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11v27-12v12 #39 The Authority of Jesus

· See today: only 2 types of ppl: 
· Those who recognise J authority as SoG -> submit to him.
· Those who reject J authority -> silence him.
· Did you know – chapters, verses /very old Bibles. 
· /Part of B. /Headings. First: Wycliffe 1382[endnoteRef:1]. [1:  https://www.gotquestions.org/divided-Bible-chapters-verses.html ] 

· Before: really hard to find anything!
· S/t wrong place. I think ch12 – start where reading began today. B/c reading today sounds like separate 2 stories – actually 1 event. Follows immediately afterwards.
· Conversation re: authority – parable of tenant farmers & vineyard
· Easter week – today: Palm Sunday – rem J entering into Jer as king – fizzled out.
· That was prob on Monday[endnoteRef:2] [2:  When did Jesus enter Jerusalem – and what day are we talking about here? http://www.heraldmag.org/2012/12ma_3.htm ] 

· Tuesday: Turned tables over: meant to be: place of prayer for all nations - everyone -> marketplace! 
· Dodgy deals: bunch of thieves (11:17)
· So now – Wednesday – tension is rising – Good Friday – the cross – only 2d away. 
· J back in T – same religious leaders: v28 By what authority are you doing these things? … Who gave you authority to do this?
· IOW: What on earth are you doing? Who gave you the authority to go around pronouncing judgement on T & T leaders.
· Great qn!
· How decide: anything ought to be done? Church – home – private life – spend money – ethics?
· Who – what: has authority in your life?
· Some: give authority to ppl around: you tell me what to do: do what society says – what my friends say – what media says – celebrities.
· Some: give authority to feelings. How do I feel about this? Does it make me feel good? 
· S/t Xns will put a spiritual wrapper round that: authority to  Sp – Sp led – guided - often what they mean: how it makes me feel.
· So what authority do you have, J? 
· Actually we know answer: they knew it too - /hear it. 
· J authority comes from who he is. He is the SoG – SoM – God in human flesh. Of course he has authority.
· Authority over nature: calming storm – Ch4
· Authority over all spiritual forces: casting out demons – scared – Ch5
· Authority over sickness – healing ppl
· Authority over death – Jairus daughter – Ch5
· Authority to forgive sin – save people – Ch2
· Authority to command things into being – FoFT
· Authority to teach – speak with utter conviction - /idly speculating like the rel leaders.
· But J answers their qn w a qn: 
· John the Baptiser – you know – the one the people love and call a prophet – and who testified about me being the Messiah. Was he from God or not?
· They /to do. Stuck.
· If we say, genuine prophet -> why didn’t you listen to him?
· If we say, fake -> lose face coz all ppl believed him. /Brave enough to say that.
· So they refused to give an answer. So J did the same. 
· All part of J plan. It’s Wednesday of Holy Week. And J knows he must die on Friday - Passover as the Lamb of God: ultimate & final sacrifice for sin.
· Net is closing but he’s not quite ready to be arrested and go to death yet. So clear through this exchange, J is in total control. 
· Religious leaders: authority: tradition. History.
· Their job as leaders: hold onto the traditions of the past.
· /Talking abt scripture. No, they had their own traditions that went way beyond scripture. 
· Mark 7 – previous run-in: complained that J disciples /doing elaborate purification rituals before eating. 7:5 Why don’t your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with defiled hands?
· J: 7:8 You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human traditions.
· Propagating a man-made religious system. Dressing it up to look spiritual, but actually just out to control ppl. Actually hearts – what God really cares abt: far from me.
· They will kill to protect their traditions. Anything to silence J. Right back 3:6 when J healed a man on Sabbath – they went out and began to plot… how they might kill Jesus.
· It was all eventually going to come to a head. J knew it. 8:31 the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the Law, and he must be killed and after three days rise again.
· Last chapter: as Jesus turned over tables of money changers in T: 11:18 the chief priests and teachers of the Law … been looking for a way to kill him.
· End of reading today: 12:12 the chief priests, teachers of the law and the elders looked for a way to arrest him.
· Two choices: 
· Recognise J authority: gladly – joyfully submit.
· Reject J authority: hate him – silence him.
· Today you might be youngest Xn here – believed for days-weeks – might be lots you /understand – but you know you want to submit to J. 
· Know J died for your sin – God loves you.
· If that’s you: you’re way ahead of all the senior religious leaders – all their titles – honours – fame.
· They /get J. They rejected his authority. 
· /Intimidated by clever-sounding ppl who reject J. Plenty of those in past – and today. 
· But if you know you want to submit to J – b/c he’s done a miracle in your heart – bring you to himself. /Intimidated by those who /see.

· Then J tells them a story[endnoteRef:3] - actually a parable – story w a deeper meaning – actually all about God & them. [3:  Actually Matthew records two parables but Mark only gives us one.] 

God’s goodness[endnoteRef:4] [4:  Very helpful commentary here, where I got the headings from: http://truthappliedjs.com/jesus-following-our-wonderful-lord-mark-121-12/ 
] 

· Man planted a vineyard.
· Wall & watchtower: safe
· Winepress: lot of work – necessary.
· Everything is in place: good - productive.
· Appoints tenant farmers to look after it. 
· Still common today: /own the farm – manage it for the owner.
· That’s the religious leaders of Israel – job: look after the spiritual life of the ppl. /Own ppl – care for ppl – bring them to God. 
· Wonder if they had already seen where was going w this. 
· Isaiah 5: very famous song abt vineyard: God is the owner: finds a perfect hillside prepares ground – clears stones – plants very best vines – fertilises soil. But all it produces is bad fruit. In Is song, picture of Israel – God did everything for them – spiritual outcome: bad fruit.
· God did everything for them: he’s good.
· In J story: harvest time come along: owner sends s/o to go and collect some of the fruit – /all of it – good.  
· But the managers 12:3 seized him, beat him and sent him away empty-handed.
· Pretty shocking. Im if you owned a shop – send s/o to collect the takings, store manager beats them up and send them away.
· Do? Big & tough: go and clobber them! Or call police. Justice!
· What does this owner do?
· Sends s/o else – same to him. 
· Sends another: managers kill him. 
· Sends many others: some of them they beat up – others they kill. 
· Think: Why /he just come and sort them all out? How can he just ignore this? Surely they deserve vengeance – anger? Tell you about owner?

God’s patience
· No-one is that patient in real life. That’s the point: God is vastly more patent than we are. 
· Beautiful – accurate – picture of how God dealt w his ppl in OT: 
· Send them prophet after prophet – told them to change their ways. 
· Hebrews 11:36-37 sums up what happened to them: Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated.
· So what does the vineyard owner do in J story?
· We think: eventually - /go on – go sort them out.

God’s love
12:6 He had one left to send, a son, whom he loved. He sent him last of all, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’
· But the managers did the opposite – saw it as an opportunity to be free from the owner – if we kill him, the vineyard is ours. And they did.
· See what J is saying to the religious leaders?
· God sent you many prophets – all of whom you ignored.
· Now he’s sent you his Son – his only Son – the last one. His beloved. 
· And instead of allowing him to take his rightful place – instead of bowing to his authority – you’ve rejected his authority so you can take over vineyard.  
· You want to be in control – you don’t want God to be over you – you want to be over him. You want to be in charge.
· Irony: them asking J where his authority was from – while they themselves had rejected God’s authority over them.
· Who has authority in your life today? 
· Submit to friends – family – society – media – feelings?
· Submit to J?

God’s judgement
· What should the owner do – they’ve killed his beloved son? Tried to steal the vineyard for themselves.
· v9 He will come and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others.
· That’s exactly what happened:
· T was destroyed in AD70 – go to Jer: /there. Just a pile of rocks. And in fact, a giant mosque! The sacrifices /happen any more – b/c no T – no priests. Gone. 
· Old system expired like mouldy fruit.
· Vineyard – KoG: handed over to others: to you - me
· Need to see today: this God is good – and he’s patient – and loving – and forgiving and generous and kind. But he’s also a God of justice – must judge sin. 
· Not that he’s mean, mad or vengeful
· But b/c he’s good and holy and righteous. His character demands he must judge sin & evil.
· /Stand by and let people mock and insult his Son forever.

God’s grace
· See over next few weeks – everyone conspired against God’s son: Jewish leaders – crowds: crucify him – Pilate – Roman soldiers – Judas.
· Easy to imagine: end. End of humanity. No more chances.
· Instead: the stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. The Lord has done this, and it is marvellous in our eyes.
· They rejected J – but he has become the most impt stone in the house – everything else aligns to it. 
· J now takes the highest honour – before him every knee will one day bow – every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
· J is the name above all names – saviour, master, Lord.
· Global church of J -> ppl from England – Scotland – Wales – NI – Latvia – Romania – Moldova – Kenya – Nigeria – Zimbabwe – are all now built on the sure foundation of Jesus.
· In spite of our rejection of SoG – still grace available – still opportunity to be forgiven – start again washed clean whiter than snow.
· Give him highest authority in your life – first time or thousandth.
· I wonder if you marvel at what God has done today? Look at what he’s built: across the face of Earth: worshippers from every nation – submitted to King Jesus.

Quiet.
Music team up

Pr: Father, confess: many times we’ve given authority to other people to speak into our lives – no business doing so. Given authority to friends – society – media. Should have put you #1 – highest place of authority. Thx: patience – love: sending J to us – escape judgement we deserve – receive forgiveness instead. May we marvel at your church today – brought us together – redeemed sinners.

Sing: I Will See The World To Come (Grace Awaiting Me)
Stack up chairs

Benediction: And so as we go out into the world – back to our homes and families and workplaces: may we go in the grace of our God and King Jesus - in the love of God our Father – and in fellowship with God the Holy Spirit. Amen.











Cut for space: One of great re-discoveries of the reformation: my conscience is bound only by scripture. 
Don’t have to listen to some church leader – or friends – or culture around me – or do what’s always been done. Only by what the word of God says. 
Mean? S/o says to you: you must do this or that – buy this car – move to this place – take this job. Really feel we should launch this or that new ministry – or stop this one. Feel free to totally ignore them. Scripture is your guide, not the feelings of other people. Or your own feelings. Or your friends. Only scripture. 

Good stuff here:
