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#17 One New Humanity (2v11-17)

· Can there ever be peace in our world?
· See all around us: 
· Families – your family? This family?
· Nations – USA - your nation?
· World - conflicts
· Say together: 2:14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.
· Massive claim! Jesus destroys the barriers btw ppl. 
· See today: Jesus: ultimate peace-maker.
· Three Sundays left in Ephesians -> Christmas. Where going?
· Talking abt salvation. What you were before X – natural human state:
· spiritually dead
· enslaved by the world – flesh – devil
· deserving God’s wrath b/c of our sin.
· In X: alive – new life – freedom – hope – purpose.
· What notice? All abt you. Your rel to God. Vertical.
· Next 3 sermons: rel w other ppl.
· One follows on from other: Therefore (v11)
· B/c that is true – this is also true: 
· God has saved you -> has implications for life. 
· Vert – Horiz.
· mid v15 His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity. 
· Jesus’ life – death – resn: /just to save you - /individualistic. 
· Purpose: far bigger: create a whole new human race! 
· New? Characterised by peace: w God and w EO.

Let me take you to C1 Israel – Jerusalem. 
· International cosmopolitan city – traders from all over Europe – Africa – India. Focus of city: Temple. Magnificent. Huge. 
· Two types of ppl in Jerusalem: Jews & Gentiles. 
· Let’s say: /Jewish – gentile. 
· Fed up with your pagan gods: multiplicity of gods: blood – gore – sex – greed.
· Come to admire the God of the Bible: 
· Maybe read scriptures: One God – creator of all things – god of Gods and the Lord of kings[endnoteRef:1]. Supreme. [1:  Daniel 2:47] 

· /Only Supreme – but also good! High moral standards. 
· Decide: worship him. 
· So go to T – in all sincerity - to pr. Wander through courtyards.
· Find: wall. Find: gentile: /pass. You can go no closer. 
· Your ethnicity stops you from entering. /Jewish.
· Signs posted at each entrance to T – Istanbul Archaeological Museum - Latin & Greek: “No stranger is to enter within the balustrade round the temple and enclosure. Whoever is caught will be himself responsible for his ensuing death.”
· As a foreigner – stranger – gentile: excluded - /welcome. 
· 2:11 …Ephesians written to Gentile believers in Jesus: remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 
· If you want to worship God – King of kings and Lord of lords – difficult process to go through.
· To become Jewish: first step - men: circumcision. 
· Pretty high barrier to entry. 
· Just start: All kinds of studying – rituals – processes[endnoteRef:2]. Multiple barriers. [2:  https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-conversion-process/ ] 

· Now imagine: Jewish: right ethnicity.
· citizens of the chosen nation
· All these promises of OT belong to you. Stand on them.
· Looking forward to Messiah coming.
· Much nearer – but still so far off: 
· Women could only go so far. 
· Men a bit further.
· After that: priest. 
· Centre: only the high priest … and that only once a year[endnoteRef:3]. [3:  Hebrews 9:7] 

· Msg: v clear: stay out. Holiness of God: too much for you. Unclean. Polluted. 
· Stay at a distance.
· That wall was hugely symbolic:
· Symbolised separation from God
· Symbolised massive division between two sides
· Jesus’ death destroyed all the barriers to coming to God 
· When Jesus died – curtain of temple was torn in two: 
· Top to bottom – so that all ppl everywhere have access to God. 
· In that moment: all the T rituals – sacrifices – priesthood – courtyards – all obsolete. 
· The way to God was clear: And now God, in X says, come to me – way is clear.
· v13 now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
· His blood spilled at the cross – means we can come before God with sins forgiven. Pure – holy – cleansed.
· And it’s for all people – every nation – every ethnicity. 
· /Longer have to become Jewish to access the God of heaven.

Jesus’ death destroyed the barriers between us
· When you have peace with God – vertically – affects everything horizontally too: or it should! 
· Listen to the logic: v14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. 
· Destroyed the barriers for all of us to come to God. In doing so, also destroyed the hostility between ppl.
· I come to you Jesus: please will you be my peace with God. 
· Great leveller. Jew & Gentile come to God in the same way, by grace, through faith in Jesus.
· All same, whether we were far off or near. All undeserving. All incapable of saving ourselves.
· All equal. /Boasting - /showing-off.
· In X, hostility between ppl is put to death.
· How can you hate s/o you have so much in common with?
· You’re a sinner saved by God’s unfathomable grace? Me too! 
· Love Lord Jesus b/c saved you? Me too!
· The cross of Jesus unites us on a deeper level than everything that divides us.
· So Jesus brings together Jew & Gentile & every ethnic background – whatever social background – male & female – language – sexuality - skin colour – job – saved by grace & grace alone.
· What he’s done: Created the global church: one new humanity

Peace is not by copying Jesus – it’s in Jesus
· This peace btw ppl: only works if J is at the centre. 
· Sometimes our world wants to hold up Jesus as being a peacemaker – horizontal level – if only we would copy Jesus: forgive OA.
· But no, I don’t want to follow him as Lord. 
· But the peace btw ppl is in Christ Jesus.
· v14 For he himself is our peace
· This new humanity is v15 in himself – in X. 
· All starts w vertical. Rel w God, in X. 
· /Have horizontal peace while rejecting peace w God.

Our peace with one another was costly to obtain
· See what it cost God to bring people together?
· v13 Brought near by the blood of Christ. 
· Both sides: v16 reconcile[d] to God through the cross. 
· Price of our peace is the cost of the cross.
· When we have peace between us: achieved at a high price. 
· /Just happen. /Accident of history. History tells us that cultures & nations hate OA! 
· Costly joy. 

So we mustn’t squander it. Precious gift.
· Work on peace btw us.
· Protect our peace.
· Jesus: Blessed are the peacemakers. 
· Repent of the times when we’ve caused disunity by our foolish words or actions.
· We all have capacity in us to destroy peace w EO.
· Keep short accounts w OA.
· In marriages – say sorry quickly – forgive quickly. 
· 1Cor 13:5 Keep no record of wrongs.
· In friendships: 
· Love protects – trusts – hopes – perseveres. /Give up easily on people. /Write ppl off. 
· When s/o says or does s/t that could be interpreted in different ways: love trusts – hopes – for the most positive interpretation. 
· /gossip Proverbs 16:28 a gossip separates close friends
· Have hard conversations rather than letting offences linger – grow.

Maybe think this is all a bit idealistic. 
· Get real: trouble in this world – all kinds of disunity – all kinds of arguments – fallings out – in spite of 2000yrs of Xn: /much peace.
· What Jesus started - he will finish!
· Building a new humanity. 
· On a good day we get a taster of it here. 
· Flawed – imperfect – on a bad day: miserable b/c of sin.
· But his purpose in the cross is to create a new humanity. /Fail. Happening. Slowly. Moving towards an end point.
· In X: ppl of every tribe tongue nation brought together. Final vision of unity. End of story.
· Rev 21:9 Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb. 
· But bride /person -> city: vast, beautiful city - long desc: scale – majesty of city v23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 
· Bride – city full of ppl – illuminated by glory of God & light bursts from Jesus. 
· The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendour into it … The glory and honour of the nations will be brought into it. 
· All the splendour of this world – from every nation – will feature in this one city. Everything glorious – everything honourable – everything good from every culture under heaven – part of that city. 
· Together this is the bride of Jesus. 
· /Multiple cities – all competing – all fighting – one culture here and another here. 
· No, all together: one city. One bride. One bridegroom. For eternity.
· That’s the vision: His purpose was to create one new humanity… Good memory? 1:10 God’s purpose in Christ: to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.
· Fix brokenness – division – bring peace.
· This gospel is massive!
· This is what God is doing in our world today – this is what Jesus started 2000yrs ago – tore down the wall of hostility. 
· He welcomes all people – every culture and language – no matter what you look like – talk like -> come and worship at the cross of Jesus Christ. 
· Receive forgiveness of sin and peace with God at the cross. 
· And as we receive peace with God – we become part of a new worshipping community – where we esteem one another better than ourselves – where love is the language we speak. 
· Play song:
· /many good things came out of the pandemic. One of the best!
· May this be our prayer of unity. Words: Numbers 6.
· The Blessing – world edition.

Different: Join hands in prayer: - blessing slide.
· Father, thank you that in Jesus, you are for us. 
· Thx: grand plan to create a new humanity – diverse unity to all things in heaven and earth under Christ. 
· Help us play our part in that unity. Work with you /against you.
· The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;
the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. AMEN

