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#7 Chosen in Christ before Creation (1v4-5)

[bookmark: _Hlk160792191]v4 [God] chose us in [Christ] before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love [God] predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ.
v11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to [God’s] plan.
· What on earth? Matter? 
· Some Xns: controversial. Say: glorious!
· Qn: Why are you a Xn here today? (Assuming you are)
· Did you choose him? Or did he choose you?
· Those verses: [God] chose us in [Christ] before the creation of the world
· Before born – before anyone born – before creation – before Gen 1:1. God chose who he would save. 
· Some of you – already thinking: so unfair! In saving some – condemns the rest – no chance. No![endnoteRef:1] Bible verse & illustration: [1:  For a blunter version: read Romans 9:14-21. The argument is pretty simple really: God chooses who he will – don’t talk back to God, mere human!] 

· Romans 3:10-12 There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.
· All deserve condemnation. But in his sheer mercy and love: some: chooses to rescue and save.
· When we get to ch2 – see how he does that.
· Illustration: prison wing full of fraudsters. All did the crime – now doing the time. All deserve to be there. 
· One day: one gets call – grab your things – leaving. Person who you defrauded: dropped charges – forgiven debt – paid fine for you instead.
· Is that unfair on others? No: deserve.
· For the one chosen: hugely grateful – change life!

Make this doctrine really practical:
Being chosen in Christ leads to… Praise! 
This whole section: poem of praise: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. For – 1st example: spiritual blessing F has given: he chose us in Christ before the creation of the world. 
· So what do? Praise!
· I was dead and now I’m alive. 
· I was lost and he found me!
· I was a rebel – now I’m a willing follower.
· All that changed: /came to my senses and started to follow Jesus. 
· Fundamentally b/c he rescued me! He saved me! 
· He reached down in mercy and made Jesus attractive to me!
· I /fix myself. Xn /self-help guide. 
· God is the instigator in all this: the Father chose to save me – sent his son to save me – put his Spirit in my heart so when I heard the gospel: /reject it – believed it! His doing! To him be all the glory!
· He gets all the praise b/c it’s all his doing. I’m just the unworthy recipient.
· Even when we say we’re saved by faith -> that faith /spring up from me –> his gift to me. 
· Caused faith to arise in me: 2:8 it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.
· When you get this stuff: He gets the praise – and I get humble.
· Echo with JtB: He must become greater; I must become less[endnoteRef:2] [2:  John 3:30] 


Being chosen in Christ leads to… Evangelism
· S/t ppl critique this doctrine: if it’s all God’s doing: sit back – he will save who he will save – all determined in eternity past anyway. 
· Why bother w evangelism?
· Of course, some: extreme position. Mostly in history![endnoteRef:3] [3:  http://www.romans45.org/articles/hypercal.htm ] 

· Balanced view: exact opposite: history tells us this doctrine: great motivator to evangelism[endnoteRef:4]. Why? [4:  https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/does-calvinism-kill-missions/ ] 

· In eternity past, God has chosen ppl who will one day her the gospel -> instead of rejecting it: cause their cold dead hearts - respond to it. Will be effective in them.
· Just preach gospel: Jesus. And some will believe. 
· 2 examples: 
· Paul & Barnabus – preaching – happy days: Acts 13:48 they were glad and honoured the word of the Lord; all who were appointed for eternal life believed.
· Makes evangelism much simpler actually! 
· All we have to do is speak. Let God do his thing. 
· /Manipulate ppl’s emotions - /promise them happiness or wealth.  
· Later: moved on to diff city – talking abt Jesus - opposition: Acts 18:9-10 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: ‘Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city.’
· Keep on speaking – keep on evangelising - /stop - /give up. Why? I’ve got ppl here – waiting to hear the gospel.
· Msg for youthworkers – CU – office – TF – TI: /be afraid – keep on speaking – your evangelism will be successful: God has many ppl in this city.

Being chosen in Christ leads to… Moral transformation
Colossians 3:12-13 As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.
· Knowing he’s chosen you – do to you?
· Knowing you are the utterly unworthy and undeserving recipient of God’s kindness and favour – he’s chosen to dearly love you? 
· Do?
· Humblest, meekest person on earth. 
· What do I have to show off about? 
· Makes me more compassionate – kinder – humbler – gentler – patient. Helps me forgive other ppl b/c God’s forgiven me for far worse.

Being chosen in Christ leads to… Confidence
This doctrine gives you confidence in face of suffering & even death:
Romans 8:31-39 If God is for us, who can be against us? … Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: ‘For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.’ No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
· Supreme confidence! See why?
· Saying: if God has chosen me – he’s made me his own – changes how I think about suffering of all kinds:
· If s/o condemns me: such a hypocrite! Say you’re Xn – but I’ve seen you on your worst day. Satan plays this game: whispers in ear: Such a failure. 
· What /to do: I’m trying hard – I’m better than I was – …but I also give to charity. Noooo!!
· Do? You’re right – I am a hypocrite – far worse than you realise – deserve: wrath & condemnation. 
· It’s God who justifies! My hope is in him - /me. 
· /Abt my performance – Father: chosen me. Jesus: died for my sins on that cross. 
· Other kinds of suffering: nothing can separate us from the love of Christ.
· Hardship might come to my door: financial trouble – visa problems – job – health - children
· Persecution b/c of faith in Jesus – Thurs night.
· Or famine – or any other natural disaster
· Or nakedness – extreme poverty
· Or danger or sword – war.
· Whatever we might face in life: nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ. Nothing. Why? 
· Chosen by the Most High God –> with all faults – failings - poured his love upon me.
· Some of you: choose a 2nd hand car. No idea what you’re getting. Looks great on the garage forecourt. Alternator’s about to fail. Diesel particulate filter: full & broken. 
· God saw exactly what he was getting: a rebel and a sinner – so why would he ever withdraw his love? 
· What can possibly get in the way of his love?
· Supreme confidence he will /leave you nor forsake you.

End
· So how do you know if you’re one of his chosen? How do you know if you’re predestined for adoption to sonship?
· Easy: You believe! Listen: John 3:36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them.
· So if you’re not sure today – am I truly saved?
· In the name of Jesus: say – come – take him as your Lord and saviour – greatest treasure today. 
· Put your faith in him – trust him. He never rejects s/o who comes to him in faith. 
· /Worry abt whether chosen or not - /matter. Anyone can come. He commands you to come & receive. To put your faith in his Son.
· Imagine a cross[endnoteRef:5] like the one on which Jesus died, so large - door in it. Over the door were these words Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened…you will find rest for your souls. – let the one who is thirsty come[endnoteRef:6] [5:  https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/justintaylor/2010/06/11/two-views-of-the-same-door/ ]  [6:  Revelation 22:17] 

· Represent free - universal offer of the gospel. 
· Message - salvation - for everyone. Every man, woman, and child who will come to the cross is invited to trust in Jesus Christ and enter eternal life.
· When you go through the door –> happy surprise on other side: 
· Glancing back can see these words from Ephesians 1 written above the door: chosen in [Christ] before the creation of the world.
· When you make a decision to follow Christ -> find: God made a decision for you in eternity past[endnoteRef:7]. [7:  In the words of the 1990’s Christian band, Delirious: “I have chosen to believe, believing that you’ve chosen me!” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6c7uYGJz5A ] 

· Some: which is it then? Did I choose Jesus – or was I chosen by God to believe?
· Both-and, not either-or. Bible clearly teaches both. 
· But I can’t get my head round it – so be it! 
· Mystery – paradox. Bit like railway tracks running off into eternity – need both. Only have 1 – train will derail!

Take a moment to respond in silent prayer.

Communion
Revelation 1:5-6 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood … to him be glory and power for ever and ever!
· That’s who we come to when we come to communion: 
· Jesus Christ: loves us – freed us from our sins by his blood.
· When we confess our sins – remember he loves us.

[bookmark: _Hlk160891674]Prayer: Prayer of confession (say together)
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against You
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You
with our whole heart and mind and strength.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been,
help us amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be,
so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways,
to the glory of Your holy name.
Through Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Prayer of Humble Access[endnoteRef:8] [8:  This is a variation of Shaun Morris’ variation of Thomas Cranmer’s Prayer of Humble Access.] 

We do not presume 
     to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
     trusting in our own righteousness,
     	but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
     so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord 
     whose nature is always to have mercy.
Bless us therefore, gracious Lord,
     as we eat this bread and drink this wine,
     that our bodies and souls may be cleansed by Christ’s body and blood,
     and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen. 

[bookmark: _Hlk160891683]Lord’s prayer (traditional) – say in own language if you prefer
Our Father in heaven, 
	hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth 
	as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
	as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, 
	but deliver us from evil.
For Yours is the kingdom,
	the power, and the glory
	Forever and ever. 
		Amen.

Break bread while saying...
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’[endnoteRef:9] [9:  1Corinthians 11:13] 


Pour wine while saying...
Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins[endnoteRef:10]. [10:  Matthew 26:28] 


Our tradition is to eat the bread when it is received; but wait and drink together.
Distribute bread, followed by wine.

Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.[endnoteRef:11].  [11:  1Corinthians 11:25-26] 

Let us drink together as a sign of our unity in Jesus.
All drink

Prayer (Wendy Jr)

Sing: 	1st: The Mystery Of The Cross (Jesus Thank You)
2nd: In Christ Alone

Benediction
· Thankyou Father, that you chose us before creation – to be holy & blameless in your sight. 
· Thank you that through Jesus, that is accomplished. 
· Send us out now, in the power of your Spirit – to live and work to your praise & glory. Amen.








