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#2 The LORD, sovereign over nations (1v5-11)

Last time: explored Hab’s world: violence – injustice – strife - conflict – feeling hemmed in.
· As Hab cries out to God – feels like /listening.
· We’re left w qn: what are you going to do Lord? 
· LORD’s response: v5 Look at the nations and watch - and be utterly amazed.
· Im Hab: great – do s/t. Going to be utterly amazing!
· But why look at the nations? 
· it’s my nation that’s the problem – why look at other nations? 
· God: I am going to do something in your days that you would not believe, even if you were told.
· New leader: restore justice & peace? Messiah?
· New judicial system: law /paralysed anymore? 
· Great religious revival: turn ppl’s hearts to what is right & true?
· Im: Hab – filled w hope!
· /What he expects – at all! v6 I am raising up the Babylonians

God hears & responds to your prayers (v6)
· Remember H complaint? v2 How long, Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen?
· Deep lament: Where are you Lord? Ignoring it all?
· Wrong! 
· God has been at work. From the moment Hab first opened his mouth, God heard.
· /Just heard: enacting a plan – v6 I am raising up the Babylonians
· /I will raise up – I am raising. Already started. 
· God /at work - past - future -> going to do something in your days.
· Really striking to me – even tho /answer he was hoping for – God heard.
· Even before he’s finished his complaint - there’s action.
· When you pray – dear child of God – he hears. 
· When you pour out your heart to him – lament your situation – cry out “why” – “do something!” – he hears.
· Matthew 6:6-8 when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father
· F: rel w him, in X – critically impt. If he’s your F and you are his child: hear. 
· Is that rel you have w God today? Only through X. Only w him.
· Pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.
· Just wants to hear you ask.

See magnitude of the response:
History is under divine control
· Hab /see it: behind the scenes – far off – in another country. Another nation - God is at work. 
· He’s v6 raising up the Babylonians
· Answer H was expecting? Hoping for? Not at all!
· Sure he expected: more local – then & there.
· Instead: God doing s/t a thousand miles away – H: /possibly expect.
· In this moment: seeing God of Israel – is the God of world – universe – cosmic creator & sustainer. 
· Often say: /local deity.
· 2 pictures of that from 2 other OT prophets.
· Isaiah 40:15,17
Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket; they are regarded as dust on the scales; he weighs the islands as though they were fine dust…
Before him all the nations are as nothing; they are regarded by him as worthless and less than nothing.
· To us: nations are vast – immovable – unchangeable – hugely powerful – for good or evil. What can we do with a nation? 
· For us: election coming up – opportunity to influence future dirn. Enc us to engage if allowed to vote. Honest: v v tiny influence. 
· To God: easy: just another drop of water in a bucket – or some dust – barely register on scales. 
· Isaiah: /think nations out of control - /think: leaders do as they please. 
· God: vastly bigger – greater – powerful. 
· He raises up leaders – deposes them. Raises up nations – brings them down. 
· He’s raised up Kier Starmer – Rishi Sunak – Nigel Farage
· either for blessing or judgement on UK
· more likely: to bless some & bring judgement on others
· Maybe: bring this nation to its knees in desperation – or to raise us up for some other purpose.
· Reason US elections: two such awful candidates: humbling the nation.
· Daniel 2 – 50yrs later? – King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon: dream – vision[endnoteRef:1]. [1:  https://www.crossway.org/articles/who-were-the-nations-in-nebuchadnezzars-prophetic-dream-daniel-2/ ] 

· Head: gold 
· Chest, arms: silver
· Belly & thighs: bronze
· Legs: iron
· Feet: iron, clay.
· Rock – cut out - but not by human hands. 
· Strikes huge statue on feet – whole thing topples & falls – wind sweeps pieces away like dust. 
· But that little rock -> huge mountain that filled the whole world.
· That’s his dream. Daniel tells him what his dream was – impressive. Then Daniel interprets it too:
· Head – gold – Babylon – King Nebuchadnezzar.
· After his empire – another: Persian empire – defeated Babylonians in 539BC
· After them: Greeks – Alexander the Great – 331BC
· After them: Romans – symbolised by iron – 146BC.
· Get picture – kingdom after kingdom – unstoppable – untameable – all-powerful nations – conquering – destroying – mighty global superpowers run by mighty men. One after another.
· Then one day: little stone - /human – divine. Strike the statue – whole thing crashing down. That kingdom: grow and grow - /diff kind of kingdom: /human one – divine. Grow & grow until filled whole earth.
· Daniel 2:20-21 Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are his. He changes times and seasons; he deposes kings and raises up others.
· So /afraid - /think for one moment: world out of control. There’s a plan. Our God: moving behind the scenes – achieve his purposes.
· /Think Prime ministers & presidents & governments do exactly as they please – in opposition to the Lord. 
· There’s a grand plan coming together.
· So when God says to Hab: v6 I am raising up the Babylonians
· God is strengthening them – helping them gain territory – allowing them to win battles – so they can be the answer to H’s prayer.
· There’s a plan – purpose – in world history. /Random. /Out of control.
· In our brief 70yrs on earth – see only a tiny snapshot. Kingdoms & empires & political systems rise & fall. 
· Point: guiding hand on world history. 
· If that’s true: guiding hand on your history too.

The mystery of God’s providence (his will & ways)
· God’s raising up Babylonians. Like? (v6-11)
· Powerful
· v6 sweep across the whole earth
· v9 Their hordes advance like a desert wind 
· v11 they sweep past like the wind and go on
· IOW: unstoppable. /Stop the wind. 
· Violent
· v6 Ruthless – v7 feared and dreaded
· v8 Horses (cavalry) are swifter than leopards, fiercer than wolves.
· v9 gather prisoners like sand – Ab: your descendants like sand[endnoteRef:2] – gather up like sand. [2:  Genesis 22:17] 

· IOW: they are the very thing Hab was complaining abt: violent!
· Proud
· v10 They mock kings and scoff at rulers. They laugh at fortified cities. They know they’re the best & mst pwrful!
· v7 They are a law to themselves and promote their own honour. 
· v11 [their] own strength is their god. 
· IOW: /Bow to God – do what they like. What they worship is themselves. 
· Not at all the answer Hab was expecting or hoping for: basically Lord saying: yes: violence, injustice, strife. 
· Going to bring far more than you can imagine.
· Been there? Pr for good things – but seems to get worse. 
· Mystery here. We usually /know for sure why God takes us through hard experiences. Has his reasons.
· There are things he tells us in his word – and there are things that keeps to himself. Deuteronomy 29:29 The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.
· Think abt: Joseph
· Brothers sold him to some Egyptian slave-traders.  
· 15yrs later: terrible famine. Joseph’s brothers -> Egypt: get food. 
· But God was at work: in the famine - in their slave-trading. 
· In those 15yrs: Joseph: 2nd ^position in Egypt after Pharaoh himself. 
· Family are saved. Judah – one of those brothers: ancestor of J. Protection.
· Think abt Jesus: suffered the greatest injustice – worst suffering -> bring about the most incredible salvation. 
· Peter: preaching – Pentecost: Acts 2:23-24 This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 
· Behind all the evil actions of wicked ppl – God was at work. Absolutely vital.
· Think abt persecution: Jesus: You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Early part of Acts: all in Jerusalem still. Growing. 
· Acts 8:1 A great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria...And they preached the word wherever they went.  
· When soldiers going house-to-house: /imagined: good would come of this. Needed to be pushed out for the sake of whole world. 
· We only see a snapshot of history – his providence: his will & ways – often mysterious to us.
· Maybe out of mercy: what you think would be good – he knows would be bad. Promotion sounds amazing: longer hours – pressure - /cope – family.
· Maybe to build character: perseverance – patience -> learned.
· Maybe to encourage other ppl: see how you trust & remain faithful in darkest place: see this God is worth following.
· Ultimately: /call us to know – calls us to trust.
· Final ex: Genelle Guzman – brought up in Trinidad as a Christian – but left that behind – adult. 
· In WTC – 9/11 - trapped in a stairwell - 13th floor – when building collapsed. 
· Head was pinned between two pieces of concrete – legs trapped by rubble.
· For hours: listened: rescuers' voices, emergency sirens.
· Tried tapping. She tried calling out, but her voice was barely a whimper. She was buried under 90 floors of rubble.
· And so she waited. And while she waited, she had a long talk with God. “God please save my life. Give me a second chance. I promise I will change my life and do your will.”
· Eventually: discovered. The very last person to be pulled out alive.
· Angel: /her! The man who rescued her: /identified – found.
· Much later, she was asked how she had come to terms with what had happened: "The tragedy I suffered was something I needed to go through in order to know Him."

Pr: 
· Ways are mysterious to us sometimes. We love to offer suggestions of how you should answer our prayers & come to our aid. 
· Help us be faithful in trusting your word – you are the God of gods, and the Lord of kings … who changes times and seasons; [who] deposes kings and raises up others.
· Therefore: help us trust you in every circumstance, even when we /see the reason.

Sing: Surely Our God (SoF1523)

Benediction: 
Send us out: homes & places of work: faith & confidence – humbly trusting: God of gods – the Lord of Kings. 

