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14:1-11 #44[endnoteRef:1] Costly Devotion [1:  The same account is also in Matthew 26:6-13 (very similar) – and John 12:1-11 (more detailed).] 


· Somehow /feel right – this part of the gospels in summer.
· Better: gloomy, dark evening in winter. Why?
· Moving into – darkest moments of J life – also some of most poignant.

14:1-2 Background – then get into story[endnoteRef:2]: Now the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were scheming to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. ‘But not during the festival,’ they said, ‘or the people may riot.’ [2:  v1 has the Passover only 2 days away whereas the parallel passage in John 12:1 has it 6 says away. Which is correct? I think the events of Mark 14:3-11 took place six days before the Passover, as per John 12. So why does Mark say it was 2 days away? 
Actually, he doesn’t, at least not quite. v3 begins “while he was in Bethany”. When was that? 11:11 tells us Jesus was staying in Bethany while he visited Jerusalem. Presumably with Lazarus, Mary & Martha who appear to all live in the town, although not necessarily together. So Mark doesn’t really tell us exactly when this happened. v1-2 are background and could just as easily be tacked onto the end of chapter 13. 
So why does Mark periscope this event here? I think it’s to keep the narrative moving. It serves as a clear start-point to Jesus’ arrest, death & burial narrative. ] 

· CP, ToL: scheming. Wanted J dead. Why?
· Troublemaker.
· Turned over tables (11:15-18) – their income stream. Ill-gotten gains through corruption. J openly challenged them. House of prayer -> den of robbers.
· Parable of Tenants: against them. Ppl like them killed prophets – kill M.
· Told ppl to watch out (12:38-40) – love attention – flowing robes – best seats. God will punish them most severely.
· Had enough. Dead.
· Quietly: crowds think J is great. Passover: Jer packed.
· /Riot. Waiting for an opportunity. Scheming. Net drawing in.
· End of psg: 14:10-11 Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to them. They were delighted to hear this and promised to give him money. So he watched for an opportunity to hand [Jesus] over.
· CP & ToL scheming to arrest & kill J. Judas provides the opportunity: Inside information of J comings & goings.
· Starts & ends w ppl trying to kill J. In the middle: a woman who receives some of the greatest accolades from J in all the gospels.
· Meant to see: contrast. Among the hate, persecution, evil, corruption, betrayal – trying to kill an innocent man -> Bright shining faith, love, devotion.
· That’s how it is s/t. Maybe today: surrounded by darkness. Home – work – community. Bro-sis: shine bright in ur devotion to J. 
· /Put off by darkness. Darkness just makes the light shine brighter. Shine in school – family – work - /ashamed of faith. Do good – stand up straight – be counted.

· Into story: While all scheming is going on, J eating a meal w disciples: v3 [Jesus] was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of Simon the Leper
· Also Mt, John. John’s acct esp: tells us all kinds of extra details –> ignore today b/c know what Mark wanted us to make of the story.
· Simon the Leper: /Eat at house of s/o w leprosy. Social reject. On own – hut at edge of town – leper colony. /Dinner parties! 
· So Simon - ex-leper – J healed. Maybe thank you dinner party.
· Reclining at the table – picture. Eating their bread – bit of olive oil – vinegar – meat? Nice dinner party. Then…

Her devotion was costly
· One of the women[endnoteRef:3] came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head. [3:  It was Mary of Bethany, but since Mark doesn’t mention this I won’t either.] 

· Who is she? Mark: Anon. See?
· One side: CP & ToL: rich, powerful – well-known - flowing robes & important seats at banquets & synagogues – education.
· Other side: anon woman – in the house of a leper.
· Who is more devoted?[endnoteRef:4] Who is more spiritually switched-on? [4:  Mark’s gospel written to followers of J in Rome – mostly slaves. It’s helpful to think through that lens. How would this sound to them?] 

· /ever let impressive-looking ppl w theological degrees and long robes – make you feel inferior. Do you love the Lord?
· Alabaster: soft white stone – easy to carve[endnoteRef:5].  [5:  Image is C1 alabaster flask with stopper, from Cyprus. Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/243990 ] 

· Nard – essential oil – extract plant: Himalayas – v expensive – long way!
· Normally: mix: cheaper. But this was pure nard – unmixed.
· Expensive. 5ml = >£13; Amount she used: even today w industrial processing: > £1k[endnoteRef:6]. Fortune back then. Year’s wages (v5) – You! [6:  This is a bit convoluted but hopefully accurate: The Greek is nothing to do with “half a litre”, it’s “1 litra”, which was 60 Shekels in weight, not volume. Since a shekel is 14.1g, that’s 846g of Nard. Since oils are about 80% of the weight of water, and 1ml of water is 1g, that gets us to about 1litre (by volume) of Nard. That can be bought here, for about £1k. https://www.essentialoilsdirect.co.uk/spikenard_essential_oil_nardostachys_jatamansi_1_kilo.html  Of course, it would be fair to assume that costs have decreased significantly with agriculture and mechanisation and that in her day it would have been a lot more valuable. Another clue comes from Judas’ comment that it was worth a year’s wages.] 

· She broke the jar and poured the perfume on his head.
· Takes this jar – breaks seal. Pours it all out over J. Towel.
· Immediately: strong – pungent - smell. Really strong! 

Her devotion was perceptive
· Doing? Maybe think of OT prophets, priests, kings: anointed. Sign of being set apart – chosen for a task: presence of God with them. But: olive oil. This: nard – completely different.
· J tells us exactly what she was doing: v8 She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial.
· Nard: burial perfume[endnoteRef:7] - what?  [7:  I know next to nothing about perfume, but I guess maybe nard provided a woody note that would then be sweetened with other scents to make perfume. https://earlychurchhistory.org/fashion/ancient-perfume/ ] 

· Talking to Pakistani man this week – said, yes we do that today[endnoteRef:8]. Perfumed oil – part of burial rituals – hides any bad smells until buried. [8:  https://medium.com/@memori.io/12-essential-items-for-islamic-jenazah-preparation-b69dd89685e4 ] 

· Takes this hugely expensive perfumed oil – pours it out over J body as if he were dead. 
· Very strange behaviour! If I started doing funeral rites: commit her body to the ground – ashes to ashes – dust to dust – sure & certain hope of the resurrection – woah! Know s/t I don’t?!
· Exactly point: she knows what’s coming. This woman: listening carefully – J had predicted many times. Lamb of God - /sins – Passover sacrifice.
· Others: in denial. She got it – see net closing. Knows J death is close.
· My guess: from her POV: who knows how J body will be treated after death. Criminals: bodies often left on crosses – burned. 
· Wants to show her devotion to J while she still can: what J says: v8 she did what she could. She /be able to honour him in death – but she can honour him in life: perceptive act of devotion.
· Maybe today: think of J as a great historical figure – did lots of good – loved ppl –> might admire him, but /love him. 
· Perhaps see devotion of others here: weird. I could never be like that - /speak like that -> /Know him. She knew him.
· If you know who he is -> love him – or hate him?
· Ambivalent? /Know him at all?

Her devotion was criticised
· v4-5 Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, ‘Why this waste of perfume? It could have been sold for more than a year’s wages and the money given to the poor.’ And they rebuked her harshly.
· Some of other disciples: /act of costly devotion -> money down the drain. What a waste! 
· Did the mental calculation: J not worth that much. /Worth that much money. Not worth it.
· /understand: no cost too high to show devotion to him. Always worth it!
· Whatever he asks of you: /too much. He’s always worth it. 
· Stick to your principles in office. /Lie. /Join in w whinging abt dreadful spouse. /Join in w smutty jokes. 
· Lord: costly! Worth it!
· Behave diff from rest of family: mock you – annoyed b/c committed to being in ch on Sundays - /get it – trouble. 
· Lord: costly! Worth it!
· Dirn of life: call to ministry, missions instead of a proper career. Or deliberately /take promotion b/c committed to some ministry here. Others: waste – earning $$$! 
· Lord: costly! Worth it!

Her devotion was timely
· Some of disc reckoned that there were plenty of poor people – better to help them. Think of all the good you could have done w that money!
· Good thing – important. But not as important as J.
· Maybe resonates w you too? 
· v7 The poor you will always have with you, and you can help them any time you want. But you will not always have me. 
· Can do all kinds of good works in the world – and we should. J more impt.
· Churches always trying to get tension right: 
· doing good – building community – helping ppl – loving OA well. 
· But: Making sure J is #1. Always.
· Isn’t it easy to find ourselves doing stuff – good stuff – family stuff – community stuff – even spiritual stuff -> but forgetting him!
· She had it right.
· Notice J extraordinary claim: But you will not always have me.
· One thing more impt than helping the poor. Being devoted to me. 
· Imagine: I said that. Foodbank is good – caring for homeless, foster carer – adopting a child – caring for an elderly relative is good. 
· But you can do that any time. While I’m here: more impt: devoted to me. 
· Breathless arrogance! Either: words of a crazy self-obsessed cult-leader
· Or he’s telling the truth: God in human form. B/c /human: that important.
· You must choose.


Her devotion was appreciated
· I wonder how she felt when the others criticised her? 
· They feel so aggrieved abt it, look:
· v4 saying indignantly to one another – discussion amongst themselves. Talking abt her like she’s not there.
· v5 rebuke her harshly – Gk: nostrils flared – angry.
· Ever been there? Trying to do good – end up making s/o angry.
· Hard to take criticism – esp when it’s from your own team. 
· Expect a bit of trouble from outside world. Hard when it’s your bro-sis.
· Wonder how she felt? Pretty gutted.
· Listen to J: v6 ‘Leave her alone,’ said Jesus. ‘Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. 
· v9 Truly I tell you – IOW: listen up & listen up good! wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.
· Msg: your devotion to J might /appreciated by world. Even in ch – s/t misunderstood - critiqued – even to face. 
· Know who cares? Know who is pleased? Jesus. 
· Whatever you give in devotion to him -> /wasted - /forgotten

Quiet. Music team up

Pr: Remember those today: devotion to J is hugely costly: bro-sis China, Iran, parts of India. Ppl we know personally: protection – courage. 
Ourselves in much smaller ways: courage. Confess how cold our hearts are towards you s/t. Have mercy – help us see more clearly who you are – through your word – soften our hearts thru Sp - that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.

Only one who is worthy of all praise & devotion & honour.
Sing: Only a Holy God

Drinks outside.
Pray for OA. /Special about mine!

Benediction: the grace (on screen)



