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Children’s talk
Prepare: Lego brick, small stone, nettle, plug, drawing pin, big nails. Covered over.
· What’s most painful thing ever trod on?
· Discuss.
· Reveal items – try one or two. 
· Rate 1-10 for pain.
· How well could walk afterwards?
· Show nail: how much would it hurt to go though feet?
· Explain what happened to Jesus:
· Whipped & beaten up
· Nailed to a wooden cross
· Spear
· Dead.
· 3 days later: Luke 24:13 Sunday…Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 
· disciples walking from Jerusalem to Emmaus. 7 miles. About from here to Stanley Head.
· And Jesus appears and walks with them.
· If you’d had nails hammered through your feet last Friday, do you think you’d be going on a long walk today? 
· Think back to the pain of treading on those things!
· Anyone broken a toe? Tried to walk? How did it feel?
· 7 miles!
· /Got better, /went to hospital and had an operation and rested for a bit!
· He was resurrected – raised from the dead and came back to life.
· That means Jesus is alive – and that changes EVERYTHING.













Jesus is Alive (Luke 24:1-12; 1Corinthians 15:1-8)
· Xn stands and falls on resn. 
· Central theme of Xn right from v beginning:
· Peter: Acts 2:23 you, with the help of wicked men, put [Jesus] to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 
· Acts 3:15 You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 
· Acts 4:10 that this man stands before you healed…by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead.
· Read to us: 1Cor 15 I want to remind you of the gospel – the good news – by this gospel you are saved: …Christ died for our sins … he was buried …he was raised on the third day.
· Basis of the good news. 
· If Jesus was not raised – if his bones are in the ground somewhere - he’s just another religious leader. 
· In fact, a failure & a liar because he said he’d rise from the dead. 
· But if Jesus’ body was literally, physically, raised: he’s utterly unique. 
· No-one else in history.
· When he says he has conquered death – and can help us do the same: listen to him!

Evidence for resn?
What everyone agrees: 3 things
· Jesus existed, and was crucified by the Romans. Gospels – historic.
· Roman historians: (Pliny the Younger, Tacitus, Suetonius)
· Jewish historians: (Josephus, Mara bar Sarapion, the Talmud)
· Greek philosophers: (Thallus, Lucian, Celsus). 
· There was an empty tomb.
· The body went missing v soon after burial.
· Christianity spread rapidly
· Resn: /Obscure peripheral theology – heart of what it means to be Xn: J is alive. Spread rapidly with that msg.

Detectives: mystery!
#1 Lie. Disciples made it all up

But think about…
· Women: First witnesses were women. In the Jewish community, the testimony of women /count[endnoteRef:1].  [1:  https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Shevuot.4.1?lang=bi ] 

· If make up a story – want: accepted: make it about a man finding the empty tomb.
· In fact, women: stars of story: first witnesses to resn – first to believe. 
· Men: Luke 24:11 they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 
· Men: when J appears to them all: Luke 24:37 They were startled and frightened
· If made up: make the men the reliable witnesses. 
· Motivation? Imagine: one of disciples. Been following J around 3 yrs – given up home, jobs, income, family[endnoteRef:2]. [2:  Luke 9:57-62] 

· Your hero – master – just crucified – died & buried in a tomb. All over. How do you feel?
· Devastated – betrayed – disillusioned – embarrassed.
· Just wasted last 3yrs. 
· Want to just go home – forget all abt it.
· Last thing: make up some story abt him rising from dead.
· Making out he’s a conquering hero – defeated sin & death.
· /sense.

#2 Fraud: The disciples overpowered the guards, moved the stone, re-buried the body in secret, and told everyone Jesus had risen.
But think about…
· How, practically?
· Pilate: Matthew 27:65 Take a guard. Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.
· At least 4 highly-trained, armed soldiers. Sealed tomb. Illegal to break. Arrest.
· Within a few days, freely preaching, saying J had risen from dead. Been immediately arrested & executed.
· Die for a lie? 
· 11/12 disciples were executed b/c their belief that J rose from dead.
· Prob things you’d be willing to die for: kids? free speech? Women in Iran – cause they believe in: rights & freedoms of women.
· Would you die for s/t know is a lie? 
· If they made it up – stolen body – then they died for a cause they knew: lie. Under pressure of torture: body is here…
· S/t happened: convinced them J was alive – so they would stake lives on it.

#3 [Optional] Mistake. The women and disciples went to the wrong tomb and were fooled into thinking Jesus had risen. Stressful time. Mistakes happen.
But think about…
· The Jewish leaders hated this new competitor religion. 
· Romans: also hated: threat to stability: J is Lord instead of Caesar. 
· So when disciples go round proclaiming J risen from dead: done? 
· Here’s the body! /Happen.

#4 [Optional] Hallucination. Grief does strange things to you. They all dreamed it or were part of a mass hallucination.
But think about…
· Wasn’t just 1-2 ppl – many witnesses to resn. 15 separate events recorded in scripture – various groups and individuals. 500.
· Christian writer and psychiatrist Adrian Warnock[endnoteRef:3]: “having spoken to many people with hallucinations … it is extremely rare for any hallucination to be shared by 2 people. I have certainly never heard of a case of a larger group of twelve, let alone five-hundred” [3:  Raised with Christ, p51] 

· Seeing hallucinations -> mental health crisis. Most of us – prob seen some s/o really struggling with mental health. 
· Think: tend to be[endnoteRef:4]: fearful – incoherent – dysfunctional. [4:  https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK519704/table/ch3.t20/ ] 

· Do you think: ready to start a movement – win ppl over by persuasive, nuanced argument? 
· J disciples: transformed: emboldened – coherent – persuasive. Mentally: sharper!

#5 Jesus recovered in the cold tomb. /Die.
· Muslims:
· Recovered
· Crucified wrong person: Judas.
· Plausible? 
· Crucifixion was a death sentence[endnoteRef:5]. Romans: expert. [5:  https://www.livescience.com/65283-crucifixion-history.html ] 

· Knew how to do it: 4BC Roman General Varus crucified 2000 Jewish rebels[endnoteRef:6].  [6:  https://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/14647-varus-quintilius ] 

· Widely regarded as most painful, humiliating way to die. Our word “excruciating” – Latin: out of the cross. /Details. 
· Even if J somehow survived beating - left him too weak to carry his own cross – somehow survived crucifixion – spear into chest cavity w/o reacting in any way.
· Think what other challenges: 
· inside a sealed tomb – 3 days – no medical attention, food, water. 
· Break out of tomb – overcome guards – walk on injured feet: 7 miles.
· Most of all: had to convince disciples: conquered death. 
· 3d later: fit as a fiddle. 
· /Just somehow survived. /Hobbling abt like just had appalling ind accident!
· Implausible!

#6 Crucified wrong person. Someone swapped places w Jesus – other person crucified, buried instead. So when J turns up 3d later: he’s fine. Think: nuts – but actually one of the more mainstream views: many Muslims. Gnostic gospels: Gospel of Barnabas – C14 fake[endnoteRef:7] [7:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Barnabas ] 

But: 
· Too many witnesses to do a swap: 
· All disciples there at his arrest. From that point on, in custody. 
· At least six of J female followers - there at the crucifixion
· Inc John – one of 3 closest
· Inc J mother (John 19:26). 
· Who would willingly swap places w s/o about to be crucified? 
· Esp Judas – as some think – willing to betray J, /die in his place. 
· Completely against J own mission: die for sins of world. 
· Judas – or anyone else /complete the mission. 
· Judas – and all of us – have our own sin -> deserve death and hell.
· Only Jesus was the perfect, righteous one. Only he: good enough:  sacrificial Lamb of God. 

Only plausible explanation: Jesus Christ rose from the dead. If that’s true, it changes everything: 2 things: 
· Resn: gives us assurance of sins forgiven[endnoteRef:8]: [8:  This is from Martyn Lloyd-Jones, quoted by Warnock, p125] 

· When God raised Jesus from grave: proclaimed to the whole world: he has done everything! 
· No more death left to die. Price is paid for sin. He has completed the mission. 
· If J /raised, always be wondering: how do I know if my sin is dealt with completely? 
· How do I know there’s no more hell to pay? What if Jesus paid most of it – but still I’m a bit guilty – still part of it I need to work off in hell or purgatory?
· Only in the light of the resn: know I can stand in presence of God – freed from guilt – shame – condemnation. Jesus completed the work of dying for sin.
· 2nd: Resn: In Christ, death is a defeated enemy.
· Death may be our enemy - /enemy with infinite power. 
· Jesus has gone beyond death and shown us resurrection life beyond the grave. 
· United to him – carry you through death to the other side. And death will have no hold on you. 
· he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Talk abt death as “falling asleep”: in complete peace with God.
· We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. …We do not lose heart. … For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 
· So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.
· Bros-sis – fix your eyes on the eternal Jesus!

Quiet
Pr: Thx: intellectual robustness of Xn faith. Thx: faith is founded on historic truth. Thx F: raising X from dead – complete assurance of sins forgiven & taking us through life – and beyond death, as we cling to him.

Sing: Christ the Lord is Risen Today

Benediction: say like we mean it!
Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again!


