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#12 What you were - spiritually enslaved (2v2-3)

Glad to be back!

· The fact that you believe today: miracle.
· Anyone: believe – miracle of God’s grace. 
· Might feel: faith is weak – fragile – tentative. 
· Fact: believe at all: Means: he has intervened. At work.
· Working our way through book of Ephesians.
· 3 weeks: natural human condition.
· Many differences between cultures – languages – favourite foods!
· Natural spiritual condition: shared among all people – every culture – language – geographical location – all time.
· You were: 
· spiritually dead (last) – spiritually enslaved (this) – spiritually condemned (next)
· In Christ Jesus, you are: 
· Someone w hope – grace-favour – purpose.
· Saw last week: You were dead in your transgressions and sins.
· Natural state as human beings: Spiritually dead.
· To make s/o spiritually alive - a Xn – follower of J
· /education - /better parenting - /kick up backside - /try harder to be a better person
· Instead: God has to raise the dead.
· Sp of God: breath life into your dead soul so you see Jesus – gospel as utterly glorious.
· Maybe today: not sure he’s done that yet. 
· Ask: pray. Lord, make me alive. I want to see!
· As you pray that prayer – in faith – he’ll do it – only b/c given you that desire - already started to bring you to life.
· This week: find 3 great enemies of every human being
· Completely enslaved us before we met J. 
· Remain our enemies now – want to take us back to a state of enslavement:
· World – Devil – Flesh
· Read from screen

Enemy #1: The World
…you followed the ways of this world
· this world: Contrast: two worlds
· End ch1 – another world - power of God that raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms[endnoteRef:1] – his world – place of life – light. [1:  Ephesians 1:19-20] 

· This world: natural state: spiritual deadness.
· We were all part of this world. This world still pulls us back.
· Follow: instead of following our creator – doing what he says – listening to him – we instinctively rebel.
· World collectively thinks: /need God. We are self-sufficient – autonomous beings. /Serve anyone. /Bow down to any God. 
· Perhaps greatest sin: self-sufficiency: I’m alright. 
· To ignore God in the very world he has made. 
· To deny him, using the very breath he’s given us.
· If walk away from God – who will you follow instead? 
· Most people: EO. Irony: end up bowing to everyone. Desperate to fit in.
· Remember teen: goths - grunge – wear all black – listen to dark depressing music – rebellious – non-conformist. Everyone ended up dressing same – we’re all rebellious non-conformists – all together – safety in numbers!
· Even girls into sparkly pop music ended up wearing Nirvana, NIN T-shirts. Even as a teenager – I could see: lost ppl following OA – terrified of being left out.
· Just do stuff /want to do – wear – eat – listen -> out of fear.
· Become a kind of slavery. 
· I think of zombie movies – Walking Dead – hoards of dead blindly following OA.
· Extreme picture - bit of truth to it?
· Vast swathes of ppl - /idea what doing in life – following OA b/c no clue what else to do.
· Please: /holier-than-thou. I was there once. Still am sometimes. 
· What did J do when he came across ppl like that? Mark 6:34
· Jesus … saw a large crowd…he had compassion - on them
· /condemn - /mock.
· because they were like sheep without a shepherd. 
· Following OA round – /plan - /clue. 
· Lost – helpless.
· So many like that.
· So he began teaching them many things. 
· He is the shepherd we all need.
· /Find a better shepherd – /anyone better to influence you.
· I wonder who you are following today? Who is the biggest influence on your life? 
· Positive? Lead you to Jesus? Lead you away from him? 
· Take a moment.

Enemy #2: The Devil
You followed … the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 
· Even more offensive! This is what you were before you met Jesus: 
· Spiritually dead. 
· Slave to the crowd.
· Now: Enslaved by Satanic power. 
· Think: bit harsh! 
· Point: 2 kingdoms – and each has a ruler.
· Either follow the Lord Jesus
· Or, if you reject him – even if /realise it – following ruler of the other kingdom.
· When you look at the world – history – utter insanity of human behaviour: war – violence – uncontrolled anger – devastation of drug abuse – horrors of how children are treated – getting on for 1/4M defenceless babies aborted in UK last year – all the horrible situations that led to that occurring. 
· Is it so hard to believe: evil mind at work – trying to kill & destroy everything that’s beautiful – good – excellent & praiseworthy[endnoteRef:2]? [2:  Philippians 4:8] 

· Jesus desc Satan: John 10:10 The thief - comes only to steal and kill and destroy. Isn’t that what we see all round us? World: in million ways: had its life & joy stolen & killed.
· I know believing in a literal, real Satan – real demonic power – sounds very primitive – but actually – explains so much abt insanity of world around us.
· B tells us humanity has an enemy – powerful enemy – controlling – manipulating – behind the scenes – hidden away. 
· Bible: There are only two kingdoms – 2 sides. 
· Light & darkness – good & evil.
· All of us on 1 side or the other. 
· /Get to pick a side. Born into wrong side. 
· Natural state: spiritual death – separated from God. 
· Most /see it. 
· As soon as b/c Xn: Lord opens eyes – obvious: like – pulling back curtain – see what’s going on behind the scenes. 
· How could I /see before?
· /naïve – our problems in this world: /primarily ppl. 
· Ephesians 6:12 our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
· Evil power at work in this world. Fight it. Very first step: acknowledging it!
· Good news: Other half of that verse! Jesus: I have come that [you] may have life, and have it to the full. 
· J has come to give us life. Abundant life. 
· His power greater!
· Break enslaving chains of death – addiction – greed – fear – people-pleasing – self-sufficiency – pride.
· That’s why he came! 1John 3:8 The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.
· Say together!
· Did he succeed? 
· Come to him – only he can set you free.

Enemy #3: The Flesh
gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts.
· Flesh?
· /referring to body – skin & bones. 
· Spiritual nature - instinct
· Mark: /teach children to act selfishly: instinct to every child on planet earth. 
· Can teach children to modify behaviour – carrot & stick.
· But problem is deeper: what if there is no-one to offer a carrot – nor a stick. 
· Who are you when no-one is watching? If there are no consequences? 
· Terrifying thing to observe what happens to human behaviour if they think /watching.
· Evil lurks in our hearts. Natural inclination to do wrong.
· Even as Xn: Darkness within you – bit of you that enjoys sin - knows ought to put others first – God 1st of all – but instead wants to serve self.
· Thought that should terrify us: Our deepest, darkest enemy – one we /ever avoid completely – ourselves.
· /Escape it: get rid of TV – internet - living in a cave. Always with you.
· Honest: you know it – I know it.
· Listen to what B says about our flesh: Galatians 5:19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. 
· Natural human heart. Restrained by family – society – police.
· This is where it goes if all restraints cast off. 
· Culture: “follow your heart!” – profoundly dangerous – heart lead you to do all kinds of terrible things.
· Bible: Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. 
· Needs replacement! New heart – new instinct: please God.
· Then /trust heart to guide - trust word.

· World – flesh – devil. 3 enemies of your soul. Work together to destroy you – enslave you.
· God’s kingdom: sex –> married ppl - /friends - /random strangers.
· World says: faithfulness in marriage - /big deal. /Happy any more? Go for it.
· Flesh: sexual creatures – feels nice – must be good. 
· Devil: tempts: be OK – God /mind – ask for forgiveness later – special circumstances.
· Listen to those 3 enemies: 
· Sowing seeds of discontentment – family breakup – economic hardship
· drawn away from God’s plan & purpose – into a life of lesser joy.

· Some: so pessimistic! So negative! You evangelicals – esp “reformed” -
· Mankind is so bad – so rotten – so hopeless. Spiritually dead – enslaved – as we will see: condemned. 
· Yes: true. Utterly pessimistic about life w/o power of gospel.
· Take sin really seriously. 
· Take spiritual warfare really seriously: Enemy: steal-kill-destroy. 
· But in the end: utterly glorious & optimistic!
· Believe: Jesus wins! 
· When you come to JX – humbly ask for his help – listen: 2:6 God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus
· Death to life
· Citizen of this world -> citizen of heaven – seated w X – belonging there in the heavenly realm.
· Gospel is mighty to save! 
· People can & do change in power of Sp. Expect that!
· Justice will be done – perfectly – every wrong put right.
· Satan & all evil – destroyed forever.
· Eternal glory coming that far outweighs all of this[endnoteRef:3]. [3:  2Corinthians 4:17] 

· Promises that we can hold onto!
· What’s alternative? 
· Humanity: always searching for some kind of utopia – that we never actually get to. 
· History pretty depressing - 
· We need a saviour.

Quiet
· Pr: Enemies on every side – within. Thx: safe place – run to Jesus – strong tower – hiding place – comfort – shelter – saviour. 
· Lord: help us trust you & your ways – revealed in your word. Very careful of trusting anything else.
· We rejoice: grace – kindness towards us – trust in Jesus: Lamb that was slain. 

Sing: Who breaks the power of sin and darkness


· Xn today: know you have best leader – but world wants to take you back – bow to other ppl – Romans 1:25 to worship and serve created things rather than the creator.
· Battle going on for your heart. Resist. Fight. 
· 1John 2:15 Do not love the world or anything in the world.
· Saying: 2 worlds – 2 systems in play
· IOW: greatest affection – one you love most: Jesus and his world.
· How doing w that today? How’s the battle going? Struggling today: ask s/o pray with you.


