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#4 The God who is sovereign over the nations (18v1-12) 

· What do you do as a Xn when your nation is falling apart?
· Not many alive who can remember such times as these: so many challenges: understaffing, housing shortages, pressures on wages, blackouts this winter, chaotic government, waiting lists…
· But the Bible has a whole raft of encouragement and help for us – to help us understand what’s going on – and to help us not be afraid.
· Looking through the eyes of Jeremiah – as his nation was collapsing – what do you do?
1) Don’t keep quiet – speak up for truth & justice
2) Acknowledge the idolatry of the nation – worshipped wrong gods.
3) Call out the bad shepherds – bad leaders – bad pastors. And look to the Great Shepherd – Lord Jesus as the ultimate model of leadership.
4) Today: realise that God is sovereign over nations – he has a plan. /Afraid.

So one day The LORD tells Jer – go to the house of the local potter. Stokie!
· 18:1-4 Shaping a pot as they do. 
· Went wrong – as they often do.
· Scrunches up – makes it into s/t else.
· v5 Then the word of the Lord came to me. He said, “Can I not do with you, Israel, as this potter does?” declares the Lord. “Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, Israel.
· Your nation: clay in my hand.
· v7 If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed, and if that nation I warned repents of its evil, then I will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned.
· And if at another time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be built up and planted, and if it does evil in my sight and does not obey me, then I will reconsider the good I had intended to do for it.
· See what saying? Seeing into the mind of God -> long-range planning. 
· How far plans go? Dinner? Holiday? Retirement?
· God: hundreds – thousands - of years ahead of time. 
· His planning: /individuals -> nations.
· Sometimes: looks at a nation on the wheel – all going wrong – too much evil – too corrupt - needs to be ended – judgement must fall.
· Warns them. if that nation I warned repents of its evil – fine – relent.
· S/t plans to bless a nation: going to make a beautiful vase - built up & planted[endnoteRef:1]. But if they do evil – reconsider the good plan. Squash it. [1:  A slightly different metaphor: a garden. Compare with Jeremiah 1:10.] 

· Get idea: flexibility in the LORD’s plan for the nations. 
· He raises up nations –> bless.
· Do evil –> makes an end of them.
· Puts proud nations in their place!
· Prob everyone is proud of their nation – every nation has their patriotic songs. Only speak of UK: Rule Britannia, Britannia rules the waves! 
· Once Britain truly did rule the waves -> clay.
· Once the Spanish did too -> clay. 
· And Dutch, Bulgarians, Mali[endnoteRef:2], Mongolia[endnoteRef:3] -> clay [2:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mali_Empire ]  [3:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mongol_Empire ] 

· Assyrians, Babylonians, Egyptians -> all clay in hands of LORD
· Builds up – plants – but also tears down & destroys.
· In our brief 70yrs on earth – see only a tiny snapshot.
· Bible: existence of nations – shaped by his sovereign purposes. 
· /Overnight. Kingdoms & empires & political systems rise & fall. Point: guiding hand on world history.
· So let’s see how that plays out in Jeremiah’s time[endnoteRef:4]… [4:  Cut for space: 
King Josiah: generally good king
Jehoahaz: king for 3mo. 
King of Egypt -> forced nation to pay huge tax - kidnapped king – his bro: king instead. 
Changed bro’s name to Jehoiakim – new king
Imagine humiliation of nation: bit like: France invaded – deposed Charles – King Andrew. Only you’ve got to call him Andre from now on.
And pay billions each year to French govt.
Jehoiakim: did evil in the eyes of the Lord (2Chr 36:5)
Built himself a lovely palace with slave labour (Jer 22:10-17) while his ppl starve.
Invaded by Babylonian empire – beginning of end for nation -> carried him off to Babylon – along with lots of valuable stuff from the Temple. 
His son takes over as king – but only lasts 3mo. 
He’s carried off to Babylon too – along with more stuff from Temple. 
Last king: Zedekiah. Lasts 11 years. 
2Chronicles 36 + Jer 52 He did evil in the eyes of the LORD his God and did not humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke the word of the LORD. 
He also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar – utter insanity of rebelling from a position of total weakness. Little picture of foolishness of human rebellion against an all-powerful God.
He became stiff-necked and hardened his heart and would not turn to the LORD, the God of Israel. 
Furthermore, all the leaders of the priests and the people became more and more unfaithful, following all the detestable practices of the nations…
That’s last straw: Babylonian army lays siege to Jerusalem – 18mo later: all dead and everything burned.] 

· 25:8-14 the Lord Almighty says this: “Because you have not listened to my words, I will summon all the peoples of the north and my servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon… I will bring them against this land and its inhabitants and against all the surrounding nations. I will completely destroy them and make them an object of horror and scorn, and an everlasting ruin. I will banish from them the sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of bride and bridegroom, the sound of millstones and the light of the lamp. This whole country will become a desolate wasteland, and these nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years.
· God: for Judah & surrounding nations: shape into s/t else.
· v12 But when the seventy years are fulfilled, I will punish the king of Babylon and his nation, the land of the Babylonians, for their guilt… and will make it desolate forever. I will bring on that land all the things I have spoken against it, all that are written in this book and prophesied by Jeremiah against all the nations. They themselves will be enslaved by many nations and great kings; I will repay them according to their deeds and the work of their hands.
· Use Babylon to destroy Judah. Use another nation to destroy Babylon. 
· Whatever proud plans each nation has, just clay in the hands of the potter. 

Ch 46-51 God’s judgement on the other nations.
· Different clay pots meant for good -> bad. 
· Their gods -> had come to be so influential over God’s ppl. 
· 46:25 The Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “I am about to bring punishment on Amon god of Thebes [now called Luxor – tomb of Tutankhamun], on Pharaoh, on Egypt and her gods and her kings, and on those who rely on Pharaoh. I will give them into the hands of those who want to kill them—Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and his officers. Later, however, Egypt will be inhabited as in times past,” declares the Lord.
· If you read history[endnoteRef:5]: Egypt: invaded - kidnapped King Jehoahaz. [5:  2Chronicles 36:2-4] 

· Jehoahaz was a horrible king – nation better off w/o him. But judgement still falls on Egypt. 
· See that God is sovereign – king – even over evil nations with evil purposes. 
· What about his own people – his chosen ones? After 70yrs in Babylon: v27 “Do not be afraid, Jacob my servant; do not be dismayed, Israel. I will surely save you out of a distant place, your descendants from the land of their exile… 
· v28 … Though I completely destroy all the nations among which I scatter you, I will not completely destroy you. I will discipline you…”
· Destroys his enemies. Disciplines his ppl. 
· Need to learn lessons: Hebrews 12:11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.
· LORD disciplined his ppl in the OT – and in the NT – and today. Teaches us hard things that we need to learn – painful.
· Taking a broad sweep today. Qn: How is he disciplining his ch today?
· Sexual abuse
· S/o this week: ppl @ work – ch: full of paedos. 
· Hard for us to hear – many ppl in west: impression they have. Hard discipline for the western church.
· /Sin in leaders seriously enough – Too often in past: /deal w sin. /Expel the wicked person from among you[endnoteRef:6]. Instead: let it fester. Let evil men stay in post – shifted round a bit. Too hard to deal with. [6:  1Cor 5:13] 

· Put gifted men on a pedestal -> above critique – they bring the ppl in. They preach so well. They’re so clever. 
· Put giftedness above godliness. 
· Sinned by failing to protect children & vulnerable ppl from wolves.
· God’s discipline on us: failed in these ways. Hard task of rebuilding trust. 
· Love of money
· In some places – money is everywhere in churches. Preachers want your money – Churches want your money. Pastors: promise you a better job – bigger bank act - if you give more. 
· Ppl outside the church can see what should be obvious: all a scam – god being worshipped is /God of the Bible. 
· Ppl inside: hard discipline: being used & abused & disappointed by bad shepherds who /care for the flock.
· Again: hard discipline of rebuilding trust inside & outside ch.
· Sexuality
· So many churches & denominations sinned. Either:
· Treated homosexual people with venomous hatred instead of love & dignity as ppl made in the image of God.
· Or opposite: failed to call homosexual sex sin at all -> undermined God’s good plan for marriage, children, family. 
· Hard discipline of denominations collapsing b/c ppl see leaders /following word of God any more. In some places: churches emptying.
· The LORD destroys his enemies – disciplines his ppl. 
· Ch 47,48,49 Philistines (Goliath!) – Moabites – Ammonites – Edomites – several others. 
· Ch 50-51 all abt destruction of Babylon. 
· Just rem: Babylon going to destroy Jer – temple – everything they held dear. Carry off thousands into exile. 
· Ends: 51:60 Jeremiah had written on a scroll about all the disasters that would come upon Babylon—all that had been recorded concerning Babylon. Sent that scroll with one of the officials who was exiled to Babylon: When you get to Babylon, see that you read all these words aloud. Then say, ‘LORD, you have said you will destroy this place, so that neither people nor animals will live in it; it will be desolate forever.’ When you finish reading this scroll, tie a stone to it and throw it into the Euphrates. Then say, ‘So will Babylon sink to rise no more because of the disaster I will bring on her.’
· That’s exactly what happened: God uses Bab to discipline – hard discipline his ppl – and then destroys Bab. End for Babylon Empire. Never rebuilt. Never restored. 
· Point: there is a cosmic plan – a purpose – slowly and unstoppably unfolding over decades and centuries & millennia. 
· And every kingdom & nation on earth will fall. 
· Only one: remain forever is the Kingdom of Jesus Christ.
· So when we see our nation collapsing around us – do what we can to turn it around – warn people 18:7 in the hope that the LORD will relent and not inflict …disaster. 
· But if that is what happens - /afraid. B/c LORD is good – he loves his ppl. 
End
· Way Jer presents God – Bible presents God -> /local deity -> /ruler over one particular tribe – language – ethnic group. 
Psalm 99:1-3 The LORD reigns, let the nations tremble…let the earth shake…he is exalted over all the nations.
· Supreme being who reigns in complete sovereignty – to whom everything and everyone will bow.
· So who is this God? Who is this sovereign ruler?
· Know from experience that ppl with absolute power: terrifying. If this God – YHWH – has absolute power -> is he terrifying too? Should we be afraid of him like -> imperialist dictator?
· NT: we see Jesus with same supreme sovereignty[endnoteRef:7]: [7:  Listen to Tim Keller’s superb sermon explaining why Christianity claims to be absolute truth, why that's logically coherent, and essential for the flourishing of humanity. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYa1x9zMZIc ] 

Philippians 2:10-11 At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue  acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord...
· Universality there! 
· Every single mouth – every single language – dead or alive: across face of whole earth.
· Not the vague “God” any more – not mysterious “YHWH – Jehovah” -> Jesus Christ: J the M -> He is the Sovereign God.
· But what makes him: /terrifying dictator: chooses to lay aside his absolute power -> become weakest of weak – poorest of poor: a helpless baby - in a poor family – in an occupied country.
· And although he has power to calm storms – walk on water – raise dead -> never abuses that power -> good.
· Instead: loves his enemies – prays forgiveness for those who crucify him. 
· That’s the heart of the gospel: Supreme sovereign power -> choosing weakness & self-sacrifice. 
· Paul: 1Cor 2:2 I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.
· Obv /literally true – talked abt loads of things. 
· Point: everything worth talking about in Xnty – revolves around the idea of an all-powerful God choosing to lay that aside & become weak & die on a cross to atone for our sins.
· His supreme sovereignty & power
· /-> terrifying oppression 
· -> gentleness, love, self-sacrifice, fierce anger only against injustice & evil.
· Only way we can receive that salvation: give up own power – humble yourself – follow him. 
· Xn: only belief system that makes sense of a God of supreme power -> /tyranny.
· If you embrace Jesus – his pattern: can only make you into a better person. Can only make you gentler – kinder – more loving – humble.

· Pr: 
· Humility to see that even greatest nations are just clay in your hand. Do what you will with our nations.
· In words of Habakkuk, in wrath, remember mercy[endnoteRef:8] Lord. [8:  Habakkuk 3:2] 

· We pray against Putin & men of war in Russia. If they are just clay in your hand Lord, please would you crush him & them.
· In wrath, remember mercy Lord.
· If nations are just clay in your hand, how much more so us: weak, frail individuals. Help us to be humble under your mighty – and good – hand. 
· And not to be afraid, because you love your people.

Sing: In Him I Have Believed – song abt church – growth & spread of gospel to every nation – glory of Jesus.

Benediction: Lord, whatever may happen this week - in our homes or offices – universities or neighbourhoods – may we trust your sovereign will power – and know that you - and your plan - are good. Amen.

· Pls stay: refreshments. Discussion qn. 





