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15v6-15 #48 The divine exchange

· Why did Jesus have to die?
· /Think of anyone else in history whose death we remember like J.
· Think of all the great heroes of history - scientists - politicians - sports stars - movies – remember their lives – achievements. /Death. 
· There’s only 1 hero whose death we remember – commemorate: Jesus.
· J utterly unique.
· Try to answer that from Marks’ gospel - only Mark. 
· Tricky! /Really spelled out – it is elsewhere in NT. 
· Clear it must happen – predicted - but what does it achieve?
· Closest: Mark 10:45 the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.
· Mean? Ransom? J gave his life as a ransom for many? 
· /Spelled out: But one amazing example. Barabbas. Ransomed sinner. 

Who was this Barabbas guy?
· /Major character. 
· Minor. /Say single word, but his story gives us one of clearest pictures of gospel in whole Bible. 
· In his story we see what J death achieved. Why J had to die. Read again: 15v6-15 
· Acknowledge help from BigH[endnoteRef:1]. [1:  I wish I could find the sermon recording. I believe it’s from 2013 or thereabouts. I had access to Howard Mason’s notes which were invaluable as I’d been away for the two weeks preceding this sermon.] 

· Name: Son of the Father[endnoteRef:2].  [2:  For an explanation of the name used in the NIV in Matthew’s account, Jesus Barabbas: https://tyndalehouse.com/explore/articles/jesus-barabbas-or-jesus-christ/ ] 

· Could have been real name[endnoteRef:3] -> Dad’s name: Father. Grandad named his son “father” – bit weird – but not an unknown name in those days. Culture! [3:  Was it his real name or not? https://carm.org/evidence-and-answers/was-barabbas-a-real-person-or-just-a-literary-device/ ] 

· Or – more likely – name taken for himself –> self-styled Messiah. 
· Kind of Messiah the ppl wanted: who would rise up & defeat Roman occupiers through armed conflict.
· v7 Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder in the uprising.
· IOW: he was a proven terrorist – murderer – insurrectionist – violent criminal. 
· Zealot. Ambush Roman soldiers – stab. 
· Feared. On death row w good reason.
· Turns out: tradition – sometimes at festival times[endnoteRef:4]: Romans would release a prisoner – appease the crowds – keep them on-side during festival.  [4:  There is some limited data for this tradition outside of the gospels: https://austind90.wordpress.com/2013/03/14/the-barabbas-narrative-proves-the-gospels-cannot-be-trusted/ ] 

· Bit of positive PR. If there was going to be an uprising – would be during Passover. 
· Pilate wants to release Jesus. 
· Can see J is obviously innocent - /threat to Rome – as far as he’s concerned: Jewish leaders: some petty dispute over obscure theology. /Justify death sentence. 
· Pilate is a fair man: tries pretty hard to let J go.
· Offers crowd a choice: 2 kinds of Messiah: 
· Murder & terrorism Messiah: Barabbas.
· Suffering servant Messiah: Jesus.
· Think: obvious choice! Outside Dovegate (Uttoxeter). Choice: convicted murderer – or s/o just found innocent in a court of law.
· But actually – Barabbas was the kind of Messiah they wanted, /J.
· /Take much for CP – stir up the crowd: crucify him!
· So Barabbas was set free – and Jesus was crucified.

Imagine: what like for Barabbas
· Arrested – tried – guilty – death sentence. 
· In a few hours: nailed to a cross. No hope of escape.
· Imagine: sitting in a cell – waiting for the inevitable – waiting for the sound of soldier’s feet - to drag him away – carry a heavy cross through the streets of Jer – up hill. Unspeakable agony and horror of X.
· And the moment comes – door of cell flies open – strong hands grab him – throw him out: “free to go”
· Cruel trick? Let me go – then spear me in the back – killed while trying to escape? 
· But no: slowly dawns on Barabbas – actually free - /believe it – too good to be true – all doors open for him – stumbles out into clear morning air – free man.

A faithful picture of ourselves
Before God’s grace came to us and saved us.
· Like Barabbas, we were guilty rebels
· We may /murderers - /member of terrorist cell like B. But in the sight of God’s law: /innocent. 
· Our immediate instinct: compare to other ppl. 
· I’m not as bad as them – so I must be good.
· Bible: you’re not as good as J – so I must be bad.
· We think subjectively – God looks from outside: objectively.
· God looks at the heart of each of us: 
· Romans 3:10,23 There is no one righteous, not even one…all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
· Some more than others – but all sinned. All missed mark.
· All fallen short of the glory of God. What’s that? 
· His goodness. Exodus 33[endnoteRef:5]: Moses: show me your glory – want to see glory.  [5:  Exodus 33:18-21] 

· God: I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you.
· That’s the glory of God – his ultimate goodness. All fall short of that. Some more than others: all same.
· Several times recently, all sinners. All sin is same. 
· No: OT: penalty for murder much more severe than stealing. 
· All sin /equal. 
· But all sin points to a deep inner rebellion – heart problem that we all share by nature.
· Like Barabbas, we deserved punishment
· Barabas was found guilty in a court of law. Committed murder – rebellion against Rome. 
· Penalty for rebellion against most powerful empire Earth has ever known: death.
· We are naturally rebels too: 
· B says our rebellion first & foremost is against God. 
· Want to be our own people: do what I want to do - /held accountable - /power above me – make my own rules.
· Rebels by nature: that spills out in all kinds of other ways.  Pride – anger – gluttony – self-righteousness – envy – lust. All symptoms of a deep inner rebellion against our maker.
· If penalty for rebellion against Rome was severe, even more severe when we rebel against God. 
· The B talks about a place of unending misery: hell. Place that rebels deserve.
· Like Barabbas, we could do nothing to release ourselves 
· For Barabbas, there was /court of appeal - /escape tunnel - /way out. 
· His future was certain. And bad.
· Same for us: 
· /Change the way we think. /Change desires.
· /Power to change ourselves any more than Barabbas could escape his prison. 
· Apostle Paul: Ephesians 2:1 dead in transgressions and sins
· Barabbas was as good as dead in that prison cell. 
· And by nature, we are spiritually dead. 
· And a dead person /rescue themselves. Powerless.

A faithful picture of the gospel
· Barabbas was ransomed by another
Mark 10:45 the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.
· See how the ransom works?
· Barabbas had no options – no hope – no future. 
· Only way of release: s/o would take his place.  
· Fearful cost for them: give their life for his.
· Barabbas: Guilty one – filthy sinner – condemned – worthy of death -> walks free.
· Jesus: proven innocent – pure – holy - righteous – peaceful: condemned to death.
· Barabbas and Jesus effectively change places. 
· Jesus got what he deserved
· Barabbas got what Jesus deserved.
· Glorious picture: God has woven into this account! 
· Amazing thing: J death was not just for 1 – for Barabbas. But for many. He gave his life as a ransom for many. 
· You and I can be included in this glorious story!
· Barabbas’ release was secured by an extraordinary exchange
· This is the heartbeat of the gospel! 2Corinthians 5.21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
· The innocent lamb of God, who never committed even one sin: thought - word – deed -> rubbish tip for our sins. 
· They were heaped upon Him.
· Can you imagine that?   All heaped on him. All piled on Him.
· Who can measure it?
· Can you measure the sand on the seashore? Can you count the stars?
· The sins of people throughout the world. Sins of every sort in the world.
· He bore them all.   All their enormous weight. He carried them away.
· He stood guilty before God as if He had committed every one of them.
· He bore them until everyone had been atoned for, until that bitter cup had been drained to very bottom.
· Felt the wrath of God against each and every one of them.
· For those 3 hrs: bore the penalty for sin until all done. No more left. 
· That’s how we go free. The divine exchange[endnoteRef:6].  [6:  https://www.oxfordbiblechurch.co.uk/index.php/teachings/understanding-salvation/432-the-divine-exchange ] 

· Jesus was punished, that we might be forgiven.
· Jesus was wounded, that we might be healed.
· Jesus was made sin, that we might be made righteous.
· Jesus died, that we might truly live.
· Jesus became poor, that we might share His abundance.
· Jesus bore our shame, that we might share His glory.
· Jesus was rejected, that we might be eternally accepted.
· Jesus was cursed, that we might always be blessed.
· Our plea before God: /deserve acquittal - but that Christ has died for us. Penalty already paid.
· Jesus, the Son of God, died.
· The blood of God was shed.
· There is now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus[endnoteRef:7]. [7:  Romans 8:1] 

· Through faith in Christ we are set free from condemnation.
· The prison doors open. We walk free. 
Finally: Barabbas made no contribution to his release.
· He /do anything – except believe the good news and act on it.
· Instinctively: do s/t – prove how sorry we are: to go on some pilgrimage – give some money – show up for some meeting. 
· But no: believe the good news & act on it. Start to live like it’s true.
· Our salvation is all of grace.  
· Our sins are all forgiven.
· Our hearts are made new by the gift of the Holy Spirit.
· We have nothing to earn, nothing to win God’s favour.
· I have it all because Jesus Christ is my wonderful Saviour.
· My spotless righteousness. My full atonement, my great High priest, my glorious King. In Him I am complete.

How benefit?
What does he ask of us? Must you do? 
3 kinds of ppl:
· Walking w J a while – most here:
· See afresh: serve OA – b/c even the SoM came to serve. 
· How can our attitude be anything else if we claim to follow him?
· Discipleship 101 – serve.
· Some: all a bit new to you. 
· Invited – dragged – bribed?
· Great to have you here! Hope you might come back. 
· Challenge: whatever you think you know abt J – challenge you to find out for self: 
· Pile of Mark’s gospels – help yourself – read it. 
· Before you read: pray: Jesus – please show yourself to me. I want to see real you – know truth.
· Maybe s/o here: coming a while – you’ve looked at J and think: ready to follow 
· You should tell him! 
· Want to follow J: /Magical abt it - /ritual to go through – just talk to God. Prayer- make it your own.

Pr: 
· Lord J: thx: you – God of all creation – stepped down into our world to serve. 
· Served all the way down – all the way to the cross – gave yourself as my ransom – taking all my sin – in that divine exchange - so I can go free.
· Lord, I believe that now. I can see that you are Lord and God and I want to follow you.
· And I admit that I need help – forgiveness for past – hope for future.
· Please would you receive me as I come to you – let me follow?
· Amen.
· Good news: his answer to that prayer: always yes. J never turns anyone away who comes to him like that.
· Tell s/o – person came with – me.

Music team up
Chorus: Grace, takes my sin, calls me friend. Love rescued me.
Sing: Here Is Love Vast As The Ocean (SoF2325)

Drinks served outside. 

Benediction: 
As even the Son of Man – our Lord and King – Jesus – came to serve – so may we go out from here ready and willing to serve you – each other – and the world outside these walls. Amen.


