldn’t afford to go to the very few doctors who were available:
· Council of Nicaea 325AD, decree - church planted - a hospital should also be started to work alongside the church. Ppl: receive physical as well as spiritual healing. 
· Should be open to the poor, working class, elderly. 
· Wherever Xn has spread, healthcare has also spread. In some places: even poured vast sums of money to make it free and equal for everyone.
· Legacy of J: how we treat sick & dying.

Creative Arts
· Architecture – cathedrals. 
· Renaissance artists: Michelangelo, Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael, inspired by person work Jesus . 
· Writers: Dante, Bunyan, Tolstoy, TS Elliot, Milton, Dickens, CS Lewis, Tolkien. 
· Movies: Ben Hurr – Passion of the Christ – Jesus film – most watched film of all time. More movies made about him than any other person in history. 
· Jesus has so captured the imagination of the most creative people that they create works of art and literature and music – Bach, Handel, Vivaldi – and that’s just the ones from hundreds of years ago.
· 100s songs w J in title. Over 60,000 about him.
· ^1K books available next day delivery - that have “Jesus” in the title![endnoteRef:5].  [5:  I checked this number out carefully. An initial search of “Jesus” under books in Amazon returns about 70,000 – but most of those don’t seem to exist. I think it’s Amazon trying to show they have everything.] 


Why am I sharing this? 
· Christianity in UK – taken a battering – last 30 yrs.
· While back – very fashionable to listen to radical atheists - Richard Dawkins - Christopher Hitchens - Sam Harris
· Say religion is a bad thing. It causes wars and oppresses people and causes them to do stupid things. 
· What they all failed to recognise is the incalculable benefit that Jesus has had in our society. 
· They were complete fools to think that creating a moral vacuum would generate a better society than the one Jesus’ legacy has already created. The fool says in his heart, there is no God.
· Happy to say that the atheists lost the culture war. 
· If we are just biological machines hurtling round a meaningless universe on an unsignificant rock –> terrible worldview. 
· In process of rejecting that. No shame in saying I believe there’s more to life than what you can see with your eyes.
· Predict: keep preaching gospel – talking abt J: growth here: accelerate – ppl searching for meaning. /Afraid to speak up.
· Christianity: /British faith - /Western faith. Global faith. 
· Average global Xn today: black teenage girl from Nigeria.
· Many here: societies profoundly influenced for good by Jesus.
· Where ppl’s lives are considered important – where women & children & minorities are respected – weak protected – everyone equal under law. Legacy of Jesus.

What difference has he made not in human history, but what difference has he made in your life – in your history?
· If you’re not a Christian – why not come to him today? 
· Great time of year to become a Xn! 
· As we remember the birth of Jesus – great time for you to be born again – start a new life. 
· Do so in prayer – ask him to forgive you of sin – be your God – he will hear your prayer – be your God. 
· He will change you – change life and become part of your legacy and history.
· Said @ start – J – full of grace. Enough for you too.
· Maybe /ready for that yet. Some great books.

Quiet:
· If you’re a Christian today: what would your life have been like if you had never met with Jesus? What difference has he made in your life?
· Not? Great time to speak to him.


Pray:
· God
· Came into human history changed everything – made it better.
· Repent of our sin. Acknowledge came to die for our sin. Raised to give us life. Help us to celebrate your life in a way which is worthy of you – in our songs and prayers and most of all, in our lives. 
· Lord, we celebrate your life today, and forever. Amen.

Park 29/12/24; Park 31st Dec 17; Whitton 27th Dec 09 AM; Sudbury 14th Mar 10 AM
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