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· Christmas fliers: v2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.
· V famous words – leading to: v6 to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
· Christmas this year: considering these words – various angles.
· I’ve been inspired – helped – seen fresh.
· Today: wider perspective: what’s psg all abt?

Isaiah 9:1-7 From Gloom to Glory 

The depth of the gloom[endnoteRef:1] (v1-2) [1:  John Piper’s 4 “Look at the Book” studies on this passage are superb!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t3FE0iL3sfk& 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=66ABKvyykcY 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yh6rG9ImWXQ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3CRsXJUpmw ] 

· v1 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. 
· Nevertheless: prev chapter: lots of gloominess. This: msg hope. 
· Abt ppl who have gone away from LORD – turned to occult instead – mediums and spiritists (8:19) 
· ^popular in our culture. Found 5 businesses focussed on witchcraft & spiritism within 1mile of this building, inc huge distributor of witchcraft equipment[endnoteRef:2]. [2:  https://www.nemesisnow.com/ https://www.facebook.com/hauntedmuseumstoke/ https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100087805585582 https://www.facebook.com/mysticjewelsmagickalevents/  https://www.facebook.com/SacredSkullsStoke/ ] 

· /Afraid at all! But desperately sad reflection of society.
· 8:22 when trouble comes: they will look towards the earth and see only distress and darkness and fearful gloom, and they will be thrust into utter darkness.
· /Have to be into spiritism – dark stuff – to sense darkness. 
· This city: record numbers of children in care[endnoteRef:3]. Biggest cause: domestic violence – fuelled by drugs – addiction – poverty. [3:  https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-stoke-staffordshire-65714233 ] 

· Most of us: some contact w that world. 
· If you /circle v small. 
· Even those – on outside – look ok – often deeply fearful abt future: /hope. Uncertainty: economy, jobs, health, war. /Answers – feel: stumbling around in dark.
· Maybe some here.
· Isaiah: msg of hope: v1 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali – two regions of Israel - on frontline of war with neighbours - but in the future he will honour Galilee of the nations – by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan –
· v2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.
· See what saying: Light will dawn in Galilee –> light to ppl stumbling in utter darkness – without hope and without God in the world[endnoteRef:4].  [4:  Ephesians 2:12] 

· Light coming to them! Messiah coming: into the darkness – to bring light & hope for ppl.
· Galilee of the nations – light of Jews – to begin with -> world! Us.
· Matthew 4:13 [Jesus] went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali - to fulfil these words from Isaiah. From that time on Jesus began to preach, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ – new Kingdom – new King.
· The light of J shines in the darkness as bright today as it did 2000yrs ago.
· Still brings: life, hope, forgiveness, reconciliation w God – rebuilding broken lives.

The glory of the rescue (v3-5)
v3 You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice.
· This is the rescue plan: In Galilee – s/o will come: light – when he comes[endnoteRef:5] - b/c of his coming -> joy will come too.  [5:  Also note the “nation” will grow: Heb goy – usually referring to the Gentiles. Is this a slightly-veiled reference to the multi-ethnic church growing out of Israel?] 

· Like the joy of having a good harvest – or a soldier winning a war. Liberation – freedom.
v4 For – this is how it will happen: as in the day of Midian’s defeat…
· The Messiah – when he comes – bring liberation & joy – like that time when Midian was defeated.
· Midian’s defeat? Isaiah is assuming we know some OT history!
· Dive into Judges 6&7 – turn? Story of Gideon.
Judges 6:1-6 The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and for seven years he gave them into the hands of the Midianites. Because the power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for themselves in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds. Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites … invaded the country. They camped on the land and ruined the crops all the way to Gaza and did not spare a living thing for Israel, neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. They came up with their livestock and their tents like swarms of locusts. It was impossible to count them or their camels; they invaded the land to ravage it. Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the LORD for help.
· So God raised up Gideon to be their rescuer – deliverer – saviour.
· Unlikely hero: when we meet him he’s threshing wheat – outdoor job - in a winepress. Like shaking out a carpet indoors – an exercise in frustration & futility! Scared of Midianites seeing!
· /Much of a saviour. 
· Judges 6:15 My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.
· IOW: I’m part of a small, weak, family – and I’m the weakling of the family.
· The LORD answered, I will be with you… Judges 6:16 that’s where the power’s coming from Gideon. Me, /you.
· Judges 7:1 G managed to raise an army - preparing for battle – 32,000 soldiers. /Enough – outnumbered ^4:1[endnoteRef:6] [6:  8:10 implies there were many, many more than 120,000.] 

· God -> Gideon: your army is too big – when you defeat the Midianites – you’ll say it was you. 
· Tell this to army: anyone scared: go home. 
· Now army of 10,000.
· Still too big: sends 9700 home. Now only 300. <1% of army.
· Middle of night – gather in mountains – see below in valley – Midianite army – like locusts – Their camels could no more be counted than the sand on the seashore (Judges 7v12) – vast army vs 300 + LORD.
· Surround camp: Each man: trumpet in one hand – torch in a clay pot other. 
· Think: how’d you feel going into battle with a vast army armed: torch & trumpet! Weakest – hopeless - army in history!
· All together: smash pots - hold torches up – shout & blow trumpets.
· Chaos in Midianite camp: Judges 7v22 When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the LORD caused the men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords. The army fled – decisive victory. 
· Summary: Judges 8:28 Thus Midian was subdued before the Israelites and did not raise its head again. During Gideon’s lifetime, the land had peace…
· So, ppl held captive – overwhelming, oppressive force – no chance of defeating.
· They cry out to God – he sends a rescuer – unlikely: weak, helpless, feeble – if seen him threshing wheat in his winepress – laughed at him: how can this be the saviour?
· His decisive victory over the enemy – occurs in the darkness of night when everything seems hopeless –> at that moment of deepest darkness – the enemy is scattered. Utterly defeated /sword but by light. 
· Have to say: most incredible miracle! God at work to liberate his ppl.
· Can you see where Isaiah’s mind is going now?
· Saying: day coming when a new Gideon will come to liberate the Lord’s ppl: increase their joy… v4 For – this is how: as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor.
· This new Gideon – the Messiah – Jesus: break the yoke of oppressed ppl – shatter it – smash it to pieces. 
· Oppressor: utterly defeated.
· /Own doing. They /save themselves. Helpless & hopeless w/o saviour. 
· But the rescuer – saviour – will be an unlikely hero[endnoteRef:7]. [7:  Some of these ideas are from here: https://www.oneforisrael.org/holidays/the-day-of-midian/ ] 

· Victory won /thru strength – power -> weakness. Just as w Gideon.
· That will bring the ppl great joy.
· Friends: isn’t this exactly what JtM did?
· First appearance: even more improbable than Gideon: helpless baby in a manger. But he’s the saviour of the world. 
· Liberates ppl from oppressive religion – from oppressive spiritual forces: demons – from own oppressive internal sin. 
· Liberates through the weakness of the cross.
· Friends: God’s ways are /our ways. 1Corinthians 1:27-31 God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things – and the things that are not – to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him. 
· That’s Gideon! That’s every person who has put faith – hope - in Jesus. 
· Saved – liberated from bondage to sin: /some heroic thing I’ve done – but thru death of X.
· If you’re saved today – liberated from bondage to sin: /anything you have done. Always him. Only him.
· Total victory, fought once for all time: v5 Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire.
· An army /burn boots & combat gear unless victory is absolutely certain. 
· Once the Messiah has won the victory -> never again. Hebrews 9:26-28 he has appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself … Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many.
· That’s what Isaiah is thinking of. Jesus’ victory over his enemies – over sin - will be final, full, decisive, /repeated.
· Isaiah is showing us: Messiah coming: glorious rescue.

The glory of the rescuer
v6 For – this is why it’s a glorious rescue – this drills down to how the rescuer is like Gideon defeating Midianites:
· to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
· Ppl of J day struggled w this. Oppressed ppl. Wanted a hero. Wanted s/o w sword – raise a mighty army. 
· /Expecting a baby in a manger.

What will he be like? 4 things: 
· v6 and the government will be on his shoulders. This child – Jesus – governs a new Kingdom – characterised by joy. 
· Look at each of these together over Christmas this year:
· What is his government like? 
· He will be called Wonderful Counsellor – he governs with perfect wisdom.
· Mighty God – governs with infinite power
· Everlasting Father – governs with love & care & provision
· Prince of Peace – he governs to bring shalom – prosperity in every dimension
· Going to enjoy exploring the character of King Jesus!
· All of that: To us – to us a child is born, to us a son is given he is born to us.
· Who is that? To ppl walking in darkness – to ppl living in a land of deep darkness – to ppl in distress and darkness and fearful gloom – to ppl oppressed by sin of every kind.
· Listen to what the angel tells the shepherds when Jesus is born: Luke 2:10-11 I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.
· He’s been born to you – the Messiah – rescuer – the light - come to you. 
· Two choices: 
· receive him – believe in his name – trust him – gladly live under his rule & reign as his child[endnoteRef:8]. [8:  From John 1:12.] 

· Reject him: ignore him. Plenty of ppl see the light – have an encounter with Jesus, light of the world – /follow – turn away. Why? Problem is people love darkness instead of light because their deeds are evil. (John 3:19) Ppl turn away: love sin - /want his rule.

The glory of His kingdom (v7)
· An expanding kingdom: v7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end… 
· His rule and his peace will continue to expand. 
· Starting: Galilee of the gentiles – rough bit of Israel -> whole earth.
· Jesus -> disciples: you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). 
· A just & righteous kingdom – goodness reigns: He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom[endnoteRef:9], establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness.  [9:  Jeremiah 23:5 and lots of other places describe the just & righteous rule of Christ’s kingdom.] 

· Our world: full of injustice. Even best efforts of best police & politicians /fix human heart. Only J. In his kingdom & among his ppl: righteousness & justice.
· An eternal kingdom: end v7 from that time on and forever.
· Every other ruler – king – has an end – good & bad – all die. 
· But Jesus’ kingdom goes on forever. 
· A kingdom God is passionate about: The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.
· God is passionate about enthroning his Son and to glorify him in all these ways.
· U part of it? Excited to be part of eternal kingdom – only perfectly just & righteous king?

Pause – music team up

Pray:
· See darkness all round us – news – workplaces – families. 
· Thx: /abandoned us – thx: child – Son – come to us – given to us. Rescue us.
· Thx: his glorious kingdom: /end. Put all trust & faith & hope in him.

Sing: May The Peoples Praise You
You have called us out of darkest night into Your glorious light
That we may sing the wonders of The risen Christ
May our every breath retell the grace that broke into our strife
With boundless love and deepest joy – with endless life!




