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12v12-34 #40 Three Tricky Questions

· Big chunk today 
· Bible open, v13 they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch him in his words.
· Jewish leaders: Catch him out – trick him. 3 tricky qns.
· They? 
· v12 Chief priests, ToL, elders. Sent… Pharisees, Herodians.
· All different priorities – only thing in common: hated J. 1Yr Bible college!

3 Jewish religious groups in gospels:
Chief priests/Sadducees[endnoteRef:1] [1:  I say the Sadducees and the Chief Priests are the same since in the NT they never appear in the same places together. But they behave in identical ways. Indeed Acts 5:17 clearly associates the priests with the Sadducees. This is in stark contrast to Pharisees/Sadducees/Teacher of the Law – who often appear in various combinations together.] 

· Responsible for organising, managing worship @ Temple.
· Religious professionals – elite – wealthy & powerful.
· When J said T: den of robbers[endnoteRef:2]: talking abt them! [2:  Mark 11:17] 

· Religious liberals: /resurrection - /miracles.
· Know? 2Tim 3:5 having a form of godliness but denying its power.
· A bit like: careful – some v good bishops – many: a lot of worldly power - /spiritual power.
· Hated Jesus: pointed out their corruption & hypocrisy. 

Pharisees/Elders[endnoteRef:3] [3:  I say the Pharisees and Elders are probably the same since in the NT they never appear in the same places together. But they behave in identical ways. This is in stark contrast to Pharisees/Sadducees/Teacher of the Law – who often appear in various combinations together.] 

· Other big & influential group: opp: grass-roots. Worked other jobs – businessmen: vineyards – landlords – merchants. 
· Came about after exile: /that to ever happen again. 
· Temple worship all very well, but limited. Going up 1/yr /work. 
· Live right all time: every area of life: family, work, money. Hedge around Law -> traditions.
· Developed Synagogue worship: everyone must be part of a local community of worshippers – hear word of God week by week.
· Honestly: like us in so many ways. V similar values. Moral, upright, loved word, prayer, evangelism. 
· Careful: loved their ways of doing things more than God himself.
· Hated Jesus: violated their traditions

Teachers of the Law (Scribes)
· Professional lawyers - educated – copied out the OT: knew inside out – taught to anyone who would listen. Modelled after Ezra[endnoteRef:4]. [4:  Ezra 7:6-10; Nehemiah 8:1-4, 9-13] 

· Mainly worked within the Synagogue system. Like Pharisees: aim: make the word of God available to the ordinary people. 
· Hated Jesus: authority – clarity.

2 political groups:
Herodians
· Loyal to Herod & family, the king of the Jews. 
· Herod the Great: known for massive, ambitious building projects. Temple was crowning glory.
· Herodians: happy to live under Roman rule.
· Supporters of Temple worship. Got on well with Sadducees.
· Hated J: sided with JtB against Herod & family (Mk 6)

Zealots
· Hated Roman rule. Opposite of Herodians.
· C1 freedom-fighters / terrorists.
· Jewish but like most terrorists, more about politics than religion.
· Hated J: wanted Messiah to crush Roman occupiers. Love enemies.

New to all this: /remember – fine. If reading B: help!
· All have in common: hate J – diff reasons – plot downfall. Ps 2:2 the rulers band together against the Lord and against his anointed

Scene 1: A question about tax (v13-17)
· Pharisees & Herodians[endnoteRef:5]: Pay tax to Rome or not? Deeply unpopular of course: occupied country. Tax paid to enemy. [5:  Cut for space: Butter him up a bit – flattery. Beware Prov 27:6 Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses.] 

· Trick: 
· Yes: ppl /that. Lose popularity.
· No: Rome /that: execute.
· J: bring me a denarius – show[endnoteRef:6]. [6:  Cut for space: Interesting: J /money. J: /money & /home. If you want to pursue wealth in life - /pursuing J.] 

· Caesar’s face on coin. 
· Money: Caesar’s thing – belongs to him.
· But give to God what is his. What?
· Everything belongs to God. 
· Sure: pay your taxes[endnoteRef:7] – do what you have to do. [7:  1Peter 2:13-17 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. … Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honour the emperor.] 

· Xns: /fraudsters or swindlers – honest, upright citizens. Owe tax: pay tax.
· But more impt: make sure you’re giving God what you owe him. 
· /Defraud God with half-hearted devotion. Love the Lord your God…
· Are you giving him what he is owed?
Scene 2: A question about resurrection (v18-27)
· Different group now: Sadducees - Chief priests. 
· Famously /believe in resn. Liberals. Anti-supernatural. 
· Come to J w qn abt resn.
· Focussed on one OT law: sounds v strange to our ears. Explain:
Deut 25:5-10 in essence: 
· Women: married – husband dies. Brother: duty to marry her. Married women: thinking how horrendous it would be to marry BiL!
· Point: widows v vulnerable then – and now in many societies. Point of law: She married into this family. Family /cut her adrift – ongoing resp to care for her & children. 
· Sadducees: obscure scenario[endnoteRef:8]: husband 1 dies – marries brother – he dies – marries next brother.  [8:  Probably inspired by the apocryphal Tobit 3:7-15] 

· 7 brothers – all die. Starting to sound suspicious! 
· Qn: who will she be married to in heaven?
· Daft question. Mocking J for his belief in resn which they /even believe in.
· J: you’re wrong – totally wrong – b/c v24 you don’t know the scriptures or the power of God.
· Terrible indictment on men resp for all Temple worship!
· /Scriptures. 
· /Believe God is really God. /Power. 
· Problem w liberal – revisionist approaches to Xn. 
· /Scriptures.
· /Supernatural.
· J uses an example from OT to show ppl who die are still alive. I am the God of Abraham – Isaac – Jacob. /I was. They are alive – beyond grave!
· J argument hangs on 1 word of OT.
· That’s how seriously he takes scripture!
· J goes on to say: in heaven: ppl /married – in that respect: like angels. 
· Not that they believe in angels - /believe in supernatural anyway - /believe in power of God. 
· You are badly mistaken.
· Trust scriptures like J? 
· Dozens & dozens of times J shows he believes & relies on OT scripture[endnoteRef:9].  [9:  Brief summary here: https://jewsforjesus.org/learn/jesus-references-to-old-testament-scriptures and here: https://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/stewart_don/faq/bible-authoritative-word/question17-jesus-view-of-the-old-testament.cfm ] 

· Quotes Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, Solomon, Elijah, Elisha, Zechariah, Hosea, Daniel, Moses. 
· Quotes controversial bits that sceptics deny: from Genesis 2 – creation of Adam & Eve - from Noah – Jonah.
· Do you trust scriptures like J?
· Met ppl: say: love Jesus - /believe B – esp OT. 
· Well, J did. If you love J: love what he loves!
· When you do: find the power of God in it!

Scene 3: A question about priorities (v28-34)
· This time: one of ToL. Bit different: 
· Sc1: trick J. Sc2: mock J. Sc3: genuine[endnoteRef:10]. [10:  Cut for space: In our culture, learn to discern when s/o asking a real qn. Times: been asked a stupid – foolish qn – mock – ridicule faith – tried to answer.	Matthew 7:6 do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces. Fine to say nothing – or to go on the attack. But when s/o asks a genuine qn: 1Peter 3:15 If s/o asks you where your hope comes from: Always be prepared to give an answer … with gentleness and respect. Need HS – empowered wisdom – discernment.] 

· Been listening. Impressed. Wants to know what J will say. Qn: Of all the commandments, which is the most important?
· Good qn. 613 commands in OT.
· /All equal weight[endnoteRef:11]. Debates. What do you say, Jesus? [11:  Jesus acknowledged that: Matthew 5:19] 

· Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.
· The second [most impt] is this: Love your neighbour as yourself.
Few things:
· Mean? 
· To love God: all heart – all soul – all mind – all strength[endnoteRef:12].  [12:  Some have tried to identify the precise meanings of heart, soul, mind, strength but I think it’s a futile exercise, especially when we realise that mostly in the OT only heart and soul are mentioned. Surely the point is the totality of you must love God.] 

· Everything: whole being love God – every facet – every dimension – in every way, at all times.
· And second, love people around you – whoever they are. 
· Accd to J: Love: most impt thing in whole universe!
· Both: Xn: love in both dimensions: vertical & horizontal. Both.
· Sometimes Xns and other religious ppl made this mistake: devote myself totally to God – lock myself away in a cave or up a mountain – live out my days in unhindered devotion to God. 
· Not acc to J: do that – missing 2nd most impt command[endnoteRef:13].  [13:  Cut for space: 1John 4:19-20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen.] 

· Opposite problem: secular ppl say: love your neighbour – yes, everyone agrees. 
· Secular ppl say: I can love ppl - /need to love God. Why bring God into it?
· Problem: neighbours are really, really – annoying! 
· Everyone can say: love neighbour – so long as you define “neighbour” as “friends”.
· Jesus: good Samaritan: enemies.
· Love everyone you come across – however difficult or annoying they are? Where’s that kind of love going to come from? Quickly run out of steam!
· Normal human biological wiring: self-preservation. Put me first - /you.
· Need something to happen in me: so blow my mind: overcome my natural selfishness: love those around me – whoever they are.
· Soln: admitting I haven’t: defeat. 
· I /do this. /In me. /Capability to love God 100%.
· If that’s what God’s law demands: failed. 
· They’re 2 most impt: /chance. Law-breaker. Admit & own up.
· Good news: s/o else has kept the Law – fully & completely: Jesus.
· 1 person: Loved God in every way
· 1 person: loved - even his enemies – every way
· Fulfilled the Law’s demands totally & completely. 
· Only by being united to Jesus – in X – please God.
· Eg: Let’s say: dream holiday: Butlins in Skegness – find yourself pining for the bracing north-sea air. This: longing and hope. Stoke seems drab by comparison to dreamy wonder of Skegness.
· Problem: long way. 
· But: bus that will take you there.
· Say: love the bus:
· I see the bus leave every morning: makes me dream of Skegness. Inspired by bus. 
· Feel good for a while. But /get there.
· One day – say: this is no good, inspired /enough. I shall start to follow the bus!
· Start: walk – running – soon out of sight & left behind.
· Only soln: in the bus. 
· Glorious thing: And as soon as you take your place - /worry abt getting there any more. 
· Bus will get you there. /Matter how fast or slow you are.
· /Matter if you’re blind or in a wheelchair or /money. Once in bus – it’s all down to the bus.
· Likewise, you want to make it to heaven: in Christ.
· Feel inability: /good enough. Law demands 100%.
· In him: your performance /matter. Your inability to keep Law /matter. 
· Why? B/c J kept the law – and you are in him. He has done all that is necessary.
· J said to ToL: You are not far from the kingdom of God.
· The Pharisees – Sadducees – miles off: /even see the Law’s demands. /Take Law seriously. 
· This man: could see enormity of God’s standards. All he had to do is to take the next step: trust Jesus. 
· So close. I wonder if he ever did? /Told. 
· Deliberate: Mark wants us to put ourselves in the story. Me. You.
· Asking: what does God demand of me? Please him? Heaven?
· Love God with everything you are – 100% of the time. And love ppl around you – 100% of the time. 
· 2 responses:
· Sure, I can do that – I’ll try hard. 
· -> crushing.
· Admit I need help. 
· Admit I need s/o else to carry me to heaven. /Capable on own. Need to be In Christ – want to be united to him: enveloped by him – embraced by him – in Christ. 
· Hardest thing: admit you’re /good enough to impress God. /Heaven.
· But once you’re in Christ – most comforting thing: I might be the biggest screw-up on God’s earth: /difference – b/c in X – on the bus – God looks at his goodness instead of my failure.

Quiet. Music team up

Pr: Lord, plenty of enemies then – and now. Trick you – mocked your faith. Us too. Help us to love no matter what. Most of all: put ourselves into your hands – thx you succeeded in every way where have failed. United to you – allied to you today.

Sing: Who Can Cheer the Heart Like Jesus (P340)
Stack up chairs

Benediction: 
Go from here – to challenging homes, families, workplaces, schools – where we will sometimes stumble & fall & fail: remember: now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus – that in Christ, righteous requirement of the law are fully met in us. Amen & hallelujah.

