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#5 Suffering for doing good (38v2-6)

· B full of stuff abt suffering. Almost any page of B. 2 kinds of suffering
· Some: suffering common to all ppl: living in a broken world – curse -> disease called sin: 
· bodies get old and frail – ppl die[endnoteRef:1] [1:  1Cor 15:26] 

· Romans 8:22 whole creation … groaning in pain – pain of childbirth – better coming: wait patiently.
· Everyone suffers like that -> Human in fallen world. 
· Another kind of suffering – suffering for doing good – doing what God says – following Lord Jesus – life is harder b/c are. Today.
· Harder kind of suffering: 
· Doing right thing – feels unjust.
· Extra to what everyone else suffers. 
· When ur nation is collapsing b/c ppl /following LORD – foundations of good society are undermined –> daring to stand against the flow – and to suffer for doing so - is hard. 

Story 1: Jeremiah was beaten & put in the stocks
· 20:1-2 When the priest … in charge of the temple … heard Jeremiah prophesying these things, he had Jeremiah the prophet beaten and put in the stocks at the Upper Gate of Benjamin at the LORD’s temple.
· Imagine that! Just speaking up – out. Obeying LORD. Doing right thing. Result?
· Beaten up – stocks – explain -> painful & humiliating.
· Say, well, I can’t see that happening to me. Ppl some know…
· This week: txt from friends in India – /names. Police are on way to our Bible School: confirm identities everyone there – verify activities – esp conversions.
· Im: black van outside – govt officials – stop service. Names, addresses, work, what do you believe abt xyz?
· Thinking: mean? Contact my employer? Lose job? Arrest ppl?
· Fantasy for us – everyday reality for many.
· Dietrich Bonhoeffer[endnoteRef:2], German pastor – theologian – opposed Nazis  [2:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dietrich_Bonhoeffer ] 

· Book: The Cost of Discipleship – cover speaks volumes
· The narrow way is unutterably hard, and at every moment we are in danger of straying from it….But if we behold Jesus Christ going on before step by step, we shall not go astray.
· IOW: Discipleship: following J. Walk w him.

Story 2: Jeremiah was intimidated – death threats
· 26:8-11 Babylonian army coming – humble yourselves before God – repent of sin …as soon as Jeremiah finished telling all the people everything the LORD had commanded him to say, the priests, the prophets and all the people seized him and said…
· Thx bringing to our attn. We have sinned so terribly. Yes of course we’ll change our ways! No.
· “You must die! Why do you prophesy in the LORD’s name that this house will be like Shiloh – city overrun by Babylon - and this city will be desolate and deserted?” And all the people crowded around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.
· Imagine how intimidating – crowd of ppl calling for your death.
· v11 Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and all the people, “This man should be sentenced to death because he has prophesied against this city. You have heard it with your own ears!”
· Irony: Jer telling nation to get right w God
· Priests & prophets: kill him.
· Officials – secular leaders[endnoteRef:3]: listen to him! v16 This man should not be sentenced to death! He has spoken to us in the name of the LORD our God. End v19 We are about to bring a terrible disaster on ourselves!  [3:  See v24 also] 

· When the secular ppl are calling out sin – and the religious leaders promoting it –> nation: serious trouble. 
· Hot-button topic of our day: marriage & sexuality.
· Pls /obsessed with sexuality – honestly: Xn worldview: private[endnoteRef:4].  [4:  Proverbs 5:15-16] 

· But have to respond to world around us
· Other times – other things: Wendy: baby – extradited from SA – her dad doing reconciliation btw black ppl & white ppl. White govt: /like it. That culture – that time: hot topic where Xn clashed. 
· Reason we care so much abt marriage 1m+1w 4 life: Picture that is of X and Ch -> plan at the heart of the universe’s existence.
· CoE are debating same-sex marriage[endnoteRef:5] – Methodists have already agreed. CoScotland already agreed. [5:  The Bishop of Oxford’s treatise on same-sex marriage: https://anglican.ink/2022/11/03/together-in-love-and-faith-the-bishop-of-oxfords-case-for-gay-marriage/ - and a rebuttal from Ian Paul,  who we probably wouldn’t even consider evangelical. He credibly highlights the fundamental problems with the Bishop’s views: https://www.psephizo.com/sexuality-2/what-theological-issues-are-at-stake-in-our-doctrine-of-marriage/ ] 

· Leaders in each undermining Bible’s teaching on marriage. 
· Same time: secular ppl starting to wake up to the value of marriage – especially to women & children. 
· Louise Perry[endnoteRef:6] /Xn - feminist: “The Case Against the Sexual Revolution[endnoteRef:7]” – talks about the obvious links btw porn - rape[endnoteRef:8].  [6:  https://www.louisemperry.co.uk/ ]  [7:  A helpful review from Andrew Wilson is here: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/reviews/case-against-sexual-revolution-perry/ ]  [8:  I wish I could quote more but it’s too long: A previous generation “have done a terrible thing in advising inexperienced young women to seek out situations in which they are alone and drunk with horny men who are not only bigger and stronger than they are, but are also likely to have been raised on the kind of porn that normalizes aggression, coercion and pain.” To men: quit porn. “I’m telling you that you have an obligation to stop”.] 

· “We … need a technology that discourages short-termism in male sexual behaviour, protects the economic interests of mothers, and creates a stable environment for the raising of children. And we do already have such a technology, even if it is old, clunky and prone to periodic failure. It’s called monogamous marriage.” 
· She’s like secular officials in Jer’s day: bringing terrible disaster on ourselves!
· When the secular ppl are proclaiming truth & righteousness – and the religious leaders are promoting sin. Know you’re living in Jer’s day. 
· Many Xns in coming years will face terrible decns.
· Ch leaders whose conscience will not let them serve in CoE any more: forced to leave churches, homes.
· Churches who cannot stay within CoE may well be forced to leave their buildings[endnoteRef:9].  [9:  As happened in Scotland: https://www.christian.org.uk/news/gospel-church-that-left-the-kirk-over-liberalism-outgrows-building/ ] 

· Some of you: left ch b/c conscience wouldn’t allow you to stay when leaders preached things contrary to scriptures.
· Jer was intimidated & death threats - /had that. But some here – emotional beating – to stay on right side of truth.
· In our world: you stick to your guns re: Biblical ethics – gonna get beat up sometimes. 
· Nurse recently: waiting room full of ppl – boss calls across room: “gay marriage: yes or no?” Imagine terror:
· Faithful to X – what I believe. Risk complaint – end of career.
· Lie – head down. 
· No…
· OK: nice gay boss trying to work out who to put on shift when he gets married.
· But could have been end of career. Some of you face that possibility every day.

Story 3: Jeremiah was put in a muddy hole
Pick up story – 20yrs later – Babylonian army surrounding the city[endnoteRef:10]: 38:2-6 … Jeremiah was telling all the people … “This is what the Lord says: ‘Whoever stays in this city will die by the sword, famine or plague, but whoever goes over to the Babylonians will live. They will escape with their lives; they will live.’”   [10:  https://www.bibletales.online/chronological-order-of-jeremiah/ ] 

v4 Then the officials [changed their mind in 20yrs!] said to the king, “This man should be put to death. He is discouraging the soldiers who are left in this city, as well as all the people, by the things he is saying to them. This man is not seeking the good of these people but their ruin.”
· You can see their point! 
· Jer saying: give up – surrender -> live. Stay here: die. 
· /Rally troops!
· Terrible choice: 
· Stay loyal to community – nation?  Stand back & give approval?
· When your nation is falling apart, last thing you should do is offer unquestioning loyalty to your nation.
· Or speak up? -> Suffer consequences:
· Jer: v6 So they took Jeremiah and put him into the cistern of Malkijah [Mal-kia], the king’s son, which was in the courtyard of the guard. They lowered Jeremiah by ropes into the cistern; it had no water in it, only mud, and Jeremiah sank down into the mud.
· Image of Jer sinking down in the mud – surely a metaphor for how his mind is too. Being different is tough on the mind:

Wish we had time to explore Jeremiah’s state of mind
· BS tonight 6:30pm – Jeremiah’s mental health. Email. 
· Hint & solution: Mentally stressed – all over place – depressed
· 20:14[endnoteRef:11] Cursed be the day I was born! May the day my mother bore me not be blessed! Cursed be the man who brought my father the news, who made him very glad, saying, “A child is born to you—a son!” [11:  Also 15:10,18; 20:17 ] 

· IOW: Wishes he’d never been born. The whole land is at odds with me. Everyone hates me. 
· Of course, /true. He did have friends – supporters[endnoteRef:12]. But it sure felt that way. [12:  Eg. 26:16; 38:7-13; And his faithful scribe Baruch (36:4-8)] 

· Friends, Jesus calls us to be family to OA. Soln.
· Next gen of believers will need OA far more than my gen ever did. 
· Older gen: /lose jobs, credibility, family. Younger ones might. 
· 20’s & younger – starting our in new careers – bottom of ladder - tough times ahead.
· FIEC conf – National Director John Stevens: entirely plausible: certain jobs just not open to Xns anymore. 
· The Bible directly stands against some of the things our culture holds dear. There are things we believe that it is impossible to make palatable – gospel is offensive:
· Gospel: lost w/o Jesus. 
· /Multiple ways of getting right w God – Only Jesus. Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved[endnoteRef:13]. No other name.  [13:  Acts 4:12] 

· Jesus is the way. The Truth. The Life[endnoteRef:14].  [14:  John 14:6] 

· Bible holds ppl to a high moral standard: 
· Quite plausible: medics who refuse to participate in abortion – euthanasia – refuse to call ppl who are biologically one gender by the opposite one – might well be that you just can’t work in NHS any more. 
· Quite plausible that charities who refuse to accept certain things will have charitable status removed - /employ staff – hold property. 
· Police – teachers – civil service: may – impossible?
· /Alarmist. 
· Also /naïve – history tells us being a follower of J – for most people – most places – most of time -> costly.
· We will need OA as never before. 
· Jeremiah stands as a terrible warning to us: one man fighting pretty much alone. That must never be. 
· We must do better at building friendships – communities among us – b/c if & when trouble comes: need OA.
· Standing on edge of Xn community: /survive when trouble comes[endnoteRef:15]. [15:  Cut for space: But Xns are called to just that. 
1Peter 1:1 To God’s elect – chosen ones – exiles.
1Peter 2:11-12 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. 
Feel like a foreigner here? 
Some of you: natural. Born elsewhere – come here. Feel those cultural differences everywhere you go.
But should be true for all of us. Follow of X – part of a different kingdom - /fit in. Feeling like a foreigner is normal. 
Brits: had it good for 100s yrs. Xn has been dominant, influential, powerful, respected. Xns /feel like foreigners. /Exiles. 
Listen to 1Peter 4:12-13 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.
For us - UK – last 200yrs – opposite: persecution – very surprising – v strange.
Saying: /be. Normal: fiery ordeals.] 


I love the honesty of J
· Offers this great hope through gospel:
· Sins forgiven – past wiped clean – rel w God – adopted as his child – eternity w him.
· Infinitely costly to give: 
· Cost the life of God’s dearly beloved Son.
· Also costly to receive: 
· J msg: /Come to me and everything will be easy – healthy – have lots of stuff.
· Actually says: hard to follow. Cost dearly. Worth it. John 16:1 They will put you out of the synagogue [community]; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you will think they are offering a service to God. They will do such things because they have not known the Father or me. All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. 
· Counterintuitive: want ppl to follow: tell: easy. /Difficult.
· I have told you this, so that when their time comes you will remember that I warned you about them.
· J warning his disciples: hard. Count cost. Honest.
· Some: investigating Xn – wondering abt J:
· You must count the cost. This is no cheap grace - /forgiven - go and do as you please. 
· This is a new allegiance. A new kingdom – a new ruler of your life. 
· So worth it! v33[endnoteRef:16] “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” [16:  Also Jeremiah 1:19] 

· Think: peace? None of this sounds like peace!
· Put your hand into the hand of the God of peace today – the one who has overcome – and you will have peace.

· Pr: 
· Pr peace today: Thx: you overcome world. Therefore we can have peace even in midst of trouble. 
· Live in a world – inc hostile to gospel. Give us courage to speak up – and wisdom to sometimes shut up – faith to hold on to you who overcomes so we will not fall away.
· Lord, draw your own ppl to you – irresistible grace - /put off by hardship – b/c see glory of J.

Sing: We have sung our songs of victory – sad song – songs of victory are in past – trouble ahead. Looking to glorious day: Jesus returns.

Benediction: Lord Jesus, wherever you put us this week – home, school, uni, workplace – and whatever trouble may come our way – help us be lifted by our hope in your return.

· Pls stay: refreshments. Discussion qn. 





