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· Heard 3 stories of people coming to faith in JX – baptised today. 
· Just now: historic account of another man coming to faith -> baptised.
· Ends: he went on his way rejoicing – my aim: you to rejoice – have joy today – b/c discovered the same glorious truth as that man.

Who is he?
· Impt: Queen of Ethiopia’s accountant. In charge of her whole treasury. 
· Hugely impt – influential – wealthy. In UK: Chancellor of Exchequer.
· Travelling in a chariot. 
· Reading his own copy of scriptures. Pre-printing press: hugely expensive!
· A man in his position: have anything he wanted. 
· Eat best food, stay in finest hotels, drink finest wines. 
· Seats of his Ferrari chariot were covered with the finest and most fashionable highland goatskin. 
· I’m sure as he went past – with his entourage – people would have stopped and stared. In envy – in wonder.
· Jewish: Believed in God. /Atheist.
· On way home from Jerusalem – gone there to worship. Presumably one of religious festivals. 
· 2,600miles[endnoteRef:1] - weeks of travel. Maybe once/lifetime pilgrimage - very devoted.  [1:  4,200km from Addis Ababa to Jerusalem and would take about 61 hours to drive, or 39 days of non-stop walking, on modern roads (according to Google Maps).] 

· No doubt he was grateful to God for all he had.
· I imagine he prayed. Definitely read scriptures. I’d like to think he was generous and kind.
· But still: something missing. Emptiness. How know?
· As he’s reading his own Jewish scriptures – one of most famous passages. He can sense there’s more –> things /understand. 
· In spite of all he has: all the joys and pleasures money can buy – all the finest things in life – he senses there is more. 
· In spite of all his religion – sure he was a very good man – very religious – very devoted – something missing.
· I wonder if you have the same sense? There must be more.
· Years ago – before many of you born: Freddie Mercury & Michael Jackson recorded “There must be more to life than this”[endnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZZjCrkTLj_0 ] 

· When you look at the state the world is in: violence – hate – selfishness: more? Answers.
· Or at nature around you: stars – sunset – fragility of a newborn baby: must be more to life than what I can see.
· You today? Maybe you’re more like this Ethiopian man 2,000 years ago than you realised?

His lightbulb moment
· Amanda talked about her lightbulb moment. When the lights turned on – saw everything in a new way. This was his.
· Ppl come to faith: all kinds of different ways
· Many young – some older – like our 3 today
· Some: one event – 1 date, time. Many others: slowly – course of months or years. One day: think: actually I’ve believed this for a while!
· Some: blown away by the love and acceptance of God – others: fear of hell and judgement.
· This man: im scene: sitting in his chariot – contemplating 
· Reading the scriptures: 
· Just say: puts himself in the path of blessing. Know God: read his word. Hang round with Xns. Go to ch. 
· Reading Isaiah 53[endnoteRef:3] – not understanding it. Who is it talking about?  [3:  He was reading it in the Greek translation of the day, the Septuagint. Hence the minor differences with the Hebrew original.] 

He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
Who can speak of his descendants?
For his life was taken from the earth.
· Riddle: Reading it – picking over in his mind: Someone:
· Going to their death – like a sheep – lamb. 
· Jewish mind: conjures up images of ritual slaughter – sacrifice.
· Humiliated. /Noble death. Awful death.
· Deprived of justice: terrible injustice at the heart of this -> innocent man – s/o blameless.
· In spite of that: go to death silently - /opening his mouth
· /pleading his case - /anger, cursing, fighting. 
· Willing as his life is taken.
· Who? Isaiah talking abt himself? Or s/o else?
· As Philip runs up alongside his chariot: he’s pondering – reading out loud[endnoteRef:4]: Do you understand what you’re reading?  [4:  https://medium.com/@luisastre7/the-rise-of-silent-reading-why-people-started-reading-in-silence-c123a012c8a1 ] 

· How can I unless someone explains it to me
· Sure, I can help with that.
· Come on up then.
· Good news – gospel - about Jesus. 
· Might be tempted to think: why does he care abt good news? He’s already got all the good news he could ever want: look at him in his fancy chariot – everything this world has to offer - at his fingertips – and a good man to boot: very religious – very devoted.
· But as soon as he hears the good news about Jesus: realises this is what I need. 
· He is what I need. This is what I’ve been waiting for!
· What’s the good news?
· Jesus is that sacrificial lamb.
· The Son of God: came from heights of heaven – to earth – to us – to a poor, downtrodden part of the world – to the ultimate humiliation: death on a cross.
· Greatest act of injustice in human history. Perfect, sinless one – to death for us. Bearing all our sin & shame.
· Went willingly – uncomplainingly - to death – for us – to save us. 
His response
· All suddenly makes sense. He believes!
· As they’re travelling along – Ethiopian man sees a river – lake or something: I want to be baptised. 
· Let’s do it – now. 
· Right now? Right now. 
· Mark this occasion. Nothing you can say: talk me out of how significant this moment is. 
· Go down into water – Philip baptises him. As a sign that his sin is washed away. 
· Faith in Jesus: done what all his religion couldn’t. 
· No sacrifice – no pilgrimage was enough. 
· No amt money could relieve his conscience & satisfy his soul. 
· Love what Adrian said: I felt like throughout my life I’ve had to prove myself – exhausting. 
· Maybe today: know what that’s like – try to be a better person – but you never get far.
· Either end up proud, smug – looking down at everyone else. 
· Or in despair –as Ben said: the common denominator in my life – problems – upsets I’ve caused – is me. So often, I’m the problem. 
· Despair: what can I do – I /get away from me!
· But this life that Jesus offers – this forgiveness: you don’t have to do something to get it - /prove yourself worthy.
· In fact: essential: give up on trying to prove yourself worthy. Must come with nothing. 
· This life & forgiveness Jesus offers: it’s a gift.
· A Xn is someone who knows they need forgiveness – instead of just trying harder & harder to do better - turns to Jesus.
· That Ethiopian man went away rejoicing that day. 
· B/c all his sin was atoned for. 
· All his failures – all his past: washed away. 
· For him: picture of his sin washed away – carried off downstream like dirt – eventually into sea never seen again. 
· That’s what Jesus offers: sin & guilt carried off like the dirt is washed off your body when you have a bath. Down the plughole – never seen again. 
· /Filter it out and deliver it back to you: gone. 
· Only possible b/c J dealt with it. 
· He died in my place – he was punished instead of me. 

Response:
· Walking w Jesus: sense of joy at sin washed away. Take this stuff so for granted. So easy for glorious truths to lose their shine. 
· Hope: inspired by the joy of these 3 baptised today. Seek that joy again.
· New? Guest? Never had that experience – all a bit mysterious. Qns?
· Put yourself in the path of blessing like he did.  
· A guide for the dry
· Course: HE. Sign up on our website
· Moment of quiet: 
· Respond in own heart. Pray. Admit need help? Commit to finding out more. Ready even to give your life to him today. Come. 
· Fearful. But J said: Whoever comes to me I will never drive away[endnoteRef:5] [5:  John 6:37] 


Pr: Thx: very much active among us. Still speaking – intervening – changing. Help us seek you. Put ourselves in the path of blessing. Pr baptizees.
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