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#15 What we have in Christ - grace (2v8-9)

Say together: Ephesians 2:8-9 it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.

Illustration: Matthew 20 – open. Story in 2 scenes.
Scene 1: at the marketplace (v1-7)
· Some: zero hours contract?
· This story – context: how it works in thousands of towns & cities all over world:
· Market square – early – group of unemployed men gather – waiting – hoping: pickup truck: choose – work for day. 
· Every now & again – van pulls up – s/o chooses a few – back of pickup – day’s work. 
· Tough life: No work. No money. No food for wife & kids.
· J story in 2 scenes:  v1 – landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard.
· 6am – early morning – marketplace - chooses those he needs for that day - sends them off to work. 
· Going rate: 1 denarius.
· Genuine – time of J – reproduction coin from Ebay.
· Feed family & pay rent.
· 9am – still a big group there who haven’t found work yet – chooses a few more.
· Pay you whatever is right.
· 12noon - more 
· 3pm - more.
· 5pm – 1 hour before sunset. 
· Goes back to the marketplace – some still there: imagine: expecting - go home - anxious wives and hungry children. 
· v6 Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing? - no one has hired us – you also go and work in my vineyard. 
· No mention of payment – maybe: show willing today – work tomorrow? 
· Pause. S/t strange abt story: Why does the landowner keep on going back?
· Must know: how many needed – why not get all at start? Back & forth? 
· In fact, why is the landowner involved at all?
· Landowner: wealthy – powerful. 
· He has a foreman (v8) to do the donkey jobs for him. 
· Why /sitting at home - wine - good scroll - watching hours go by - Rolex sundial?
· Because – no ordinary landowner! 
· He’s compassionate and generous! 
· Knows how much work - how many workers he needs – and he gets them all at 6am! 
· But later in the day - still ppl left - desperate – hungry – hungry families – and he gives them a break too. He doesn’t need them – but he chooses to employ them anyway.
· Those chosen first: /better – stronger – harder-working. All standing there since dawn desperate for work. /Good situation. 
· Personally involved!
· Sure he’s wealthy – but he cares deeply – poor desperate ppl. 
· If you care enough – get hands dirty to help.

· About? Remember: parable. v1 The kingdom of heaven is like this...
· Insight into heart of God: compassionate & generous
· Kingdom of heaven is about God coming to seek out and save those who need help! Abt a God who loved the world by giving his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
· J personally involved in redeeming ppl:
· God sent messengers – prophets – but all came together: sent his son – beloved. Our salvation: personal to God. 
· S/t sing: light of the world, you stepped down into darkness
· J left behind all privileges of heaven -> broken mess of our world.
· Wonder: does my life matter? Does God care? 
· Yes! Sent his own son to bring ppl back – rescue & save. 
· He is good! Love endures forever.

Could leave it there. Lovely picture of KoG! More!

Scene 2 (v8-16): at vineyard - end of day. 6pm.
· Foreman pays them, starting with the ones who were hired at 5pm – 1hr of work. How much they think getting? 
· Prob nothing!
· They get 1 denarius. Day’s wages – next to no work.
· This landowner pays waaay over the odds for the labour he receives. Inc generous.
· How feel? You? V happy! 
· Others? Rubbing hands together. Ka-ching!
· Actually happens: 3pm – 1D, 12noon – 9am – 6am. 
· How they feel? Furious! Esp 9am guys.
· /fair – worked all day – hot sun – they: 1 hour!
· Think w me: could have avoided all this: 
· Paid 6am guys first – go home happy
· then 9am...12 – 3 – 5pm – everyone happy.
· /do that – very deliberate 
· Wants the 6am guys to see this. Provoke them – get under their skin. Work?
· v12 you have made them equal to us 
· Hear venom! How dare you: we are better – chosen first – worked harder. How dare you treat us the same as them.
· Landowner:
· You agreed to work for 1d – you got 1d. /complain!
· All I’ve done is be generous. You /like it.

Point of story? 
· Jesus is explaining grace to us: salvation is by grace, not good works. 
· Starts w a generous - compassionate – involved God.
· Whole bunch of ppl /deserve anything from him. All of us.
· Eph 2: spiritually dead – enslaved: world, flesh, devil – condemned and facing hell. 
· This generous and compassionate God: chooses to rescue & save. He is the saviour.
· Chooses some. Chooses some more. Chooses yet more.
· /Choose best - hardest working - best looking
· See by the end of story: reward bears no relation at all to how much work they do. 
· It’s just that he is generous and kind!
· Maybe say: /fair. Those who worked most – tried hardest – sweat all day – same as those who showed up at the last minute.
· KoG /fair. 
· You want fair? Really? Want to be treated as your sins deserve? -> Hell
· KoG: all abt grace: undeserved favour of God.

· J story – meant to make us think: where do I fit into story?  Which character am I most like?
· 5pm person. Hired last – sums up life. Seen every opportunity come & go. Bottom rung of the ladder of life. Desperate. 
· Appalling sinner: in & out of prison – failure of husband – wife - horrific sexual history – abused or abuser – victim or perpetrator.
· If you feel like you’ve earned nothing, deserve nothing – spiritual trainwreck – failure – apart from his generosity you’d be in a ditch somewhere. 
· Know that that he owes you nothing, but you owe him everything.
· Know that you deserve last – given you 1st place in his kingdom – exactly the same as anyone else – 
· ...then you will love him!
· What abt 6am person? 
· Hired first: sums up life. Always tried to be 1st. 
· Say the right things, do the right things – good person – maybe pray – read Bible.  
· Most ppl – UK. 
· Worldwide: replace B with Quran – Bhagavan gita – whatever. Maybe do a pilgrimage.
· You feel that actually you’ve made quite a good job of living a moral upright life.
· God will be pleased – judgement day – (if) – balance scales – good enough.
· Deserve to do quite well. The Lord should be pleased to have me. Tried hard my whole life. 
· Faith is just a business deal: I worked hard for you all day – said my prayers – gave to charity – tried to be good – now I deserve payment. Owe me.
· Feel abt “sinners”? 
· So unfair – I’ve worked hard all my life – why does God accept them so readily?
· Problem w hard workers – 6am guys – forgotten they were exactly the same posn as 5pm guys earlier that same day: 
· All hungry – all needed a job. All needed someone to rescue them.
· No room for self-righteousness.
· B says we are all equal in sin: sure, some worse than others – but all need a rescuer.

Ephesians 2:8-9 it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.
· Means: if saved: /deserve it. 
· /Worked hard enough. /Transaction.
· Saved by his grace – undeserved kindness.
· /Saved by good works … no-one can boast abt how good they are.
· /Say: I kept all commands – led good life – kind & generous. 
· /Matter. /Works. No-one can boast.
· In the KoG: first -> last. Last -> first. 
· Proud – religious – self-righteous: end up losing.
· Helpless & hopeless: win everything.
· How get it? Saved?
· Through faith. Mean?
· Trust Jesus. Come to Jesus – put your life in his hands – say: sinner who needs a saviour. Lost who needs to be found. 
· Believe you can find me. Please help!
· That it? /pilgrimage – fast for a month – read.
· Only through faith in J. His goodness on our behalf.
· /Bring to contribute to our salvation: the good we have done -> /good enough to save us. 
· Faith in J – only him. 
· And if that’s where you are today – feel like a failure – you’ve never come to receive forgiveness – can do that today – come – receive.
· Offers forgiveness – new start – J died on that cross – to take your sin – shame – deal w it. Only come broken – undeserving. Great news.
· Receive & welcome you.
· Really switched-on might have thought of a loophole: 
· I bring my faith – that’s a good work isn’t it? 
· No: even that faith is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God. 
· Spiritually dead – enslaved: world, flesh, devil – condemned and facing hell. 
· Faith /come from no-where – gift from God.
· If you are a Xn here today: b/c God has done it – and he deserves all the glory.

In a moment: sing: Amazing grace how sweet the sound – that saved a wretch like me!
Pause: quiet.


