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#13 What you were - spiritually condemned (2v3)

· Good news for you today! Greatest news there is. 
· But – got to hear bad news first.
· Trust me: good news is far better after you’ve heard the bad news.
· Working our way through book of Ephesians. 3 weeks: natural human condition. Across every nation – ethnic group – M&F – rich & poor – young & old – across all geography & all time:
· You were: 
· spiritually dead – spiritually enslaved – spiritually condemned (this)
· Start good news this week & next 3 weeks.

1v today: End v3 Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.
· Wrath. Uncomfortable? 
· Prefer: love – compassion – Father – kind – generous.
· 4Qns abt wrath of God.

Q1 Clear: what do we mean by the “wrath” of God?
· Last time you: wrath?
· Red face – pulsating vein – wild eyes. Maybe: child – spouse – another driver?
· In common: usually an over-reaction – honest: regret. Sometimes: say sorry.
· Root of our anger: impatience - /own way – tired – stressed.
· He is /like us.
· /Tired – stressed – supremely patient. 
· /Loses it in a fit of rage.
· /Say sorry.
· Everything he does is right & good.
· Mean? Wrath?
· Another kind of anger: anger at injustice. 
· You can hear about some situation – say: objectively wrong! 
· /Ignore this. 
· Justice demands: something done. 
· Grenfell Tower – 14th June 2017 - London – devastating fire. 72 ppl died inc 18 children[endnoteRef:1]. How? [1:  https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2018/may/14/grenfell-the-71-victims-their-lives-loves-and-losses ] 

· “decades of failure by central government and other bodies in positions of responsibility”[endnoteRef:2] [2:  Section 2.4 https://www.grenfelltowerinquiry.org.uk/sites/default/files/CCS0923434692-004_GTI%20Phase%202_Report%20Overview_E-Laying_0.pdf ] 

· Building materials: supposed to be fire-proof but the manufacturer’s forged the tests to make them look better than they were.
· Govt dept: knew it was a problem – updating rules: low priority.
· The organisations & departments whose job it was to keep us safe: knew: did nothing. 
· /Secret - /surprise. Everyone in industry knew it was only matter of time.
· Builder: fault. Local council: fault. Fire brigade: fault. Not enough staff – poor management – low priority.
· After the fire: the response of the government [and the local council] … was muddled, slow, indecisive[endnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid. Section 2.103] 

· Most: poor – most: /born here. Their voice: quiet.
· Our response: shrug – whatever?
· No! Wrath. Righteous anger. Powerful ppl sinned -> poor ppl: suffered.
· If you deeply loved s/o died in that fire – your love would cause righteous anger. 
· In fact: if /anger: no love, no compassion.
· Wrath of God: calm, settled position – b/c he loves – b/c he is compassionate – b/c cares abt justice.

Q2: Why is it important to speak about wrath of God?
· Vital: character of God – whole character. Even: difficult. 
· Great chunks of scripture: God’s wrath against sin. 
· Try to carve all those out – primitive –> different god.
· Wonder: how does God’s wrath fit into your mental picture of who God is?
· End up with: god our own making – in our image - /God of B. 
· If it’s true: most impt thing in world.
· Nahum 1:2-3 The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; the LORD takes vengeance and is filled with wrath. The LORD takes vengeance on his foes and vents his wrath against his enemies. The LORD is slow to anger but great in power; the Lord will not leave the guilty unpunished.
· Powerful. Scary. /Mess. Think – OT. 
· Hebrews 10:31 It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
· John 3:36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them.
· If there is a God – who is angry w sin & sinners – we need to know – understand – how to avoid.
· And we will miss out on great joy too – b/c /understand the gospel unless understand wrath of God. Really? 
· Yes: /really understand why Jesus came. /Understand why he left eternal glory – naked, fragile, vulnerable baby in a rough part of an occupied country.
· /Understand why X had to die - /understand why cross is so impt – why it took the death of SoG. 
· Always see sin as not such a big deal – and /understand cross -> until understand wrath of God.
· And the more we see what we’ve been saved from, greater joy have. Been rescued! 
· Luke 7 party - Lots of ppl. 3 matter: Jesus - a man (host) – a woman.
· Woman: notoriously sinful life – Overwhelmed by sense of her own shame – need of forgiveness -> bows down before Jesus – kisses his feet. 
· All thru meal – weeping – kissing - /gets up. She knows she’s a sinner – she knows only he can rescue her – she loves Jesus b/c only J: dignity – love – compassion – forgiveness.
· Host: Simon – outraged: sinner there at his party. 
· Look at her – looks at himself: concludes: I’m ok – good guy - /much forgive. Completely wrong.
· Jesus: her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.
· Who are you most like in the story?
· If – like her: Know you’ve been saved from wrath of God – deserve – love him – joy in salvation.
· But if – like him: /think sin is big deal - /God angry w sin & sinners -> /love him - /joy in him. /Think need s/o save you.
· The wrath of God makes us humble
End v3 Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.
· No different to anyone else.
· In some cases, far worse.
· In fact, trace thru: Remember speaking to Xns: As for you…in which you used to live…all of us…like the rest. 
· Christian person: /Xn b/c better. 
· God didn’t save you b/c nicer than next person.
· All in the same boat. 
· Xns can be so smug – so arrogant – so proud – holier-than-thou – look down noses at other ppl. 
· Never here! Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.
· Every fibre of your being deserves the wrath of God against your sin as much as your neighbour – work colleague – local shoplifter – drug dealer or child abuser. 
· B/c God is holy and we are not. Fallen short in a million ways.
· So… say together: Romans 12:3 Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment

Q3 Why doesn’t the wrath of God stir us as it ought to?
· B/c underestimate holiness of God. 
· We compare ourselves to other sinners - see a million reasons why other people deserve the wrath of God. 
· Always find s/o worse than you.
· Barney Rabbit. Albino. Bed one night. Bright winter morning: snow on ground. Dazzling. Barney hopped out of house: yellow.
· What we think of our own behaviour - depends what we compare to. 
· Bit better than you. Bit worse than you.
· Category error. God compares to his standard of holiness – perfect holiness, righteousness, goodness. 
· Sang Holy-Holy-Holy. Isaiah: vision of God – high and exalted: Isaiah 6:5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”
· Response to God’s glory – holiness: I am ruined. 
· Sees himself – first time – in comparison to glory of God – game over. 
· Filthy, rotten sinner. 
· We /see God as he truly is. Sin blinds us to the glory of God.
· Sin blinds the minds of unbelievers – /light of the gospel - /glory of X. /Interested. /Make any sense. Perilous situation.
· And so, in the light of the holiness of God – true state: deserving of wrath. 
· End v3 Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.

Q4 How to escape the wrath of God?
· Said: good news today. So far: mostly bad! /Stop there! To stop there is heresy. 
· Filthy, wretched, rotten, hopeless sinner. 
· So sort your life out - try a bit harder - hope for the best.
· Is that the gospel? No!
· This is how God showed his love to the world: John 3:16 that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
· You must believe in his Son. 
· Gave his Son – one and only Son – beloved Son. 
· To die for us. To bear the penalty of our sin.
· All the wrongs I have done – piled onto his shoulders. Every lie – every cross word – every frustrated, impatient eye-roll – every cruel joke – every lustful thought – every selfish moment-> Piled onto Jesus at the cross.
· And the wrath of God toward my sin – God’s righteous anger at every single thing I have done wrong – is directed towards Jesus.
· He – innocent one – bears it all - dies in my place.
· Better than sins forgiven – rel changes: beloved child of Most High God. He b/c Father. 
· For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.
· See how impt belief is? Eternal destiny at stake. 
· Do you believe in Son?
· /Mean: believe he existed. Every sensible person - even demons believe that![endnoteRef:4] [4:  James 2:19] 

· Believe. Trust. Your saviour? Your Lord? Thrown yourself at his mercy, knowing: no other plan – no other way to be saved – nothing to bring. 
· Bible ends with an invitation: Come! Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life.
· Offers – this morning – gift to you – most precious: eternal life.
· Come to J. Come to him: head full of doubts – load of questions - /good enough.
· Jesus: /ask paralysed man to heal himself and then follow. Pick up your mat and walk[endnoteRef:5]. Let’s go.  [5:  John 5:8] 

· As he believed – trusted Jesus – as he rose to his knees – Jesus healed him.
· /Say: wait until older -> never do it.
· /Say: wait until better -> never good enough.
· /Say: need to sort this or that out -> No, go to him, now. Take his hand – trust him to heal you.
· v36 Whoever believes in the Son - like that - has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them.

Quiet – while music team up

Sing: The Mystery Of The Cross




· Sin blinds us to what we’re like
· Naturally rebellious ppl. Said a few times recently: /teach children to be horrible. Sweet & lovely – but also little ogres. 
· Remember saying to one of our children – nameless – before he could talk. He mustn’t unplug things from sockets. Toddled straight over – while maintaining eye contact – tried to push his pudgy fingers into holes.
· /Just children: you put a sign up saying “keep off the grass” – suddenly: want nothing more than to walk on grass. 
· No interest before. But now there is a law, I immediately want to break it!
· Silly. Serious: Naturally rebellious against our maker. Naturally resent his authority over us.
· On the rare occasions: s/o points out s/t done wrong: natural instinct: admit and say sorry & learn from it? No: make excuses – blame s/o else. 
· Humanity done from beginning: Gen 3. God confronts Adam: Have you eaten from the tree? “Yes, so sorry”?
· Genesis 3:12 The woman you put here with me - she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.
· Her fault – your fault. 
· Rebellious hearts that disobey – and then justify ourselves. 
· Romans 3:10-11 There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God.
· Sometimes you’ll meet ppl: say looking for God. All great religions are humanity searching for God.
· B says: /seeks God. Adam: hid from God. God went looking for Adam, who was hiding.
· The good shepherd goes out to find the lost sheep.
· The father scans the horizon looking for his lost son.
· Ppl /seek God: exposes our hearts – evil deeds – if I go to church – might tell me what God thinks of me & my thoughts – words – actions. 
· /Seek God – master of my own destiny.
· This is our natural human condition. 
/Saying all bad – all kinds of truth & beauty there too – but – by nature: deep rebellious – proud – self-reliant cancer within all of us.










