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[bookmark: _Hlk163371587]#1 Believing God's promises makes us brave (Numbers 13-14)

4 weeks: book of Numbers
· /Put off by title: starts w census. 
· Actually: story of Israel – between two great events:
· Saved from Egypt.
· Enter promised land.
· Spiritually: great picture of Xn life – lessons learned on the journey from getting saved to entering our promised land.
· We’ll look at 4 events warnings to us as we live Xn life.
· 1Corinthians 10:11-12 Reflecting on book of Numbers: These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us … So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!
· /Be complacent, Xn! 
· Pr: So Lord, help us to learn the lessons – heed the warnings of your word. Speak to us and help us listen.

Turn to Numbers 13
Tell story:
· God promised to Abraham: I will make you into a great nation[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Genesis 12:2] 

· 500yrs later: A nation. 
· And although they have a great God, /sure: great nation yet[endnoteRef:2]. [2:  For a deep-dive into the number of Israelites at the Exodus: https://www.gotquestions.org/Israelites-exodus.html ] 

· So far, they are a nation w/o a land.
· Numbers 13:1 The Lord said to Moses, ‘Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the Israelites.’
· Critical promise. Giving this land to you. Fulfilment of promises to Abraham.
· Kind and good thing. 
· Question: What will they do? Will they believe promise?
· So: Moses forms a team to prepare – spy out the land. 12 tribes – 12 men: 13v18-20 See what the land is like and whether the people who live there are strong or weak, few or many. What kind of land do they live in? Is it good or bad? What kind of towns do they live in? Are they unwalled or fortified? How is the soil? Is it fertile or poor? Are there trees in it or not? Do your best to bring back some of the fruit of the land.
· 40days - exploring – spying. Back – community gathers round. News? Tell all! Good news & bad news!
· Good news: v27b it does flow with milk and honey! Bring back pomegranates, figs, grapes. 
· Bad news: v28 the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there.
· Anak: long-neck – v tall. Massai?
· Argument: what to do?
· 2 of the spies - Caleb & Joshua[endnoteRef:3]: [3:  Although only Caleb speaks up here, it’s clear from 14:6,30 that Caleb and Joshua were on the same team!] 

· 13v30 We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.
· But other 10 spies:
· 13v31 We can’t attack those people; they are stronger than we are … The land we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of great size … We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them. 
· /Matter how good the land is - /have it. People: big, scary. Cities: big & scary. They’ll squash us like bugs.
· ^fear – negativity – exaggeration.
· 14:6-9 Joshua … and Caleb … tore their clothes and said to the entire Israelite assembly, ‘The land we passed through and explored is exceedingly good. 
If the Lord is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us. 
Only do not rebel against the Lord. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we will devour them. Their protection is gone, but the LORD is with us. Do not be afraid of them.’
· Repeat together – memory verse! 14:9 The LORD is with us. Do not be afraid.
· Think: surely that speech will win the ppl over!
· v10 But the whole assembly talked about stoning them.
· Result: Moses prays for the ppl. 
· God forgives them (14:20) – but: consequences 14:23 not one of them will ever see the land. 
· 40 years later: only Caleb & Joshua enter in.
· That’s the story – what can we learn?

Believing God’s promises makes us brave!
· Imagine you are Caleb or Joshua. 2 of you. 
· 10 ppl saying you’re crazy: too dangerous - /do it. 
· I wonder how that felt? 
· Uncomfortable position to be in. /Enjoys being in a minority.
· Started: 10 against 2 – hard. 
· By 14:1 – whole community against them – even harder.
· Probably: minority if believe: God’s promises. 
· If we make our decisions just like everyone else does - /do anything brave. Always just go w flow. Fit in.
· Learn to stand on the promises of God’s word.
· That’s why C&J had such courage: 13v30 we can certainly do it.
· They looked at same cities – same walls – same weapons – same tall ppl: concluded – yes. Why? 
· They believed God’s promise that he was giving them the land.
· 14:8 If the Lord is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us. 
· 14:9 the Lord is with us. Do not be afraid of them.
· Only difference. /Esp brave warriors – bigger muscles than the other 10.
· Put their hope – confidence in what God said.
· Looked at same problem – same circumstances.
· Those who believed God’s promise: we can do it.
· Those who didn’t believe promise God: we can’t do it.
· Your bravery in a difficult situation /depend on the situation – depends on whether you believe God’s promises.
· Unlikely: called on – invade. Still less: commanded by God. Apply principle:
· Hebrews 13:5 God has said, ‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you’
· Feel alone? Feel like God is distant?
· /Matter how I feel – God says he will /leave me – I choose to believe his promise to me. 
· Preach that to my own soul: soul – listen up: God /leave me. Feelings: get in line w what he has said is true.
· 1John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
· Feeling guilty – let God down – can he forgive me? 
· Yes! Promises he will. Qn: will you believe his promise? 
· Live in freedom of his acceptance & grace? 
· Or continue in misery & guilt b/c /believed his word to you?
· Matthew 11:28-29 Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
· When weary & burdened – do you come to Jesus – or do you run from him?
· Do you feel like God: disappointed & a bit angry?
· He says: his heart: gentle & humble. 
· Believe what he says? Find rest for your soul when you come to him?
· Philippians 4:6-7 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
· Feel anxious: do? Carry on – power on through on own?
· Pray – trusting him that he will help you – give you peace – guard your heart & mind against crushing power of anxiety.
· Worth saying: C&J’s courage: promise. 
· /Mean you can claim every good thing as a promise. 
· /Promised: business will do well. 
· /Promised: perfect health.
· /Promised: pain-free life – or new car – visa for your spouse.
· S/t heard Xns say: God told me this or that would happen – marry this person – visit this place – this person healed 
· -> standing on that promise. Admire faith. Shaky foundation: /word.

Flip side of coin: Unbelief brings trouble
Think back to 10 spies in the story:
· Fear: 13v28 Afraid of the powerful ppl – afraid of the fortified cities – very big – tall people.
· Exaggeration: 13v32-33 The land devours people living in it (Mean? Spin?) … All the people are of great size. We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them. Why do they exaggerate?
· Made up minds - /want to enter the land. Fear got to them – but /look like cowards -> lie.
· Sin of unbelief -> other sins: lying.
· Negativity: 13v32 they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land
· Unbelief spreads through churches. 
· Faith spreads – so does unbelief. 
· We /do it. Too hard. 
· No, the Lord calls us to faith in X – in his character – in what he has done – in his promises.
· Most of us – by personality – conservative ppl - /risks. 
· But faith s/t calls us to step out of the boat and walk on water. 
· As a church /ones who throw insults at ppl trying to walk on water. 
· Grumbling, Rebellion 
· 14:2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, ‘If only we had died in Egypt! 
· They were slaves in Egypt – go back to misery of slavery.
· End of 14:4 We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt.
· Rebellion against Moses & Aaron – God-given leaders.
· Caleb: 14:7 the land we … explored is exceedingly good. IOW: lying!
· Absolutely nails it: If the Lord is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us. 14:9 Only do not rebel against the Lord. 
· See: this isn’t just fear – exaggeration – negativity – grumbling – rebellion against Moses. This is rebellion against God and his promise. 
· When people – and churches – fail to believe what God says in his word: always -ve effects. Starts small. But escalates. 
· Eventually: ppl & churches fail to believe his word -> outright rebellion against God -> apostacy.
· Very very dangerous. 
· Either believe his word: stand on it – depend on it – build our lives on what he says. Receive all the blessings of doing so.
· Or /believe: give way to fear[endnoteRef:4] - keep on doing that: disaster. [4:  1Peter 3:6] 

· They failed to enter the promised land. God said they were forgiven – but terrible consequences.
· 1Cor 3:15 talks abt @ judgement – some Xns being saved – but only as one escaping through the flames of a burning building. 
· Terrible warning for us today. Trust him & word to you today?

Come to communion in a moment
· There was a man Jesus met – bad situation: I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!
· In that one sentence he encapsulates: life of a genuine believer:
· Yes, I do I do believe! I do! Faith: battered – bruised – doubts – fears – up-down. But there’s faith there. And I want to believe more and better!
· What you’re doing in that moment is putting your hand into the hand of Jesus and saying “Help!”. Wish my heart was warmer. 
· You today?
· Come and remember what Jesus has done for you.
· His body broken – his blood poured out – for your sin.
· Say: my faith is so small & weak. 
· /Matter – what matters is the object of your faith – who your faith is in.
· This is a declaration of faith: trusting your death to deal w my sin –> bring me into this family of faith.
· So this is for believers - /sure? /Take.

Quiet
Pray
· Thx: God who keeps his promises – thx therefore: stand on your word – be brave to face whatever is coming our way.
· Help us to carefully read, trust, and obey Your Word. 
· Bring hard situation to Lord now…
· Help me /afraid -> trust You – goodness – promises in this situation. 
· Help me preach to myself: 14:9 the Lord is with [me]. Do not be afraid.
· Put my and into yours & ask for help. I do believe. Help me overcome my unbelief.

Lord’s prayer (traditional)
Our Father in heaven, 
	hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth 
	as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
	as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, 
	but deliver us from evil.
For Yours is the kingdom,
	the power, and the glory
	Forever and ever. 
		Amen.

Break bread while saying...
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’[endnoteRef:5] [5:  1Corinthians 11:13] 


Pour wine while saying...
Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins[endnoteRef:6]. [6:  Matthew 26:28] 


Our tradition is to eat the bread when it is received; but wait and drink together.
Distribute bread, followed by wine.

Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.[endnoteRef:7].  [7:  1Corinthians 11:25-26] 

We drink together as a sign of our unity.

Sing: By Faith

Benediction – based on Psalm 119:15-16
· Lord as we go from here into the coming week, may this be true of us:
· I meditate on your precepts and consider your ways.
I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your word.
· Help us to stand on every promise of your word. AMEN


Community-group discussion questions

1. Read 1Corinthians 10:1-12. See if you can identify the four stories from the time between the escape from Egypt and entering the promised land.
a. Under the cloud (v1) refers to Exodus 13:20-22
b. Passed through the sea (v1) refers to Exodus 14:21-22
c. Spiritual food and drink (v3-4) refers to Exodus 16:13-15 and Exodus 17:6
d. Bodies were scattered in the wilderness (v5) refers to Numbers 14:35
e. Idolatry (v7) refers to Exodus 32
f. Sexual immorality (v8) refers to Numbers 25
g. Testing God’s patience (v9) refers to Numbers 21:6
h. Grumbling (v10) comes up again & again, but probably refers to Numbers 16:11,31-33.
2. How does 1Corinthians 10:11-12 help us understand the purpose of the book of Numbers for us today?
a. We live in the in-between salvation (escape from Egypt) and heaven (entering the promised land. We can apply the lessons of faith as warnings not to be complacent as Christian people.
3. What do the spies discover, and how truthful are they when they report back?
a. It is a good land (13:27b) - but they are very fearful and don't believe it can be theirs (13:28,31).
b. They exaggerate a lot of the difficulties.
4. How does the community respond to the spies' report? (14:1-4) What makes their reaction so shocking?
a. Raised voices - weeping - grumbling: against their leaders, wanting to go back to Egypt, choosing a new leader.
b. Egypt represented slavery - now they want to go back!
5. Caleb accuses them of rebellion against God (14:9). Why?
a. They had been "saved" as they experienced God's miraculous rescue plan - Passover, pillar of cloud, crossing Red Sea, destruction of Egyptian army, provision of food, water from the rock etc. Now they fail to believe God's promise to do good to them. What more could he have done to convince them he was for them?
6. If the community had believed God's promise to them, how might the story ended differently? What can we learn?
a. Because they failed to believe God's word to them, they suffered the weighty consequence of not entering the promised land. Believing his promises to us will help us journey toward heaven. Unbelief will always hinder us.
7. Read Hebrews 3:7-14. What should we encourage one another to do? What practical steps can we take?
a. Don’t become hardened by the sin of unbelief. That means we need to encourage one another regularly – daily even – because on our own we can quickly stagnate in our faith.
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Discussion questions for parents

1) Learn the memory verse together: 14:9 The LORD is with us. Do not be afraid.
2) Imagine you were Caleb or Joshua. What does it feel like to be saying something different from most other people? Have you ever been in that situation?
3) Why do you think some of the spies were afraid and Caleb and Joshua weren’t?
4) Where did God promise to bring the Israelites? Where has God promised to bring people who trust in Jesus? oH
5) How can we show we trust in Jesus? (We believe his word!)





