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10v46-52 #36 The blind man who could see

Reached a pivotal moment in the story.
· Last one: middle ch8 - Who do you say I am? Messiah.
· Immediately before that event: another blind man. Bookends.
· Between: What kind of Messiah? 
· Kind of King – crush enemies – raise an army – exert power & authority?
· No: greatest = servant. Jesus: Greatest of all – b/c least of all -> cross.
· Seen what that means for his followers
· Want to follow J: humble service. 
· Want to be a leader: lead humbly, from the bottom.
· This psg bookends that whole section. 
· Pivotal moment? Start of ch 11 – as they approached Jerusalem. 
· After this: last week of J life -> cross & grave & resn. So after this week: break.

Today: meet a blind man who – ironically - could see clearly who J is. What he lacks in eyesight, he makes up for in insight[endnoteRef:1]. [1:  This line from Edwards, Pillar NTC (Mark), p329] 

· What do we know?
· Name: Bar-Timaeus. Son of Timothy. Maybe dad Greek – conv to Judaism? Mark mentions name: connection to Gentiles?
· Blind. Most of world – even today: blind -> poor. 
· No surprise: sitting by roadside begging.
· Jericho: ~15miles from Jer, much lower. 
· J: mountain – as high as Snowdon abv Jer. B always “up to Jer”. 
· Jericho: lower - warmer. Herod the Great had his winter palace there[endnoteRef:2]. Wealthy resort city.  [2:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hasmonean_royal_winter_palaces ] 

· If you’re going to survive by begging, might as well hang out where the rich ppl live!
· /Know how long. Maybe v old – gradual deterioration. Maybe /old – disability from birth.
· Surviving – relying on ppl’s generosity. Just.
· One day J comes by on way to Jer.
· Large crowd – J is a huge celebrity. Huge following. 
· Starts to shout: Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.

Insight: “Son of David”? Hang out.
· Think: his dad’s name was Joseph. Adopted dad. Mistaken identity?
· No, he knows OT: 2Samuel 7:12-15 David: built a lovely palace for himself – pang of conscience: here I am living in luxury – while the ark of God remains in a tent. 
· God gives a message to David, thru prophet Nathan: When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors – when you die - I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. [think: Solomon] He is the one who will build a house for my Name
· Defo Solomon – built Temple
· and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever
· That’s defo /S! After him: chaos – division of nation – both halves ended up in exile.
· Who on earth has a kingdom that will last forever? Only one: J. 
· See: Sol is only a shadow of a greater fulfilment to come.
· I will be his father, and he will be my son. 
· 1000yrs before J. God saying: my Son will have an eternal kingdom.
· When he does wrong, I will punish him with a rod wielded by men, with floggings inflicted by human hands. But my love will never be taken away from him.
· Sounds a lot like J. Certainly /literally true of Solomon
· J was literally beaten & flogged by human hands. 
· Say: J /did wrong. Only perfect man ever lived. When did J ever do wrong? 
· ^Glorious thing: Jesus became sin for us – even though he himself never sinned. (2Cor 5:21) 
· On cross, Jesus /just pay for our sins – he made them his own. Absorbed wrath of God against our sin – in his own body.
· Prophecy: partly abt David’s biological son S – but ultimately fulfilled in Jesus[endnoteRef:3]. Messianic phrase. [3:  Helpful discussion here: https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/bible-study/how-does-i-will-be-to-him-a-father-in-2-samuel-7-point-to-jesus.html ] 

· Similar in Jer 33:15-16 Righteous branch sprout from David’s line…called The LORD our Righteous Saviour
· Isaiah 9:7 Prince of Peace…who would reign on David’s throne…forever.
· Bar: seen s/t in Jesus – heard stories of course – understood J identity – he’s the long-awaited Messiah. This is the SoD that God talked about through Nathan 1000yrs earlier.
· Have mercy on me! Shouting.

· Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet: Shut up - /here for the likes of you. 
· Immediately see how the crowd might be following J but they’re not FOLLOWING J. Walking along road w J but not WALKING w J.
· B/c if they were truly following J – true disciples – doing what J has been saying for the last 3 chapters. 
· Great? -> servant[endnoteRef:4].  [4:  Mark 9:35, 10:43] 

· Many of the last -> first[endnoteRef:5] [5:  Mark 10:31,44] 

· If you cause one of my little ones – weak vulnerable – to stumble – bad things happen to you – better be thrown into a lake w millstone round your neck[endnoteRef:6]. [6:  Mark 9:42] 

· Here they are: telling a weak, vulnerable man – trying to come to J.
· /Welcoming him – causing stumble. Hindering him from coming to J[endnoteRef:7].   [7:  Mark 10:14] 

· See irony? Crowd = blind. /Understand who J is - /really listening. /Following.
· The blind man sees.
· B/c he sees: /Put off: Shouts all more: Son of David, have mercy on me!

· J hears - calls him over.
· Like J magnetically attracted to poor – needy – vulnerable – outcast.
· Leper – ch 1 - /go near – touches & heals him.
· Ch2 - Levi – Jewish man collecting taxes for Roman occupiers – sold out - traitor to his nation. Hated. J calls him: changes name – writes Matthew’s gospel.
· Ch5 - Man controlled by demons: live in isolation – everyone terrified of him. J frees him – restores him.
· Woman w embarrassing genealogical problem -> ritually “unclean”. J heals her.
· Jews /near dead bodies. J takes her limp lifeless body – child -by hand – life comes back into her body. 
· Hangs out w Gentiles in ch7 – honours the amazing faith of a gentile woman & heals her demon-possessed daughter. Kind of person /Jew ever go near. 
· Affirms and esteems children – weakest of weak. 
· Catalogue of weak, vulnerable needy, outcasts.
· Ppl who are outcasts b/c racial bg – way body looks – evil in them – gender – disease.
· Came to seek and to save the lost.
· Whoever you are – whatever you’ve done today: /think for 1 sec: too far gone for J. If I came: reject me. No: you come, you will find arms open wide to embrace you.
· Being empty – lost – hopeless – full of sin - /problem. 
· Being full of urself: that’s a problem. Think you’re doing alright: you’ll /come. 
· But you come to him like this man Bartimaeus: Lord, have mercy on me! He’ll call you to himself.

· Aside: See how crowd changes: Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.
· Suddenly all friendly to him. How fickle are the crowds!
· Celebrity tweets their approval of s/o: crowd suddenly adores them. Crowds /different today.

What do you want me to do for you?
· Really observant – good memory – notice v36 J asks the same qn of his disciples J&J. 
· They say: we want to be #1 & #2 in kingdom.
· Already in the inner circle. Already have special access to J any time. Already had some status, influence, fame. 
· We want more. 
· Disc: still in darkness. /get that discipleship – following J: /abt status & power -> following J – doing what he did – serving.
· Blind beggar got it: just wanted to follow J along the road.
· If J asked you same qn… what would you say?
· Anything in all world:
· Dream job – spouse always dreamed of – endless holidays in sun – respect, honour, status.
· Want to follow you more closely Jesus. That’s a true follower.

Go, your faith has healed you. Immediately: see. 
· Healed: Gk: sōzō [sohd-zo] – big meaning: ransomed – healed – restored – forgiven[endnoteRef:8]. [8:  Praise My Soul the King of Heaven] 

· Faith is the key that unlocks all that. 
· He trusted in who J is – Son of David – ready to have mercy.
· Done that today? Come to Jesus – believing he is who he says he is? 
· Do you believe he’s Messiah – trust that he will have mercy on you like he says he will? Then come!
· Big test. Is this man a genuine follower of J? 
· /Long in Xn circles – meet ppl: profess faith in Jesus. 
· Burn bright for a while – all seems well – as if light just goes out – wander away.
· Met ppl: Love the idea of salvation – makes sense
· intellectually satisfying. Know they need a saviour. 
· Or it’s emotionally satisfying: feel their need – and feel good inside when they hear abt J.
· But won’t have him as Lord. You can be my saviour – forgive me & cleanse me – and take me to heaven.
· But I want to be Lord of my life. I want to remain in charge. I want to walk my own path. 
· /Work. He’s Saviour & Lord or he’s nothing.
· What will Bartimaeus do? He received his sight and followed Jesus along the road. 
· He /run off to throw a party – new eyes!
· He follows Jesus.
· That’s the test: having come to Jesus – received from J – will you follow J?
· If you want to be my disciple – my follower – deny self – take up cross – follow[endnoteRef:9]. [9:  Mark 8:34] 

· Closing qn: Are you following J today? Walking w him along life’s road?
· /20yrs ago – or last month. Right now. Here to do business w God.

Pause: walking along road w him today? 
· Own heart challenged today: how I treat other ppl – those: crowd /interested in. 
· Followed crowd instead of doing w J did? Do I care abt weak & vulnerable like J? 
· Or like crowd: want them to shut up and be invisible to me? 
· Change our hearts, Lord. Mould us in your image.
· Need to come to him urself. 
· SoD, have mercy on me. Your prayer today? One he always hears.
· Lord, we come to you – have mercy on our sinful hearts – thx: merciful God – always receive ppl who humbly ask for mercy. Asking for mercy now Lord.
· Perhaps: /there yet - /understand – but see s/t here – attracted to J. Need more. Great prayer today: Lord, I want to see

Quiet.

Sing: I once was lost in darkest night – thought I knew the way – sin promised so much but failed to deliver – all my wisdom just led to darkness & death. But once I found Jesus: all I have is him – sing: hallelujah!

Benediction: 



