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#3 Praying & Waiting (1v12 - 2v1)

· Little book of Habakkuk: all abt faith in troubled times.
· When everything is crashing down around you – when disaster looms – when it feels like the earth itself is giving way under your feet[endnoteRef:1] -> find yourself questioning God – why Lord?  [1:  Psalm 46:2] 

· Story so far:  
· Hab looks round his world: words like: violence – injustice – strife - conflict – feeling hemmed in. V relatable.
· But as Hab cries out to God – feels like /listening.
· Lord’s response when it comes: /wants to hear: another nation is coming – destroy yours. War – ugly. They will win.
· Saw that God is in control of world affairs – nations rise – fall. Deposes kings – PMs – governments - raises up others[endnoteRef:2]. History is under divine control. [2:  Daniel 2:21] 

· Have no doubt: this week, the Lord has removed 7 Conservative MPs in our area and replaced them with 7 Labour MPs – either for our blessing or for our judgement.
· Today: Prayer – when trouble comes -> pr. H talking to God abt his situation. 

Pray with faith (1:12-13a)
· When you start to pray: start by encouraging yourself abt who your God is. 3 things: God is eternal – supreme – holy. 1:12-13 
Lord, are you not from everlasting?
My God, my Holy One, you will never die[endnoteRef:3]. [3:  From the .NET notes: The MT reads, “we will not die,” but an ancient scribal tradition has “you [i.e., God] will not die.” This is preferred as a more difficult reading that can explain the rise of the other variant. Later scribes who copied the manuscripts did not want to associate the idea of death with God in any way, so they softened the statement to refer to humanity.” In addition, the NIV takes the more likely translation because it fits with the rules of Hebrew poetry, mirroring the first half of the line.] 

You, Lord, have appointed them to execute judgment;
you, my Rock, have ordained them to punish.
Your eyes are too pure to look on evil;
you cannot tolerate wrongdoing.
· God is eternal
· Acknowledging: I am small - my life is short. You God: eternal. 
· We are mortal – frail. You: never die.
· My understanding – mind: limited. 
· Ack: you may have plans far beyond my ability to see – or guess – secret things that belong to you alone[endnoteRef:4]. [4:  Deuteronomy 29:29] 

· Place of humility before you. /Tell him what to do. Place right. 
· God is sovereign
· Theological word: King. Supremely over everything. /Stand in his way. /Oppose him.
· H: you have appointed them – Babylonians – to execute judgement – to punish. 
· Acknowledging: Has power to raise up leaders & nations – to achieve whatever purposes he has in mind. Power to do that. 
· Right to punish too. You are the supreme judge of our world. 
· /Hide from your all-seeing eyes.
· /Escape from your righteous judgement.
· /Gets away with it. Justice will always be done in the end. Maybe /in our world – fragile human systems – but judgement is coming that is perfect – pure – righteous. 
· Does that terrify you this morning? Idea: every action – word spoken - every thought – forensically examined by God.
· Condemnation & judgement awaits – for every time you have fallen short of God’s pure standards.
· Outside of X: should. 
· Notice something glorious?
· Same breath - in the face of catastrophic judgement – H calls God his “rock”.
· In fear of your judgement: I will /run from you, Lord. Run to you. You: place of safety. 
· When the raging floodwaters of judgement rise up. Need a rock to stand on. Run to the rock. Stand on the rock. 
· And we know – that rock is Christ. He is our judge but he is also our saviour. Only hope to escape judgement on our sin.
· To us: the one who holds us accountable – is also the one who loves us and bears in himself the penalty for our failure. 
· So is he your hope today – only hope? In face of judgement – are you standing on rock that is JC today? Do that even as I’m speaking.
· God is holy
· You are too pure to look on evil
· In contrast: we’re /like that!
· On a good day: look away – but how easily we can see sin - /avert our gaze. 
· In fact – find it enticing – enjoyable.
· Apostle John: loving “the world” - the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life[endnoteRef:5]. So enticing: drawn in. [5:  1John 2:15] 

· God cannot tolerate any kind of evil. 
· We find it so easy to tolerate wrongdoing. He /apathetic. He /shrugs – whatever.
· So when we think honestly about ourselves – and our society – we may complain – rightly complain about injustice and evil – but we have to be honest and admit that I am part of the problem. 
· Even as a Xn – battle in me – part of me is holy and hates – despises sin. But part of me: enjoys it too. 
· That’s what makes God holy – there is no part of him at all that is anything less than moral perfection. See all that personified in the Lord Jesus. 
· Everything you ever hoped God is – ever virtue – everything beautiful – everything virtuous – everything that is true – noble – right – pure – lovely – admirable – excellent – praiseworthy[endnoteRef:6] – find it to the max in Jesus.  [6:  Philippians 4:8] 

· Who is the image of the invisible God[endnoteRef:7].  [7:  Colossians 1:15] 

· So that’s where you start when you pray: with the character of God.
· So when your business is failing – child gets sick – own health declines – loneliness or doubt floods over you:
· Say: Lord, lots of things I don’t know or understand – but this I know: you are eternal – sovereign – holy. 
· That’s faith. Come to God in faith.

That’s a great place to pour out your heart to him: to ask your questions. 
Pray with questions (1:13b-17)
· All s/t have qns.
· For Hab: all seems so unfair:
Hab: v13b Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves?
· IOW: I know you are eternal – sovereign – holy. I know our nation is a rotten mess – needs sorting out? But why the Babylonians? They’re worst of the worst.
· Hab says B: like man with a huge fishing net – dragging everything out of the water. 
· Feels like: No chance. Helpless victims.
· And then – even worse – instead of giving glory to God: bows down and worships his net. 
· Like in v11 – to the Babylonians – their own strength is their god.
· They: guilty of the most appalling blasphemy - /honour you with hearts or lips. Use them to bring judgement on us?
· Hab: why do the evil prosper? How come the Babylonians get to win?
· Answer to that: ch2 – catastrophic judgement will fall on them too – in time. 
· So /worry Hab – all be sorted out in the end. 
· I wonder if your heart resonates w same kind of qns? 
· Why do bad ppl prosper? How come ruthless, even evil & corrupt ppl get into places of power? 
· There will always be questions – this world will always be a confusing place – until Jesus returns and wraps everything up. 
· But it’s OK to ask. OK to be frustrated. Pour out heart.

Pray with expectation
· Chapter divisions - wrong! Added about 650yrs ago[endnoteRef:8]. Go to 2:1 [8:  https://www.gotquestions.org/divided-Bible-chapters-verses.html ] 

· So Hab finished praying. What do next? 2:1 I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he will say to me.
· Saying: I’m looking out for a reply from the Lord. 
· Maybe literally went and climbed onto the ramparts – high walls of the city – get a good view – Lord I’m waiting to hear your answer.
· Point: He’s moved on from talking abt problem – now expecting a response: I will look to see what he will say to me.
· There’s a time for questions – sadness – grief.
· Also a time to look to God in faith.
· When you pray – are you then willing to let go of the problem?
· So easily: Kneel: bring this to you Lord – here’s my problem Lord – spread this out before you
· I have no power to deal with this on my own. 
· Weep over my problem – ask searching questions. 
· Please deal w it. Amen.
· Right, now – take it all back – my resp – I will deal w it. 
· Saying? I don’t believe you will respond. I know I ought to pray – even feels natural to pray. But deep down I think I need to deal w this.
· How do you know if you’re doing that? 
· Mind remains filled with the problem. 
· Pr – but still feel anxious. 
· How stop?
· Brutally hard & disciplined w self:
· Soul: trust the Lord w this. Exercise faith. I will stand at my watch.
· I’ve brought it to the KoK – who I know is all-sufficient for my needs – who I know is eternal – sovereign – holy. 
· Leave it with him.
· /Come naturally. 
· We are self-sufficient creatures – want to take back resp. Learn: No: this is yours now Lord – trusting you.
· Only once in a big way. Certain child. Out of options - /do anything for her except pray & hand over her well-being to the KoK. She’s yours now. Let go.
· Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
· Next verse: And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
· When you leave it with him – saying: my burden is now his burden. I /carry this alone. That’s when the peace comes.
· Maybe for some here – need to do same?

Quiet

Pr: 
· Lord – lots of things in this life - /understand - /explain. Good ppl often suffer. Bad ppl often prosper. 
· This morning: bring those people & situations to you that we /control. No power. No ability. Lay our burdens down at your feet.
· In the midst of the storm – cling onto the rock that is Christ.
· Help us to exercise faith – trust you. 
· And may your peace – that transcends all understanding – guard our hearts and minds, in Christ Jesus.

Sing: I cannot tell how he will win the nations – I cannot tell how he will satisfy the needs and aspirations of east and west. So many things I cannot tell. But this I know! Rejoice in the things I know!
Sing: I Cannot Tell


Benediction: 
· Send us out with faith & confidence – that you do heal the broken-hearted – you do calm our lurking fears – you do lift the burdens from the heavy-laden. And that every storm will one day be stilled. 
· Send us out with faith and confidence in Jesus, Saviour of the World, and King.


