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#3 Bad shepherds and the Good Shepherd (Ch23)

Reading: v5 I will raise up for David a righteous Branch [descendent], a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land…. 
· Isn’t that what we need today, UK 2022!? Leaders who lead with 1) wisdom 2) justice, 3) righteousness.
· Wisdom to speak well & unite ppl.
· Justice to uphold the law & provide for the weakest & poorest.
· Righteousness to set a good moral example – s/o ppl will look to and say with sincerity: good person.
· Lord have mercy!
· Where are the politicians - do that? Even close?
· Not unique to our time. Ch23: condemnation of leaders of Judah: “Woe to the shepherds[endnoteRef:1]” [1:  Cut: So what do you do?
I’m a shepherd.
Oh wow, cool. Based on a farm somewhere?
Not exactly. Based in Shelton.
Oh right – like one of those city farms? Take kids along?
Kind of. Defo bring kids along. Loads.
So what exactly do you do? 
I feed & try to care for sheep – quite a few baby ones recently – need a lot of care. 
And some of the older ones need more attention that you might imagine!] 

· OT: Prophets, priests, kings. But overall: best descriptor of leaders: shepherds[endnoteRef:2] of Israel. pastor. Latin: shepherd[endnoteRef:3]. [2:  Old Jacob – dying – bless his grandchildren Ephraim & Manasseh: Genesis 48:15 May …the God who has been my shepherd all my life to this day … may he bless these boys. Lots of others too: Isaiah 40:11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young. 
Psalm 23:1 The LORD’s my shepherd, I lack nothing.
Micah 5:4 – just after famous prophecy abt Messiah -> Bethlehem…
He will stand and shepherd his flock
    in the strength of the LORD,
    in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God]  [3:  https://www.etymonline.com/word/pastor ] 

· Everyone has shepherds – ppl who guide you – care for you - ppl you listen to – influence you. 
· B: good – bad shepherds. 
· Jesus = Ultimate Shepherd. Lots of others too. 

Shepherds – leaders - of Jeremiah’s time: v bad.
Bad shepherds don’t care about the people
v1-2 “Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my pasture!” … you have scattered my flock and driven them away and have not bestowed care on them…[endnoteRef:4] [4:  Also Jeremiah 12:10] 

· In Jer’s context - ppl scared b/c army gathering around the city – laying siege – food running out –> another week. 
· Ppl dying - /food - fear -> panic.
· Scattered my flock – driven them away from God - /cared for them.
· Why do sheep scatter? Frightened[endnoteRef:5]. [5:  Cut: Remember Jesus – Mount of Olives – night-time - just abt to be arrested: quotes Zechariah 13:7 I will strike the shepherd and the sheep will be scattered. They’re afraid - /care for them - /reassure them - /teach them.] 

· Spiritual leaders /helping. /Care. 
· Rocky 6 weeks. Future /much better. 
· Times of instability – uncertainty – ppl are afraid: is my job secure? What abt my operation been waiting months for – delayed again? Feed my kids properly this winter – feed myself? Landlord: rent up? Afford mortgage?
· Purpose - this series: give you a lens to look through at a chaotic world - /afraid. So flock /scatter – coz /afraid. 
· Political commentators – economists – ppl in office -> point you in all kinds of dir – my job as shepherd: point you to God.
· When nation collapsing around you:
· /Keep quiet – speak up for what’s right and good. Tempting to keep head down. Don’t.
· Last time: Nations collapse: worshipping wrong gods. Turn back to One True God.
· This time: Nation is collapsing: demand good leaders.
· Apply in world: a good leader cares for ppl. Reassures. 
· /Use fear as a weapon to manipulate ppl. Seen that so much in our politics – every side. /Caring -> causing ppl to scatter. Good leaders bring ppl together.
· Apply in ch: a good pastor cares for ppl. Acts 20:28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.
· /My ch –> J church – he’s the Good Shepherd – I’m an under-shepherd. Care for the flock.
· Sad: some of you have encountered bad shepherds who /care much.
· TBH: I’ll probably let you down at some point too.

Bad shepherds set a poor moral example[endnoteRef:6] [6:  Cut for space: Bad shepherds point to the wrong gods
v13 Among the prophets of Samaria I saw this repulsive thing: They prophesied by Baal and led my people Israel astray. Hard to believe – this was what was going on: spiritual leaders – nation: pointing ppl to Baal instead of YHWH. Spoke on Baal’s behalf. Led ppl in that direction. /Allow it -> /keep quiet while happened on their watch -> encouraged it. Bad leaders point to the wrong God.] 

v14 And among the prophets of Jerusalem I have seen something horrible: They commit adultery and live a lie. 
· Literal adultery 29:23 – two particular prophets[endnoteRef:7] they have done outrageous things in Israel; they have committed adultery with their neighbours’ wives [7:  See Jeremiah 29:21] 

· Shocking – but it happens.
v14b They strengthen the hands of evildoers, so that not one of them turns from their wickedness. From the prophets of Jerusalem ungodliness has spread throughout the land.
· Leaders doing evil stuff -> everyone else will. When the leaders of a nation are ungodly -> spreads.
· In the old days politicians caught having an affair or taking bribes used to immediately resign. (Sleeze & Cash-for-questions?)
· Today: seem to do all they possibly can to hold onto power. /Expect them to live moral lives any more. 
· And if they don’t – why should we? – cries the nation.
· When spiritual leaders live a lie – say one thing – do another. Or even worse: openly embrace evil things: destroys ppl’s faith.
· Jesus warned: false prophets…come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 
· Acts 20: savage wolves will come in among you and not spare the flock.
· There are spiritual leaders – bad shepherds – whose aim: use ppl: gain a platform – status – power – esp money. Watch out.

Bad shepherds refuse to say hard things
v16-17 “Do not listen to what the prophets are prophesying to you; they fill you with false hopes. They speak visions from their own minds, not from the mouth of the Lord. They keep saying … You will have peace… No harm will come to you[endnoteRef:8]. [8:  Also Jeremiah 5:12, 8:11] 

· Pastors are ppl who want to be liked, just like anyone else. 1 way to get ppl to like you: say nice things to them. Enc things - +ve – uplifting things – brig smile & warm personality.
· Whatever you do: /sin – suffering – hell. /Ever preach book of Jeremiah!
· Some pastors – /any locally BTW - online – some of you watch. 
· Make a good living churning out uplifting spiritual-sounding msgs with a big smile
· Problem: but walk out door: reality hits: lose job - child knocked over – cancer – business bankrupt[endnoteRef:9].  [9:  Cut: Worse: ppl love are headed for an eternity w/o God – slipping helplessly and hopelessly away. Need gospel: need to hear abt J – that God has come to us – to rescue us from our ways – to make a way that we can be forgiven & cleansed from all our unrighteousness.] 

· If the sermon all fluffy & lightweight: might put a smile on your face on Sunday morning - /help you on a Monday morning. 
· Need steel in your back for Monday!
· Need to know X loved a wretched sinner like me – so I will be resolved to love my wretched colleague.
· Need to know He suffered for me – so I am willing to suffer – sacrifices for his sake[endnoteRef:10].  [10:  1Peter 2:21] 

· Need to know that when He was insulted - /retaliate - /threats in return. So when I am treated unjustly – I will determine not to retaliate – but to treat ppl w grace[endnoteRef:11]. [11:  1Peter 2:23] 


Bad shepherds love their own words more than God’s
v21-22 I did not send these prophets, yet they have run with their message; I did not speak to them, yet they have prophesied.
But if they had stood in my council, they would have proclaimed my words to my people and would have turned them from their evil ways…
v36 you must not mention ‘a message from the LORD’ again, because each one’s word becomes their own message. So you distort the words of the living God, the LORD Almighty, our God. 
· Pastor’s job is to pass on a msg, not add ur own.
· Online world amazing: many excellent - some: preaching own msg: therapeutic self-help, sprinkled with a few Bible verses – legitimise it. /life coaches![endnoteRef:12] [12:  Watch this: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tj669LCDxHI ] 

· Millions of followers[endnoteRef:13] - /careful instruction from Word.  [13:  For example: https://www.youtube.com/c/joelosteen/videos - his most popular video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gRmi3cQ2hBw ] 

· Power is in the word, /preacher: v29 “Is not my word like fire,” declares the LORD, “and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?
· Word = fire – to burn up sin & evil. 
· Hammer to smash hard hearts.
· Met pastors who only preach 1/mo – like it’s some way down on a list But, 2Timothy 4:2-3 Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction[endnoteRef:14] – time, effort, preparation.  [14:  1Timothy 5:17 talks about the work of preaching and teaching. Also 2Timothy 2:15] 

· 2-sides: Resp of those who listen: …the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.
· Who do you listen to? Are they actually explaining God’s word – or just trying to make you feel good?

[endnoteRef:15][endnoteRef:16][endnoteRef:17]In contrast, good shepherds… [15:  Cut for space: Bad shepherds get angry when called out
20:1-2 When the priest Pashhur son of Immer, the official in charge of the temple of the Lord, heard Jeremiah prophesying these things, he had Jeremiah the prophet beaten and put in the stocks…]  [16:  Cut: Some claim to speak in tongues, great prophetic gifting – but fruit of Sp: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control (Galatians 5:22-23) - /much of them - /Holy Spirit, whatever they might say. John Owen: I think, truly, that no man preaches that sermon well to others that doth not first preach it to his own heart (https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/themelios/article/duty-of-a-pastor-john-owen-feeding-the-flock/) IOW: if the word of God burns and breaks up. If it /set fire to the preacher – break his heart first: prob /anyone else. Partly this sermon is to me – and other preachers here. Warnings to us. Other leaders: church – community - business too. Partly to rest: most prob /here forever. When it comes to finding another ch: help you find good criteria.]  [17:  Cut: Result of that? The Lord sees & knows - /hide.
v24 Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them?” 
Will act – to protect his ppl: v12 “Therefore their path will become slippery; they will be banished to darkness and there they will fall. I will bring disaster on them. See, the storm of the Lord will burst out in wrath, a whirlwind swirling down on the heads of the wicked
Or similarly, Mark 9:42 If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for them if a large millstone were hung around their neck and they were thrown into the sea] 

3:15 I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will lead you with knowledge and understanding.
· Secret: every pastor lives w sense of deep inadequacy. Right & good. 
· He’s the Good Shepherd. I’m just an under-shepherd – a trainee – a vague approximation of an image of shadow of Him.
· So pr your pastor – elders – spiritual leaders. 
· On a good day, doing heir best to copy the Great Shepherd of the sheep, the Lord Jesus[endnoteRef:18]. [18:  Hebrews 13:20] 

Reading: v5 I will raise up for David a righteous Branch [descendent], a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land…. 
· Our hearts echo.
· We know who the LORD is speaking abt! Only One who can perfectly fulfil that remit: This is the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our Righteous Saviour.
· Only Jesus. He’s the standard by which all other leaders are measured – and every other leader is found wanting. Many good shepherds – but only one GOOD SHEPHERD.
· Jesus alone stands high above: Only the man who is God reigns with wisdom, justice and righteousness. 
· He alone can save – because he alone is worthy. How can anyone of us rescue another in any ultimate way? 
· We all fail – at various times and in various ways! We’re all in the same boat – only Jesus rises above – and therefore only he can save. 
· As I’ve said many times from here: you’ve got to let s/o lead your life. Who is there better than Jesus?!
· He goes higher – and further – and better. In terms of leadership he excels at every level: Says: John 10:11-12 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
· Boris, Rishi and Kier /that. Nor will anyone else. Not likely me nor any other pastor lay down life. Why? The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. 
· Every leader will fail s/t – even good ones. 
· Except one. Proven himself: paying the ultimate price – and so you can trust him in the depths of political chaos and economic ruin. Good Shepherd.
· Close w words from Revelation 7:14-17 believers who’ve died & gone to be w LORD:
‘Never again will they hunger;
    never again will they thirst.
The sun will not beat down on them,’
    nor any scorching heat.
For the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd;
‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’
      ‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’”
· The Lamb will be their shepherd.
· Ultimate shepherd – Lord Jesus – is also the ultimate sacrifice – who gives his life for his ppl – and leads them to springs of living water – complete refreshment & joy & peace & satisfaction.

Response to all this:
· Discern the good shepherds from the bad in your life. 
· Have confidence in the good ones – listen – trust – so that their work will be a joy not a burden[endnoteRef:19]. [19:  Hebrews 13:17] 

· Most of all: Trust the Good Shepherd – in all he says – all he does.

· Pr: 
· Church leaders in city: all those things & courage to speak God’s word with clarity – confidence – HS fire and hammering to break up hard hearts.
· Us: leaders in business – public services: care – honesty & integrity – example.
· Nation: wisdom – justice – righteousness.

Sing: The Lord’s My Shepherd – I will trust, I will trust in you. Make this a song of declaration: I do trust you to shepherd me today Lord.

Benediction: Lord, this week - in homes – workplaces – school – college – Uni – wherever we go – help us to be discerning about those who wish to shepherd us. And help us to always humbly submit to the Great Shepherd and Overseer of our souls. Amen.

· Pls stay: refreshments. Speak to ppl around – names. Discussion qn. 
· Anthony – student/school-leavers lunch






