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15v33-47 #50 The death of the Son of God

· Why did Jesus die so quickly? Curious detail in Mark’s telling of J story: Joseph of Arimathea -> Pilate – body. v44 Pilate was surprised to hear that [Jesus] was already dead. /Believe Joseph. Centurion: here. Confirms.
· Usually it took 2-3 days. When they wanted to speed things up, smashed legs with a hammer. /Do that to J[endnoteRef:1] - already dead. [1:  John 19:31-35] 

· Why did J die so quickly? Crucified at 9am – dead by 3pm.
· /Weakling: Builder who was used to hanging out with fishermen.
· v34 provides the answer: Jesus cried out in a loud voice – in his own Aramaic language “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
· Jesus died of a broken spirit – broken heart.
· It’s the cry of someone totally alone:
· Physically, socially, emotionally alone
· All J male followers – abandoned him as soon as he was arrested.
· Peter denied even knowing him several times.
· Female followers: are there – (v40) – but at a distance. Next time.
· Spiritually alone: 
· Thabiti Anyabwile: John 1:1 In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God and the word was God. He was with God in the beginning. 
· “With” = “towards”: word towards God … He was towards God in the beginning. 
· In eternity, F & S – face-to-face fellowship[endnoteRef:2]. That’s all the Lord Jesus had ever known—the loving, approving, shining face of His Father. [2:  https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/thabiti-anyabwile/what-does-it-mean-for-the-father-to-forsake-the-son-part-3/ ] 

· Every time J prayed: received answer b/c James 5:16 The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.
· There was never anyone more righteous than J. 
· But now, J cries out to his F –> nothing. Why? 
· Sin of world placed on his shoulders. He became sin for us[endnoteRef:3].  [3:  2Corinthians 5:21] 

· Habakkuk 1:13 Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrongdoing. 
· Alone.
· Uses words of Psalm 22 – memorised long before - to give voice to those feelings: Psalm 22:1-2 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, so far from my cries of anguish? My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, but I find no rest. 
· So we have F forsaking S. Never happened in eternity before or since. 
· What caused the swift death of J? 
· He experienced hell - so we never have to.
· He was condemned – so there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus[endnoteRef:4]. [4:  Romans 8:1] 

· He was forsaken by God - so we never are.

Darkness
v33 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land.
· What do we do with this? 
· World: made up – only possible rational explanations: storm – not impressive; or solar eclipse – only last a few minutes, not 3 hours.
· /Eclipse – Passover – full moon. Reasons[endnoteRef:5]. [5:  https://dl0.creation.com/articles/p048/c04868/moonphas.jpg ] 

· But we believe God is here – alive - active. So if he did make the sun go dark for 3 hours in middle of day – and it def /eclipse, what evidence would you expect to find? Reasonable?
· Greek & Roman historians would mention it:
· Phlegon[endnoteRef:6] – pagan Greek historian: In the fourth year of the 202nd Olympiad [i.e. AD 33] there was ‘the greatest eclipse of the sun’ and that ‘it became night in the sixth hour of the day [i.e., noon] so that stars even appeared in the heavens. There was a great earthquake in Bithynia, and many things were overturned in Nicaea.’ [endnoteRef:7] [6:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phlegon_of_Tralles ]  [7:  Most of Phlegon’s writings are unsurprisingly lost today, but some of it was quoted by other people in antiquity, whose writings we do still have. This quote comes to us via Origen of Alexandria (C3). ] 

· Around the right time in history (~AD33)
· Not just any old eclipse – greatest eclipse – so dark: stars – unusual!
· Calls it an eclipse – pagan – trying to find a way to explain it!
· At noon; Earthquake – same time.
· Thallus[endnoteRef:8] – Gk historian - writing in AD52, mentions darkness during Jesus crucifixion. [8:  Again, almost none of Thallus’ writings exist today, but he is extensively quoted by the later historian Africanus in his ‘History of the World’, which is where this quote is from. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thallus_(historian) ] 

· Tertullian, C2 Xn apologist: At the moment of Christ’s death, the light departed from the sun, and the land was darkened at noonday, which wonder is related in your own annals, and is preserved in your archives to this day
· IOW: Look in the archives of your own nation – this was well known - you’ll find records of this.
· /Have many of those records today b/c it’s 2000 years later – but if it really happened, this is about what you’d expect to find by our point in history. 
· We have a reasonable faith. 
· Speak to sceptics: If /believe: is it the evidence – or is it your starting point that impossible things /happen.[endnoteRef:9]  [9:  This is an example of presuppositional apologetics: the beliefs you espouse are not really based on the evidence at all, but on the presuppositions you hold. If a person can withhold their presupposition for a moment, and look at the evidence, they may find the evidence more convincing than they imagined.] 

· If that’s your working assumption, /believe.
· Suspend that assumption: look at evidence. See where the evidence leads.
· What are we to make of this darkness?
· God had done this sort of thing before:
· 9th plague on Egypt – Moses – 3 days of darkness – total darkness covered Egypt for three days. No-one could see anyone else or move about for three days[endnoteRef:10]. Darkness so thick could be felt[endnoteRef:11]. [10:  Exodus 10:21-22]  [11:  Exodus 10:21] 

· Joshua 10 – sun stands still in sky – whole day – Amorite sun-god worshippers – imagine panic as Israel’s God stops their god.[endnoteRef:12] [12:  https://www.gotquestions.org/sun-stood-still.html ] 

· God of the Bible is fully able to do this sort of thing.
· Prophesied - Amos writing 750BC: 
Amos 8:8-10 Will not the land tremble…the whole land will rise… [earthquake]
   I will make the sun go down at noon [noon!]
   and darken the earth in broad daylight.
I will turn your religious festivals [Passover?] into mourning
and all your singing into weeping...
I will make that time like mourning for an only son [death of an only son]
   and the end of it like a bitter day. [bitterest day in history]
· Connects physical with emotional. Darkness: sadness – mourning[endnoteRef:13].  [13:  Also: Acts 2 – J alive – HS comes – P preaches – quotes prophet Joel - explain what happened: Acts 2:20 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. The context is a little complicated which is why I didn’t preach this. But it’s at the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost. Peter connects these celestial events with the coming of the Spirit after the death & resurrection of Jesus, not his second coming which is what we might assume.] 

· Symbolism is pretty clear: light had been extinguished – darkness is here[endnoteRef:14]. [14:  RT Kendall has an interesting take on the darkness in his book Pigeon Religion (p26). He says the darkness is the presence of God, as seen at the mercy seat in the Temple (Leviticus 16:2, cf 2Chronicles 6:1) – and that the darkness was God’s seal on the atonement.] 

· Miraculous light signified his birth – star illuminated the place where the baby lay – light came to show the light of the world had come.
· Miraculous darkness signified his death – the sun was extinguished to show the light of the world was gone[endnoteRef:15]. [15:  This observation is from Matthew Henry’s commentary on this passage. ] 



Curtain[endnoteRef:16] [16:  Lots of scholarly background here: https://www.etsjets.org/files/JETS-PDFs/49/49-1/JETS_49-1_97-114_Gurtner.pdf ] 

· Temple in J – curtain – separated most holy place from rest of Temple. Serious about that - /enter God’s presence - /approach God. Fundamental to Jewish worship[endnoteRef:17]. [17:  By the time of the Second Temple (Herod’s Temple) – there was nothing actually in the Holy of Holies, except a raised are to show where the Ark of the Covenant would have been had it not gone missing at the Babylonian captivity.] 

· Curtain 60’ x30’ – ancient Jewish tradition says as thick as your hand[endnoteRef:18]. [18:  There’s disagreement over the thickness of it and about how it was made. https://cbumgardner.wordpress.com/2010/04/06/the-thickness-of-the-temple-veil/ ] 

· Represented separation – sins have separated you from God (Isaiah[endnoteRef:19]) [19:  Isaiah 59:2] 

· Not sure how it was decorated, but the curtain in the Tabernacle – same function – had images - cherubim angels woven into it[endnoteRef:20]. [20:  Exodus 26:31] 

· Idea: after Adam & Eve sinned - Cherubim guarded the way back to Eden[endnoteRef:21] – separating them from God. [21:  Exodus 3:24] 

· v38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.
· Imagine that curtain being torn from top to bottom. Imagine trying to tear it yourself – 60 feet high – prob several inches thick. Let’s say you’re going to have a go. At the very least – start at the bottom. 
· Clear: top to bottom. This was not human – God’s action – only God could tear it top -> bottom. 
· As it’s torn, Holy of Holies is open – God’s presence is available to all. Imagine how the priests must have felt that day when it happened?
· Would have been v busy – Passover – busiest time of year. Anyone can see in – way is open to enter into presence of God.
· Whole system destroyed: /need for HP - /Caiaphas - /sacrifices -/incense - /Day of Atonement – all redundant - obsolete
· Suddenly – all that mystique – mystery: gone
· /mystical faith - /bells, smells – smoke - ceremonies, robes – all passed away.
· Why we try to keep church simple – J made the way to God simple for us - /add a bunch of complicated ceremonies!

2 transformed people – B: /theology. Ppl!
Centurian (v39)
· First person to respond to death of J. /disciple - /Peter - /women.
· Roman soldier. One of those who killed J. Enemy.
· Surely this man was the Son of God!
· Tell us? Death of J is powerful!
· Mark 10:45 the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. 
· Starts here! Starts w one of those who killed him. Guy in charge of executing J – ends up a follower! Crazy!
· If J death ransomed even one of those who killed him - /is safe from being transformed by Jesus!
· Mark’s first readers: Xn slaves in Rome. Fairly miserable lives at times. 
· Hope: very first person to be transformed by death of J: Roman. /Stop praying for masters - /praying for enemies.
· /Give up praying for family – kids - friends.
· And do you see? Purpose of Mark’s gospel: fulfilled. 1:1 The beginning of the good news [gospel] about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God.  
· Jewish Peter understood: J is Messiah back in ch8.
· Gentile centurion understood: J is Son of God.
· That’s the purpose of the book. To convince us: J the Messiah is the SoG.

Joseph of Arimathea (v42-46)
· Know? 
· v43 Prominent member of the council (Sanhedrin). 
· Remember: had J killed. Spat. Blindfolded – punched[endnoteRef:22]. [22:  Mark 14:65 = note the guards are mentioned separately beating Jesus. The rest was very much the work of the Sanhedrin.] 

· Unanimous: agreed J must die.
· But Luke 23:51 a good and upright man who had not consented to their decision and action
· Sounds to me like Joseph kept his head down that day[endnoteRef:23].  [23:  John’s gospel tells us Nicodemus was in a similar position.] 

· John 19:38 Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders.
· While the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus[endnoteRef:24]… [24:  Mark 14:55] 

· Grotesque unfair trial: Joseph is silent
· False witnesses: silent
· Spit at him – blindfold him & beat him: silent.
· But now: goes to Pilate – requests the body: decent burial[endnoteRef:25].  [25:  For an interesting take on the evidence for Jesus’ burial: https://jamesbishopblog.com/2015/11/25/jesus-fact-5-jesus-burial-by-joseph-of-arimathea/ ] 

· Normally: bodies of criminals: rubbish tip, burned w waste from city.
· But Joseph can see: /right. J deserves a decent burial. In fact, burial fit for a nobleman.
· Think of cost for Joseph
· Cost of tomb – burial spices – all v expensive[endnoteRef:26]. [26:  Matthew 27:60] 

· Nothing compared to social cost: what about his reputation – his safety – his career?
· But Joseph has been transformed by Jesus death. 
· What he saw in those few hours convinced him everything was worth giving up to honour Jesus.
· You today? Is he worth it for you? Stand up & be counted as his?

Music team up
Famous words: “Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.”

Pr: Thx: Centurion: tough guy sceptic transformed. Thx: Joseph: scared religious guy transformed. Whichever we’re most like, may we each be transformed by Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God. 

Sing: When I Survey

Benediction: 
1Corinthians 16:13 Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong. So Lord send us out into this week with the courage of Joseph, to be unashamed and unafraid, transformed by the all-demanding love of God.






















