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11v22-25 #38 Pray Bold Prayers

· Talk abt prayer. Scene:
· Day before: J looking for fruit on this fig tree - /fruit - unfruitful. Cursed. v14 May no one ever eat fruit from you again.
· Want to know why: listen online to last weeks’ sermon![endnoteRef:1] [1:  Cut: Prophetic sign – acted-out parable: Lots of leaves – good appearance from a distance /enough. Fruit. Crowds that greeted Jesus: looked good. But same crowds would be crying crucify him. No fruit -> Condemnation. Worse: Temple – vast crowds. But religious leaders of Israel – turned T into a great big money-making machine – plenty of activity: economic, /spiritual. John 4:23 True worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.] 

· I guess disciples thought: maybe tree /bear fruit again. 
· Next day: fig tree: actually dead. 
· Peter’s standing there open-mouthed: Look!
· What look at today: Peter’s standing there in awe of J power. You can tap into this Peter. Share in this. Through prayer.
· v22 hard: Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for them. Come back. Start v24.
· Top tip: new Xn: read B – discouraged - /understand:
· Focus on what you do - /worry abt rest. Whole lifetime. 
· Ask God to speak – he will. Bits you do get – highlight – memorise – write notes – journalling.

So, start w easier bit: v24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.
Assumes you pray. Do you?
· /Rocket science: talking to God. 
· He speak to us -> word. 
· Xn: rel w God – communication.
· Do you pray? James 4:2 You do not have because you do not ask God.
· How often do we struggle on in life - /prayed. 
O what peace we often forfeit,
  O what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry
  Everything to God in prayer!
· If /pray -> trying to fix everything in own strength - /made to do that.
· /Made to be independent creatures.
· Made to be in rel w God – dependent on his power - strength.
· Many times: eng problem. Circuit: /work. Code: error. Hours. Finally give up: pray: calm – coffee – come back: fix.
· Do you pray? Whatever you ask for in prayer says J. Do you ask?
· Hard: before service – next Sunday evening - small groups – triplets – talking after service: pray.

Ask for anything!
v24 whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 
· Invitation to big prayers! 
· Just before: Jesus talking abt throwing mountain -> sea.
· Just before: brought condemnation on the entire religious and economic system of a country. Cursed & dying. 
· Whatever you pray for: /think – oh no: impossible. 
· Where in the world - faith in JC growing fastest? Iran. 
· More come to faith in J in last 20yrs than last 1300yrs combined. In 1979, est 500 Xns in Iran. Today: maybe 1M[endnoteRef:2]. And that, when you can be arrested and executed for changing faith. [2:  https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/fastest-growing-church-world/ 
https://doulospartners.org/the-fastest-growing-christian-communities-in-the-world/ ] 

· 2nd fastest: Afghanistan. Mostly fuelled by Iranians evangelising.
· 11 of top 20 places where evangelical Xn is growing most quickly: Muslim countries. Why? 
· Mission orgs enc pray. Jesus is talking abt bringing down regimes and systems of government. 
· Whatever is on your heart: /too big.

Whatever you ask for in prayer… it will be yours. Really? /B’s whole teaching on prayer!
Reasons God /answer prayer:
· He loves us too much to give us what we want
· Saw s/o on pub quiz m/c on Fri. Jackpot. 3 armfuls of pound coins. Pr to be rich? Lottery?
· Lord knows heart: most: /handle that. Spiritually unhealthy -> self-reliant – unhealthy way. Gambling addiction. Love of money: a root of all kinds of evil[endnoteRef:3].  [3:  1Timothy 6:10] 

· When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures[endnoteRef:4]. [4:  James 4:3] 

· If 8y/o asks for a flamethrower for birthday – give? No! Wise enough to know: /good. Loving enough: /give – however much they beg.
· His timing is different to ours
· But might say: thing I’ve been praying for: /daft. /Destructive. Good. Child saved. Cancer healed. 
· God works on long timescale. Fig Tree – symbol of destruction of Jewish Temple system. 40yrs later. We want it tomorrow, if not today!
· What would you say to a parent who gave their child everything they wanted, immediately? Terrible parent. Teach: patience, respect, value of things, trust my promise.
· Faith is: trusting character of God – even if /get what I want. 
· Believe Word: Isaiah 49:13-16 the LORD comforts his people and will have compassion on his afflicted ones…. Even a mother might forget her baby even as she’s feeding him…but I will not forget you! See, I have engraved your names on the palms of my hands[endnoteRef:5]. [5:  This is my paraphrase.] 

· Believe that: therefore: trust even when I /get the thing I want.
· He hates broken relationships
· No good parent give treats to badly-behaved children. Affirms bad behaviour. Likewise God /prayers when life: full of sin.
· v25 when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins. 
· Full of anger – bitterness towards s/o -> God /likely to answer your prayers. 
· Forgive them: God instantly forgive you. Removes blockage – hears prayers.
· Couple of other verses: 1Cor 13:2 if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.
· Can be full of faith – believe in character of God. Trust his word to you. Matters more? Love. Do you love God’s ppl? 
· Grumpy – selfish – always got a grudge or a whinge. Might have all right theology – God /listen to prayers.
· 1Peter 3:7 Husbands … be considerate as you live with your wives … and treat them with respect …as your equal in the gospel … why? So that nothing will hinder your prayers[endnoteRef:6]. [6:  This again is a paraphrase. I didn’t want people to be distracted from the main point of the verse by the controversial clause “as the weaker partner”. Now’s not the time for that sermon, although I have preached it before. ] 

· Men: /think you can treat your wife badly and then get something out of God. Holds leaders to a higher standard[endnoteRef:7] – inc leaders of families. [7:  James 3:1; 1Timothy 3:1-12] 

Ask in faith
v24 I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 
· When you pray, believe you’ve received it. Mean? 
· Means: ask – believe he’s heard – leave it with him - get on w life. Prayer is an act of faith.
· S/t we have the idea: ask enough times – in short enough period of time: God’s arm bend up his back – do what we want. Pray for same thing 100x in a day.
· If your child asks you 100x day for same thing: disrespectful. Mum, I want a sandwich…[endnoteRef:8] If you love me - trust me – respect me – know that I’ll get you a sandwich when I’m ready! [8:  Some might ask about the parable of the persistent widow in Luke 18. Doesn’t she keep on asking such that God eventually relents? Actually, no, I think that parable teaches the opposite. The point is that even the unjust judge will do right and hear her complaint eventually. But God is nothing at all like an unjust judge. He loves his people and hears immediately when his people cry to him in distress. So don’t every think it’s not worth praying to him.] 

· That’s not “praying continually[endnoteRef:9]” – that’s a lack of faith!  [9:  1Thessalonians 5:17 – I believe it means “pray in all circumstances” – or “let your life be characterised by ongoing prayerfulness in all situations”, rather than “pray every moment of the day with repeated phrases, asking for the same thing”.] 

· Matthew 6:7-8 when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.
· When you pray, God hears /asked million x – but b/c he loves you. 
· Knows what you need anyway – just wants to hear you say it. 
· Trust he’s heard – b/c in rel w this God – know he loves you & told you to hand over your cares & anxieties. So, do that & get on with your day. V liberating!
· Lovely example in John 4[endnoteRef:10] – man comes to Jesus – begs him – please come and heal my son – close to death. J: Go, your son will live. [10:  John 4:46-50] 

· The man took Jesus at his word and departed.
· Just trusts Jesus – no point being here anymore – goes home. That’s believing you have received it. Ask. Go.
· Sometimes heard ppl treat prayer like this: when you pray – gotta somehow drum up faith inside you – like: if summon up enough faith – if: convince myself I’m going to get the thing I’m asking for: then God will be impressed – get what I want.
· Even worse: summon up enough faith – my faith will cause it to happen. 
· Go around telling everyone “believing for a miracle” – somehow prove how great your faith is – make it more likely you’ll get it. 
· That’s having faith in your faith. 
· /Jesus asks. Have faith in God.
· Want prayers to be answered? Want to tap into power of Jesus to move mountains? Faith in God. Put your hand into his – trust him[endnoteRef:11].  [11:  Isaiah 41:13] 

· How much faith do you need to contribute? Very, very little!
· /Make out you have massive faith to believe for a miracle. Matthew 17:20 Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.
· Ever seen a mustard seed? Tiny! Here’s the mountain – here’s the mustard seed. This is my contribution to the problem. My contribution: comedically-small amount.
· Ask & leave it with the Lord. 
· Whether he says yes, no, wait – that’s OK. I asked. He knows best – he loves me – promised my good. Get on with my day now – trusting.
· All the power is in him, /me. All the power is his. I just ask & trust.

· Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for them.
· Mountain -> sea? Clear:
· /Literal. /Even J did that. /Mean: if you can summon up enough faith – you can do impossible stuff. 
· Hyperbole. Exaggeration to make a point. J did that a lot: 
· hypocrites: plank in eye![endnoteRef:12]  [12:  Luke 6:42] 

· Takes a miracle for rich ppl to enter Kingdom of God! Like camel fitting though eye of a needle. 
· Msg here: think a fig tree dying overnight is an impressive answer to prayer? Need a mountain thrown into sea? Just ask – and believe he’s heard. 
· Could just be: talking specifically abt Temple Mount: thrown into sea – pray for whole T system to be taken apart & destroyed – unredeemable – obsolete. Maybe?
· Anyway, close: want you to know – whatever happens, if you are walking w Jesus today – in submission to him – he hears your prayers: Isaiah 54:10 Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed,” says the LORD, who has compassion on you.

Quiet.
Music team up
Pr: Thank you: God who has compassion on your ppl. Through J – put us into rel with yourself – adopted us – made us your children. Therefore you hear when we pour out our hearts to you – just as any good parent does. Help us to pray, knowing you are a good Father to us.

Sing: Take it to the Lord in Prayer
Drinks – chairs
Benediction: Ever-compassionate God, send us out: homes, families, workplaces, schools, universities - in the power of your Spirit, to live and work to your praise & glory. 
