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[bookmark: _Hlk163371587]#4 Faith is what counts (Numbers 27,36)

· Thinking about treating everyone as equals today. Our short reading reminds us that in the gospel of Jesus, all equal. 
· /Benefit to being from one particular race or gender or social class.
· Bible reading: Galatians 3:26-29

· Bible: A-list celebrities: Abraham – Joseph – Moses – Daniel
· B-list. C-list. 
· Today: really obscure: Daughters of Zelophehad. 
· Shame: heroic women of faith.

4 weeks: book of Numbers
· Explain how book fits together –> help understand - how special: DoZ.
· Numbers: story of Israelities in wilderness. From: saved at Red Sea –> Crossing into Promised land.
· Starts w census – Ch1 Sinai desert in Egypt - find out exactly who came out of Egypt.
· Quite soon: grumbling & complaining starts[endnoteRef:1].  [1:  11:1-3 – ending in fire consuming part of the camp; 11:4-34 – resulting in a plague of rotting meat leading to disease; 12:1-15 – resulting in Miriam getting leprosy; 13:26-14:38 – resulting in that generation being barred from the promised land and 10 of the spies dead; 14:41-45 – resulting in being beaten in battle; 16:1-35 – resulting in Korah and 250 others & families being swallowed up by the earth; 16:41-50 – resulting in 14,700 dying of a plague; 20:1-13 – resulting in Moses being barred from the promised land; 21:4-9 – resulting in many dying of snake bites; 25:1-9 – resulting in 25,000 deaths in a plague; ] 

· Up to ch25 – 10 separate rebellions against the LORD – Moses. 
· Result: none /promised land –> wander 40yrs - desert. 
· Bit by bit – entire generation die out - /see promised land.
· ~40yrs from ch1 - 2nd census – turn to Ch26
· Where? 26:63 These are the ones counted by Moses and Eleazar the priest when they counted the Israelites on the plains of Moab by the [River] Jordan opposite Jericho. Map!
· See promised land now – place God has promised to them – just across the river – so close!
· See heavily fortified city of Jericho[endnoteRef:2]. Rem? Spies: impossible. [2:  Cf 13:28 the cities are fortified and very large] 

· Who? 26:64 Not one of them was among those counted … when they counted the Israelites in the Desert of Sinai. 
· New generation. Qn: will they be any better? Trust? Faithful? Grumble? Will children be better than parents?
· Clue: better! S/t things get better!
· Why? Purpose of census: 26:2 who are able to serve in the army of Israel.
· Preparing to cross over into promised land – military campaign – defeat Canaanites[endnoteRef:3]. [3:  There’s an explanation of this in 33:50-56] 

· In that census – big long list of male clan-leaders. Fighting men. 
· In middle: first mention these 5 remarkable women: 26:33 Zelophehad son of Hepher had no sons; he had only daughters, whose names were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milkah and Tirzah. Odd: must be really impt. 
· So, new generation. What are they like? 
· First ppl we meet: Zelophehad’s daughters.
· Go to ch36 – last ppl we meet: Zelophehad’s daughters.
· New generation of God’s ppl – who will cross into promised land: that story bookended by these 5 women. Look: their story.
· /Accident. Books of B are carefully edited!
· Meant to see these women as examples – this is what the new generation are like.

So what’s their story? Ch27
· Zelophehad – no sons – 5 daughters: 27:1 The names of the daughters were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milkah and Tirzah. 
· Come to M: our father died in the wilderness - /among Korah’s followers – just one of the crowd who died.
· Inheritance? Normal: F -> S. Daughters marry into another family. 
· Us? /Any inheritance – our lineage wiped out: 27:4 Why should our father’s name disappear from his clan because he had no son? Give us property among our father’s relatives.
· Moses prays: v5 Moses brought their case before the Lord
· Seen again & again – faced w difficult situation – new situation: M prays: hero!
· LORD replies: v7 What Zelophehad’s daughters are saying is right. You must certainly give them property as an inheritance among their father’s relatives and give their father’s inheritance to them.
· Maybe think: /sound very heroic – sounds pretty dull! Ancient property law - /came here for today!
· Explain significance:
· See promised land – see Jericho – huge city – massive walls – previous generation listened to the spies: impossible. 
· This generation: making plans to cross over & take possession of land – trusting the Lord to help them win against a seemingly impossible enemy. 
· Trust. Faith.
· These 5 women: looking beyond that – they’re seeing the land – working on assumption: win. 
· Saying: need to resolve property law – so when we win - get the bit of it that is ours! 
· Faith! Looks beyond present circumstances – assumes God is faithful to his promise – assumes they will possess the land - thinks: let’s sort out the legal framework we’ll need.
· They’re getting on with life – on the assumption that God is faithful to his promises.
· That’s faith.
· Ch36 book finishes w these 5 women again. Discovered a legal loophole:
· Try to explain: like all legal things: complicated!
· Whole land of Canaan – carved up between tribes of Israel. They’re from tribe of Manasseh. B/c landowners in Manasseh.
· But if they marry someone from another tribe – eg Reuben – become Reubenites - what gets passed on to their children?
· Could have Reubenite tribe owning land in Manasseh. 
· Trying to honour their F - /land any more.
· They come up with a plan – resolved.
· Point: looking ahead /battle – assuming God will come through for them.
· Looking ahead: /own family life -> decades to children & children’s children. 
· Rock-solid faith in God’s promises & power.
· Book closes w this comment about them: 36:10 Zelophehad’s daughters did as the LORD commanded. 
· Numbers: long book – full of unfaithfulness – grumbling – whinging. Several times when judgement has fallen in spectacular & catastrophic ways. 
· Precious few examples of faith in Numbers. These women did as the LORD commanded - shines like bright light! Meant to see it that way!

Learn?
Numbers: warnings to us as we live Xn life. Warning today? Faith is what counts.

Women are treated as equals in God’s kingdom: faith is what counts
· Patriarchal society. As every society was then.
· But: their voices are heard: Moses & leaders listen.
· Law of the land is changed in their favour: God affirms their view: right. You must certainly give them property…  
· Real sense of equality between sexes here. In a patriarchal society – the fact that 5 young women are the voice of faithfulness & hope – speaks volumes!
· But: /Overthrowing patriarchy.
· Some commentators – academics: daughters of Zelophehad’s: first feminists. 
· /Accurate. Big concern: 27:4 Why should our father’s name disappear? 
· Their demand /equality – good word in a lot of contexts – but here: their concern: family. 
· Concerned: families – children – provided for.
· /Feminism as we know it.
· Their story shows: men & women equally capable of faith & faithful actions.
· We take that for granted in Western culture b/c totally shaped by B.
· Absolutely /self-evident. Many places – world – women /treated as equals. 
· Many places: women treated as 2nd class – deeply embedded into faith of the culture.
· Is true: usually men out front – leading role. Women: supporting role. 
· But it seems to me: Bible takes every opportunity to showcase faith of women – to make it clear: equality btw sexes – in diff roles.
· Ppl commended for their faith – M/F /matter.
Eg: Detour into Romans 16 – after all theology –> greetings – insight into ch life:
· Precious letter to Romans: carried from Corinth to Rome by “Sister Phoebe”.
· v1-2 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church in Cenchrea. I ask you to receive her in the Lord in a way worthy of his people and to give her any help she may need from you, for she has been the benefactor of many people, including me.
· A deacon
· Benefactor – major financial supporter.
· v3 Priscilla & Aquilla
· Church-planting husband-wife team. fellow-workers in Christ Jesus … risked their lives for me. 
· Mentions 2 older women: worked. Maybe widows: /husbands.
· v6 Mary, who worked very hard for you.
· v12 Greet my dear friend Persis, another woman who has worked very hard in the Lord.
· /doing as much as they once did - /forgotten. 
· v12 Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, those women who work hard in the Lord.
· Twins? “work hard in the Lord” – Gk: toil, work to exhaustion.
· Ladies: know what that’s like! 
· Others: Junia, Julia, Rufus’ mother. 
· In all, 10 women get a shout-out.
· Remarkable: in Roman culture where women were downtrodden – couldn’t testify in court – divorced on a whim –> destitute. 
· Here we see: treated as equal partners in ministry.
· The church was radically counter-cultural then, and should be today. 
· Whatever our society does: getting worse for women: normalization of porn. 
· –> dignity, value, care, protection here. /Tolerate anything less.
· In those days women @ very heart of ch life – as they are here.
· Zelophehad’s daughters were pointing the way 3500 years ago! Women of faith – devoted to the Lord – and treated as equals by their brothers.

Briefly: Importance of faith
· Zelophehad’s daughters – ppl of faith.
· They trusted God’s word – made plans on the assumption that God was faithful to his promises. 
· Hebrews 11:6 without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 
· Do you have faith today? 
· Do you believe God exists? And are you earnestly seeking after him?
· How do you do that? 
· By believing what he says. 
· Living out your life – on the assumption that he is faithful to his promises.
· Numbers shows you how to fail. 
· You want to know how to fail? 
· Rebel, chicken out, don’t take God at His Word. 
· You want to know how to succeed? 
· Guts. Confidence. Confidence in God’s promises.
· Those women – looking out into an unknown land – with its fortified cities – massive armies - giants -> trusted God’s promises to them.
· What was true for them – also true for us: can you see across the river - in the distance? 
· Can you see Jericho there awaiting you? Looks scary and there’s giants in the way, but if you trust him – put your faith in God through his Son Jesus – you’ve be OK. 
· The Promised Land is closer than you think. 
· /Give up now, /turn around - /grumble - /doubt. 
· Jesus can get you in: gone ahead of you. 
· What did He tell His disciples? I am going there to prepare a place for you[endnoteRef:4] - get it ready.  [4:  John 14:2] 

· He’s watching, He’s waiting, He says, “Keep going - everlasting inheritance on the other side - if you will believe – faith - keep going”

Quiet

Prayer
· Galatians 3:26 in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith
· Thx: /own good works – /up to us – our performance.
· Help us keep going – help us /doubt - /grumble, complain. 
· Trust promises of your word – look forward to your return w genuine hope & faith.
· Thx: There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
· Make this a place of profound unity we pray – drive out any hint of putting ourselves above others Jesus has died for. Love – honour – respect OA.
· Amen.

Communion
· Communion: 
· Eat bread: gluten-free; Wine: grape juice
· Symbols of Jesus’ body torn apart – blood spilled – at the cross – for us – to bear the penalty for our sin.
· Tiny meal –> great banquet – great celebration – marriage of King Jesus and his bride – his redeemed ppl.
· Those women: concerned about their inheritance. Ours is far better: an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade[endnoteRef:5]. [5:  1Peter 1:4] 

· So if you share in that eager hope of his coming – if you can’t wait for Jesus to return: join with us – proclaim that hope today. 
· Not sure? Fine!

Prayer of Humble Access
We do not presume[endnoteRef:6]  [6:  This is a variation of Shaun Morris’ variation of Thomas Cranmer’s Prayer of Humble Access.] 

     to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
     trusting in our own righteousness,
     but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
     so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord 
     whose nature is always to have mercy.
Bless us therefore, gracious Lord,
     as we eat this bread and drink this wine,
     that our bodies and souls may be cleansed by Christ’s body and blood,
     and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen. 

1John 2:1-2 We have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins

Quiet: reflection & confession

Break bread while saying...
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’[endnoteRef:7] [7:  1Corinthians 11:13] 

Distribute bread

Pour wine while saying...
Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins[endnoteRef:8]. [8:  Matthew 26:28] 

Our tradition is to wait and drink together.
Distribute wine.

Lord Jesus: we proclaim your death – and we rejoice that you are coming again!
All drink

Sing: If Christ Is Mine

Benediction 
When He comes, He’ll lift me high. For all of Christ is all of mine. 
Send us out from here - men & women of faith – eagerly waiting for X return.
Amen!

Kevin DeYoung’s sermon on this passage is fantastic, and I have borrowed from it towards the end: https://clearlyreformed.org/sermon/unsung-heroes-the-daughters-of-zelophehad/ 
· 

Community-group discussion questions

1. What is the issue raised in 27:1-11?
2. Why does Moses bring the case before the LORD (27:5) rather than ruling on it himself?
3. How does the LORD answer?
4. What is the follow-up issue raised in 36:1-4, and how does the LORD answer this time?
5. How do Zelophehad’s daughters respond to this requirement? (36:10-12)
6. In what way do Zelophehad’s daughters set an example for us to follow?
7. What is the inheritance that Christians (and these women) ultimately look to? (Hebrews 11:13-16)
8. Where does this inheritance come from? (1Peter 1:3)
9. Is our inheritance safe? How so? (1Peter 1:4-5)
10. What other things might we be tempted to make the “main thing” rather than the eternal inheritance God gives us in Jesus Christ? How can we keep our eyes fixed on the prize?
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Discussion questions for parents

1. What did Moses do when Zelophehad’s daughters turned to him for help?
a. He prayed! Follow-up question: When have you had to make a tricky decision? How would praying help?
2. Was it fair that Zelophehad’s family would not receive any land since he didn’t have a son? What happened when his daughters asked Moses if they could inherit their father’s land? What does this show us about God?
a. Like God, we should always be fair.
3. How did Zelophehad’s daughters live out their faith?
a. By trusting God’s promise of a land that was coming to them.




