

Page 2 of 2

#2 (2:20-28) Spiritual Adultery

God and his people: a divine romance
· Some of us: married long time. Longest? Honour!
· Think back: what it was like when you first met & fell in love.
· Gazing into each others eyes – little notes to one another – stolen kisses when no-one was watching.
· Listen: start of ch2 v2 “This is what the LORD says: first words -> ppl in book I remember the devotion of your youth, how as a bride you loved me…
· Some ppl: think abt God: despotic dictator: 
· Long list of rules – everyone in fear in case they break a rule & incur wrath.
· Ppl devote themselves to God b/c if you / - destroy you.
· If /wash in a certain way – pray # times -> fear.
· This: nothing at all like that!
· God: husband
· His ppl – his bride.
· This is divine romance!
· You were my bride, devoted to me - /fear -> love. 
· See radical? Speaks of relationship – of love – friendship – trust – faithfulness – devotion[endnoteRef:1]. [1:  Cut for space: [you] followed me through the wilderness, through a land not sown. About? 
God led his ppl through wilderness – Moses -> /food -> provided for them – mana – water from rock – quail. 
Point is: rel built on trust. He provided – they trusted.
v3 Israel was holy to the Lord, the firstfruits of his harvest; all who devoured her were held guilty, and disaster overtook them,’”
Israel was start of something glorious – they: firstfruits – us: rest of harvest.
God protected his ppl. Devoured -> guilty -> disaster. Anyone hurt his beloved bride – disaster. Like Egyptian army – Red Sea] 

· Marriage metaphor used over & over in B. Divine romance btw God & beloved ppl. 3mins trace through B:
· Is 62:4-5 …you will be called Hephzibar [my delight is in her] 
    and your land Beulah [married]
as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride,
    so will your God rejoice over you.
· Beautiful picture of God experiencing joy & delight in his ppl.
· Song of Songs – poem – of love – longing – affection – sexuality. 
· Clearly a celebration of human love – but elements of it make us think of God and his ppl.
· Jesus: arrives – John 2 water -> wine
· ordinary wedding is transformed into a revelation of the glory of God[endnoteRef:2] – see: True bridegroom has come into the world. To redeem his bride. [2:  John 2:11] 

· Early church: Ephesians 5:25-32 teaching abt husbands & wives is intertwined - X & ch: Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy… husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies ... After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church - for we are members of his body. … a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh…I am talking about Christ and the church.
· Final scene at end of a long book: Coming together of God and his beloved ppl – in marriage. Revelation 19:7-9 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready … Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!
· Realise /marriage in heaven[endnoteRef:3] b/c human marriage was only ever meant to be a picture of a vastly greater reality. [3:  Mark 12:25] 

· Happiest and most fulfilled & contented marriage on earth – precious diamond that so many long for – is only a shadow of what is to come. 
· If you’re in a happy marriage today – your best days together are only a taste of what true marriage is.

But the bride committed adultery
· That’s how it was. I remember the devotion of your youth (v2) 
· Perhaps you: marriage /it was? Spark gone: rekindled. 
· Take steps to rebuild. Date night. Counselling.
· Some: far worse: unfaithfulness – marriage over. Memories of past are bitter.
· All: shocked by what God says abt his marriage: v20 …on every high hill and under every spreading tree you lay down as a prostitute.
· High hills & spreading trees: places of worship for pagan gods – higher up – closer to God – trees: nature[endnoteRef:4]. Most pagan worship seems to have involved sex. [4:  For example, see 2Kings 17:9-12] 

· Hesitate to explain further – old commentaries – get to graphic bits of Bible – English -> Latin. Impt to understand what God is saying. Key to understanding Jer.
· Lay down -/literal trans. Most literal: bent over[endnoteRef:5] – like a prostitute might – ready to receive.  [5:  It’s an unusual word, but can also refer to been bent over in a stoop, under a load (Is 51:4), or bending whilst striding forward in confidence and strength (Is 63:1), or bending to empty a vessel (Jer 48:12). The .NET Bible renders it here as “sprawled as a prostitute”, which captures the sense, if not the literal meaning.] 

· That’s the accusation: you have bent over and been used by the pagan gods. 
· Pls /think: sounded different back then – offensive to us - /so bad to their ears. No, theirs: much more conservative ME culture!
· But: /forced. God’s accusation against his ppl: you are still complicit – you went up to the places of pagan worship – you gave yourself to them. That’s the accusation.
· v23 You are a swift she-camel running here and there, a wild donkey accustomed to the desert, sniffing the wind in her craving - in her heat who can restrain her? Any males that pursue her need not tire themselves; at mating time they will find her.
· Metaphor changed: like a wild animal in mating season. Female desperate to be impregnated. 
· End v25 It’s no use! I love foreign gods, and I must go after them.
· Horrible picture. This is what God accuses his beloved bride of doing: giving herself again and again to other gods – to be used & abused. 
· Image of prostitute in B – appears regularly[endnoteRef:6].Make s/t really clear;  [6:  Eg. Isaiah 1:21; Ezekiel 16, 23; Hosea 4:12-14] 

· /Meant to think: women. 
· This is what women are like. Beware the human female – she tends to be unfaithful. 
· No! The prostitute is the nation – God’s ppl - men & women.
· The question – hangs over all of us: where do we fit into this? Can the same accusation be levelled at us? 

2 catastrophic errors
Listen to: v12-13 Be appalled at this, you heavens, and shudder with great horror… My people have committed two sins:
They have forsaken me, the spring of living water,
   	and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.
· Image? 
· On one side: spring – clear, refreshing spring water
· Other side: a man-made water cistern – a bucket. And even that is broken and can’t hold water.
· Point? God himself is the ultimate source of refreshment – and life. 
· But so often we ignore him (sin #1)
· And go to our man-made substitutes – vastly inferior – broken – dirty. (sin #2)
· On one side: God of the Bible – the husband – perfect in every way. 
· Other side: the gods of the Canaanites – horrendous: 
· In Canaanite mythology: no moral character at all – no redeeming features – demanded sacrifice own children to them to appease anger – make crops grow. 
· Chief god, El: according to Canaanite mythology: 
· 3 wives who were also his sisters. Murdered son – decapitated daughter.
· Asherah – wife of El: always naked – goddess of fertility, sexuality, war. 
· Associated with lust & violence.
· Jer: known as “Queen of heaven” (7:18, 44:17-25)
· Baal, Astarte – son & daughter of El & Asherah – also lovers.
· These are the gods they honoured: v27 They say to wood, ‘You are my father,’ and to stone, ‘You gave me birth.’

Started to do the child sacrifices – became violent – lawless - ruthless – oppressed foreigners & poor & weak. 
· Think: well how – how does a nation decline like that? How is that possible? Why do nations fall into violence & cruelty & debauchery?
· v5 tells us: They followed worthless idols and became worthless themselves.
· IOW: you become what you worship. 
· The gods of a culture will eventually define behaviour of a culture.
· Series: thinking abt what to do when your nation is collapsing – feels like that. 
· Last week: importance of speaking out for truth & justice. /Quiet. /Head down. Brave. Love what brave women of Iran are doing right now. 
· This week: got to see when nations collapse – b/c followed wrong gods. If you follow worthless idols you become worthless.
· If you idolise sexuality: /end up with freedom & joy & love - promised in 1960s. 
· End up with rape – abuse – pornography - impotence – abortion - low birth rates.
· If you idolise money: /end up with everyone wealthy & happy – promised in 1980s
· End up with zero hrs contracts – wealth inequality – career-driven ppl neglecting families – mortgaged up to eyeballs – working longer hours – more stress.
· If you idolise children: /end up with happy families. 
· End w low birth rates -> want to give our kids best life ever – fewer we have: nicer house – better holidays. End up w over-protective parenting – neglect of spouses b/c my kids are my life. 
· Point: B/c what you worship.
· If you worship One True God – b/c like him. 
· He is a community of love: become better at loving ppl.
· He sacrificed himself: /mind making sacrifices for other ppl: time, money, energy – benefits whole of society.
· He is a God of justice: stronger sense of right & wrong. Punish evil – encourage good.
· He stands up for weak: care for elderly – single parents – children in care.
· You b/c what you worship. And a society b/c what it worships. 
· And our society has abandoned the God who was the foundation of everything we hold dear. Rejected him. v27 turned our back to him, not our face.
· And unless we collectively turn back to him, Western Europe will collapse, just as every other kingdom & nation has over the whole of human history.

How does God respond to that?
· What’s being expressed here – and throughout Jeremiah – 
· /Anger b/c of broken rules – violated commandments. 
· Anger of betrayal. Voice of a betrayed lover. Relational. 
· Not all married, but imagine – find out one day – s/o sending your spouse private messages, expensive gifts, taking them out to dinner in nice restaurants – overnight in an expensive hotel. What would you feel? 
· Devastated – angry – jealous – this is my wife – my husband – committed myself to them - /yours. I love this person - You have no right to their affection.
· In fact, if you heard that story – and /reaction – no response – vague shrug – what would that say? Reflect horribly badly on your lack of character. It’s right & good to react with passionate jealousy – when the one you love goes off with someone else.
· God: my beloved bride – willingly taken other lovers – gone after them – who have used and abused her – been intimate with her.
· Hear the jealous rage?
· All seen crime dramas – know how this plays out: jealous husband finds the wife and her new lover – murders them both in a fit of rage.
· But listen to our God: 3:12-14 Return, faithless Israel,’ declares the Lord, ‘I will frown on you no longer, for I am faithful,’ declares the Lord, ‘I will not be angry forever. Only acknowledge your guilt - you have rebelled against the Lord your God, you have scattered your favours to foreign gods under every spreading tree, and have not obeyed me,’” declares the Lord. 
“Return, faithless people,” declares the Lord, “for I am your husband.
· He is the faithful husband – will receive her back as soon as she acknowledges her guilt.
· Msg to nations – to communities – to individuals. 
· God doesn’t ignore sin. /Pretend /there.
· v22 you wash yourself with soap and use an abundance of cleansing powder, [but] the stain of your guilt is still before me.
· Whatever we do to fix ourselves – ultimately deeply flawed – our attempts to wash ourselves clean of sin will always fail. B/c our hearts love sin. 
· Even when you belong to X – best in this life is an ongoing battle against sin. 
· What God has done: sent his own son to deal w sin – his own perfect – beloved Son – hangs on a cross while the sin of nations – communities – individuals – piled on him – until he becomes sin for us – full wrath of God poured out on him instead of us.
· What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus!

Quiet moment to reflect.
Share communion to remind ourselves of what he’s done. 

[bookmark: _Hlk116742335]Prayer: Prayer of confession
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against You
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You
with our whole heart and mind and strength.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been,
help us amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be,
so that we may delight in Your will
and walk in Your ways,
to the glory of Your holy name.
Through Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

· John 4 – woman at a well – had many husbands – in all likelihood: adulterer.
· Jesus: takes up words we read earlier from Jeremiah: if you ask me – I can give you living water. Never thirst. Become a spring of water welling up to eternal life.
· So Lord we give you thanks for the living water you offer – help us to drink deep of you – the source of all that is pure and right and good – and satisfying.
· Lord we believe. Help us overcome our unbelief.
· If you’re following the Lord Jesus today, invite you to join with us to eat & drink. If you’re not – exploring faith – just /take it when it comes round. Fine.

Break bread while saying...
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ 

Pour wine while saying...
Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins .

Our tradition is to eat the bread when it is received; 
but wait and drink together.
Distribute bread, followed by wine.

Lord, may we drink deep and be satisfied. Amen.

Prayers (DJ)

Sing: What can wash away my sin (nothing but the blood of Jesus)

Benediction: Lord, you are that faithful husband to us. May we be faithful to you this week - in homes – workplaces – school – college – Uni – wherever we go. In the name of Jesus. Amen.

Pls stay: refreshments. Speak to ppl around – names. Discussion qn.



