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Big picture of Eph 1:3-14
· Poem praising God
· 1 sentence in Gk. Theologically rich – dense.
· Shows us the history and purpose of EVERYTHING.
· Who God is – what our purpose is – end goal for humanity. All here.

Start w God: eternally 3 in 1 and 1 in 3.
· The Father loves his Son – v6 F calls him the One he loves – delights in him - wants the world to know how amazing he is. 
· F is sovereign ruler over all things. Puts a plan into place: to glorify Jesus – he: exalted forever. 
· And that all of creation: united in glorying in him – enjoying him for whole of eternity.
· To do that: chooses to make ppl like us – rebellious sinners – undeserving ppl – unworthy ppl -> /only forgive -> children – adopts us: makes us his family. 
· So we can enjoy him forever and not be lost forever.
· But to do that: to redeem us out of sin – to forgive our sin – so that we can be adopted in – sacrifice must be made – blood of the Son must be spilled. 
· And in doing so: God brings together Jews and Gentiles – ppl from diff ethnic groups – once enemies – now united in admiration – praise & love - of risen & reigning Lord Jesus. 
· And when we believe in Jesus – trust him as Lord and Saviour –> HS come in – seals that deal – we become his – unbreakably and unchangeably his forever: God’s possession – to the praise of his glory!
· Gospel is a call to come to Jesus – receive gift of salvation - /deserve -> grace. 
· And to worship Jesus – to put self aside and do what we were made for: to exalt Jesus in every part of our lives – to glory in what he’s done – enjoy him forever. 
· To be amazed – thrilled – that God should look on us with kindness & grace & mercy.
· That’s what this psg is about.

Why do we praise the Son?
#1 Every spiritual blessing we have is in Him (v3)
· Lots of ppl looking for a blessing.
· #blessed. What do they mean? Sounds v spiritual.
· Twitter – Instagram: new car – got into University – currency trading doing well – lots abt cute pets.
· Material blessings: Have money – have family – home: good things. 
· But /primary concern: v3 Father … has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 
· What’s that? Becoming an adopted son/daughter – redemption – forgiveness of sins – ultimately: when this life over - go to X.
· Some ppl: Just give me the stuff. 
· Jesus: gambling machines: put enough coins in – pull the handle enough times: ka-ching!
· Invest enough: come to church enough – read enough Bible – give enough money. One day: ka-ching: get all the stuff.
· /Interested in spiritual blessings – want a degree and a new car.
· But that’s /being a Xn. The promise of the gospel: v4 he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.
· Is that what you want today? Appealing to you? Holy and blameless?
· That’s the Lord’s aim for you.
· If you’re aim in life: material blessing – God: route to a more comfortable life: /sure saved?
· There’s a kind of fake Xn: dressed up to look like real thing – spiritual-sounding words - underneath: just get me the stuff.
· Jesus: Luke 12:16-21 he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant harvest. He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’
· “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’
· #blessed. #bigbarn
· But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’
· “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.”
· You can have all the material wealth in all the world –> die: nothing.
· But the blessings God wants to give – in X – much greater!
· Redemption - Forgiveness of sins – to be holy & blameless in God’s sight. 
· That’s how to be truly #blessed. That’s how to be rich towards God.
· YP: what will you devote your life to? Accumulation of wealth – more stuff? Ecc 2:11 when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind.
· /Enough. /Satisfied. All rot, dissolve, fade or end up in a charity shop or landfill. 
· No help at all when you die and face God on judgement day.
· Spiritual blessing – on into eternity!
· We praise God the Son – Jesus – b/c all God’s spiritual blessings to us – come to us through him. 
· F channels every spiritual blessing to us thru J.

#2 We praise God the Son b/c forgiveness and redemption is through Him (v7)
· Most nights – before bed -> TV for an hour – wind down. 
· Enjoy a good crime drama. Thinking why?
· /Enjoy seeing crime.
· B/c when done well: gospel stories.
· Wrongs put right. Justice prevails.
· Very best dramas: redemptive: one person – sacrifices themselves for another – brings change – makes them a better person. Story of gospel.
· Always think of Titanic – end: Jack & Rose. He lets go & drowns so she can survive[endnoteRef:1]. Redemption. [1:  And if you want to know whether that was a necessary act of heroism, take a look here: https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2020/aug/17/solved-did-jack-really-have-to-die-to-save-rose-at-the-end-of-titanic ] 

v7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins
· Redemption – forgiveness. Spiritual blessings. 
· Spot assumption? Need redemption and forgiveness!
· Like to think it’s only TV baddies need redemption. B: all of us.
· Western culture: inc egocentric: I am king of my world - /right judge me.
· J Cole – American musician – sums up so well. You are perfect exactly as you are. With all your flaws and problems, there's no need to change anything. All you need to change is the thought that you aren't good enough[endnoteRef:2]. [2:  https://www.azquotes.com/quote/1025800 ] 

· As a culture we /think we need saving. Think doing OK. 
· All the evidence: broken families – pornography – war – violence – crime – greed – selfishness – lying – adultery – abuse - would strongly suggest our culture is wrong!
· /All out there. Some in here!
· Contrast: Isaiah 59:1-2 Surely the arm of the Lord is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.
· /Mind spiritual blessings -> deserve: judgement. Natural state: separation.
· Good news: his arm is not too short to save! 
· Hope for humanity – hope for each of us – BUT: realise we need forgiveness – need redemption – every one of us.
· Headed to an eternity w/o God in hell unless we have redemption and forgiveness through Jesus. 
· Only way. /Other way. 
· Acts 4:12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.
· We cannot save ourselves anymore than a drowning person can throw themselves a rope.
· And all the efforts we make to find redemption & forgiveness outside of J will not only fail – actually hinder us. 
· Good works: being a good person – can keep you from X – think I’ll be alright – look at how I give to charity – look how I pray – look how I always tell truth. I’ll be OK. Surely God will forgive me. 
· Those things: weigh us down. Big rope coiled round! Put confidence in them – actually drag us down. Need s/o on side throw rope!
· Whatever we do: /enough – never enough. Only in X – his blood shed on the cross. v7 In him we have redemption … forgiveness of sins … through his blood.
· How work? At cross: F gave his S to die – bear our sins – take the punishment we deserve. v7 In him we have redemption … forgiveness of sins … through his blood.
· It’s his blood – his death -> brings us redemption & forgiveness. 
· /Just a demonstration of God’s love somehow.
· /Just make redemption possible. 
· Actually the thing that redeems and forgives us.
· 2Cor 5:19 God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ
· What exactly mean: redemption?[endnoteRef:3] [3:  Helpful essay here: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/redemption/ ] 

· S/t redeemed when the stipulated price is paid.
· Good example: Leviticus 25 – s/o gets into debt – sells themselves as a slave – owe you money – work for you. Redeemed always allowed.
· If s/o can pay off your debt – redeemed – right to be free[endnoteRef:4]. [4:  Leviticus 25:47-49] 

· This is exactly what J came to do: Mark 10:45 the Son of Man – fave desc of self - did not come to be served - /come so we could do s/t for him - but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.
· Whole of humanity: slavery – bondage to sin & death. 
· Whole world: guilty before God – separated from him b/c of shame. Helpless & unable to save ourselves. 
· But J came into world to redeem us. Gave his life – to buy our freedom. 
· That’s reason #2 why we praise God the Son – JX – b/c forgiveness & redemption is thru him.

Unity is in Him (v12-13)
· Final thing: Glorious!
· v12 we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ… 
· Who is we? Writer – Paul – writing as a Jewish bg believer.
· v13 you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
· Who is you? We know: ppl living in Ephesus & region of Asia – pagans – used to believe in the Gk and Roman gods.
· We…put our hope in Christ … you were included when you heard…the gospel. So we are one together – in X. Totally diff bg. 
· Paul as a faithful Jew: hated the very ppl reading this letter: pagans – idols - temple prostitutes. Stayed a million miles away!
· But /that anymore. In X: enemies brought together. 
· Glory of it: In a little way: doing exactly what F’s ultimate purpose is: v10 to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.
· His aim – said at start: whole world should enjoy J – glory in him. 
· This is the glory of the church – say this a lot: really impt: 
· When men & women - rich & poor – black & white – young & old – stable & v vulnerable – multiple degrees & messed round quite a lot in school.
· When we all come together in X – under X – worship X -> bringing great joy to the F. 
· That’s his ultimate aim for the Universe: to bring unity to all things[endnoteRef:5] in heaven and on earth under Christ. [5:  What does “all things” mean in this context? What exactly will God bring together in unity, in Christ? Some would say literally everything: Everyone and everything will be saved and brought under his rule. This is universalism. Attractive though the idea is on the surface, it ignores vast swathes of scripture that talk about the saved and the lost, forgiven and unforgiven, heaven and hell. Much more likely, Paul is referring to believers who have died already, plus the angels (things in heaven) – and believers, plus the created order (and on earth).] 

· Bigger than personal salvation[endnoteRef:6]. Redemption & forgiveness: massive of course – for each individual.  [6:  Some of this section was really helped by Lloyd-Jones. All things re-united in Christ. Sermons in Ephesians, volume 1, p196ff.] 

· But this truth: bigger than just me & my little life - you & yours.
· This is: ultimate cosmic purpose for everything! Reason why we’re here. Reason why anything & everything exists. 
· There’s /bigger than this: his final, ultimate purpose. to bring unity to all things[endnoteRef:7] in heaven and on earth under Christ. [7:  What does “all things” mean in this context? What exactly will God bring together in unity, in Christ? Some would say literally everything: Everyone and everything will be saved and brought under his rule. This is universalism. Attractive though the idea is on the surface, it ignores vast swathes of scripture that talk about the saved and the lost, forgiven and unforgiven, heaven and hell. Much more likely, Paul is referring to believers who have died already, plus the angels (things in heaven) – and believers, plus the created order (and on earth).] 

· I /know what immediate future holds - /you. Peace or war, health or sickness, promotion or redundancy. Immediate future is a mystery to us.
· But we know ultimate future: 
· F will glorify his S – bring unity to all things under him. His ultimate purpose. 
· So when you make the effort to connect across social divides – across cultures – across age groups -> when you drink tea w s/o quite different to you – ask how they’re doing & pray for them -> something of cosmic significance. 
· Small part of bringing unity to all things … under Christ.
· Invite s/o diff to you to your home – build connections between ppl – have fellowship together –> small part of bringing unity to all things … under Christ.
· When you tell s/o about Jesus – explain gospel – invite them to ch – course –> small part of bringing unity to all things … under Christ. 
· We’ll come back to this theme of unity again & again as we work through Ephesians.
· /Think /achieving much. Ordinary work of being a Xn in the world – achieving God’s purpose for universe. 

Prayer:
· Starting point: By hearing the message of the gospel & believing it. v13 you were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation… you believed. Believing today? Invite: put your faith in Jesus today. Hand over your sin, failure – let him come in – let him redeem your life with his.
· Thx J: SoM - /come to be served but to serve. To give your life as a ransom to redeem us. Me. Thx. May we bring glory to you. 

Sing: If Christ Is Mine

Benediction: 
Lord, this coming week, help us to play our part – in 200 different ways – to play our tiny part in bringing unity to all things under Christ. That he may be honoured and glorified. Amen.








Discussion questions:

What spiritual blessings (v3) come to us through Jesus? What can you find in this passage?
Election (v4, chose us in Christ), justification (v4, made us holy and blameless), adoption (v5 – adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ), redemption (v7 – redemption through his blood), forgiveness (v7), received revelation (v9 – made known to us the mystery of his will), given a purpose (v12 - to bring praise to him because he is glorious) 

If every spiritual blessing comes to us in Christ, is it wrong to ask for material blessing? How does James 4:2-3 help? How should it affect our prayers?
Not wrong to ask for material blessing. But we have to be really carful about our motivations. God’s desires for us are bigger than just our material “pleasures”. 

What does redemption mean? Can you think of any examples from the Bible, or from your culture?

How do you think a redeemed slave would feel toward their redeemer? How is that like and unlike God redeeming us?





Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us in the heavenly realms
 with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 
For God chose us in Christ 
before the creation of the world 
to be holy and blameless in God’s sight. 
In love God predestined us 
for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, 
in accordance with God’s pleasure and will 
to the praise of God’s glorious grace, 
which he has freely given us in the One God loves. 

In Christ we have redemption through Christ’s blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 
that God lavished on us. 
With all wisdom and understanding, 
God made known to us the mystery of God’s will 
according to God’s good pleasure, 
which God purposed in Christ, 
to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfilment – 
to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.
In Christ we were also chosen, having been predestined 
according to the plan of God who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of God’s will, 
in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, 
might be for the praise of God’s glory. 
And you also were included in Christ 
when you heard the message of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation. 

When you believed, you were marked in Christ with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 
who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance 
until the redemption of those who are God’s possession
to the praise of God’s glory.

