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12v35-44 #41 The problem of false teachers

J final public teaching – Easter week – Wednesday
· V end of ch 11 – all of ch 12 – same day.
· Just had 3 questions fired at him. Now hits back with 1 of his own.
· Look briefly:
· Quotes Ps 110 – famous Messianic song: 
· All abt glorious victory of Messiah over all enemies.
· OT: prophecies abt Messiah: descendent of David[endnoteRef:1] - SoD. [1:  Eg. 2Samuel 7:12-13; Psalm 89:3-4] 

· In J day, everyone hoping for – waiting for: Messiah – SoD.
· Ppl called J SoD: Bartimaeus (Mark 10) – esp in Matthew’s gospel. 
· What they were expecting was a man: a hero – a leader – a fighter who would destroy the Romans – but basically, a man.
· J challenging that. 
· v37 David himself calls [the Messiah] ‘Lord.’ How then can [the Messiah] be [just] his son? – must be ^just a man. 
· If SoD sits at the right hand of God -> divine.
· Messiah: far more than just a man. God come to us, clothed in human flesh.
· But they didn’t know the scriptures or the power of God[endnoteRef:2].  [2:  Verse 24] 

· The large crowd listened to him with delight.
· Of course; seeing rel leaders squirm – everyone loves that!
· But /think, great: all on side. 
· Exact same words (in original language) – 6:20 – abt Herod & JtB. Herod “listened to him with delight” – and then had him put in prison and executed.
· That’s exactly what this crowd will do: they will turn against J.

What false teachers love: (v38-40)
· ToL – scribes – wrote out OT – other legal docs too – lawyers. Experts in OT.
· Watch out[endnoteRef:3]! /Taken in. Be alert.  [3:  This is a clever translation. The Greek verb means to look, but in this context, to look warily. ] 

· This is what they like - enjoy:
· Walking around in flowing robes 
· J: why do they wear that? To look different – impressive – show off – look how clever – special – impt I am. 
· Lit: Gk: stole. name of scarf thing[endnoteRef:4]. Reason I wear: /fashion. Theology. Pastor: part of body, /mediator with God. [4:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stole_(vestment) ] 

· Greeted with respect in the market-places
· Walking round market: thank you, o most revered one for gracing our humble market-stall us with your esteemed presence… we humbly greet you. That’s what they liked.
· Most important seats in the synagogue
· chairs on the platform at the front. Used to be common in baptist ch: deacons - still is in some places.
· Places of honour at banquets
· come sit with the bride & groom at the top table. 
· J: They love all that stuff - watch out!
· Learning: when you gather Xn ppl from diff cultures: see how diff cultures emphasise diff scriptures.
· African bro-sis: respect leaders. 
· British: /respectful culture: leaders, bosses, teachers, parents. 
· Take seriously: 1Tim 5:17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honour, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. Want to honour leaders.
· Shocked – pastor /wear tie - jacket! 
· Call him Jon. Pastor Jon if you like! 
· British: read these words of Jesus: avoid anything that looks like that. As far as possible!
· Emphasise: leaders -> humble. Maybe too far!
· What matters more: heart. 
· Harder to see. J knew – we don’t always.
· J knew: they loved all that stuff. Called out.
· Look at a CoE vicar – priest - /know heart. /Know: love all that attention - /know: if pride bubbles up. 
· All I know is: I wouldn’t want that extra temptation in my life. /Give impression: cleverer – better. Bad for my soul.
· What false teachers – like ToL - do
· Sound very spiritual: For a show make lengthy prayers
· /Wrong w long prayers necessarily – and what’s long to 1 person…
· Some long prayers in B[endnoteRef:5]. [5:  Nehemiah 9:5-38; 1Kings 8:23-53; John 17:1-26] 

· Possible to pray in a way that’s wrong: to sound spiritual – impressive – everyone else: how knowledgeable – holy. Avoid.
· Devour widows’ houses
· Eat a house? Figurative language: consume families – household. Widows: most vulnerable of all.
· J saying: beware the ToL – religious leaders: eat up vulnerable ppl. Abuse & destroy vulnerable ppl, for own gain. 
· Whatever little they have: these men gobble up to add to their own wealth.
· This is why I hate preachers[endnoteRef:6] – who promise[endnoteRef:7]: if you give to my ministry – plant a seed – you’ll be blessed: tax bill will go away – car won’t break down – get a better job.  [6:  https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/what-you-should-know-about-the-prosperity-gospel/ ]  [7:  One tragic expose by the BBC: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/stories-47675301 ] 

· But only if you give me your money.
· Kenneth Copeland – Joel Osteen – Creflo Dollar ++
· Statistically, know who is most likely to respond? 
· People who are poor. 
· TV slots at night? Ppl with long-term illness, /working more likely to watch[endnoteRef:8].  [8:  https://religioninpublic.blog/2017/11/21/do-americans-believe-in-the-prosperity-gospel-heres-what-the-data-says/ ] 

· Our God: James 1:27 look after orphans and widows in their distress.
· Abomination: abuse of poor: false religion. Non-gospel, empowered by the spirit of the anti-Christ.
· That’s why J says: ToL - & those like them: 
· Result: v40 These men will be punished most severely.
· Point: always have been – always will be: false teachers – lying prophets – corrupt preachers – claim to represent God – speak God’s truth
· Actually: full of pride - speak Satanic lies – destroy ppl’s lives.
· Watch out, says J.

Enjoy people-watching? v41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. 
· In the T: various offering boxes[endnoteRef:9]. Ours! [9:  Cut for space: Many rich people threw in large amounts. Some: quietly. Some: made a big deal out of it. How know? Jesus: Matthew 6:2 when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honoured by others.] 

A poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few pence. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything – all she had to live on.’ 
· Make of it?
· Could interpret like this:
· Rich ppl gave out of their wealth to God’s purposes. Right & good.
· But how much more did this poor woman give? She had almost /begin with – but still she gave, generously. 
· That’s what God calls us to do: generous with whatever we have.
· Problem: ignores context[endnoteRef:10]. [10:  This idea was (I think) first articulated here: https://www.pas.rochester.edu/~tim/study/Widow's%20Mite.pdf But plenty of people have agreed since, including John Macarthur: https://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/41-65/ ] 

· J spent whole of last 2 chapters saying T system: utterly corrupt – obsolete.
· Sadducees & Temple authorities: conning ppl w exorbitant exchange rates & ridiculous fees - fleecing ppl out of their hard-earned cash: support their extravagant lifestyle. 
· T: should be a place of prayer for all nations – where all people meet w God -> den of robbers[endnoteRef:11]. [11:  Mark 11:17] 

· Point of fig tree: utterly cursed – about to be destroyed forever.
· Why then would Jesus be happy abt s/o freely giving money to that system? Tragedy! Alternative exp:
Example of the damage false teachers cause:
· Imagine scene: J and disciples are sitting, watching ppl throw money -> offering. 
· Some people: obv wealthy: putting in loads.
· Sad: supporting this corrupt religious system. 
· /Wrong in being generous – should be generous. But do support right thing!
· But then: obv dirt-poor widow walks up – perhaps searches around in her purse – find s/t to put in – pulls out her last two little copper coins – worth only a few pence. 
· But she’s put more in than all the others – says J: /given out of her wealth – given out of her poverty: All she had to live on. Everything. 
· Eat tonight? Rent? New shoes for kids?
· Why did she give? 
· Desperation: maybe if I do this, s/t will change?
· Right & good sense of duty: wanted to honour God. Do right thing. 
· /Blame for her. She’s the victim. She’s been abused by false teachers – phoney pastors. 
· As she takes her 2 coins -> puts them in T treasury – adding to their massive pile of ill-gotten wealth. Seeing a tragedy unfold:
· This is how corrupt the system had become. ToL & Sadducees: devoured widows’ houses. Gobbled up the poor ppl – took all they had. 
· When you look at context, I think this is an example of what that corruption looked like in real life. 
· False teachers – phoney shepherds: /victimless crime. 
· /Religious leader getting rich - but /really matter b/c y’know “ministry” happening. 
· No: this poor woman going home to an empty table – genuine poverty – suffering – to make the religious leaders rich. 
· God hates that. Says:
· Jeremiah 23:1-2 “Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my pasture! … you have scattered my flock and driven them away and have not bestowed care on them…”
· Or Matthew 23:23-24 Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices – mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law – justice, mercy and faithfulness … 
· v27-28 Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and everything unclean … on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.
· J took false teachers really seriously. Protect vulnerable.
· Bro-sis: this is why Jesus the Messiah – God in human form - came: to free ppl from bonds of oppressive religion:
· One of fave parts of gospels: Luke 4: Nazareth. Jesus gets up to speak in the Synagogue: Unrolls the scroll of Isaiah – finds this bit:
· The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
    because he has anointed me
    to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
    and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.
· Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. Everyone is watching – hear a pin drop. Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing. 
· He came to free ppl like her. And everyone else oppressed by religion that speaks death rather than life. 
· So many oppressed today:
· Talked abt false teachers: want your money.
· Others too:
· Plenty around the world: bow to a shrine in your house every morning - food rituals – cleansing rituals – praying a certain #times day – must give to this – must do a pilgrimage to Mecca or Lourdes or Ganges - to see some shrine somewhere. 
· Must do this or that or whatever – in the hope that one day you will have done enough to gain God’s favour. 
· But Jesus says: come to me[endnoteRef:12] - God – as a person: says come.  [12:  Matthew 11:28-30] 

· Anyone who is burdened – weighed down – feel weight of religion on you – come to me – find I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your soul.
· Calls the broken – dishevelled – abused – manipulated - wasted – wounded – heartbroken – those used & let down by ppl – and church -> come and find rest.

Quiet. Music team up

Pr: Thx heart of gospel – come to Jesus – find rest. /Hearts instinctively want to do – fix ourselves – make ourselves acceptable. Help us come. Pray healing for those used & abused by proud leaders. Find help & healing in the gentle saviour.

Awake, my soul & sing! What about? Of him who died to be your saviour and your matchless king.
Sing: Crown him with Many Crowns

Stack up chairs

Benediction: 
As we go back into the world – with all it’s challenges, may the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard our hearts and our minds in Christ Jesus.

