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62v1-5 Your God will rejoice over you

· What’s poshest wedding ever been to?
· Remember? Royal wedding.
· Prince: v impressive – every stitch of that outfit: perfectly sewn. Even socks: ^£ than you can imagine[endnoteRef:1]. [1:  Yes, wedding socks are a thing: https://www.peperharowengland.com/collections/mens-luxury-wedding-socks ] 

· Now: just imagine: surprise – shock when this happens:
· Instead of Catherine from Royal Country of Berkshire.
· It’s Courtney from Stoke – and the closest she’s come to royalty: bedsit on Kings Street in Fenton. She puts money on the gas meter when she has some, and does her shopping in Farmfoods when they’ve got a good deal in the window.
· She is so far beneath him in every way: scandalous.
· But he loves her – and that changes everything. 
· When she walks down that aisle – she looks a perfect princess – because of him.
· Friends: that’s the story of the Bible.
· Picture than crops up a few times in B: 
· Jesus: royal king
· Marries: a woman who is a mess. That’s us. And makes her beautiful.

· In Isaiah 62 - Speaking to God’s ppl: enc them:
· Repeated sin -> dark place: economic ruin, invaded by enemies, defeated.
· On the verge of ceasing to be – almost a failed nation.
· Promise from God, through Isaiah – highlighter! v4 No longer will they call you Deserted, or name your land Desolate.
· Wasteland – brownfield site – desolate. 
· Place /likes - /wants – insignificant. Place with a bad reputation.
· /Just a place – ppl too. Unwanted – unloved – unlovely ppl. 
· But you will be called Hephzibah, 
· “my delight is in her” 
· and your land Beulah; 
· “married”
· for the LORD will take delight in you, and your land will be married. 
· Old identity: deserted – desolate. 
· New identity: delight - married
· v5 As a young man marries a young woman, so will your Builder marry you; as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you.
· God loves that place – those ppl so much: marriage is the best way to describe how he feels.
· Delights in her – marries her – rejoices in her.
· This is rags to riches – pauper to princess!
· This is Courtney from Fenton marrying the King. 
· This is every fairy-tale and every good-news story rolled into one. 
· True.
· 3 words: How God feels towards his ppl: delight – married – rejoice.

God delights in his ppl v4 for the LORD will take delight in you
· Delight? Deep sense of pleasure. 
· What brings you delight? Grandchildren playing? Good exam result? Climbing a mountain? Concert: extraordinary musicians?
· Feels so good: heart wants to burst – grin on face. 
· To God? His ppl bring him delight. the LORD will take delight in you
· And if you’re trusting in Lord: that’s you too.
· Really? God looks at me: pleasurable sensations?
· What it says! Feel good inside. 
· /Say it unless scripture said it!
· How is that possible? 
· I look at me: I /feel that! He sees everything – how can he feel that way?
· Maybe: relate more to 61:7 shame…disgrace. Instinctively: how you feel abt self?
· Look at me: mess!
· Im: Courtney from Fenton – turns up to the wedding of the century – wearing best tracksuit. Honestly: seen better days. Stained. Dirty. Couple of holes. 
· What can she do? /Stand next to the King looking like that. 
· Best she has /enough. /Money - /ability - /fix herself.
· But she’s turned up! Main thing.
· B/c he can fix her: Is 61:10 …he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness. Gives her: whole new wardrobe. What?
· Garments of salvation: put this on. 
· Robe: his righteousness. All his gleaming – perfect - goodness. Yours now.
· In Christ, that’s what happens.
· /Matter how dirty your clothes are – b/c offering to give you a whole new outfit. 
· /Matter what done – how sordid past is – what online history is like. 
· Says: Come to me – get rid of those dirty rags - wear this instead. Hands you a robe fit for royalty.
· And then – the LORD will take delight in you – b/c
· When he looks at his bride-to-be: /see her failure
· sees his own perfect glory - goodness: look great!
· He delights in his ppl b/c he delights in his Son.
· Great exchange: he takes all our sin – exchanges it for all his holiness. 
· And then he delights in you.
· But /possibly delight in you if you insist on remaining in the mess. If you refuse his offer.
· Delight: one more thing. Do you delight in him? 
· Does the name of Jesus make your heart sing?
· Other half of verse: Say together: Is 61:10 I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness.
· Delight in our hearts in him: direct result seeing our dirtiness – and crying out to him – being clothed in salvation & his righteousness. 
· Ever done that? Cried out to him? Save me – help me – cleanse me!

God marries his ppl v5 As a young man marries a young woman, so will your Builder marry you
· Builder: he’s the one that will rebuild the ruins – build her up again.
· Mind-blowing to me: God should use marriage as the way he describes his rel to his ppl. Marry you. Suggest?
· Love: Romans 5:8 God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
· The bride Jesus has chosen /loveable. 
· All through OT – God describes her as an adulterous ppl – always in love with other gods.
· Even today: his ppl /very loveable! Think of 1000 ways!
· We would find it v hard to love an adulterous person. Some of you: been in that awful position.
· But Jesus died for us – gave his life for us: love for the deeply unlovely! 
· Intimacy: 
· When we think of human intimacy: sex
· Best sex: Not just bodies coming together but minds – hearts. /shame - /embarrassment - /fear – total trust in this person – unhindered communication. Unclothed and unafraid. 
· Marriage provides best structure for that to happen.
· So if God marries his ppl: huge part of that is intimacy.
· Heaven: Bible: /luxuries forever – some massive hotel: swimming pool, cocktails.
· be with Christ, which is better by far[endnoteRef:2] - may be all those things too – maybe –  [2:  Philippians 1:23] 

· /focus – they are little – insignificant. 
· He is there – everything else will be alright.
· /Shame - /Embarrassment - /Fear. Total trust. Unhindered communication.
· Forever: 
· Some here know – bitter truth: human marriage /always forever.
· B/c humans sin.
· In fact, God created marriage – so that on a good day - when a marriage is holy, happy, full of joy & love – it would give us a glimpse of this final glorious marriage.
· Happiest and most fulfilled & contented marriage on earth – precious diamond that so many long for – is only a shadow of what is to come. 
· If you’re in a happy marriage today – your best days together are only a taste of what true marriage is. 
· We were made to be the bride of Christ. 
· To be joined to him, in love - intimacy - joy, for all of eternity.
· One of final scenes - end of a long book: Coming together of God and his beloved ppl – in marriage. Revelation 19:7-9 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. 
· How has she done that? How do you get ready to meet the King? Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.
· Meet king: put on the robes of his righteousness – his garments of salvation. 
· Perfect – bright – clean - /stains - /tears. 
· Instead: this is what many ppl do: man I’m a mess. Done all sorts of things I shouldn’t. 
· Hopefully I’ll scrub up OK. 
· Try a bit harder. 
· Clean up my act a bit. 
· Hopefully I’ll find him in generous mood when I meet him one day.
· /Work for 2 reasons:
· /Realise how deep the staining is. /Fix it ourselves.
· /Realise how perfect the King is. /See glory.
· Only his offer is enough.

God rejoices in his people 
as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you.
· What does God think of you, Xn?
· Many Xns: God looks at you - thinks:
· Bit disappointing.
· Could do better.
· He generally puts up with me.
· Esp when sin: feel: 
· that’s probably it now. 
· If that was my child, I’d be livid. Might lose it completely. 
· But /God: rejoices over his beloved bride. 
· Finish w two v brief stories from life of J – show us the heart of God towards his ppl. 
· Most of us: draw back from mess – messy ppl – messy situations.
· /hands dirty – physically or metaphorically. 
· But J: drawn towards sin – suffering. Mess: /Put him off.
· Mark 1:40 A man with leprosy came to [Jesus] and begged him on his knees, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.”
· Jesus…reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!”
· When anyone else touched a leper: became unclean.
· When Jesus touched a leper: clean. 
· Clean-ness -> flows out from the saviour! 
· The uncleanness in you /overpower him. 
· When you come to him: his clean-ness cleanses you. Makes you beautiful. Like a bride on her wedding day.
· J willing to make you clean today. You just have to come and ask.
· His heart towards you today.
· Jesus – parable: Luke 15:8-10 woman loses really special coin – searches everywhere – cleans everywhere – hunting – moves everything out – finds – so happy: calls friends & neighbours over, “look what I found!” In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.
· Joy in heaven that day – when s/o turns from walking away from God – towards him.
· When s/o stops: says sorry – need you Lord.
· Rejoicing – pleasure felt every day that happens.
· /Begrudging acceptance. /Roll of eyes. Joy!
· Who is most joyful when that happens? there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels. Who is in the presence of the angels?
· God himself. F rejoices when sinners repent. 
· as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you.

Quiet: reflection
· Hard to get heads around your love for us – only fully revealed in eternity.
· Thx: garments of salvation – robes of righteousness – we so desperately need.
· Admit our unloveliness – thank you for your grace – undeserved kindness to us – thankyou: while we were still sinners – identity – X died for us. To make us into his beautiful bride.
· Pls: forgive – keep on making us beautiful. 

Move towards communion: Prayer of confession
Father, forgive us that we look to other things to satisfy,
We labour for things that disappoint,
We are frustrated by our lack of spiritual fervour,
And confess our need for more of Your Spirit.
We come to You now with nothing.
We confess our spiritual weakness,
But we trust in Your strength.
We come only through the blood of Jesus, 
shed for us at the cross.
We plead His goodness, 
His righteousness, His worthiness,
and come with nothing to offer You.
Thank You for being satisfied with Jesus’ sacrifice.
And thank You that through His death, 
we have eternal life.
Amen

Communion: Bread & wine point towards His glorious coming again
1Cor 11:26 whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
· Communion reminds us to look forward – with hope – expectation – of the return of the King to take his bride to be with him.
· For believers – guests: /for you. Trusting in Jesus as Lord & saviour.
· Taking part: on mind: hope. 
· Better is coming! When disappointment: over. Pain: over. Hardship – loneliness – fear – uncertainty – grief – regret: over.
· Unhindered – eternal – intimacy with God – what we were made for.

Break bread while saying...
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’[endnoteRef:3] [3:  1Corinthians 11:13] 

Distribute bread: for believers. Eat as receive.

Pour wine while saying...
Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins[endnoteRef:4]. [4:  Matthew 26:28] 

Wait & drink together. 

Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.[endnoteRef:5].  [5:  1Corinthians 11:25-26] 

We drink together as a sign of our shared hope in his coming kingdom.



And on that final day, the citizens of heaven 
Called out to be the new Jerusalem
In multitudes will bow before the throne of God 
One nation called from every tribe and tongue 
Great celebration! The glorious union:
The Lion of Judah and the pure, spotless Bride! 
All of creation waits for this moment:
All Your promises fulfilled in Jesus Christ!
Sing: In Him I Have Believed

Benediction: 
As a newlywed couple go out rejoicing in each other – may we go from here rejoicing in the goodness of our God. The Lord bless us and keep us – the Lord make his face shine upon us and be gracious to us – the Lord turn his face towards us and give us peace. AMEN



Discussion questions

Read Isaiah 62:2-5

God promises Israel a “new name” (v2) – a new identity. What are the old and new names? (v4) 

What does the imagery of a royal wedding, as described in the sermon, teach us about the relationship between Christ and His people?
Love – intimacy – permeance. 

Reflect on the comparison between the Prince and Courtney from Fenton. How does this relate to us as the bride of Christ?
Isaiah 62:4-5 speaks of a new identity given to God’s people. How does this passage challenge the way you view yourself in relation to God?

Discuss the significance of the names "Hephzibah" (my delight is in her) and "Beulah" (married) and what they symbolize.

The sermon mentions that God takes delight in His people. How do you feel when you think about God delighting in you?

Share personal experiences or struggles with accepting this truth.
What are some practical ways to “put on the robe of righteousness” as described in Isaiah 61:10?

Explore how believers can walk in the new identity Christ gives them, leaving behind their “dirty rags.”
In the sermon, God is described as a Builder who marries His people. What does this metaphor suggest about God’s work in your life?

Discuss the transformative power of God in taking what is broken and making it whole.
Reflect on Romans 5:8: ‘While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.’ How does this shape your understanding of God’s love for you, even in your imperfections?

Talk about how Jesus’ love for “the deeply unlovely” encourages you in your walk with Him.
The sermon describes the joy and intimacy of marriage as a glimpse of the ultimate union with Christ. How does this understanding impact your view of eternity?

Consider how earthly relationships, especially marriage, point toward the perfect relationship we will have with Christ.
What does it mean for God to rejoice over His people, as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride (Isaiah 62:5)?

Share your thoughts on how God’s joy in us can change our perspective on our relationship with Him.
In the sermon, Courtney is unable to fix herself but receives the King’s garments. How does this illustrate the concept of grace in your life?

Discuss how we often try to “clean ourselves up” spiritually and how Christ’s righteousness is the only solution.
The parable of the lost coin in Luke 15:8-10 is a powerful illustration of God’s joy over repentance. How does this encourage you in your own repentance and relationship with God?

Share personal insights about the joy in heaven and how God’s response to repentance is different from what you might expect.



Unused content
Crown jewels v3 You will be a crown of splendour in the LORD’s hand, a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
· Imagine King: holding crown aloft. 
· The size of the jewels – amount of gold – tells you something abt the King. Bigger the king, better the crown!
· We all wear a paper crown at Christmastime – weird British thing.
· King Charles’ crown: coronation. Priceless. Tells you he’s a true king.
· But if the King in the picture is God – creator of all things – supreme cosmic being – his crown is going to be something special.
· Crown fit for God?
· Isaiah: you will be that crown. His ppl crown his head. 
· Fairly mind-blowing!
· Msg to us – his ppl – and also to the rest: to the haters – to the scoffers – to those who say we’re on the wrong side of history – outdated, dinosaurs.
· End v1 her vindication shines out like the dawn… the nations will see your vindication, and all kings your glory
· Encouragement to Faithful Israel – Jews who worship Jesus their Messiah - the global suffering church – oppressed – downtrodden – mocked:
· You will be vindicated – glorified – crown on the head of the Almighty. Precious jewels. Inestimably valuable. 
· So /worry abt what the world thinks. 

· Builder? 
· Is 62 - mixed metaphor – ppl pictured as a city. 
· In the picture: God: builder – building this city – from rubble – to a place of splendour – to make her into something beautiful.
· That’s what our God does.
· Takes something broken – makes it beautiful.

· Hebrews 5:2 He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray
· Ignorant: fall into sin through being a bit clueless – young in the faith – naïve.
· Going astray: when we deliberately sin – knowing it’s wrong – do it anyway.
· When we come to him: /rough - /lash out - /punish us for a bit - /groan. 
· Deals gently with us. Why? 
· Loves his ppl!

