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Why the Trinity matters
· S/t even Xn ppl think: just over-complicating things?
· Why /we just say we believe in 1 God, like Jews & Muslims & Jehovah’s witnesses – leave it.
· Restaurant: mint - /eat. 
· Trinity: /optional way to round off the meal?
· How today: Main course![endnoteRef:1] [1:  Adapted from Mike Reeves, The Good God. pxii] 


Ancient Babylon: Enuma Elish[endnoteRef:2] - creation story. [2:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/En%C3%BBma_Eli%C5%A1 – it’s likely that Genesis 1&2 are partly a rebuttal of this story.] 

· There are a bunch of gods - really annoy each other, fight a lot, kill each other. 
· Create wind, earth, fire, planets and stars as weapons to fight each other with. 
· Marduk[endnoteRef:3] – ^powerful – rips one of the other gods in half - uses her corpse to fashion the earth and skies.  [3:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statue_of_Marduk ] 

· Bright idea: if we had some servants – do all work for us -> /arguments. 
· Marduk: blood of another god -> create humans –> servants - so he can get on with a life of leisure.
· Our purpose then, is to serve the gods. Slaves to them. 
· Master – slave. 
· All 1-person gods are like that. He creates so he has servants – slaves.
· Most ppl who reject God: that’s the god they’re rejecting: greedy – self-centred – power-hungry. Think abt friends – Stephen Fry.

Bible: utterly different! 
· God is also 3 – exists for all eternity in loving community.
· Gen 1:26-27 God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness...
· Plurality – God is more than one
· So God created mankind in his own image,
    in the image of God he created them;
    male and female he created them.
· Singularity – God is one.
· Complexity here!
· Elsewhere: Many places[endnoteRef:4]: God is 1 – monotheists. [4:  Eg. Is 43:10, 44:6, 44:8; John 17:3; 1Cor 8:5-6] 

· Isaiah 45:5 I am the LORD, and there is no other;
    apart from me there is no God.
· Deuteronomy 6:4-5 Hear, O Israel: the LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 
· God is one – united - no battles in him – no anger, war. 
· So God is 1 and also 3. Why matter?
· At the heart of everything, there is a God whose character is built on love and community.
· Theologians: God: 3 persons
· Equally God. F=God; S=God; Sp=God
· /Blend them all in together: Distinct persons: different roles. 
· 3 verses to show roles in T:
· 1John 4:14 the Father has sent his Son to be the Saviour of the world[endnoteRef:5]  [5:  Also Galatians 4:6; John 5:23, 10:36] 

· F sent the S - F: head – instigator. Teacher sends child to school office: authority – headship – leadership.
· Jesus, Son, /argue. Submit to F’s plan[endnoteRef:6]: John 14:31 I love the Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me.  [6:  Further reading about the “Eternal Functional Subordination of the Son” – there’s been quite an argument going on among evangelical theologians about this. https://www.reformation21.org/blogs/another-thirteen-evangelical-t.php   https://www.waynegrudem.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Biblical-evidence-for-the-eternal-submission-of-the-Son-to-the-Father.pdf ] 

· John 10:30 I and the Father are one. Profound unity.
· Rel? John 17:24 you loved me before the creation of the world. 
· Before humanity existed: F: loving his Son. 
· Love & community at the heart of God – even before anything was made. /Competition - /power
· Beautiful teamwork – relationship – love – trust – leadership – submission.
· Means: our purpose: /slave to God. 
· /Need us: Complete, fulfilled, happy in himself. 
· Why did he make us? Purpose?
· Share love. Love enough in God: share to all of humanity.
· Purpose: know God – glorify God & enjoy him forever[endnoteRef:7]. [7:  https://www.apuritansmind.com/westminster-standards/shorter-catechism/ - Qn 1.] 

· Through Jesus, enter into eternal life w this God – know him – embraced in by his love.

· Some thinking: long way from Eph! Where going:
· Show you T in Eph - & why matters
· 7 places - look at 4. Challenge! 

The Triune God deserves all our praise
· Last few weeks: 1:3-14
· Praise GtF: His plans are what happens. His thoughts: our reality. 
· Could be terrifying: God who controls everything from afar like puppet.
· Opposite is true: his plan – will: make ppl like us – rebels & sinners -> children.
· Praise GtS: forgiveness & redemption. We come to God through J. J said: I am the gate[endnoteRef:8] – I am the way[endnoteRef:9]. Come to F thru S. [8:  John 10:7-9]  [9:  John 14:6] 

· One day everything one day united in worshipping King Jesus.
· Praise GtSp: opens our eyes to spiritual reality – makes scriptures come alive – helps us pray – comforts us – indwells us – changes us – empowers us - seals us – all that: deposit.
· Said: Catholics: F, Evangelicals: S, Pentecostals: Sp. Prob some truth in that.
· Know 1 or 2 – all ever talk about is Sp – Sp’s presence – prophecy – conferences abt tongues – baptism - indwelling –> unbalanced.
· Churches: F/S/Holy Bible – so fearful of too much Sp – pendulum.
· People: Jesus-follower. Red-letter Bible.
· If not worshipping T, not worshipping the true God.
· Might say: /understand all that – complicated.
· New Xn: fair enough. Quite legitimately say: follow J.
· Been Xn for a while: how much better to be able to explain what’s really happened in you!
· Honour the Lord’s work in you – understand as deeply as you’re able.

The Triune God wants us to know Him
1:17 I keep asking [prayer] that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.
· Great prayer for s/o to know God better – deeper – more fully – want that?
· I wonder who you address your prayers to?
· Children: Dear God… /wrong. But we can do better.
· Look who prayer is addressed to: the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father. Why? 2 reasons:
· 1st reason: GtS – Lord Jesus can rightly refer to F as God.
· F: head – instigator. GtSp, GtS always submit -honour F[endnoteRef:10].  [10:  Which is why Jesus can speak of my God and your God in John 20:17.] 

· 2nd, better: which God? 
· In OT – prayed to: God of Abraham, Isaac & Jacob[endnoteRef:11].  [11:  For example, Genesis 32:9] 

· /Any God – that God. The God who had made a covenant w his ppl. Promised to hear.
· So, which God are we praying to?
· /Thor - /Zeus - /Marduk – some tribal deity somewhere.
· God of our Lord Jesus. 
· When you pray: /praying vaguely to God. Identify him fully!
· Praying to the God who hears – God that J has opened the way to thru cross – praying to God who promises to hear b/c of J.
· Praying to a F who loves you.
· Keep asking that GtF (the God of the Lord Jesus Christ) -> give you Sp.
· Sp will help you to know God better.
· F -> send Sp into your heart – my heart.

The Triune God wants Christ to dwell in us
3:14-17 … I kneel before the Father … I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power [how?] through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.
· Glorious![endnoteRef:12] [12:  Amazingly, Martin Lloyd-Jones managed to preach 5 consecutive sermons from these same verses. They’re very good but I don’t have the skill, and the church don’t have the patience for us to do likewise!] 

· The F wants to strengthen your inner being. Mean?
· Wants you a stronger Xn: love God better – love those around better – love enemies better - resist sin better – deeper understanding – more driven by goodness – more fruit of Sp in life - /selfish ambition. Strengthen your soul!
· Out of his glorious riches – he can do that. He has all the power to transform you.
· How? Through Sp. 
· What the F wills, Sp does. 
· So if you are going to be transformed – Sp’s work.
· Result of that: Christ dwells in your heart. Mean?
· Key: dwell. X is at home in your heart.
· /Just a fleeting visitor – once in a while at a big Xn conference – or even once/wk on Sunday.
· X dwells – lingers – heart is full of him. He b/c dominating factor in all your decisions – thoughts – everything bows to him. 
· Rock-solid assurance: utterly forgiven – totally loved - child of Most High God.
· Prayer: saying: that’s what I want for you.
· Heart full of X today. Nothing better!
· See why that’s better than: want more of God.
· If that’s what you can manage – fine – ptL!
· So much deeper & richer to ask F to send his Sp into our hearts to make them a place where Christ dwells – lingers – home.

The Triune God wants us to sing!
5:18-20 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit [what that might look like…] speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
· When Sp fills you -> sing!
· Xn faith quite unique – singing faith!
· Singing one way of connecting your heart to Jesus: Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord. 
· Started sending out links to songs on social media.
· Connect during week? listen to worship music. Sing to Jesus!
· Content of your songs? 
· Giving thanks to God the Father for everything. 
· Plenty of scope! Life – breath – creation - forgiveness – plan – guidance – love – assurance – majesty – justice – eternality glory.
· Always: do that in name of our Lord Jesus Christ – b/c always approach F through S.
· Come to the Father, through Jesus the Son. 
Give him the glory, great things he has done![endnoteRef:13] [13:  To God be the Glory https://www.hymnal.net/en/hymn/h/39 ] 

· Can do better than addressing our songs to – bland - “God”. Research few yrs ago[endnoteRef:14] – most popular songs ppl sing in church: [14:  2006, anyway! http://www.sbts.edu/resources/lectures/icw/lex-amandi-lex-orandi-the-trinity-in-the-most-used-contemporary-christian-worship-songs/ Transcript here: http://www.calvin.edu/cicw/microsites/worshipsymposiumorg/2008/ruth.pdf ] 

· Out of 72, guess how many referred to T? Zero
· Only 3/72 mentioned all 3 persons separately
· Vast majority: God, Lord, King - or Jesus.
· Can do better!

· End as we go into worship:  explain bits in red, below. Then STAND.
· “We worship one God in trinity and the trinity in unity,
    neither blending their persons – [they are all just “God”]
    nor dividing their essence. [3 gods – or F ^ God than Son]
        For the person of the Father is a distinct person,
        the person of the Son is another,
        and that of the Holy Spirit still another.
        But the divinity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one,
        their glory equal, their majesty coeternal…[endnoteRef:15]” [15:  A modernised version of the Athanasian Creed: https://www.crcna.org/welcome/beliefs/creeds/athanasian-creed ] 


Sing: All Praise to Him
v1: F; v2: S; v3: Sp

Benediction - based on 3:17
· Heavenly Father – God of Jesus the Saviour – Father, we come to you knowing that in Jesus – b/c of Jesus – you hear us.
· Confess faults & failures to you – in the light of all this, we feel our inadequacy.
· We pray – out of your glorious riches – you would strengthen us in faith – help us love you better – neighbour better – hate sin more – long for justice & righteousness with deeper passion – long for Jesus’ return w greater hunger. 
· And in so doing – would you make our hearts a place where X dwells – lingers – lives?
· /Just today - coming week - and always.


























Sections that I didn’t complete or use:
The Triune God wants to give us access to himself
2:18 For through him [him? v16 – one who went to cross to bring Jews & gentiles & all ppl together – Jesus] we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.
· We have access to GtF through GtS – always come to F thru Son.
· By the Sp: Sp doing his work that gives you a desire to come to F.
· All wrapped up together!

The Triune God wants to unite us
All abt unity – this is why – big long list of things that unite us. All these ^ differences.
4:4-6 There is one body [of believers] and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord [Jesus], one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

The Triune God wants to build us into a Holy Temple
There’s a foundation already: v20 apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him [Jesus] the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.
· This is why being a lone wolf Xn /make any sense. 
· Know ppl: “I’m a Xn but /church”
· Heard: “Love J - /stand church”
· Nonsense. God /save anyone for them to stand alone. 
· X died for his church – his ppl. 
· Saves you: part of his ch. If you’re in Jesus, you’re joined together with others.
· Preaching to convinced here – b/c here!
· Watching online - /part of a ch community – looks different for everyone. 
· But if /actively connected to church community –> join one – or stop kidding yourself that you’re Xn.
2:22 And in him [still talking abt J] you … are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
· GtF lives among his ppl
· Does that by his Spirit.
· Always – in the Son.







