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#42 The End of the Temple (13v1-23)[endnoteRef:1] [1:  RC Sproul’s 3x sermons on Mark 13 were very helpful in understanding this passage. ] 

· 2 subjects at school – hated: PE. Even worse: history. Teacher: boring. 
· Shame: years: /interested. /Care. Now: love.
· Today! History. Know?
· Josephus: 220k words[endnoteRef:2]. Tacitus, Eusabius. [2:  https://www.gutenberg.org/files/2850/2850-h/2850-h.htm ] 

· Best: “Receive this Book, the most valuable thing that this world affords. Here is Wisdom; this is the royal Law; these are the lively Oracles of God.”

· 13:1 As Jesus was leaving the Temple – significant: 
· Ch11,12 – seen J condemning T system again & again: corruption of power-hungry, money-grabbing, unspiritual leaders. 
· Stunning example last time: poverty-stricken widow – putting her very last 2 coins – all she had to live on – to support this corrupt system.
· When J leaves, /game over. Done w it. 
· As leaving, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Look, Teacher! What massive stones! What magnificent buildings!’
· Picture: scale – huge: ~35 acres: 23 football pitches[endnoteRef:3]. [3:  Nice description here: http://www.steppesoffaith.com/apologetics/king-herod-magnificent-temple ] 

· Abt: Hanley park: Avenue Rd to canal, College Rd to Ridgeway Rd.
· Mountain itself – Moriah (Abraham -> Isaac) - /big enough. Vast retaining walls, 150’ high, 16’ wide.
· Some of stones: 18m x 3m x 2.5m – 500t
· Columns: 3 ppl outstretched[endnoteRef:4]. [4:  All the models and most of the details are from Josephus’ descriptions. (Chapter 5) https://penelope.uchicago.edu/josephus/war-5.html#:~:text=It%20was%20solid%20as%20high,than%20the%20other%20towers%20had. ] 

· Holy Place – gold. Mountain of white marble & gold. Historian Josephus: /look at it on a sunny day – sun reflected so brightly. 
· Looking at this: in awe of grandeur – scale.
· J: v2 Do you see all these great buildings? Not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down.
· Outrageous prophecy! Nothing at that time made that likely. 
· Most impr T of ancient world. Centre of Roman Empire. 
· Still being built by Herod Antipas, one of most powerful men on earth.
· Imagine: I said: Westminster Abbey –> rubble. 
· You’d think: crazy. 
· That’s what makes this such an interesting prophecy: Sounds insane. 
· But if J was right: make v specific prophecy: listen to him!
· Hint: he was right: 70AD – <40yrs later: destroyed. 
· Disc ask obv qn: v3 Peter, James, John and Andrew asked him privately, ‘Tell us, when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are all about to be fulfilled?’
· In response: J longest teaching in Mark’s gospel. 
· In some ways, some of hardest to understand. Quick overview:
· v5-23 signs that dest coming. Scatter - flee (v14)
· v24-end – sounds like end of world. Gather his elect (v27)
· Some: Hard to figure out which!
· Mistake: Some of us: hear-read this: immediately think of now – end times – how many of these are fulfilled in our day? 
· Mistake: addressed to disc about dest of T[endnoteRef:5].  [5:  Someone might ask, well what about the parallel account in Matthew 24? There, the disciples say, “what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” I think there’s more ambiguity there. But even there, I think we could legitimately argue that Jesus did come in judgement in 70AD, and that was the end of the Jewish age.] 

· v30 Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened – looking at Peter, James, John, Andrew[endnoteRef:6].  [6:  Mark 9:1 some who are standing here will not taste death before they see that the kingdom of God has come with power. (Also Luke 9:27; Matthew 16:28.) What does that phrase mean? It cannot be talking about something very immediate (like Jesus’ death & resurrection), for none of them would “taste death” before then (except Judas). Jesus’ language implies something some time off, by which some of the disciples would have died, but others would be alive. The destruction of the Temple in 70AD fits. 13:26 then could then be a description of Jesus’ fully inaugurating his reign. The age of the Jews is over. They age of the Gentiles has begun. If so, we make far too little of the significance of the destruction of the Temple in 70AD.] 


Signs leading up to the destruction of the Temple:
False Messiahs (v5-6)
Jesus said to them: ‘Watch out that no one deceives you. Many will come in my name, claiming, “I am he,” and will deceive many.
· Disc: Have to be careful. Leading up to dest of T: lots of false Messiahs: ppl claim to be Jesus come back. 
· Maybe why Apostles – most snr leaders: eye-witnesses to J. No photos. Had to be ppl who could visibly recognise the true Messiah - /taken in.
· And lots did come[endnoteRef:7]. [7:  Josephus records several. And you only have to look at the proliferation of gnostic “gospels” from the late C1 to see how many people were making such claims. ] 


War, unrest (v7-8a)
When you hear of wars and rumours of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
· The time of J: remarkably peaceful. 
· Before T destroyed: You’ll hear about wars - /afraid. 
· 40AD mad Emperor Caligula decided to put up a statue of himself in the T[endnoteRef:8].  [8:  Read about it here: https://www.romanjews.com/ancient-rome-and-judea-caligula-and-the-temple-of-jerusalem/ ] 

· Imagine uproar: Do not make idols. Do not have any gods before me. Emperor was considered a god by Romans[endnoteRef:9].  [9:  Exodus 20:3-6] 

· Jews furious. Rumours rife: war abt to break out. Herod talked him out of it.
· 68AD Emperor Nero: suicide -> plunged Empire into civil war[endnoteRef:10]. [10:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Year_of_the_Four_Emperors ] 

· J predicting a time of chaos & war: don’t worry. It will be OK. Must happen.

Natural disasters (v8b)
There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth-pains.
· Earthquakes: 62AD Pompeii; 64AD Colossae & Laodicea[endnoteRef:11] [11:  https://turkisharchaeonews.net/site/laodicea-lycus ] 

· Famines: Acts 11:28 Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) 
· 46-47AD – river Nile in Egypt flooded – wiping out crops in Egypt[endnoteRef:12] – grain prices skyrocketed – thousands – poor - died of starvation. [12:  https://www.jstor.org/stable/1508135 ] 

· J prediction: right. You’ll have to go through this.
· Hope: Beginning of birth pains: point: painful – hang on in there: something better coming! /Give up.

Persecution (v9,11)
‘You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues. 
· Book of Acts almost a commentary on these verses. Severe persecution from: at first Jews – later Rome.
· Imagine how this must have sounded to Peter, James, John, Andrew: all fishermen: On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them... 
· You will declare the gospel to those kinds of ppl: leaders – ppl in power – ppl /rub shoulders with.
· Imagine: what will we say???
· v11 Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.
· HS will work in you – through you – to glorify Jesus. /Worry – just be willing to speak up. 
· Evangelism in park tmrw. /Say: speak. 
· J preparing his followers: training them – what to expect.

Gospel everywhere (v10)
1st tricky bit: remember context: destruction of T –> 70AD: And the gospel must first be preached to all nations.
· Fit? Like to apply that to now – before J returns. 
· Actually, no: says here: gospel -> all nations before dest of T. How?
· Think Acts 2:5 Jerusalem: God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. Heard sound of disciples – filled w Sp – speaking in all kinds of languages. Utterly amazed, they asked: ‘Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt … Libya, visitors from Rome…Cretans and Arabs – we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own languages!’
· Acts 17:6 Christians: caused trouble all over the world
· Romans 1:8 your faith is being reported all over the world
· Mean? /China? /Brazil? 
· Whole Roman world. Within a few decades – msg of J: infiltrated whole Roman world. 
· J saying: before the T destroyed, gospel is going to spread throughout the empire. 
· Crazy! So far, towns & villages around Galilee & a bit in Jerusalem. 

Families divided (v12)
· Persecution was severe for the early Xns. First few yrs: Jewish leaders persecuted Christians. By 60AD: Romans. 
· Why? B/c Xns were becoming a threat: growing in numbers. Refused to worship Emperor.
· That’s why in lots of NT: emphasis on good citizenship. Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honour the emperor.
· Show Xns /threat - /start a revolution.
· Emp Nero esp: hated Xns. Historian Tacitus: records: Xns arrested – tortured – gave up names of other Xns – arrested & executed[endnoteRef:13].  [13:  Annals, Tacitus, book 15, chapter 44. https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.02.0078%3Abook%3D15%3Achapter%3D44 ] 

· ‘Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. Exactly what happened under Nero. Tragedy. Xn ppl turned against their own families – under extreme pressure. 
· Historian Tacitus: Nero … inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations[endnoteRef:14] [14:  Ibid.] 

· v13 Everyone will hate you because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.
· Hang on in there – stand firm! Hold on: birth pains. Baby is coming!
Final sign: the “abomination” (v14-22)
One final sign: ‘When you see “the abomination that causes desolation” standing where it does not belong – let the reader understand – then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.
· What on earth is that?
· History: Zealots started an uprising against Roman occupation in 66AD. 
· Needless to say: Rome fought back – AD70 Emperor Titus[endnoteRef:15] laid siege to Jerusalem.  [15:  He was a General at the time, but became Emperor later after his father, Vespasian died.] 

· Eventually broke down walls – destroyed city & T & killed everyone. 
· That’s why J says: when you see that abomination coming – when you see s/o coming to the T who /belong there – with all these other things – flee! Run for your lives!
· Let no one on the housetop go down or enter the house to take anything out. 
· Flat rooves – sitting there – hear abt approaching army: /even go back inside to grab some stuff: just flee!
· Let no one in the field go back to get their cloak. Pray: /winter. Harder journey. Just get out. those will be days of distress unequalled from the beginning, when God created the world, until now – and never to be equalled again. If the Lord had not cut short those days, no one would survive. But for the sake of the elect, whom he has chosen, he has shortened them. 
· Suffering won’t kill you. Losing hope will. 
· People can survive appalling starvation, even torture – physically. But if you lose hope: die. 
· J: So be on your guard; I have told you everything in advance.
· If you know there’s a better future, you can endure. That’s what J was doing here. Birth pains. 
· Explain phrase let the reader understand: Coded language. /Put in writing: when you see the forces of Rome come and invade the Temple… 
· Undermine all that good citizen stuff –> persecution – written gospels banned. 
· But for those who know: recognise Daniel 9,11,12 – referring to someone who would come and destroy the city & temple[endnoteRef:16]. You know what I’m talking abt! [16:  Daniel 9:26] 

· Josephus records 1.1M Jews killed in Jer. Bloodbath. Holocaust. 
· In fact, 1.1M ^population. Why: many ppl from surrounding towns & villages – saw army coming -> fled to Jerusalem
· Natural: most fortified city on earth: 150’ high walls – 16’ thick. Safe. 
· J told his followers -> hills. 
· Opposite to conventional wisdom. V few Xns died[endnoteRef:17].  [17:  In fact, not a single Christian is named in all the historic records. https://christianhistoryinstitute.org/magazine/article/not-one-stone-left-upon-another ] 

· Protecting his ppl.

What difference did all this make?
· Unthinkable that the T will be destroyed. But God: had enough with it – all corruption. John 1:11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 
· J came to the T – to the T authorities – to the ones whose job it was to bring ppl to God – to look for Messiah. And they /receive him: rejected him.
· T: destroyed – /rebuilt. 
· Sadducees: gone[endnoteRef:18]. Jewish ruling council disbanded. Pharisees: back to their local synagogues. Today: Huge mosque[endnoteRef:19]. [18:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanhedrin#During_Jewish%E2%80%93Roman_Wars ]  [19:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_in_Jerusalem ] 

· End of the Jewish era[endnoteRef:20]. /Think we’ve made enough of this. B/c of this prophecy - Gospel: international. [20:  Luke 21:24 – parallel acct: Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. ] 

· No need for a T: /go somewhere to meet w God. Instead God comes to us. HS indwells his ppl. Meet w God anytime, anywhere – far better than they could in T.
· Does all this mean God has done with the Jewish nation? 
· Far from it! Romans 9-11 Jews cut off so gentiles can be grafted in[endnoteRef:21]. [21:  Romans 11:17-18] 

· God’s love for Jewish ppl – calling to them: irrevocable. But they are hardened – until the full number of Gentiles has come in – and then there will be a great turning of the Jewish people to their Messiah. Bible study – 2wks evening!

Conclusion (v20-23)
· Most amazing thing. <24hrs before his arrest – trial – torture – execution: what is J thinking abt? 
· Love for his ppl – care.
· What a Saviour we have – see again & again – thinking of his beloved ppl.
· This passage is a stunning prophecy – to J followers: seemed utterly impossible at the time. 
· But J was right. He is God of all history. Our faith is founded on historic truth. 
· Explore this faith: dig deep into history – theology – ask questions - /satisfied with cliches & easy answers. 
· Homegroup – sign up next week. Sunday evening. Reed books. 
· Put your faith in X: Global King of all history.
Quiet. Music team up

Pr: Thx: /worship a local king – local god. The King of Kings. God of all history. Thx: when we trust you - put our hands into yours – put our lives into your hands – safe. 

Song reminds us: this faith we share: universal across every country – tribe – language & nation on earth.
Sing: Jesus Shall Reign

Stack up chairs

Benediction: We go from here today as citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven, and as ambassadors of Jesus the King of Kings. Help us live lives worthy of his great name. Amen.

