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Philemon: Jesus brings people together

· Biggest news story of week: Oasis back together.
· As you can see: v happy!
· ? Liam & Noel Gallagher brothers – biggest band of 90s.
· Spectacularly fell out 15 yrs ago and provoked OA ever since. 
· Greatest force: bringing ppl together – in human history: Jesus
· Vertically: you and your God
· Where you were God’s enemy – Jesus has brought peace – more: friendship – more: sonship
· Horizontally: outworking of that all around us. 
· Jesus brings peace btw ppl who follow him.
· Eg: Jesus disciples:
· Levi – Matthew – tax collector – Jewish guy collecting taxes on behalf of Roman empire. Traitor to his nation.
· Simon – Zealot – armed terrorist – hated Roman occupation – aim: kill as many Roman soldiers & traitors as possible. 
· Jesus called both. Both had to change. Both served alongside OA, in love, to the end.
· B/c J brings ppl together.
· Diff example today: Philemon & Onesimus - slave-owner & slave.
· Bring together?!!! Uncomfortable: owner.
· Both called by Jesus to love God.
· Both had to change.
· This little letter – case study of that. 

Story:
· Family: Philemon, Apphia (wife?), Archippus (son?) 
· Xn family. Know? v1-2 Fellow-worker – sister – fellow soldier
· Good ppl: v5 I hear about your love for all [God’s] holy people and your faith in the Lord Jesus. So I always thank God for you. This family: on Paul’s prayer list. 
· Ministry partners: v7 Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people. v13 helper. v17 partner.
· Wealthy: 2 reasons: 
· End v2 – church that meets in your home
· Own slaves
· Used to work with lasers.
· Lasers: /movies. Mostly invisible. 
· Problem: beam of invisible HP light. Eye: blind spot.
· All have moral blind-spots. Things we do/say/think horrendous: should be obvious – but /see it.
· To a later generation – different culture: obvious.
· Thank God: /show us all in one go! Converted under Paul’s ministry[endnoteRef:1]. [1:  Strongly suggested in v19.] 

· This family’s blind spot: owned slaves. 
· Shocking & repulsive to us. Rightly. Why? 
· B/c of Jesus. Culture shaped by gospel. Things like this letter: so shaped our thinking: obvious to us that slavery is wrong.
· We think everyone is equal: no-one is ^impt just b/c physically stronger – more economically productive – b/c gender – language – intelligent. 
· All equal dignity and value as human beings. Obvious, right?
· Most ppl over most of history /thought that.
· Abt 12M African ppl transported to Americas. Today, globally ~50M. 
· /Minimising what happened then – just pointing out: /start & never went away.
· B/c so many ppl /believe everyone is equal. 
· Some cultures: accepted – normal part of everyday life. Roman times: 20% of ppl: slaves.
· In many cultures: equality: crazy idea. 
· Plato: “all ppl equal” -> nuts.
· Clearly this person: more educated than that one
· This person: higher social status than that one.
· This person: more money than that one. 
· These: better than these. Matter more. Obvious. 
· Strong > weak – so men > women. Rich > poor. 
· That thinking: why – even today – so many slaves. Some better than others.
· But today: obvious to us all of us: equal. B/c our culture – thinking – shaped by good news of Jesus. 
· Things like the Book of Philemon.
· So P & family: massive blind-spot – products of their Greek culture.
· Slave-owner needs to change.

Onesimus: slave
· Ran away from this family. 
· /Why.
· Maybe: mistreated him. 
· Maybe: wanted a better life.
· Careful: when British ppl think of slavery: trans-Atlantic.
· Diff types: Debt: paying off?
· Likely: stolen money – items: v18 If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me.
· Gone on the run. 
· Onesimus: highly motivated /caught. Normal punishment: whipped, beaten, tattooed or branded on forehead.
· Cut ties – gone for good.
· Somehow meets Paul & b/c Xn 
· /Know how: maybe he was caught – petty crime. Finds himself sharing a cell?
· Paul: making the most of every opportunity to talk abt Jesus – shares gospel w O – b/c Xn. v10 My son Onesimus, who became my son while I was in chains.
· As he stays w Paul: become friends – ministry partner: v13 I would have liked to keep him with me so that he could take your place in helping me while I am in chains for the gospel.
· Bringing in food – passing on msg – delivering letters?

What do you do when you have 2 Xns at odds w OA?
· Do: when that’s you?
· /Ignore it! Romans 12:18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Say!
· Aim: At peace w everyone.
· If possible. 
· S/t: /possible. S/t: best: avoid.
· But see lengths P went to bring these enemies together. /Give up easily.
· As far as it depends on you. S/t: you’ve done what you can – tried to make peace. Blockage: their end.
· Paul: sitting in his cell one day – thinking…
· 2 Xns at odds w OA – both partners in gospel ministry: 
· Onesimus: converted runaway slave & thief
· Philemon: annoyed slave-owner
· Gospel opportunity: light of Jesus can shine out from this situation! Opportunity: forgiveness – even reconciliation!
· Listen: writing to P: v6 I pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be effective in deepening your understanding of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ.
· IOW: as you do what I’m abt to suggest – I pray that it will help you see just how good the gospel is. 
· What I’m going to suggest: outworking of the gospel: blow your mind! 
· Radically change rel btw you.

Talk abt slavery for a moment: 
· May heard it said: B /condemn slavery. Or /strongly enough.
· Make no mistake: Whole story of B: freedom to slaves
· All slaves to sin – X buys us freedom.
· Jesus: Luke 4:18-19 The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.. freedom for the prisoners … recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free
· Xns – inspired by this book - who abolished slavery!
· Honest: S/t in history, B used to justify slavery – even control ppl:
· Slave Bible[endnoteRef:2]: written by British missionaries to take to West Indies to help convert the black African slave population. Took out all the references to freedom – equality.  [2:  https://www.npr.org/2018/12/09/674995075/slave-bible-from-the-1800s-omitted-key-passages-that-could-incite-rebellion?t=1620983372077 ] 

· Out: Exodus out of slavery in Egypt. 
· Out: Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
· Sometimes: B used to perpetuate slavery: have to remove bits!
· How to end slavery? So how does Paul lay foundations for end of slavery – so that today: abomination?
· How does he get Philemon – slave-owner – to change?
· Could: started preaching against slavery:
· So ingrained in society: so common: like: “stop using electricity!”
· In some places at that time: most Xns: slaves. Uprising: all killed. 
· /Rebels. Obey leaders[endnoteRef:3]. Mustard-seed: small & subversive. Grows to be massive[endnoteRef:4]. [3:  Romans 13:1-5]  [4:  Mark 4:30-32] 

· Love! v8 I could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do, yet I prefer to appeal to you on the basis of love.
· Also v14 …not seem forced but would be voluntary. 
· Saying: Philemon - /force you to do right thing. Win you over with love. 
· That’s how you win people over: out-love them.
· How bring these two men together?
· Paul says: P: take Onesimus back.
· For P: /appealing: unreliable thief – back in household.
· For O: more serious: /whipped, beaten, tattooed or branded on forehead. No-one would judge P for doing that.
· Better way: love.
· Worthy of love
· Slaves: a thing. Sub-human. 
· v12 I am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you. P very fond! How will you treat this guy whom I love?
· Your fellow-man
· v16 … He is very dear to me but even dearer to you …as a fellow man 
· whatever your slave-owning mates might say: fellow-man – just like you – me. /Different. Same.
· Genesis 1 thinking: God created mankind in his own image … male and female he created them. Created equal.
· Fundamentally all same: equal worth – dignity – value. 
· Your brother in the Lord
· Endv15 Have him back forever - no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both as a fellow man and as a brother in the Lord.
· He’s coming back: /slave – dear brother. 
· You’re both sinners who are saved by grace – both on same journey together – spend eternity together. 
· So better treat him w dignity.
· See how powerful that is?
· If you believe that – gonna fundamentally change how you relate to him. 
· If Philemon believes that – Onesimus is safe.
· See what he’s not doing: 
· /Saying: free all slaves – that’s rebellion – that gets everyone killed. 
· But you see how subversive this is? Makes slavery completely untenable. Utterly destroys the basis for slavery!
· This letter: blueprint for abolition of slavery in UK & Europe.
· William Wilberforce – evangelical Xn – campaigned in parliament – abolition. 
· Mate - Josiah Wedgewood – these medallions – went viral in early C19 – helped gather mass support in UK.

Onesimus also needs to change. 
· Simpler: whatever he stole – give back.
· As far as Philemon is concerned: blockage there. /Peace btw us: resolved.
· You’d be the same!
· Problem: /pay it back. Poor – slave.
· What O needs is s/o who can pay back the debt he owes – who can act of his behalf. 
· Paul: v17-19 if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me. I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will pay it back.
· Paul knows O /pay the debt he owes. So he will step in himself – whatever the cost is – he will pay it. 
· Paul asks as mediator btw these 2 men – at his own cost – so they can have: peace – reconciliation.
· See: exactly what J did. 
· We were all slaves – to sin – all owe a debt we /pay off. All in a broken rel w God.
· And yet Jesus – pays our debt for us. 
· He pays the cost our sin deserves. Costs him everything: glory – dignity - life.
· Paul: living out the gospel.
· Jesus brings people together. And he brings people to God.
· For you today?
· S/o: you think of as less than you? Actually: worthy of love - equal – even bro-sis in Lord. Forgive & take back?
· Know God: come thru J. Reconciles us.


Pr
How great the chasm that lay between us
How high the mountain I could not climb
In desperation, I turned to heaven
And spoke Your name into the night
Sing: How Great The Chasm (Living Hope)




Discussion questions
Read through Paul’s letter to Philemon. What was the relationship like between them?
Partners in ministry
Converted under Paul’s ministry
Paul hoped to see them again soon 
The idea of slavery is utterly appalling to us – why do you think Paul didn’t tell them to free their slaves as soon as they were converted?




