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#5 Remember Mercy (3:1-19)

Hab in a moment.
· Bad week for UK – hopefully calm now.
· With our Swahili Fellowship last night – enc – reassuring – helping them understand.
· Fact: UK today – part of society: angry: poorer than parents - hopeless – disrespected - /jobs (pits, pots, steel) - /housing. Neglected - /listening. 
· Right to be heard. /heard - /respected.
· But violence – always wrong.
· As Xn, most disturbing: some claim: fighting to keep Britain Xn. Ppl like Tommy Robinson inc using Xn language[endnoteRef:1]. 2 things: [1:  https://www.premierchristianity.com/opinion/christianity-is-being-used-to-unite-the-far-right-we-must-call-it-out/18037.article ] 

· Remember words of J: throw bricks at your enemies and set fire to a hotel. No! Love your enemies and do good to them[endnoteRef:2]. Pray for them[endnoteRef:3].  [2:  Luke 6:35]  [3:  Matthew 5:44] 

· If you going to claim the name of Jesus – sticking up for Xn values – do what J said.
· Our experience: immigration doubled size of our church. 
· Shelton more Xn today than for decades!
· Appropriate – studying Hab – finale today – what to do when society: full of violence – strife – injustice. 

Sing your way through suffering
· Ch 3: song – which is also a prayer.  
· end For the director of music. On my stringed instruments. 
· v1 On shigionoth - ? 
· Musical: prob strong emotion – wildness. Thrash?![endnoteRef:4] [4:  This isn’t just me being a bit silly. Shigionoth is mentioned here and in Psalm 7 – both share the common themes of war, violence, rage, dramatic destruction. And both end with glorious praise for deliverance. Strongs defines the word as meaning “a wild, passionate song, with rapid changes of rhythm”. All very metal!] 

· A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet
· Great response – when struggling – despondent – disappointed – sing!
· Singing scripture – or worship songs – helps us put our feelings into words.
· Find prayer hard? Sing! 
· Impoverished if /sing!
· Commute? /News – depressing. Sing!
· Helps to encourage ourselves. Part of feeding yourself. Speaking gospel truth to self throughout the week.
· Each week: songs for Sunday on social media. YouTube: playlists.


Key verse – say together – highlighter pen!
3:2 LORD, I have heard of your fame;
    I stand in awe of your deeds, LORD. Know about all you’ve done in past – literally awesome! Amazing. Wonderful.
Repeat them in our day,
    in our time make them known; Do it again, Lord!
    in wrath remember mercy. Understand: you doing s/t glorious and amazing – might well involve suffering. Holy God who /tolerate sin forever: mercy.

Stand in awe of what God has done in the past
· v3-15 expands on I stand in awe of your deeds, Lord. 
· Before we read: remember: song - poetry -> /literally. 
· Pictures God as a glorious – divine warrior – who commands nature to bring judgement on the nations.
v3 God came from Teman,
    the Holy One from Mount Paran. Teman: land east of Israel. Shining over his ppl like rising sun.
His glory covered the heavens
    and his praise filled the earth.
v4 His splendour was like the sunrise;
    rays flashed from his hand,
    where his power was hidden.
v5 Plague went before him;
    pestilence followed his steps. – quite metal!
v6 He stood, and shook the earth;
    he looked, and made the nations tremble.
The ancient mountains crumbled
    and the age-old hills collapsed –
    but he marches on forever. See? God is bigger and older than the hills & mountains. Nations fearful of earthquakes? God is more fearful!
v7 I saw the tents of Cushan in distress,
    the dwellings of Midian in anguish.

v8 Were you angry with the rivers, Lord? Think: reference to flood[endnoteRef:5]. [5:  Some commentators see a reference to Genesis 1 in this section. Some of the language is certainly similar. But to me, the theme of the divine warrior is so clear in Hab 3, that the flood makes much more sense. ] 

    Was your wrath against the streams?
Did you rage against the sea
    when you rode your horses
    and your chariots to victory?
v9 You uncovered your bow,
    you called for many arrows. Lightning storms
You split the earth with rivers; flood – Gen 7 – springs turned to mighty rivers[endnoteRef:6] [6:  Genesis 7:11] 

v10     the mountains saw you and writhed.
Torrents of water swept by;
    the deep roared and lifted its waves on high. Image: God as divine warrior: commanding nature.

v11 Sun and moon stood still in the heavens – Joshua 10 – sun & moon + massive storm.
    at the glint of your flying arrows,
    at the lightning of your flashing spear.
v12 In wrath you strode through the earth
    and in anger you threshed the nations.
v13 You came out to deliver your people,
    to save your anointed one.
You crushed the leader of the land of wickedness,
    you stripped him from head to foot.
v14 With his own spear you pierced his head
    when his warriors stormed out to scatter us,
gloating as though about to devour
    the wretched who were in hiding.
v15 You trampled the sea with your horses,
    churning the great waters.
· Point: God stands above all the nations of earth – whatever happens – he sees – knows - and will bring judgement. 
· God is unstoppable – unchallengeable – unchangeable.  To be feared. 
· Hab: I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, LORD.
· In the mess – evil – violence – strife – suffering -> bring it on Lord! Repeat [those same things] in our day, in our time make them known! Do it again! 
· Ang earlier: In works of sovereign power – come shake the earth again[endnoteRef:7]! [7:  https://grahamkendrick.co.uk/restore-o-lord/ ] 

· Crying out for God to bring justice. Bring your righteous judgement to bear.
· So often – look at mess of our world – fundamentally caused by human sin – throw hands up – do? 
· Try: strive – justice – peace – equality.
· In end: Come, Lord Jesus “Maranatha” – ancient Aramaic word – saying same thing as Habakkuk.
· Significant – v last words of B[endnoteRef:8]: [Jesus] says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Global Church responds: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. [8:  Revelation 22:20] 

· Come and do your awesome deeds of judgement again Lord. Only you can sort this mess. Beyond us!

Remember Mercy
· Some thinking: isn’t God supposed to be love? /Loving: scary!
· Yes, to his own ppl – forgiven, redeemed ppl: loving Father – everything a Father should be – perfect in every way.
· But to his enemies: terrifying judge – fear. 
· Difference is Jesus. 
· Dare not approach this God unless: sin atoned for. 
· When you come to him through the Lord Jesus – welcomes you as a forgiven and deeply-loved child.
· If you come on your own: you will find he is the judge of all the earth who holds you accountable for everything ever done. 
· Both: God of love & God of justice. The one who brings all that together is Jesus!
· Habakkuk knows that too! in wrath remember mercy.
· He knows: he deserves judgement too – he’s a sinner too – he’s part of the problem as we all are.
· Remember – 2:4 righteous will live by faith[endnoteRef:9]. [9:  Habakkuk 2:4] 

This is faith: listen!
v16 I heard and my heart pounded,
    my lips quivered at the sound;
decay crept into my bones,
    and my legs trembled.
Yet I will wait patiently for the day of calamity
    to come on the nation invading us. – trust God – do justice in all the earth. Believe his word – in control
v17 Though the fig-tree does not bud
    and there are no grapes on the vines,
though the olive crop fails
    and the fields produce no food,
though there are no sheep in the sheepfold
    and no cattle in the stalls, - even if everything I know is utterly destroyed – lose everything
v18 yet I will rejoice in the Lord,
    I will be joyful in God my Saviour. – highlight verse!
· He trusts in God his saviour. Trusts that God will save him from judgement. He’s putting his faith in God’s promise to save. 
· In spite of the loss – destruction - violence -> joyful – rejoice in the Lord.
· /Denial. Ignoring world around.
· Eyes of faith - seeing the bigger picture.

Do with all this? Respond?
I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, LORD. 
Repeat them in our day, in our time make them known!
In wrath, remember mercy.
· Pr for the Lord to repeat what he’s done in the past.
· Pray for renewal of this city:
· In lifetime of some here[endnoteRef:10] [10:  Listing of all historic churches in Stoke-on-Trent https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/staffs/vol8/pp276-307#h3-s5 . ] 

· 126 Methodist churches. Just Methodists!
· Within 5mins walk of here:
· Park Congregational Church
· Railway Mission – car park of Stoke Rep theatre - Leek Road
· Nazarene Church – Leek Road – Staffs Uni car park
· Methodist chapel – end Cauldon Road
· CofE – St Jude’s housing complex
· Pentecostal church – Stoke Road – opp Afghan restaurant.
· By God’s grace: only one left! 
· This city: Waves of Methodist revivals – Congregationalists (us!) – Pentecostals (also us!)
· Change in the air.
· Among intellectuals – Christianity: almost cool again. Speaking about faith: /taboo. 
· /Complacent just b/c we’re full. 
· Great swathes of society – /idea what a Xn is - /idea: Jesus. 
· Rom 10:14 How…can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? Our job. /Mine. Ours.
· HE, XE coming soon.
· Pr renewal - revival! 
· Pray for personal renewal:
· Maybe God moved powerfully in your life once – past – you can look back to a time – satisfied with God alone. Hungered for righteousness – filled[endnoteRef:11].  [11:  Matthew 5:6] 

· Other things come in now. Heart was a carefully tended garden – but now weeds have sprung up – choking the plants and flowers. 
· Garden you once so carefully cared for and tended – now overgrown - weeds: all kinds of worries – all kinds of temptations – comforts.
· Start weeding. J: Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well[endnoteRef:12] [12:  Matthew 6:33] 

· How respond? Come back to the cross. 
· Admit faults - failures – weaknesses.
· Back to Jesus Christ, the Righteous One our advocate with the Father - the atoning sacrifice for our sins[endnoteRef:13]. [13:  1John 2:1-2] 

· How is he our advocate? Speaks in our defence: taken their sin – his – her – died for is – declared righteous. 

Pr - communion

Prayer: Prayer of confession
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against You
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You
with our whole heart and mind and strength.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been,
help us amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be,
so that we may delight in Your will

Lord’s prayer (traditional)
Our Father in heaven, 
	hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth 
	as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
	as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, 
	but deliver us from evil.
For Yours is the kingdom,
	the power, and the glory
	Forever and ever. 
		Amen.

· For believers in Lord Jesus – sign of unity among us. 
· Not walking w Jesus today? V welcome. /Disrespect this. Go past. No problem.

Break bread while saying...
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’[endnoteRef:14] [14:  1Corinthians 11:13] 


Pour wine while saying...
Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins[endnoteRef:15]. [15:  Matthew 26:28] 


Our tradition is to eat the bread when it is received; but wait and drink together.
Distribute bread, followed by wine.

Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.[endnoteRef:16] Maranatha – come Lord Jesus! [16:  1Corinthians 11:25-26] 

All drink

Prayer (Jon Coulthard)

Sing: Lord I Have Heard Of Your Fame (Remember Mercy) (SoF896)
Prayer (Jon)
Sing: When Peace Like A River (P804)

Benediction



