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#2 Isaiah 9v6 Jesus the Wonderful Counsellor

· Is – 750yrs before J
· Speaking to oppressed ppl – gloomy ppl – fearful ppl – distressed ppl – that a light was coming into the darkness of Galilee. 
· Messiah: coming.
· Unlikely hero – unlikely Saviour - /come as a military leader –> Instead: to us a child is born, to us a son is given.
· Start in Galilee –> rule – influence: all people, everywhere.
· the government will be on his shoulders
· English: he shoulders responsibility[endnoteRef:1] – he will govern – he will reign. Bring in a new kingdom: [1:  This is from the .NET translation of the Bible. https://netbible.org/bible/Isaiah+9 ] 

· Expanding kingdom
· Just & righteous kingdom
· Eternal kingdom
· One that God himself is passionate about – zealous for.
· All of that: bring joy – great joy -> all who sit under his rule.
· 4-fold desc[endnoteRef:2]: of JtM. Each 2 words. [2:  Piper argues it must be “Wonderful Counsellor” rather than “Wonderful, Counsellor” on the basis that Is 28:29 uses a very similar phrase.] 

· He will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
· Jesus: Wonderful Counsellor[endnoteRef:3]: What does that mean?  [3:  John Piper’s 4 “Look at the Book” studies on this passage are superb!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yh6rG9ImWXQ ] 

· Strap in – lot of B today!

Wonderful
3 ex of how word used in OT – help us understand meaning:
· Psalm 107 – v briefly – turn there if quick!
· Intro –> 4 verses -> conclusion
· Let the redeemed of the Lord tell their story – testify!
· v4-9 Ppl who were lost -> cry out to God in their trouble -> delivers
· Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for mankind
· v10-16 Ppl in darkness, ensnared -> cry out to God in their trouble -> out of darkness – breaks chains
· Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for mankind
· v17-22 Ppl who are rebels – mess of life - near death -> cry out to God in their trouble -> saves
· Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for mankind
· v23-32 Ppl who were afraid -> cry out to God in their trouble -> rescues
· Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for mankind
· When we say JtM is wonderful – saying: even the most lost – ensnared – rebellious – fearful ppl – when ordinary ppl cry out to this God – he saves. 
· His wonderful deeds for mankind.
· Job 42:3 Job – man: suffered immensely – trying to understand – make sense of his suffering. 
· v end of book – God – tour of world: 4 chapters: scale of creation – vast skies – stars – seas – storms - animal kingdom in its beauty – glory. 
· Job: Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know.
· When we say JtM is wonderful: awesome – jaw drop in wonder – s/t best to shut up and be amazed.
· Judges 13:18 – Manoah – dad of Samson – Angel of the LORD - what is your name? 
· Why do you ask my name? It is beyond understanding. Lit: “wonderful” - Same word.
· Like: /get head around my identity – I could tell you but /understand! Above you, Manoah. /Understand.
· But: amazing thing: now revealed to us! We know who J is. SoG – God in human form. Things utterly mind-blowing to OT believers – revealed to us – normal.
· Wonderful: Mind-blowing!
· Power to saves ppl: mind-blowing!
· Ability to awe us: mind-blowing!
· His identity: mind-blowing!
· Is 9:6 Wonderful counsellor = A counsellor who /get head around – vastly great and amazing – awesome - mind-blowing - in every way. 

Counsellor – mean?
· Mind prob goes to modern therapeutic counselling
· Anxiety, eating disorders, marriage. 
· Honour. Grateful. 
· Almost all of us counsel other ppl - from time to time:
· Counsel you /buy that phone. That woman is bad news. You should really say sorry.
· Bible: counsellor bit broader: Someone who gives wise advice.
· Eg. Proverbs 15:22 Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisors they succeed.
· IOW: making plans –> get help – ask for advice - /proud. All.
· Counsellor – Bible: s/o gives you wise advice to help you through life. 
Limitations of all other counsellors
· Limited wisdom
· Mate: Looks like a nice car –> gearbox falls out.
· Careful: advise others: 
· /Impression we’re infallible. Careful to make it clear when it’s our opinion – preference. 
· Do better: stand on solid ground of God’s word. Then: sure it’s wise & good.
· Imagine: friend fallen out w s/o else at church. Come to you for counsel: do?
· Solid ground: Proverbs 16:28 A perverse person stirs up conflict, and a gossip separates close friends. 
· Matthew 18:15 go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. 
· Aim: win them over. Heal & restore rel. Gossip drive apart.
· But all of us get it wrong s/t. 
· Limited knowledge
· Counsellors only know what you tell them. Hide stuff. 
· Good counsellors – good at teasing out what’s going on under surface – but limited knowledge – only human so limited wisdom – limited ability to help. 
· Limited availability
· Human counsellors have office hours. Make appt.
· Some had to wait months on NHS. 6 weeks.
· Limited power
· Even when you get it right – say right thing – are available – often ppl /change. 
· Counsellors /power to change ppl. Wish we could!
· Wish: speak wisdom: transform their situation!
· Know right & good thing to do – completely honest & open – been available at right time & place –> wisest counsel imaginable -> refuse to do it.
· Ppl are stubborn and stupid - & sin is attractive.
· /Change heart.

How Jesus is the wonderful counsellor
· Unlimited wisdom
· Human counsellors have limited wisdom. But JtM: God in human flesh: ultimate source of wisdom & knowledge
· If looking for s/o to guide your life: /better to go to: Isaiah 40:13 Who can … instruct the LORD as his counsellor? Whom did the LORD consult to enlighten him, and who taught him the right way? Who was it that taught him knowledge, or showed him the path of understanding? Implied answer: no-one.
· We /position -> tell God what is wise. He: source of all wisdom. 
· S/t ppl foolishly say: when I meet God I shall tell him what I think – put him right. Demand answers from him.
· Utter foolishness. He /come to us looking for advice – we are /his counsellor – he is our counsellor. 
· He is the source of all knowledge – understanding – wisdom.
· One time – religious leaders asked J for a sign – do us a miracle!
· J compares himself w Solomon – wisest man ever lived. Renowned. Wrote Proverbs – book of wisdom.
· Matthew 12:42 The Queen of the South [Sheba[endnoteRef:4]] will rise at the judgment with this generation and condemn [all of you]; for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, and now something greater than Solomon is here. [4:  1Kings 10:1] 

· J claiming to be wiser than wisest man ever lived. Greater than Solomon. 
· He is Wisdom wrapped up in a human body. That’s why he is a Wonderful Counsellor! That’s why you can trust him.
· One time: lots of ppl stopped following J. J -> Disc: what about you? 
· Peter: John 6:68 Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life…You are the Holy One of God
· I have no-where else to go. /Wiser.
· Found for urself? Leads your life? Counsels you?
· Unlimited knowledge[endnoteRef:5] [5:  Isaiah 11:1 would fit nicely here, but I think the case is made with out it.] 

· All kinds of ppl tried to fake it w Jesus. He’s doing miracles – stunning teaching – ^crowds - ^fans. John 2:24 Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all people. He did not need any testimony about mankind [/need anyone else to tell him what this person or that person is like], for he knew what was in each person.
· J knew who to trust – read everyone perfectly.
· /Pull wool over J eyes. /Fake it. Knows what’s in heart. Sees.
· May as well: honest. Come clean to him. 
· Hide stuff from counsellor – mates - /Jesus.
· Paralysed Man – Mark 2 – lower – sins forgiven. Mark 2:6-7 some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, ‘Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?’
· Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, ‘Why are you thinking these things?’
· See through masks – facades – into depths of our hearts. Knows it all. 
· Colossians 2:3 In Christ … are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
· Dwell on that: everything valuable – everything worthwhile knowing about God – about us – about salvation – about how to know God – everything: found in JtM.
· Knows everything about your heart – everything: struggle with – everything: ashamed of – everything. All there is to know abt you.
· Bring it to him: wonderful counsellor. Ultimate advisor. Ask for his help.
Unlimited availability
· /Wait for an appointment with the Wonderful Counsellor.
· Matthew 28:20 Surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.
· Looking at his 11 remaining disciples: I’ll be with you – all of you – always. 
· J claiming even more: with you – plural – always. I’ll always be with all of you. 
· No human can do that. Think: even Jesus – God-man cannot do that – limitations of humanity. One place at a time.
· With you always. Mean? 
· John 16:7 very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate [or Counsellor - who? HS] will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.
· When I go – the HS will come - /limited by a body – with you all. 
· Dwell on that:
· Disc: often J /there.
· Beloved Xn: Jesus the Wonderful Counsellor is with you always through HS. Better. 
· Precious truth: J is always counselling us thru HS. 
· Always guiding our consciences – helping us make good decisions – Word & Sp. 
Unlimited power
· Human counsellors /power to make stuff happen.
· Think abt God: He /counsels him –> infinitely wise.
· And his plans never fail. 
· What he counsels as right & good will happen – becomes his plan.
· Really interesting: word counsel in OT – also be trans: plan.
· What he determines is right & good –> what happens.
· Isaiah 14:24,26 The Lord Almighty has sworn, ‘Surely, as I have planned, so it will be, and as I have purposed, so it will happen … This is the plan determined for the whole world; this is the hand stretched out over all nations. For the Lord Almighty has purposed, and who can thwart him? His hand is stretched out, and who can turn it back?
· Isaiah is saying: this is Jesus. The one who purposes – plans – determines – orders - the universe -> will be born to us. 
· God wrapped up in a human body. God with us.

Pause – think & respond -> communion

· Communion: collectively come & remind ourselves of Jesus’ perfect once-and-for-all-time sacrifice for sin. 
· The one – greater & wiser than Solomon
· The one – with the words of eternal life
· The one – in whom all the treasures of wisdom & knowledge are bound up
· Gave himself – to us – for us.
· We are not worthy.
· Sign of our unity – share together – so if there’s disunity – anger – hate – s/t unresolved -> sort that out and come next time. 


[bookmark: _Hlk153088384]Lord’s prayer (traditional)
Our Father in heaven, 
	hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done on earth 
	as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
	as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, 
	but deliver us from evil.
For Yours is the kingdom,
	the power, and the glory
	Forever and ever. 
		Amen.

Break bread while saying...
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ 
Tradition: eat as we receive.

Pour wine while saying...
Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins .
Tradition: wait until all served – drink together – sign of our unity.

Whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Pray (DJ)

Sing: Behold our God

Benediction:
Finish with a declaration of trust: Psalm 73:23-24 …hold me by my right hand - I put my hand into yours today … guide me with your counsel, and afterwards … take me into glory.

Romans 11:33-36 
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
    How unsearchable his judgments,
    and his paths beyond tracing out!
‘Who has known the mind of the Lord?
    Or who has been his counsellor?’  …
For from him and through him and for him are all things.
    To him be the glory for ever! Amen.








Other scriptures:
Psalm 16:7 I will praise the LORD, who counsels me.




