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[bookmark: _Hlk163371587][bookmark: _Hlk163371854]#10 Knowing the Hope you’ve been called to (1:18-20)

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened 
in order that - you may know the hope to which [God] has called you 
· Hope. What is hope?
· Normal English: something I really want – uncertain I’ll get it.
· Hope the weather will be nice tomorrow…
· Hope I win X-Factor
· Apprentice: very hopeful people can sound a bit unhinged! 
· English: something I really want - /idea if it will happen.
· B: quite different: s/t /have yet – but: confident expectation that it’s coming – always something good.
· I have Biblical hope that my wife is cooking a good meal for me today. She told me she would – so I have a confident expectation.
· Work? 
· How can you know what to hope for? 
· How know: what: confidently expect?
· Whatever God has revealed in his word. 
· He is ultimately reliable & trustworthy. 
· So if he says it in his word – I can have hope – confident expectation - that it will happen.
· See how different from normal English? /Vague – specific – certain.
· In a world full of uncertainty, to know the future with rock-solid certainty – is a wonderful thing. Confidence.
· Deeply appealing to world around: 1Peter 3:15 When s/o asks why you have hope – be prepared to give an answer. We should be ppl of hope. Explain why.

Listen:
v18-20 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened 
in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you: 
the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 
and his incomparably great power for us who believe.
That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted 
when he raised Christ from the dead…
· Pr: Father – send Sp: bring light to our hearts to know the hope we’re called to in Jesus today. For those in darkness – maybe those who /even realise – bring light to their eyes today.

Hope is our calling as Christians – called to have hope!
· Hope: short supply in western society.
· For decades – taught in schools & unis: /God.
· /Creator – therefore /meaning - /purpose - /accountability.
· Just biological machines hurtling round a meaningless universe on an unsignificant rock.
· If there /God: Richard Dawkins, biologist, Oxford: there is … no design, no purpose, no evil and no good, nothing but blind pitiless indifference[endnoteRef:1]. [1:  Blind Watchmaker, p133] 

· Empty – bleak - pretty terrifying. Effectively that’s the worldview that’s been taught for decades in west.
· Hardly surprising: hope is in short supply!
· Of course: /actually believes we are just biological machines.
· When you cuddle a newborn baby: /thinking: I’ve been effective in gene-transfer. 
· Thinking: wow – this is a miracle. Need to say thankyou to someone: universe? God?
· If we really believed: biological machines: crush opposition – kill all competing males.
· But we know that’s morally wrong. Put there by God b/c made in his image.
· No God: no hope. Bit later: 2:12 you were … without hope and without God in the world.
· But if you’re a Xn today – he called to you – rescued you – Paul: I pray … that you may know the hope to which [God] has called you
· 2 reasons to be filled with hope.

First reason for hope: you know where you’re going!
· Know FOMO?[endnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.verywellmind.com/how-to-cope-with-fomo-4174664 ] 

· Age of social media: everyone else seems to be having more fun – better life – Instagram-perfect holiday – perfect GF – dream job.
· Feeling inside: I’m just sat here on my own – afraid I’m missing out on all the fun.
· Of course: /real – seeing very best highlights from their life. Perfect family photo. 4 hours of whinging, arguing, fighting beforehand.
· Our world: lives for next experience - /sell you products any more –> experiences. 
· Not part of that - /money for that: FOMO?
· And even when you do: often a bit empty. Xns: we get sucked into this too.
· White-water rafting.
· Great fun – amazing exp. But tinged with disappointment too: done the best – most exciting thing this world has to offer. Only 19! 
· But as Xns: fabulous hope! v18 know the hope he’s called you to…the riches of his glorious inheritance.
· There is nothing richer than the inheritance God has planned for his ppl. 
· When you get your head round what’s coming – such a powerful reason for hope: gets you through – disappointments – frustration – pain – of life.
· Some here: expecting a hefty inheritance one day. Pay off mortgage?
· Many: nothing whatsoever. No family here. Family: broke as you are. Never have much in this world. 
· But whatever riches you might expect to inherit one day - /compared to riches God has for you, in X[endnoteRef:3]. [3:  The grammatical construction in the NIV suggests the inheritance is God’s not ours. Some commentators discuss this, others don’t, and my (non-existent!) Greek is insufficient to determine the correct interpretation. The alternative to the tack I’m taking here is more complicated: that they should have hope because God values his people enough to see them as his own glorious inheritance. That’s also an amazing idea – but not one that’s easily found elsewhere in scripture – and certainly one that’s harder to grasp!] 

· Lots of good things to enjoy in this life: music – love – travel – food – children.
· But /compares to the riches of what’s coming. 
· Warning: if we focus our attention – efforts – energies on this life – it’s pleasures – in here & now -> disappointment – frustration – hopelessness. 
· But God has called you to hope. B/c better coming. 
· We are to think abt bigger things – longer-term things – kingdom things. 
· Knowing you have a hope & a future[endnoteRef:4] -> courage to invest in things the world would say are foolish.  [4:  Jeremiah 29:11] 

· What fool would give up a great career to go and be a missionary somewhere? 
· Chris Payne – leading OMF Japan – very impressive man. Leading a team of 150 ppl – pioneering, difficult, creative, work – lots of opposition, disappointment. 
· Would be CEO of a corporation – 1000s probably. Massive salary.
· Our Indian friend Isaac –> govt dept – multinational corporation. 
· Chosen to invest in Kingdom things – heavenly things. B/c they believe the inheritance is glorious – more glorious than anything this world has to offer.
· /All be missionaries to far-off lands – but all: bigger vision – prize ourselves away from values of this world – fixed on here & now.
· Jesus: Matthew 6:20 store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
· Many of you – and me – storing up treasure in heaven rather than on earth – b/c anything stored there: /damaged, broken, stolen, out of fashion.
· Enjoy things of this life – but /expect them to satisfy – or to last.
· /Put your hope in them – always end up disappointed.
· Xn hope: extends beyond this short life into eternity – be with X – better by far[endnoteRef:5]. [5:  Philippians 1:23] 


Second reason for hope: you have God’s power working in you
v19 his incomparably great power for[endnoteRef:6] us who believe … mighty strength [6:  Unhelpful translation: “for us who believe” – sounds like: power for us to have as our own. Better: “to us who believe” – almost every other translation. To make us into believers.] 

· You know more Greek words than you think!: hyper – mega – dynamis – energia: piling words on!
· Literally /other words Paul could have used to make it sound stronger.
· What is this hyper-mega power?
· v19b the same as the mighty strength [God used] when he raised Christ from the dead.
· IOW: think: what a demonstration of power it was when God raised Jesus from dead.
· All combined forces of human evil & demonic evil – combined together to kill him. God overcame all that – in a moment – conquer death – raise him far above every other name.
· That’s hyper – mega – dynamic – energy - power!
· Reason we have hope: that power in us.
· Mean? 2 things /mean first.
· /Think: God wants to make me a powerful person. 
· Make me CEO of a corporation? God wants me to be powerful? 
· No: Jesus became lowest of low. A servant. Said: 
· Become like a child. Weak. No power at all. (Mark 10:15)
· Want to be great? Become a servant. (Mark 10:43)
· Want to be first? Become a slave to everyone else. (Mark 10:44)
· Take up your cross daily and follow me – copy me. (Luke 9:23) 
· /Be better Xn by ignoring Jesus’ pattern & following world’s ways.
· So – mean?
· /Think: spiritually powerful.
· Like: immense HS power available to you when you pray. If only we prayed with more faith & confidence – resurrection power there for taking.
· Could be. Question: fit with my lived experience as a Xn? 
· Most of us – most of time: exp: great weakness – frustration w spiritual lives.
· I’m not sure that gives me hope – leaves me feeling a bit rubbish. 
· Better explanation:
· This incomparably great power: raised Jesus from dead. Also raised you from the dead: 2:1 you were dead in your transgressions and sins – weren’t interested in following Jesus - /care abt his ppl - /read word - /pray. Meaningless. 
· But 2:5 he made you alive with Christ even when we were dead.
· That’s the hyper – mega – dynamic – energy – power that is in us. Resurrection power!
· Well, you say – doesn’t feel like that big of a deal.
· B/c you don’t realise how dead you were! 
· If you think you were alright before you met Jesus, /see what a miracle he’s done in you.
· Many Xns /have much wonder – amazement – b/c /realise what was needed to bring them to life.
· One day – Luke 7 – religious man invited Jesus – meal.
· As eating – notoriously sinful woman – IOW: woman – sold her body to many men – came and stood behind Jesus, weeping. And as she cries – tears fall on Jesus – bends down – wipes his feet with her hair – kisses his feet.
· Religious leader: outraged!
· If this Jesus – so wonderful – would know what kind of woman she is – why would he let s/o like that touch him!?
· Jesus said: you’ve shown no respect whatsoever for me. You think you’re fine – you /think you need forgiving. That’s why you /care abt me. …Whoever has been forgiven little loves little.
· This woman: her many sins have been forgiven – that’s why she’s showing me such great love. 
· Which is you today?
· Woman: love him with passion
· Religious man – think you’re OK anyway - /love him. 
· More you see sin – bleakness & blackness of own soul – more you’ll love Jesus for saving you. 
· /Try and kid yourself you’re better than you are! Just end up loving him less.
· Hyper – mega – dynamic – energy – power – was needed to make you a Xn.
· To bring you to new life - needed the same power that was needed to raise Jesus from dead. 
· That’s why: Born again. 
· Amazing wonder that is new life. He saved me!
· That’s a great reason for hope!
· I’ve been saved by grace!
· He reached into my tomb and saved me with his mighty power.
· He’s at work in me!
· Finish the job he started.

Quiet
Pray
· Live in a world w/o much hope.
· Thx: through J – hope. Confident expectation:
· Where we’re going
· You are at work in us
· Enlighten our hearts – keep then enlightened Lord, we pray -> help us trust the promises of your word -> we may have confidence as we go into a new week.

I come by the blood, I come by the cross
Where Your mercy flows
From hands pierced for me
For I dare not stand on my righteousness
My every hope rests on what Christ has done
And I come by the blood
Sing: You are the perfect and righteous God

Benediction
Romans 15:13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen Lord, may it be so.



